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Forget Virtual. You're looking at 
Pro-Pinball, the most up-to-the-minute, 
realistic computer pinball game there is. 
Realistic flippers, realistic ramps, loops, 
Orbits, targets, sink holes, lights - and of 
course, realistic balls. 

Mould-breaking, state-of-the-art Silicon 
Graphics technology brings you multiple 


REALI 


viewing angles plus a super-high resolution 
of up to 1024 x 768 running at 60 frames 
per second. (Tech-speak for the best 
graphics in a game ever.) 

Scrolling? With Pro-Pinball, it’s history. 
You see ALL of the action ALL of the 
time - pretty handy when you're playing 
six balls simultaneously, all shooting 


around the table just as nature intended. 
And with twenty great soundtracks, 
interactive speech, genuine mechanical 
sound effects plus a host of play modes 
and hidden features, the reality is this: 
Pinball novices will be just as 


spellbound as empire 


pinball wizards. WN Tee Maceo inet 
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f you look up ‘trendy’ in the 

Collins dictionary you will be 
greeted with a brief but accurate 
definition; ‘consciously fashion- 
able’. And although the phrase 
belongs rather more in the greed- 
inspired eighties, I'll not hold back 
and proudly state for the world to hear that, finally, 
the PC is trendy. It’s also useful, important, news- 
worthy, and a large box that sits in the corner of 
your room that does interesting ‘stuff’. But first and 
foremost, as of today, it is undoubtedly trendy. For 
instance, at the recent European Computer Trade 
Show, a show usually plagued by a hundred and one 
different things to do with a console, there was a 
veritable assault of PC-related products all vying for 
the PC Review team’s attention. What makes this 
even more exciting is that only a couple of weeks 
later was the planned launch of the Sony 
Playstation. So join me in turning to our console-tot- 
ing chums and shouting ‘yah boo sucks, your box 
may be flat and fun, but it’s not consciously fashion- 
able, and as such is the flared pantaloons of the 
computing industry’. See if they like that. 


Steve James 
Managing Editor 


Apparently video 
Killed the radio star. 
it also proffers itself 
as the subject of this 
months in-depth feature. 
Rik Henderson and David 
Bradwell investigate full- 
motion video and PC influ- 
enced digital editing. 
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Edinburgh 

Edinburgh is, indeed, not only the 
capital of Scotland, but also the 

: ; already proclaimed cultural capital 
: of the UK with its comedy and fringe theatre 
: festivals. But that’s not good enough for us. 

; We sent Adam Peters up to the Scottish hot- : 
i spot during festival time to find out if its mew A Edinburgh - page 50. 
: claims of being the ‘most wired city’ in the : 

} UK are truely founded. res . 


Game Fight at 
the MS Coral 
Microsoft has been fairly quiet of 
: late. Sheah-right! Cal Jones 

i visits Seattle to find out if Bill Gates and ,~ 
: his happy followers can do for games | 1g 
: what they did for PC world domination. {7" 
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ECTS report - 

The European Computer Trade 

Show is the ideal venue to discov- 95 

er what’s going to be hot in the 97 

world of games and multimedia. 

We pass our findings on to you. 98 


TFX: EF2000O 
Possibly the best combat flight 
simulation you’ll ever see is 
reviewed here in this very issue. 


99 
A TFX: EF2000 - page 72. 
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SNMARTbBbook 4 


lan Howie, the man who knows 
everything about interactive push 
buttons, takes you skipping merri 
ly through the more advanced 
aspects of SMARTbook 4 (the utili- 
ty we gave away on last month’s 
cover CD). 


124 
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Ascend 

This is part two of our personally 
organised tutorial showing you 
how to personally organise your 
personal organiser (given away on 
the CD of issue 47) 


128 
131 


133 
Design Works 


Also in its second part, the useful 
drawing package gets even more 
of a good going over by Pat Fox 
and his gang of hardened gang- 
land criminals. 


Coverdisks 


Coverdisks 

Although we always bring you the 

best in entertainment on the cover 

CD, this month we have a very 
special treat in an exclusive Stonekeep 
demo shape — true role-playing at its very 


135 
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shape of both Witchhaven and William 
Shatner’s Tek War. 


HARDWARE AND 
SOFTWARE 


MULTIMEDIA 


.The Fish Who Could Wish 
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Each camera has its own screen for 
the director’s use, and they all have a 
different viewpoint of the man on stage. 
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Film without 
tape and editing 
on the cheap. 
Rik Henderson 
takes the 
producer’s seat 
and tells you 
how to make a 
film studio out 
of your PC. 


nyone can point a camcorder at a 
small child with a bucket on its head, 
then have a laugh every Christmas 
inflicting a showing on the family. 
But not everybody can turn their 
efforts into a professional piece of edited 
footage - no that honour only lends itself to 
those with bags of cash to book high quality 
editing suites... Or people with a PC. 

Digital editing is not new, in fact it’s been 
around for some time. At first the equipment 
required to store digital video and manipulate 
it proved extortionately expensive even for the 
biggest television companies. And even when 
it did come down in price eventually, it was 
decided that the effect was certainly not 
broadcast quality (to be honest, it was just too 
crisp to look at), and the process was confined 
to first edits, and rough proofs. 

Then suddenly the games industry started 
to explore the potential of using FMV (full 
motion video) in games, and this meant that 
not only was digital video a valid option, it was 
also an essential requirement. But we all know 
about the inept attempts at giving us an inter- 
active movie — it certainly hasn’t worked up ’til 
now (maybe Wing Commander Ill and 
Phatasmagoria are an exception to the rule). 
Philips, however, has made great strides in 
using a brand new cinematic technique that 
has neither been used in games before, or 
even in cinema itself. 


Continued over p> 
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You can spend-a fortune on a new y computer with a namengou: hard disk. Or. 


you can buy a copy of Quarterdeck’ CleanSweep’ and clean up the one you have. 


Rid it simply and safely of unwanted or duplicate files and programs. CleanSweep — 
will work with Windows 3.1 and Windows 95 to find all the megs you want and _- 
more in a jiffy. Call'01245 496699, E-mail pine gta CO. uk or contact your nearest - 


retailer and brace yourself. 


E mail info@qdeck.co.uk © http://www.qdedkco.uk/ 


1995 Quarterdeck Corporation. Quarterdeck is a'registered trademark and CleanSweep is a trademark of Quarterdeck Corporation- Alf other ater and 
tradenames mentioned are trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective companies All rights reserved j 


— Quarterdede 


Clean 
sweep | 


for Windows 


Video Nation 

The new technique has been used in the 
game ‘New Day’ (previously referred to as 
‘Dwayne’ - a cunning anagram) and it not only 
uses methods that will allow for a far better and 
far more interactive game than most, but when 
it was first conceived there was a mighty cho- 
rus of ‘yeah-right’. But the filming of it has fin- 
ished, and the game’s graphical technique is 
testament to how the advent of digital video on 
PCs has made it all possible. 

When | arrived at The Roundhouse in 
London’s Camden Lock | couldn't really hope 
to expect what | was about to see. Erected in 
the centre of the building was a gigantic blue 
screen tube with 16 PCs running around a cir- 
cular network on the outside. At its heart was a 
platform where the actors stand, and situated 
around the screen were lipstick cameras 
(which are about the size of a lipstick, hence 
the name). They were set into the walls and 
each was sending a feed into the PC directly 
below them. 

This allows one shot to be filmed from 16 dif- 
ferent viewpoints — creating as near as damn it 
a complete 3D character. And secondly, see- 
ing as the information was being digitally 
grabbed instead of by tape, the middle man 
(the fellow who has to run all the tape stock 
through a digitiser) is well and truly cut-out. 

The only problem with digital video is the 
amount of memory it takes to store even a 
couple of minutes of footage, let alone the 10 
days’ worth of filming that New Day required. 
In fact most of the time taken during filming 
was used to make back-ups of that day’s work 
— the company hired a separate crew to work 
throughout the night doing exactly that. 

The network itself had two rings running in 
opposite directions around the tube. This was 
because the network linking all the machines 
was not fast enough to ensure that all the cam- 
eras stopped and started together — so anoth- 
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NAKED VIDEO 


David Bradwell 
casts his expert 
eye over the 
essential 
purchases for 
PC video 
enthusiasts. 


A World in Motion... 


COVER fails 


Although professional television and film companies are at present only just explor- 
ing the benefits of digital video, the biggest use of the medium and method is in the 
games industry. FMV (Full Motion Video) has been used for some time now, but unfor- 
tunately sometimes at the expense of gameplay. Here are a few examples of what’s 


been done so far: 


Wing Commander Il 
Take an ex-Star Wars stalwart, and place 
him in a slightly more dubious science fic- 
tion plot. Actually, that’s a bit cruel really, 
because the FMV sections in Wing 
Commander Ill were well acted, and looked 
great. Not only that but they were only cut- 
aways and not roped in as part of the 
gameplay - which also stood up well on its 
own. This helped reinforce the argument 
that a wad of FMV on its own isn't enough 
to create a game. Here it was simply com- 
bined with existing gameplay to make one 
of the best CD-ROM products yet seen. 


The Daedalus 
Encounter 

This is a prime example of how not to incor- 
porate digital video in a game. In fact, there 
was So little gameplay in the finished prod- 
uct (despite it coming on four CDs) that it 
was touted as an ‘interactive cinematic 
experience’ — for that read ‘bobbins B- 
movie attempt’. Even Tia Carrere looked 
suspect in it. 


er ring was set up to do just that. In fact, even 
the cameras themselves had to be hired from 
Toshiba directly. So the project was totally 
unique, not just for a computer game, but for 
filming in general. Dee-lite (the American 
dance combo) requested that the special set- 
up be maintained beyond New Day’s filming 
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CREATIVE LABS RT300 

Video capture card 

Although best known for its sound cards, 
Creative Labs has got a rather nifty range of 
other multimedia peripherals. The RT300 is a 
good choice for video capture. It has support 
for 30 frames per second capture in a window 
size of 320 x 240 pixels, and offline compres- 
sion can help you to reduce your file size, and 
so save disk space. 

Intel's Indeo technology automatically 
adjusts the frame rate to the best your PC can 
muster — so once again you’d be better with a 
high spec Pentium, although if that’s out of 
your range the card will compensate for run- 
ning on a slower system. And that’s not all, 
you can upgrade to the ShareVision desktop 


so they could use it for their next video — need- 
less to say that it wasn’t. And that illustrates 
that, with careful planning, digital video will 
soon replace tape — and with the price of PC 
technology plummeting rapidly, you can bet 
that games and FMV will not be the only ones 
who benefit. 
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video conferencing system at a later date, 
should you want to. 

The card also comes bundled with a copy of 
Adobe’s Premiere editing software, and while 
it’s not the latest version, it should be enough 
to get you started and you can always 
upgrade if you find that it's a package which 
suits your needs. 


Minimum PC: 33MHz 386 DX 


Minimum memory: 4Mb 


Minimum graphics: 256 colour 


Price: £240 


Manufacturer: Creative Labs 


Contact: (01734) 344322 
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On the cutting 


Rik Henderson, PC Review’s very own media- 
tartiette, takes you through his guide to turning 
your home videos into major productions. 


t's okay showing you that the profession- generally it will be a piece of footage refilmed 3. SPECIAL EFFECTS 

als are now using digital editing to from a different angle and then cut into the _Let’s face it, Hi-8 and Super VHS formats, 

improve FMV, but we bet you'd rather find same section of the film to give the illusion of though improving rapidly, are hardly TV 

out the secret tips on how to make your multiple cameras. Even if you're only filming broadcast quality, but with the cunning use of 

video exploits more televisual. Well, in my young Billy’s birthday, it’s worth getting him to some simple special effects, you can turn your 
time at Sky television (I just so happened to blow out the candles twice, just to get it from — poorly lit, washed-out colour footage into a 
be a producer on the Sky One series Games _ two different angles so that you can cut Bon Jovi music video... almost, anyway. 
World in my dim and distant past), | spent between them. Not only that, but cut-aways If the colours on your footage look really 
many a 9am ‘til 9pm shift in a professional on- can also hide embarrassing out-takes (the  ropy, there’s an easy solution — turn it all 
line editing suite, and to be honest most ofthe ones you should send to You've Been _ black and white. There is little or no difference 
tricks used in there are possible to do using Framed) and keep the footage moving along. in quality between TV’s betacam format 
most of the editing packages available on the = ican % turned black and white, and camcorder film 
PC. So here’s a quick guide to what editing treated the same way. 
techniques to use in any situation... One technique that helps to a) increase the 
length of time that the footage lasts for, and b) 
make a boring non-speaking section seem 
more interesting, is to either slow down the 
action or speed it up. For instance, if you have 
followed someone around a footpath, speed 
up the action, nobody wants to watch a com- 
plete route of Hampstead Heath in real-time. 
let's be honest, you’re never going to try mak- Or say you've recorded your Sunday League 
ing The Ten Commandments. For a start even “#1 football team’s last match, slow down the 
two and a half minutes of .AVI file will amount 4 As you can see, when Mr. Carey was action at key points — like a goal or a fantastic 
to around 13 meg of hard disk space (includ- 9a@bbed his colour has gone funny... save. 
ing sound, etc). So in a short space of time, 
it’s really best to keep to one style of cut, 
preferably a simple, straight cut, throughout, 
and any effects should be underplayed (allow- 
ing the viewers to keep their eyes on the main 
action, which is what counts). 


1. GENERAL TIPS 

The first thing to remember is that you can 
spoil the overall product by trying too hard. 
Using too many flashy cuts and special effects 
will end up making your home video look like 
sweepings from a cutting room floor. Also, 


Fast Cuts and White 
Flashes 

Most pop videos roll along at a healthy, set 
pace, and sometimes, even if it’s your daugh- 
ter’s wedding, you should introduce sections 
of quick 5-10 frame snaps cut one after the 
other just to give the action some kind of 
urgency. It also stops your video looking like 
everyone else’s. Also during these sections, 


2. CUT-AWAYS 

Most people, when they film their home 
videos, don’t realise the benefits of filming cut- 
away sequences. A cut-away sequence can instead of a normal straight-forward cut, try 
be absolutely anything you think will work ae < inserting a white flash (this is nothing more 
(David Lynch’s Wild At Heart featured close- A...So if you drop all the colour out, than a frame or two of a totally white screen). 
ups of a cigarette burning to link scenes) but and turn it B&W, he looks more defined. —_ This will make the section look like a collection 
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SPEA CRUNCH IT German graphics card specialist Spea recent- for Windows, and Video for Windows. 
Video capture card ly entered the video capture market with The compression ratio goes from 1:5 to 
Crunch It. PC per-  1:100 with no reduction in resolution, and the 
mitting, the card card will compress in real time as you perform 
~ lets you view the capture. It also has Spea’s proprietary 
| images at 25 Movie Bus for transferring video data to the 
frames per sec- company’s multimedia graphics cards: 
ond in full-frame Showtime Plus and Play It. 


aa as 
M576 pixels), down Minimum PC: 486 
‘to quarter size © Minimum memory: 8Mb 
Bee ea 
nimum graphics: 
The card fits into : Le el va gocicolour 
any ISA slot and __ Price: £325 


A With a good compression ratio and comes with Video Maestro and PixelShrink for RV ER Mr ets Utes er] 


plenty of bundled software, the Crunch video editing, as well as a menu-driven instal- “ 
It card is a good one for novices. lation program, configuration utilities, drivers Contact: (01844) 261886 
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Using both a variety of cutting 
techniques and text overlay... 


at there themptman 


rik het dersolp | 


»the effect I’m after. Most editing 
packages such as... 


of Polaroid photographs (especially if you add 
a ‘clicking’ sound-effect at this point). 


4. MUSIC 

When you’ve finally finished the edit, unless 
you're putting together a pop video, you 
should try to be fairly sparing with the back- 
ground music. Don’t drown out any dialogue. 
If you are putting a music promo together, lay 
down the music first, and then cut the pictures 
on top so that you can use effects at the right 
times (use the beats in the drum pattern to 
determine cuts). 


That there 
by rik henc 


»you can move it across the 
screen to give it a dramatic opening. 


»-Asymetrix DVP will create this 
text overlay quite easily... 


5. TEXT 
Text is a very important function to utilise if you 
want to make your production look profes- 
sional. The best thing to do is not just slap it 
on top. This will detract from the action and 
look awful. Be more artistic and imaginative. 
Have it move around the screen, use drop 
shadows, even put different footage running 
inside the confines of the text letters. In fact, 
it's the only time when you can really go to 
town without worrying about the technical 
aspects of getting shots into focus of kids 
pulling faces. 


The phrases I’ve used are not 
strictly true, but it illustrates... 


«lf combined with a paint pack- 
age, like Paint Shop Pro. 


6. AND FINALLY... 

Don’t forget, whatever you do with your edit- 
ing techniques make them fun. But always 
remember to think of the people who will be 
viewing your efforts, don’t use fast cuts and 
rock music if your footage is of Auntie Nell’s 
funeral. And the more techniques you use, the 
less people will see the errors in the filming - 
most home videos are memories captured on 
tape for life —- at least with the PC you can 
make them that much more enjoyable for peo- 
ple that don’t quite share your enthusiasm for 
the subject matter. 


ADOBE PREMIERE 
Video editing software 


‘Adobe Premiere 


Adobe Premiere is one of the best 
systems around. Naturally this makes it 
one of the most expensive. 


If you want the ultimate in PC video editing 
software, look no further than Premiere. As 
well as letting you capture and edit your own 
video clips, it offers a whole host of special 
effects that you'll only have previously seen 
on the telly. For example, you can fly any still 
or moving image along a path with twisting, 
zooming, rotation and distortion effects. 

For starters you can have 99 separate video 
and audio tracks which can be mixed togeth- 
er. You can also add captions and titles com- 
plete with gradient fills, soft shadows, and 
transparent backgrounds. 

The CD-ROM version of Premiere also con- 
tains impressive multimedia tutorials, stock 
images, video and audio clips, and a limited 
feature version of Adobe’s Photoshop image 


editing software. It’s one of the best, if not the 
best, system around, but like everything else 
that comes out tops, you’re going to have to 
pay through the nose for it. So if you’re not so 
bothered by features, especially if you just cre- 
ating stuff for yourself or friends, you’re proba- 
bly a lot better off with a cheaper, more basic 
video capture system. 


Minimum PC: 486 


Minimum memory: 8Mb 


Minimum graphics: 256 colour 


Price: £550 


Manufacturer: Adobe 


Contact: (0181) 6064000 


Continued over 
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No board required. 
This useful pack- 
age simply needs 
a camcorder and 
a VCR to get 
going. > 


That's a wrap... 


You know what to do and how to do, so here’s 
David Bradwell with the hardware youw’ll need to 
become the next Quentin Tarantino. 


MEMORY 

If you’re serious about video production you'll 
need a lot of RAM. Eight megabytes is a sen- 
sible minimum for all Windows applications, 
but because video files are so large you'll ide- 
ally need at least 16Mb. That way you can 
capture video at a higher resolution, and 
there'll be far less hard disk activity to slow 
your system down. RAM costs about £35 per 
megabyte, but it’s worth it. Call Silica on 
(0181) 309 1111. 


HARD DRIVE 

With a minute of video occupying a scary 
amount of disk space, even when reduced to 
a small window size and compressed, a big 
hard disk is essential. You can pick up an 
additional 500Mb IDE hard drive for around 
£200, but for top quality results, speed is of 
the essence. Audio/visual SCSI drives are the 
fastest, and they start at around £799 for 2Gb 
from Micropolis. Call (01734) 751315. 


CAMCORDER/VCR 
Walk into any high street electronics store and 
you'll be bewildered at the choice of cam- 
corders and video cassette recorders. 
There are dozens of brand names 
to choose from, and prices to 
match any range of 
specifications from 
basic to semi-profes- 
sional. Camcorders start 
at around £400 for VHS- 
C or 8mm machines, 
while the better quality 
Hi-8 models are £600 or 
above. VCRs range from about £140- 
600, but if you want NICAM stereo sound 


you'll need to pay about £300 upwards. Call 
your local branch of Currys for details. 


GRAPHICS CARD 

When it comes to editing and playback, video 
places an enormous strain on all parts of your 
system, but especially your graphics card. 
Fast cards are now increasingly affordable, 
and there are dozens to choose from. And 
even if you're only planning the occasional 
foray into video, a new card is a worthwhile 
investment as it will also speed up all your 
other Windows applications. Make sure you 
get the right card for your system — ISA, 
VESA or PCI. Some cards are available for all 
formats and at £105, the Cirrus Logic Alpine 
PCI card is worth a look. Call Cirrus Logic on 
(01734) 810011. 


CAPTURE CARD 

The capture card will be at the heart of your 
video system, so it’s important 
that you get one that’s 
right for you and 
what 


you want to do. It’s the card which takes the 
input from your camcorder or VCR and turns it 
into an editable computer file. More expensive 
cards can capture at a higher resolution and 
at a faster frame rate, but you'll need a suitably 
powerful PC to match, so if you don’t want to 
spend too much you'll have to make do with a 
fairly standard system. Down at the budget 
end, the Creative Labs RT300 seems a good 
buy at £240, it’s powerful and performs very 
well. Call Creative on (01734) 344322. Look 
out for decent bundled editing software with it 
as well, otherwise you'll end up paying out 
even more money as your software doesn’t 
take advantage of the card.. 


MOTHERBOARD 

The motherboard is like a bus terminus. All the 
components of your PC will be linked to it, and 
it's the hub for all data communications. If 
you've got an older machine you may well 
have an ISA motherboard, and that will 
struggle to meet the demands of video. 
VESA is better, while PCI is the best, 
although you'll pay more for the privilege. 
Upgrades start at £100. Call Silica on 
(0181) 309 1111. 


PROCESSOR 

Serious video requires a serious processor. 
You'll need at least a DX2/66, but a Pentium 
will be even better. The good news is that 
you don’t necessarily need a new PC to ben- 
efit from a faster processor. Overdrive chips 
are available to boost existing machines from 
around £200. But in the long run you'll be 
much better off with a faster-spec PC or sim- 
ply buying a Pentium motherboard and 
processor. Call Silica on (0181) 309 1111. 
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GOLD DISK VIDEODIRECTOR 
HOME 

Video editing software 

If you’ve got a camcorder and you just want to 


sort out your holiday tapes into something good results. The software comes with a 


more watchable, look no_ further 
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than 
VideoDirector Home. You don’t need a capture 
card, or any other high-end hardware associ- 
ated with PC video, but you can still obtain 


SmartCable which lets you control your cam- 
corder and VCR from your computer. 

Any camcorder with an infra-red remote 
control or LANC socket can be used as the 
source deck, and any VCR with an infra-red 
remote control can be used as the record 
deck. Then it’s a matter of simply marking, 
editing and copying. 


Minimum PC: 486 


Minimum memory: 4Mb 


Minimum graphics: 256 colour 


Price: £49.95 


Manufacturer: Gold Disk 


Contact: (01734) 814230 
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The Movie Master™ range of MPEG playback cards utilise the very latest technology to ensure 
the very best picture quality reproduction available today. All offer full 24 bit playback with 
16.8 million colours and there is a Movie Master™ card to satisfy all requirements. With a 
competitive price range and a choice of both VGA & TV outputs. Whichever card you choose you 
can be sure of unsurpassed picture quality and perfect sound reproduction. 


BHEBHEHEHEEHBEEHEEEBHEES SE 


‘I Viovie.Miaster™ ! 

Full screen playback of CDI, Video CD and MPEG 
files. Scalable window in both DOS and Windows, 
full MCI, OMI compliance. Bi-Cubic interpolation, 
frame grab and view facility. 


The Wiovie Master™ Classic Combe 

Full screen playback of CDI, Video CD and MPEG 
files. Frame grab and view facility, interpolated 
output to VGA Monitor and PAL or NTSC televi- 
sion (composite and S-Video). MCI compliant. 


The WMiowie Miaster™ Classic VGA 
All the attributes of the Classic Combo MPEG 
playback card but output to VGA monitor only. 


The Movie WMaster™ Classic TV 
All the attributes of the Classic Combo MPEG 


playback card but output to PAL-NTSC television 
only. 


MPEG PLAYBACK 


Available From fe) 


Ace Multimedia National Call: : 


And All Good Computer Retailers 


Telephone: 01952 293999 Prices are subject to change without‘notice. All:information’is correct at the time of going to press. 
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©] To run select ‘Stonekeep’ from 

the CD-ROM's main menu. Now 
an information screen will appear 
click on the quit button to start 
installing the game onto your hard 


Maeey isc. Windows users will have to 
splay, quit to DOS to run Stonekeep. When 


ever you play this demo please 
ensure that the CD-ROM is in your 
drive even. 

Stonekeep is to be released in 

November after being ‘in 
progress’ for over seven years. Just to 
prove PC Review really does bring you 
‘the best in entertainment’ this month’s 
CD-ROM has an exclusive demo! The 
demo features the complete first level of 
this thirteen level epic. Our rival publica- 
tions are very jealous, for Stonekeep is 
widely regarded as one of the finest role 
playing games ever. 

You play Drake on his quest to bring 
the city of Stonekeep back from the 
forces of darkness. In order to do this 
you must collect nine magic orbs (well it 
makes a change from rings). Just like 
Doom the interface is first person 


Interplay (01235) 821666 ® CD 
Full of monsters, spells, exploration, 
and stunning 3D graphics Stonekeep 
is the ultimate in role play games. 
So take a step into the unknown, 
into a dark dangerous world, into a 
city that is Stonekeep... 


The Law of the Dungeon 


The interface 
Stonekeep’s interface is 

very intuitive. Use the 

cursor keys to move 

around the screen and 

perform actions with the 

mouse. The game uses a 

dynamic cursor i.e. 

changes according to 

the type of action you 

can perform. So if you 

pass over an essential item on the 
dungeon’s floor the cursor will change 
to a hand indicating you should pick it 
up. No more wandering around exam- 
ining every bit of furniture to see what 
secrets they hide. 


Inventory Panel 

You'll find the inventory panel on the 
right hand corner of the screen. To 
access it either click on the right 
mouse button or move the cursor to 
the right hand side of the screen and 


click on the mirror icon which 
appears. The inventory panel includes 
a scroll icon in which you collect items 
and a mirror icon so you can see how 
you're doing. 

The Journal 

It's the single most important object in 
the game so pick it up ASAP. Your jour- 
nal contains automaps of the dun- 
geon, your status, and information on 
items you have collected. It also con 
tains a complete list of spells and how 
to use them. Its most useful 


PC’s are funny things, for instance a memory problem can look like a disc prob- 
lem, so we recommend that you configure your memory before you run this 
month’s disc. To see how much memory you have type MEM at the DOS prompt. 
If the figure beside the line ‘largest executable program size’ is less than 550K 
your system is not set up correctly. The easiest way to reconfigure your memory 
is to use the Memmaker program. From the DOS prompt type MEMMAKER. The 
introduction screen will now appear, press the ENTER key. On the next screen 
select the CUSTOM SETUP option by pressing the SPACEBAR. On the next page 
make sure the answer to the option ‘Do you wish to use any programs that need 
expanded memory’ is ‘No’ and press the ENTER key. On the next page there are 
six options and these should be answered as follows: 
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Your passport to spell casting 
is the runes. You will also need a 
runecaster (above) looks a bit 
like a baseball bat. Choose a set 
of runes and paste them on the 
runecaster. To cast a spell swing 
the runecaster. Wave the 
runecaster again to repeat the 
last spell. 
feature is the ability to write your own 
notes on any of the pages. The journal 
is pretty easy to find, but be warned 
it's guarded. 

To move between pages in the journal 
just click on the edge of a page. To 
add notes just click where you want to 
place the text and type the message. 
Runes 

In Stonekeep you will need to use lots 
of magic. Spells are found on runes 
scattered around the dungeons. In 
addition to spells you must collect 
nine orbs. These give you magical 
powers when found and used. Well, 
it's better than bludgeoning orcs with 
a large stick. 


Option Answer 
1. Specify which drivers and TSR’s to include in optimisation? No 

2. Scan the upper memory aggressively? Yes 
3. Optimise upper memory for use with Windows? No 

4. Use monochrome region (B000 - B7FF) for running programs? Yes 
(unless you have a mono monitor) 

5. Keep current EMM386 memory exclusions and inclusions? No 


6. More extended BIOS data area from conventional to upper memory? Yes 


Follow the rest of the on-screen instructions, and Memmaker will reboot your sys- 
tem with your memory correctly configured. 


Zz nee ‘ot beat Li ae 
perspective game so you can fully inter- 
act in everything Drake does. 

Interplay has employed special effects 
that would make Hollywood proud to 
revolutionise the role-playing genre. The 
3D rendered dungeons play host to 
unspeakable terrors and creatures that 
will make your skin crawl (especially if 
you don’t like spiders). 

On your travels you'll have the chance 
to recruit up to seven characters to join 
you. You'll then become leader, but be 
warned, your band may not like every- 
thing you say. You will not see very much 
of your party however unless look your 
mirror in the inventory. The reason 
behind this is to keep the screen as 
uncluttered and intuitive as possible. 

Stonekeep’s graphics and special 
effects will astound non role-playing 
gamers, while its puzzles and game play 
will have role-play heads glued. So what 
are you doing reading this, get in that 
dungeon now and discover what an 
amazing gaming 
experience 
Stonekeep is. 


pe 


There are over 7O monsters in 
Stonekeep. These include gruesome 
giant insects, fire-breathing dragons, 
a skeleton called Lucy and even a Jim 


Gillies look-a-like. 


All dressed up for a knight on 
the town. 


Y 


,, Looks like a real ugly dude! 


Requires: 486DX2 66Mhz, 8Mb RAM, Sound Blaster and VGA. 


is three eaded monster is 


in two minds about everything. 


; hie 


7 Years, 1 Month, and 8 Days in the life ... 


October 1988 0 First discussions 
begin on a program simply called the 
dungeon game. 

November 1991 3 Years 1 Month The 
team begin experimenting with Strata 
vision, a 3-D rendering program 
January 1992 3 Years 3 Months The 
first 3-D rendered dungeon is complet- 
ed. It’s a milestone in the use of 3-D 
modelling for computer entertainment. 
February 1993 4 Years 4 Months The 
first disaster strikes. Months of outdoor 
filming is found to be unusable for the 
3-D computer environment. Five 
months of work must be re-done 
indoors. 

April 1993 4 Years 6 Months Disaster 
strikes again when the programmers 
begin integrating the animation’s with 
the new live video. The footage looks 
grainy and cartoony in comparison to 
the computer environment. 

May 1993 4 Years 7 Months Filming 


commences again, this time using a 
state-of-art Beta Cam video system. 
The results are spectacular. 

August 1993 4 Years 10 Months With 
the filming set backs, the time consum- 
ing editing of the digitised material and 
the enormous task of programming the 
game is pushed back to mid-1994. 
March 1994 5 Years 5 Months CD- 
ROM begins to change computer 
entertainment drastically. With the pro- 
gram taking up over 11 disks decision 
is made to move Stonekeep from flop- 
py disc to CD-ROM. The additional 
filming, voice recording, movie 
sequences and programming require- 
ments are planned and the goal of 
Christmas 1994 is set. 

October 1994 6 Years The pressure 
and frustration of the set-backs and 
reworking take their toll. The lead pro- 
grammer leaves the project as do sev- 
eral of the team’s artists. A revaluation 


of the game reveals that the CD-ROM 
additions are bigger than the original 
game and months will be needed to 
integrate the two. 

January 1995 6 Years 3 Months The 
first glimpse of Stonekeep in its entire- 
ty is seen. The long process of testing, 
script fine-tuning, debugging and opti- 
misation begins. 

July 25, 1995 6 Years 9 Months 25 
Days The first three levels are pressed 
onto CD. 

August 1, 1995 6 Years 10 Months 
Stonekeep day at Interplay. The launch 
is planned and a final build date is set 
October 15, 1995 7 Years, 15 Days 
PC Review hits the shops with a copy 
of the Stonekeep demo. Finally you 
can see and experience the epic fanta- 
sy adventure that has been seven 
Years in the making. 

November 8, 1995 7 Years, 1 Month, 
8 Days Stonekeep goes on sale? 


Please read these instructions 
carefully before you run this 
month’s CD-ROM or floppy disks. 


CD Loading 

In DOS 

1) First insert your CD-ROM into 
the drive and wait for the light on 
the front of the drive to go out. 

2) Next, log on to the CD-ROM 
drive by typing its drive letter. 

3) Now type either PCR for the title 
screen or PCR2 to skip the title 
screen. 

4) The screen is laid out in boxes, 
each box contains a colour 
screenshot of the demo and the 
title of the game. Click on the next 
page and previous page buttons 
to move between the screens. To 
run a program click on the box you 
want and press the enter key. 

5) An information screen may now 
appear press the esc key to pro- 
ceed with either installing or run- 
ning the chosen program. 

N.B. If you have problems with the 
graphical menu try the text one, 
just add the letter T e.g PCR T or 
PCR2 T. In the text version you 
again use cursor keys to select the 
demo you want and press the 
enter key to run it. 


in Windows 3.1 
and Windows ‘95 
1) Click on Go.bat (for the intro 
screen) or Go2.bat (for just the 
graphical menu). 

2) Follow points 4 and 5 above. 

3) Some of the programs may 
install to your hard disc using 
DOS. You may need to quit out of 
windows and go into DOS. For 
windows ‘95 users the easiest way 
to do this is to close the system 
down and reboot. When the 
‘Starting Windows ‘95’ message 
appears press F8 and select the 
MS DOS option. If after this you 
find your CD-ROM drive does not 
work — don’t panic as Window’s 
‘95 rems out drivers it does not 
like. To un-rem the CD-ROM driver 
line type ‘edit config.sys’ and 
delete any rems - Windows will 
clearly mark which lines it has 
tampered with. If still have prob- 
lems ring the PCR Review disc hot- 
line on (01451) 810788. 


Floppy Disk 
Loading 

Dos only 

1) At the DOS a: prompt type PCR 
[and then press the Enter key]. 

2) Now simply follow the on- 
screen instructions. 
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LucasArts Entertainment Company is proud to present 


THE 


A team of astronauts is mysteriously transported 
to an alien world where they uncover fantastic 
artefacts of an ancient yet advanced civilisation. 
These vital ruins hold the key to their escape. Yet 
as they puzzle their way to Freedom, the delicate 
balance of human nature is disturbed as greed and 
self preservation corrupt their desperate quest... 
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The coverdisk hotline is (01451) 810788, open Mon-Fri 3pm-5pm 


Wetlands 


Rolling demo © U.S. Gold (0121) GOG 
1800 eCD 


Take a deep 
breath... 


To run select ‘Wetlands’ from the 
CD-ROM's main menu: 
Join John: Cole, no not the ex-BBC 
news man, but a freelance “tracker”. 
Your mission is to capture an escaped madman who has the ability to destroy 
planets within the galaxy, but other than that he’s really quite nice. 
Wetlands is an animated adventure with blazing action right from the start: 
Along the way, you will use a variety of vehicles, weapons and gadgets 
including futuristic cycles and submarines. So get your trigger finger 
ready as you'll be competing in deadly games of combat against 


villains, hover boats and attack bombers: If you're into 
deadly, fast-action, adventure gam- 
ing, dive into Wetlands! : 
Requires: -486- or 


greater, 8MB RAM, 
MS-DOS" 5:0 — or 
~) greater, VGA and 
®. Double speed ¢ 
> CD-ROM drive. 


Team 17 (01924) 267776 © CD and disk 
PC Review has worms, and 
it has nothing to do with 
intestinal infestations. 


CD instructions: Select the shareware menu and press the enter key. Then select 
worms from the text sub-menu. 

Disk instructions: At the a: DOS prompt type pcr and then press the enter key. 
Worms comes across as a sort of Lemmings meets wargaming-type thing, with two 
teams of four warrior worms taking it in turns to battle it out over some rugged ter- 
rain with their arsenal of deadly weapons. 

Your worm has a limited amount of time in which to move, then aim and fire its 
weapon. Use the left and right arrows to move, [Enter] to jump, and [Space] to fire. 
Clicking the right mouse but- i = 
ton will bring up a range of 
amusing and destructive 
weapons to choose from, 
but beware — if you’re not 
careful you can blow up 
yourself or one of your team- fi 
mates by accident! 
Requires: 486PC, 4Mb RAM, jaa 
VGA display and Sound- 
blaster compatible card. 


cats here ... 

To run select Witchhaven from the CD-ROM's main menu. 

Witchaven is the name of a new Doom-ish fantasy adventure. The demo on this 
month’s CD-ROM features the entire first episode of the game. 

So to the story ... The people on the island of Stazhia never really thought the leg- 
ends were true. After all, witches are creatures of fairy tales. Their worries were 
much more practical, in particular, they feared that the volcano Char, on a nearby 
island of the same name, would someday erupt and destroy their world. 
Unfortunately the volcano has started rumbling and smoking and Stazhia has been 
evacuated. Char has become a desolate isle of pure evil, rife with the corrupting 
influence of a powerful group of witches. 

The game takes place in a huge underground labyrinth known as the Witchaven. 
Little is Known about the underground lair, but it is rumoured that deep within the 
Volcano, a demon of tremendous magical powers supplies the witches with their 
magical abilities in return for a human sacrifice. You have been chosen to enter the 
Witchaven and destroy the three witches. You're armed with the most powerful 
weapons and magic your people can provide. In other 
words very little. 

Doom fans will be pleased to learn that there is 
plenty of blood to be let. A full arsenal of 
weapons has been scattered around the vol- 
cano for you to experiment with. However, it’s 
not all gore as you will have to collect spells 
perform magic and solve puzzles. 

Requires: 486DX 66Mhz, 8Mb RAM, sound 
card and a VGA display. 


<— 
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Requires: 486DX | GoM, a A4Mib- RAM, 600K Base | SenOn. Vea, sound card and | 
eit Ouse, 


4 
: 
1 
Media ‘Communications (01 81) 810 8383 ® 
cD 

To run select countdown from the 
CD-ROM's main menu. A text infor- 
mation screen appears press the esc 
key to install the game. 

No, this is not a Thunderbirds shoot 
‘em up, but a puzzler based on the 
Channel Four TV series. You can 
compete against either the computer 
or a friend. For those who haven't 
seen the series there are three types 
of game. In the letters game you 
select nine letters and try to make the 
longest word possible. In the num- 
bers game one player selects six 
numbers between one and one hun- 
dred. A target figure appears and you 
have to make the numbers add up to | 
this. In the conundrum game you 
have to unscramble a nine letter word [og 
before the end of the countdown. It 
even has the ticking clock and every- 
thing. ESS . 
Requires: 486, 4Mb RAM, anda VGA & “The letters you’ve drawn are the 
display. following: S-A-D-L-O-S-E-R-S” 


1D 
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The coverdisk hotline is (01451) 810788, open Mon-Fri 3pm-5pm 


vee ee 
Maxis (0171) 490 2333 ® CD 


To run select Sim Isle from the CD-ROM’s main menu. 
Want to get away from it all? Sim Isle will take you to a tropical island paradise. 
Unfortunately you’ve got the job of running it. This involves discovering rare ani- 
mals and ensuring their survival, whilst at the same time increasing the island’s 
tourist trade. Luckily there is a team of experts at your disposal. Each one has their 
own unique abilities ranging from ecological to industrial expertise. If you employ 
their skills correctly you should be able to turn the island into a flourishing success. 
Sim Isle may have a strong ecological slant, but remember that you'll need to get 
your economy up and running as well. 
This demo feature one of the 40 
islands in the full game. So don those 
khaki sorts and get to work with your 
ecological hit squad. 
Requires: 486PC, 8Mb, 610K base 
memory, 5Mb of hard disk space and 
a mouse. 
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ODGE HOOKS, EVADE THE ALWAYS WELL 

CMED FRITZ, AND HUNT DOWN THE EVIE DR. 
ERO NEUROSIS AS YOU RACE THROUGH HIS 
WISTED CASTLE, BUT ALWAYS KEEP AN EYE 


TOR THIS EXPLOSIVELY INTERACTIVE 
PERIENCE WILL BLOW YOUR MIND! — VA 
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mpire Interactive, The Spires, 677 High Road, North Finchley, London N12 ODA. Tel: 0181 343 9143 Fax: 0181 343 7447 


Origin/EA (01753) 549442 e CD 

To run select “Cybermage” from the CD-ROM’s main menu. 

Cybermage is a bit of a Doom ’em up, but there’s more to it than simply Doom with 
a few go-faster stripes. You can control tanks and hover bikes as well as blowing 
the bad guys into splats of entrails and the graphics are pretty ambitious. It’s it more 
complex on the control front too, so here’s the basic guide. 


Movement 

Fire 

Open doors/Activate switches 
Enter vehicles Cntrl + Enter. 
Jump Cntrl + Up arrow. 
Map on M. 

Access inventory F3 

Help ds 


Cursor keys or mouse. 
Space bar. 
Cnitrl + Enter 


Requires: 486 66mhz, 8Mb RAM, VGA, and a Sound Blaster or compatible card. 
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The coverdisk hotline is (01451) 810788, open Mon-Fri 3pm-5pm 


EA/Bullfrog (01753) 549 442e CD 


Oh no! Not more legs! I’m starting to develop a phobia now. ¥V 


Even since Magic Carpet appeared we’ve been chomping 
at the bit for a sequel and Bullfrog didn’t disappoint, 
with Magic Carpet 2 garnering the coveted “PC 
Review Recommended” in our last issue. In the 
interests of fairness we thought it only right that 
you should get a crack at it too, and what better 
way to do it than.a demo on the cover disk? 
Once you start the demo there are five icons 
along the bottom of the screen. Click the furthest 
left to start the interactive demio, the next is for help 
and the next two are rolling demos. The right icon 
exits. 
Basic control is with the mouse and, like the original, 
you can assign a spell to each mouse button. What are you 
waiting for? Beat it! 


Too many legs. Far too many legs. 


GT Interactive (0171) 258 3856 @ CD 


To run select “Mortal Kombat 3” from the CD-ROM's main menu. 

Well, it's Mortal Kombat 3, init? What more can we say? Except perhaps, “there’s 
even a Mortal Kombat film now and it’s actually quite good”. Still, if you weren’t 
actually able to be in the film (not being a major Hollywood star and all) you can at 
least try out one of the best beat em ups around. 

You can play as Jaxx or Sheeva (a babe with more arms than is strictly regulation 
and a most impressive special move which involves jumping on people’s heads 
from a great height) and it’s two player so you can humiliate one of your friends too. 
The screen shots don’t really do it justice, so you better boot it up, post haste. 
Requires: 486DX 33, 4Mb RAM, 20Mb Hard Disk, Sound Blaster or compatible. 


PLAYER 1 
Insert 
Delete 

End 

Page Up 
Page Down 
Home 


High Punch 
Low Punch 
Block 

High Kick 
Low Kick 
Run 


And if they don’t suit you define your own. 


A Bloody hell! My flat’s at the top 
of that building and it looks like my 
kitchen’s on fire. 


A Obviously no one ever showed 
Jaxx the right way to treat a lady. 
She loves it really. 


Red ghost is a superb audio visual experience 


that combines the best elements of action 


Strategy and simulation in one explosive game 


COMMAND AND. CONTROL AN INTERNATIONAL SPECIAL |FORCES 

UNIT WITH ORDERS TO: ATTACK AND DESTROY: AN ULTRA SECRET 
MILITARY FORCE KNOWN ONLY AS RED GHOST. THE MISSION 1S 

TOP SECRET AND MUST BE CARRIED OUT CLINICALLY AND EFFICIENTLY. 
SKILFUL MANAGEMENT OF TROOPS AND RESOURCES ARE VITAL TO 
ACHIEVE MULTIPLE MISSION OBJECTIVES. 


PC COROM 


EMPIRE INTERACTIVE, THE SPIRES, 677 HIGH'ROAD; NORTH FINCHLEY, LONDON N12.0DA. TeL: 0181 343 7337 Fax: 0181 343 7447 Mopem: 0181343 7557 


The coverdisk hotline is (01451) 810788, open Mon-Fri 3pm-5pm 


hink of the best games you've 

played recently, not just on a 

PC but also on a console or in 

the arcades. The chances are 

that most of them will have 
been 3D. That’s because 3D graphics 
have ushered a whole new level of real- 
ism to the gaming world. 

Just think about the differences 
between the old Atari road racer Pole 
Position and today’s graphically-absorb- 
ing road huggers: Screamer, Ridge 
Racer, Sega Rally and Fatal Racing. The 
atmosphere and excitement you feel in 
the differences in car handling as it jud- 
ders at every bump, power-slides 
around corners, and slams into oppos- 


3D-Ware is a fully featured suite of tools 
Cworth over £115) which will let you create 
stunning, near-arcade quality 3D games or 
graphics. And it’s yours to keep. 


and more than a little patience. But once 
you get to grips with this month’s exclu- 
sive cover disc you may well beg to 
differ. Because with 3D-Ware it’s your 
chance to create your own 
3D games on your PC. 


ing cars is electric. The effect is amaz- 
ing, and it’s all thanks to the awesome 
3D graphics used in such games. 
Creating such games, however, is 
generally thought to be beyond the 
scope of mere mortals such as our- 
selves. Most of the time it 
seems as though 
you need a degree 
in computing §sci- 
ence, artistic talent 


But what is 
3D-Ware? 
3D-Ware is a suite of graphics 
tools that will let you build 
your own 3D worlds and 
y objects, be they cars 
hurtling round a race 
track, fighters slugging it 
out in a ring, tanks on a 
battle field, or battle ships 
pounding each other in a 3D 
Water World. 

With the tools in this very neat 
package you can create the mod- 
els, scenery, and objects for your game 
world, using simple to master concepts 
and ultimately creating a look very simi- 
lar to that of Sega’s land-mark Virtua 
series of games. The program is easy to 
use and works by letting you build up 
the shapes you need from lots of poly- 
gons. Each polygon can then be 
coloured to add depth, realism and feel. 
When it comes to manipulating the 
shapes the computer then just 
needs to change the size and position 
of the polygons to move an object or 
change the view point. 


Virtua Cop uses fairly simple 
flat-shaded polygons to great 
effect. 
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OVER 


£115 


WORTH OF 
GAMES 

CREATION 

TOOLS! 


This is the birds demo which 
comes with 3D-Ware 


In fact, to see just what 3D-Ware is 
capable of, why not try this easy trick. 
Install the utility from this month’s cover 
CD and at the MS-DOS prompt type in 
the following: 

CD c:\virtek\dos\demos 

Now press Enter and type in: 
BIRDS 

Follow this with Enter. This will show a 
Blue cloudy sky with a flock of birds fly- 
ing around. Each bird is built from a set 
of separate polygons and all are inde- 
pendently controlled. The real power of 
3D-Ware can be seen when you move 
closer to the flock — done by moving 
the vertical slider on the right hand side 


C For Yourself 


AC tutorial would fill this entire mag- 
azine, but we know you’re just itch- 
ing to try it out. Until next month 
here’s a quick program you can try. 
From the MS-DOS prompt type ‘CD 
c:\tclite\bin’ followed by Return. 
Now type ‘tc’ and Return. Borland’s 
C++ system will now load, to try it 
out type in these lines. 

Main() 

{ 

printf(“Hello World\n\n"); 

} 

Select the Run menu and click on 
the RUN option. The program will 
now compile and executre. You'll 
see the screen clear and change to 
show your message, the screen will 
then go back to the Turbo C++ 
screen. Click on the Window menu 
and ‘User Screen’ to see the mes- 
sage for longer. 


downwards, and increasing the number 
of birds (this time using the horizontal 
slider and moving it to the right). Try 
moving the sliders around changing the 
viewing point and number of birds. To 
exit the demo click on the Quit button in 
the bottom right hand corner. 


3D Motors 

Another demo can be found by running 
the program Shedit. This shows four 
windows each with a Formula One car in 
it. Click on the first window and then on 
the number in the top corner. A menu 
will now drop down. Click on the 
Horizon option and select Faded, now 
select the menu again, this time click on 
the Spin option. You'll now see a green 
base appear, and the car will start spin- 
ning around it. Do the same with the 
other three windows. Even on a 486 you 
should see all four cars spinning in three 
dimensions without slowing down, 
thanks to 3D-Ware. 

Installed with 3D-Ware is a compre- 
hensive on-line manual, this will show 
you how to use the various utilities that 
make up the 3D-Ware suite of programs. 
To see this load up Windows and the 
File Manager. Now double click on the 
file acroread.doc in the manual folder, 
this will install a viewing program for the 


The 3D-Ware tools will work on a 
386 based PC, even the 3D worlds 
produced can be displayed and 
manipulated on 386 PCs. To use the 
on-line manual you'll need a PC 
running Microsoft Windows. 


manual and restart your system. Now 
reload the File Manager, but this time 
double clicking on the file ‘manual.pdf’ 
in the \virtek\dos\manual folder. Don’t 
worry if you find much of it confusing, 
we'll be running in-depth tutorials over 
the next couple of months which will 
cover all the aspects of this powerful 
and flexible group of programs. 

Once you’ve created your world, the 
program generates the programming 
code needed to display and manipulate 
your creations. Then all you have to do 
is incorporate this code into your own 
game programming and hasta la vista 
baby, your game is ready. Experienced 
programmers will by now be thinking 
‘ha, they think it’s that easy!’. Well creat- 
ing 3D games with 3D-Ware is a lot, lot, 
easier than hand crafting the game 
graphics yourself, but you will still need 
to write the game logic (not so 
simple) and for this 


This is Lau, 
one of the 

stars of Sega’s 
remarkable 3D 
Virtua Fighter games. 


Upgrade to 
texture mapped 
glory! 


The version of 3D-Ware on our 
cover disc is the personal version, 
which can produce fast, detailed 3D 
graphics. If you're serious about 
creating the next big game, or even 
something like Virtua Fighter 2 or 
Daytona, you'll probably want to get 
hold of 3D-Ware Professional. This 
provides a comprehensive set of 
tools for 3D graphics creation (like 
the personal version), but also 
allows your polygon graphics to be 
texture mapped (wrapping a picture 
over a polygon to add texture and 
feel to the shapes) and shaded. The 
images shown on these pages fea- 
ture texture mapping/shadings to 
reproduce them you'll need the Pro 
version. Ring 3D-Ware (0161) 237 
9929 for upgrade details. 


you'll need to program in C. So natural- 
ly, you'll also need a C compiler, 70 get 
you started we’ve included a custom 
version of Borland Turbo C++, this is 
installed when you select 3D-Ware on 
the cover disc. With this and our tutori- 
als you'll soon be writing C++ pro- 
grams (see the panel ‘C for Yourself’ on 
these pages). If you can already pro- 
gram in C and have a C compiler (with 
an Intel Object compatible linker) you 
can try writing a game to take advan- 
tage of 3D-Ware’s power. Have a look at 
the some of the sample C programs 
which are stored in the 
\virtek\dos\Examples directory. 

Next month we'll take you through 
using 3D-Ware and how to program 
games using it and C++. We'll also be 
taking a look at how you can go about 
creating some 
actual 
graphics 
using 3D- 
Ware. See 
you then. 


Next month we’ll be starting the C++ tutorials 
where we’ll be taking you through this 
powerful language, step by step. 
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Formula Graphics 
Multimedia System 3.0 


Harrow Software, GPO Box 1722, Sydney 
2001, Australia CD 
Email: formula@magna.com.au 


Now select Picture from the element 
list. Again, select a bitmap picture. A 
picture element window will open and 
the pictures name will be added to the 
presentation window’s element list. 

To.add sound, choose Sound from 
the element menu: After selecting a 
sound (.wav file) you can test it by 
pressing the play button: 

Finally, add an input by choosing 
Input from the element menu. After 
entering a name, an input element 
window. will appear. Now. select the 
‘key press/mouse click’ option in the 
input element window. 

You can'test this screen by selecting 
Test Screen from the presentation 
menu. First the background will 
appear, then the picture followed by 
the sound. When the presentation 
gets to the input, it will stop and wait 
for either a mouse click or a key to be 
pressed. 

If you get stuck or want to know 
more just. click on the help menu 
which is provided within the package. 
Requires: 386PG, § 
Windows 3.1, and a 
VGA display. 


To run select Formula Graphics 3 from 
the CD-ROM's main menu. After it has 
been installed onto your hard disk click 
on the Formula Graphics 3 icon in the 
program group. 

Formula Graphics Multimedia System 
will bring pictures, sounds and anima- 
tions to life. This release has all the fea- 
tures you need to build an interactive 
game or presentation. Here’s a quick 
tutorial to get you started: 

Select New. from the presentation 
menu. Enter the name of the presenta- 
tion in the “Save As’ window which will 
appear. To open our first screen select 
New: Screen. After you enter a screen 
name, a graphics window and a 
screen window will open. 

Now choose Background from the 

element menu. You can use any 

bitmap (.bmp), picture, this pack- 
. age does not: supply any, but 
_ you'll find plenty in your 
Windows. directory. -A- back- 
ground element window. will 

be displayed. 


Multimedia Demo 
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< You supply the 
pics sound and 
text (and the 
imagination, of 
course), and let us 
supply the soft- 
ware to put it all 
together in an all- 
in-one multimedia 
presentation. 
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Gremlin Interactive (0114) 275 3423 eCD 


Fatal Racing 


To run select “Fatal Racing” from the CD-ROM's main menu. 
Featuring spiral roadways, 360 degree loops and insane jumps, Fatal Racing 
looks like a cross between Ridge Racer and the arcade classic, Hard Drivin’. 
Loads of cars, loads of tracks and a network option make this one to look out for, 
but naturally we couldn’t give it a build up like that without giving you a chance 
to try it for yourself. That would be cruel, so we've got a playable demo for you. 
You're limited to one track and one car, but that should be enough to get your 
heart racing. 

Look out for the review in this very issue over on page 76. 
Requires: DX2 66, 4Mb RAM, 8Mb.of hard disk, SVGA, Sound Blaster or com- 
patible. 


A I think my paint might just 
need a bit of retouching. 


Mech Warrior 2 


Activision (0181) 742 9400 e CD 


To run select “Mech Warrior 2” from the CD-ROM's main menu. 
Mech Warrior 2 is based on a series of best selling sci-fi books and sees you join- 
ing a mercenary clan and fighting for their honour. You control a large war robot 
(the Mech of the title) armed with an array of weapons — from machine guns and 
missiles to particle beam weapons and heavy cannons. Each mission has a 
number of objectives and after completing them all, you go to the final naviga- 
tion point for extraction. 

Although the mech can be viewed from an external perspective, in-cockpit is 
probably best and although there are too many keys 
to detail here, it’s surprisingly easy to get to grips 
with. For the definitive review, see last issue. 
Requires: DX2-66, 8Mb RAM, MSDOS 5, 
Sound Blaster or compatible. 


A Stopping off at that motorway 
cafe is a bad idea. 


I'm only glad that wasn’t me. I’m 
allergic to being blown up. > 


Loli llibebeky 
u 18s eA! iS 


A I have you now my pretty. I have you now! 
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US Gold (0121) GOG 1800 @ CD 

To run select ‘TekWar’ from the CD- 

ROM’s main menu. An information 

screen will appear. Press the Esc 

key to move on and then follow the 

on-screen instructions. 

TekWar the game is based upon 

William Shatner’s best selling 

TekWar books, the subsequent 

films and now the cable television 

series. Who said Kirk was dead? 

You play a member of the Cosmos ; 2 

Security Agency, the private Anti- = —— = 

Tek force run by Walter Bascom — played by William Shatner in the television 
show. Tek, for the uninitiated, is a highly addictive and destructive drug. Bascom is 
a well-connected and rich industrialist devoted to taking down the Tek dealers of 
the day, known as TekLords. 

TekWar uses the 3D “BUILD” engine, licensed exclusively from Texas-based 
developers Apogee, which allows for effects like maps with rooms above rooms, 
real swinging doors and even moving vehicles that can be boarded. Wandering 
around Los Angeles, 50 years in the future, you get to use weapons and equipment 
identical to those featured in the TV series. It looks good and the game play is bril 
liant, so beam into the demo now! 

Requires: 486DX 66Mhz, 8MB RAM Sound Blaster or compatible and a VGA card. 
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A culture of service 


Good manners, attentive service and keeping promises are a fundamental part of the 


way we work. It’s not too much to ask Call 01344 484646 to experience the culture. MONITORS 


EDITOR'S 


Sound Galaxy WaveRider 32+ 


P 1 
Compute 


World 


CHOICE 


Best Sound Card 


April 1995 


If you want to feel the maximum impact and get the 
most power out of your multimedia, there’s only one 
way to go. With the high-performance, high-technology 
products from the force in multimedia excitement, Aztech. 


Azrecu Sounp Boarps, A MuttimepiA ADRENALINE RUSH. 


From starter boards to the top end, we’ve got a sound 
board that will work for you. Take our Nova 16 Extra, 
for example. It gives you the crystal-clear, CD quality 
16-bit sound you want, at a price 
you can afford. And like all Aztech 
sound cards, it’s upgradeable to 
wave-table synthesis. 

If you crave the ultimate in PC 
sound, check out the new WaveRider 
32+ with CD-quality 

F B 16-bit, wave-table 


synthesis sound, 32 
aaa simultaneous voice play- 
§ back capability and 128 instrument 
and 69 drum sound effects. 


Sounp GaLaxy Muttimepia Uparabe Kits, 
Totat Muttimepia EXCITEMENT. 


Aztech has over 10 options to turn your PC into a 
multimedia excitement machine. Our Voyager multimedia 
upgrade kit comes loaded with a Nova 16 sound 
board, a double speed CD-ROM drive and great 
bundled software like award-winning Outpost, New 
Grolier Encyclopedia, Indiana Jones and more. 


UK Office: 

AZTECH UK LTD 

2 Midas House, Calleva Park, 
Aldermaston Berks, 

RG7 4QZ UK 

Tel: (0734) 814-121 

Fax: (0734) 819-951 


Manufactured By: 

AZTECH SYSTEMS LTD 

31 Ubi Road 1, Aztech Building, 
Singapore 1440. 

Tel: (65) 741-7211 

Fax: (65) 741-8678/9 

Tix: RS 36560 AZTECH 


For even higher performance, try the Explorer 
Personal Multimedia System that comes with a 
double-speed external CD-ROM system, 
incredible bundled software and the intense 
multimedia sound of wave-table synthesis. 
It’s even easy to install-just plug in the cable, 
install the software and go! 


Take Murimepia To THE Outer Limits With AzrECH VIDEO. 


In business, the cutting edge is video. If you want 
high quality video for your presentations, training pro- 
grams and more, Video Galaxy 
boards offer sharp VGA resolution 
up to 16 million colors, multiple- 
source audio and video capture, 
even a tuner for TV 
while you work. 

What it all 
comes down to is 
that Aztech has the products and 
the prices to take you to the 
extreme edge of multimedia. 
Check out the technology. Feel the 
excitement. Aztech is more than multimedia. 
It’s full power multimedia. 


AZTE=zH 


Full Power Multimedia 


Video Galaxy 


For more information call 
Aztech 0734-814121 NOW! 


©Copyright Aztech Systems Ltd. All rights reserved. Windows and MS-DOS are trademarks of Microsoft Corporation. All trade names and marks are registered 
trademarks of respective companies. Specifications subject to change without prior notice. 
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im scared We 


Virgin (0171) 3682255 e CD 

To run select “The Dig” from the CD-ROM's main menu. 

The Dig, from LucasArts, has been long awaited, but we 
should finally see it in the shops later this year. Although with this very issue in your 
greasy mitts you can take a look at Virgin’s new baby (what do you mean, virgins 
can’t have babies? Haven't you ever read the Bible?) a lot sooner than that. Plot 
wise you command a shuttle on a mission to divert an asteroid from one of those 
nasty collision-with-the-earth situations. You land, are transported to an alien world 
light years away, then have to figure out what the hell is going on. Sounds a little 
familiar really. 

You get to play the first few scenes in the demo which is enough to give you a feel 
for the game. The interface is a minimalist point and click thing which is really easy 
to get to grips with so there’s no point in me bantering on about it. Just remember 
that a right click brings up your inventory, drag an item out of it to use and then right 
click again to get rid of it. Enjoy. 

Requires: 486, 4Mb RAM, VGA, Sound Blaster or compatible. 


Now that has got to hurt. 
Bit of a sneak attack too 
by the looks of things. 


Mission Critical 


Virgin (0171) 368 2255 e cD 


To run select “Mission 

Critical” from the CD- 

ROM's main menu. 

SVGA graphics and 

an appearance from 

Star Trek: The Next} > 

Generation’s Michael fe 

Dorn (Worf) is enough } 

to get any game 

noticed, but when it = ff 
comes from Legend, A wnat aie toys! This is better than Christmas. 
a company known for strong story lines and solid playability, then it has to be 
worth a look. Mission Critical will be one of the first Legend games to be 
distributed by Virgin under its new tie-up and if you want to know what it has in 
store for you, then we just happen to have a rolling demo of the game. 
What a remarkable coincidence, eh? Check out the last issue for our Legend pro- 
file including a round-up of their games. 

Requires: DX2, 4Mb RAM, Sound Blaster or compatible. 


Daze (0171) 258 3791 ® CD 

To run select “Pole Position” from the CD-ROM's main menu. 

With the popularity of football management sims it’s surprising that it’s taken this 

long for Formula One to get a share of the action. The easiest way to describe Pole 

Position is Ultimate Soccer Manager for cars. You pick your team, develop engines, 

decide on race strategy, placate stroppy drivers, cultivate sponsors and fire people. 
In this demo you can’t actually race, but you can explore all the aspects of the 

game in enough depth to let you jump right into the game if you buy it. Once you're 

on a hot-spot the text will come up. Just click it and away you go. When you want 

to quit click the waste basket in the main office and then on the door that says 

“Goodbye”. Drivers start your engines. 

Requires: DX2, 4Mb RAM, Sound Blaster or compatible. 


If you down to the woods today, you’d better look out for the 
Formula 1 cars doing close to 200 m.p.h. 
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Brand new this month, Shareware Shopping iets 


WinU Menu 
WinU is a_ dedicated 


SG Hears -card game 


Windows 95 menu system 
with security access features 
that make it ideal for parents 
or those who need to restrict 
access to certain software on 
their PCs. It’s useful for 
supervising Internet use, 
monitoring games playing or 
preventing your most used 
or important applications 
being meddled with. And it’s 
easy to use too. 

You install WinU by placing it in your 
Startup folder. Once there you must 
change the Windows 95 taskbar so 
that it doesn’t always appear on top, 
and then WinU will take complete con- 
trol of your system. 

From here on you have all the pro- 
tection you need for your PC. This 
means it will only let users run pro- 
grams which have menu buttons and 
only the password will get them into 
the customisation screens. 

It also means that you can set the 
amount of time that users have in any 
program, allowing them a period of 
grace so that they can save whatever 


Each button can be setup just 
the way you want it in WinU. 
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All your programs can be 
accessed from a single custom 
designed screen. 


they're doing before it closes. Or you 
can activate the programs file logging 
feature that shows how long each pro- 
gram was run and for how long. 

The layout of the menu can be cus- 
tomised, although it could be a little 
more flexible and friendly to set up. As 
well as the password system, each 
application can be assigned a warning 
panel so nobody gets caught out 
when a program suddenly tells them to 
save up because it’s about to quit. 

There are also a few lesser features 
such as customisable backgrounds. 
But that’s all a bonus when you con- 
sider the usefulness of this program. If 
you’re worried about children getting 
at things they shouldn’t or want to 
restrict the use of a PC’s modem to 
save on ‘phone bills, this package is 
perfect in every sense. 

Evaluation versions from 
Goodman International @ (01782) 
335650 ® Price $29.95 


PC Review Rating 
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H.U.R.L. 

(CD and DISK). 

HURL is a first person perspective 
action: game that should: appeal. to 
youngsters. It offers all the thrills and 
Spills of a game like Doom but without 
the blood-spattered. violence or the 
frightening: sound effects. In fact, the 
most you have to féar from HURL is a 
big duck throwing an egg at you. 

The object-of the game is to collect 
the trash from the streets, scoring 
points as you do so. The baddies, an 
amusing assortment ranging from the 


HURL — something to do with 
rubbish methinks. \ 


Virus is a simple but fairly enjoyable 
Windows game that turns the tables 
on conventional wisdom and puts you 
in the hot seat as Vinny the Virus. You 
have a whole hard disk to play on and 
must infect as much as possible 
before the horrible virus killer comes 
along and eats you alive — all the 
while avoiding the bad clusters and 
gathering up bytes to score points. 
You move the virus around using the 
arrow keys and can leap one or two 
squares by holding down the space 
bar, to stay one jump ahead of that 
baddie. Presumably it’s meant to be 
that spoil-sport Dr Solomon and his 
anti-social anti-virus software. 


you sample the delights of shareware direct 
from your cover disc or disk. We rate it, you 

” play it and if you like it don’t forget to register 
‘cos that’s what shareware’s ali about. 


The collec- 
tion of car- 
toon bad- 
dies will 
make them 


aforementioned 

duck to-a crocodile, 

a cat anda: pig, throw 

things at you. to make you dirty. So 
you have to spend your points on 
soap to get cleaned up. 

The: game- runs’ very smoothly 
although the graphics tend to be a lit- 
tle blocky. The sound effects and 
music are good and there are plenty 
of extras designed to make you 
chuckle. And before you ask, I’ve no 
idea what HURL stands for... 
Evaluation version from Ensign 
on @ (0181) 778 2871 @ Price 
$39.95 


PC Review Rating 


The game itself is little more than 
average and the graphics are only 
fractionally more exciting than they 
were on my long dead Spectrum. The 
kids will probably like it though. 
Evaluation and registered ver- 
sions from The Thompson 
Partnership @ (01889) 564601 ® 
Price $10 


PC Review Rating 


Seen this somewhere before, 
have you? 


Super Speed 

Following the success of Micro 
Machines, it’s nice to see the old 
favourites dragged out and 
revamped. I’m talking, of course, 
about the overhead miniature race 
games that were so popular on the 
first 16-bit computers like the Amiga 
and of which Super Speed is a pol- 
ished if unoriginal clone. 

It’s a full colour DOS-only game (it 
has problems with Windows 95) that 
offers up to four players racing 
against each other on the same key- 
board. The choice of keys is sensible 
(after all there’s only left, right and go 
to remember) and the sound and 
graphics are nice and smooth. There 
are three tracks in the shareware ver- 
sion packed with various obstacles 
to keep you on your toes. 
Evaluation versions from Ensign 
on @ (0181) 778 2871 ® Price 
$15 


PC Review Rating 


Wordwiz 3.0 
Wordwiz is an automated 
word puzzle.composer for 
Windows. You can design 
and create six different 
kinds of puzzle — cross- 
word, instant crossword, 
word search, number fill- 
in, word fill-in. and instant 
word fill-in. Wordwiz can 
export puzzles to a 
Windows Metafile or a 
colour bitmap so you can 
use them in other documents such as 
newsletters, classroom worksheets 
and so on. 

You specify the size and layout of 
the puzzle and watch the composer 
automatically fill in the gaps using the 
its 30,000 word database. 

If you want to ensure your own 
words are used, you can place your 
own into the empty grid pattern’ and 
lock them in place before starting the 
automatic composer. You can also 


PixFolio 

PixFolio is a 32-bit Windows 95 image 
cataloguing program designed to help 
you. manage your image collection. 
PixFolio can read:a variety of different 
graphics formats produced by popular 
programs including TIFF Targa, BMP. 
PCX, GIF, JPEG and PhotoCD, as well 
as MPEG, AVI and FLI animations, 
MIDI and WAV files and several.vector 
formats such as‘;CGM and WME. It can 
also convert picture formats. 


PixFolio even 
displays vector 
«~ graphics, 
videos and 
sound 
files. 


Write Your Own 
Obituary 
There has to be at least one daft 
shareware release a month and this is 
it. | kid you not, the title of the thing is 
as above. You enter some sketchy 
details of your life and the program 
puts it all together and comes up with 
the words you hope will never be said. 
At least not for a while. 

Well just for a laugh, here’s what 
they said. Or rather what | said... 


“oa geotaccorolstme 
‘becoms you" gools 


Orkte Not 
Degr you" 


write your own clues for the full cross- 


words. If you don’t want to export the 
puzzle you can preview it on screen’or 
print it out directly from within the pro- 
gram: You can specify one of several 
Windows fonts for the typeface and 
use different colours and block styles 
for even more variation. 

Evaluation versions from Ensign 
on @ (0181) 778 2871 @ Price $19 
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The catalogues are more than just 
lists — you can’ annotate the entries 
with your own comments and add key- 
words to make search and retrieval 
much easier. 

Images can be rotated,’ resized, 
flipped about an axis, cropped and 
expanded: They can be dithered in var- 
ious ways too and the program acts as 
an OLE server, so you can embed 
PixFolio. images: in other applications. 
The interface looks good but it is a little 
confusing initially and it’s disappointing 
to see that file loading and saving 
doesn’t appear to benefit from the 32- 
bit code, it’s as sluggish as it ever was: 
A potentially useful application. 
Evaluation version from Ensign on 
@ (0181) 778 2871 @ Price $35 


PC Review Rating 


“Charles Hathaway, the nation’s 
top shareware columnist, died yester- 
day at the age of 35. Mr. Hathaway 
was born on 31 August 1960 in 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, the son _ of 
Thomas Frederick Hathaway and 
Jessie Butler. Mr Hathaway attended 
Queen Mary’s College, London, 
where he was awarded the degree of 
BSc in 1981. Mr Hathaway was a 
popular shareware columnist and 
reviewer for the legendary computer 
magazine PC Review. His uncanny 
ability to track down the latest share- 
ware releases is reputed to have 
made him a small fortune.” 

Evaluation versions from 
Ensign on @ (0181) 778 2871 ® 
Price $13 


PC Review Rating 


CD-ROM: 

To run this month’s Shareware select 
the program from from the CD 
ROM’s main menu using your cursor 
keys and then press the Enter key. 


Disk: 

At the DOS prompt type a:pcr and 
press the return key. Now follow the 
on-screen instructions. 


SHARE AND 
SHARE ALIKE 


The programs on these pages rep- 
resent just a small selection of the 
thousands of programs available 
from PD and shareware suppliers. If 


you like what you see here and 
would like to register simply call the 
numbers shown on these pages. 
Alternatively give them a call and 
request a catalogue. 


The PC Review cover disks and CD- 
ROM discs are rigorously checked 
and scanned for all known viruses at 
each stage during their 
production. However, cover disks and 
cover CDs are used at the reader's 
own risk. PC Review can therefore 
accept no responsibility for damage 
to either data or hardware caused by 
the use of our disks or CD-ROMs. If 
circumstances dictate that we are 
unable to supply the stated program, 
we will endeavour to 
provide alternative software. Sorry, 
but PC Review will not be held 
responsible for content changes. 


If only some of the programs on the 
disc crash or will not load then you 
probably have a memory problem, in 
this case read the ‘Before you start: 
sort out those nasty memory prob- 
lems’ section on page 16 of this very 
issue. If you are still completely stuck 
after that then ring our cover disk hot- 
line on (01451) 810788, between 3.00 
pm and 5.00 pm weekdays. 


Out of the thousands of cover disks 
and CD-ROM discs we 
duplicate every month, a very small 
number may get damaged during 
transit. If you think your cover disk or 
CD-ROM disc may be faulty, we'll 
replace it. Just pop the cover disk or 
CD-ROM disc in a jiffy bag with a suit- 
ably sized, self-addressed envelope 
and postage to the value of 28p (55p 
from overseas) and the form below 
(filled in), and send the package to 
the following address: DiskXpress, 
Unit 7, Willow Court, Bourton 
Industrial Park, Bourton-on-the-water, 
Gloucestershire GL54 2HQ. 

Please DO NOT send the cover 
disk or CD-ROM disc back to the PC 
Review editorial office — we don’t 
hold stocks of spares. 


The cover disk/CD-ROM disc (delete 
as applicable) on my copy of PC 
Review was damaged. Please send 
me a replacement — | enclose return 
postage to the value of 28p (55p over- 
seas) and the original disk/disc. 
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UPGRADES <== 


ma m& b& 


& crown 


THE WAY AHEAD IN COMPUTING 


Windows 95, the new operating system from Microsoft that will 
transform the way you work with your computer opening the 
door to doing so much more with your programmes....... at home 
and at work..... in fax or network communications....... for multi- 
tasking....... even full motion video. 


And who better than Crown to give you the best deals on 
Windows 95 packages. Because no one buys bigger or sells 
cheaper. Select your Windows 95 Square Deal from the options 
shown, then call Crown on 01 704 895 815 for priority ordering 
and immediate delivery. 


Windows® 


+ SHINWA PRINTER 


Add low cost impact printing to 


your PC along with Windows 95 


m 132 column width m 9 pin printer y 
w Draft and near letter 4 
quality print modes j 
@ Friction and tractor paper feed f 
mw 8k buffer memory 
m Parallel interface \ ; 
(£128.08 inc. VAT) Ye 
Upgrade On 3.5" Cat Code SPEOO2 
Upgrade On CD Cat Code SPEOOS ~~ 


Unlock the potential of 

your PC and make every- 
thing you do on your PC 
faster and more fun. 


TRUST CROWN TO HAVE STOCK AND BE THE FIRST TO DELIVER 
£lexc. VAT) Elinc. VAT) Cat Code 


Upgrade from DOS on 3.5" 


Upgrade from Windows on 3.5" £59 £69.33 MSFO004 
Upgrade from WindowsonCD £59 £69.33 MSFO003 
£112 £129.50 MSFO001 


Windows9> 


Use the power of your new Windows 
95 to add multimedia to your PC. 
Package includes:- 

gm Panasonic CR562 CD-ROM drive 
@ 16 Bit Soundcard, Speakers 

m Harvard Graphics Ve on CD 
(£186.83 inc. VAT) Cat Code SPEOOG 


EE 7 5 eS: RASS LXE eerie A 


As the software you want to use becomes more complex your PC needs mor 
memory to keep pace. Crown offers a wide range of memory upgrades to improve tt 
performance of almost every type of 386 and 486 PC. All memory is top quality ar 
comes boxed with anti-static wrist strap and full instructions for use, and the Crown Advit 
Line is on hand to offer any extra support you may need. Please call for our latest prices. 


Crown Computer Products, Plantation Road, Burscough Industrial Estate, Burscough, Lancashire L40 8JT. Bascrown Ltd., T/as Crown Computer Products. Registered in England. No. 1842619. The VTECH logo is a trademark of VTECH Holdings Ltd. All Trademarks acknowlec 
Windows? and Microsoft are registered trademarks of Microsoft in the US and other countries. Software pack shots are shown for illustration only. Goods are not sold on a trial basis. Please check suitability with manufacturer before ordering. 


Windows® 


THE NEXT GENERATION OF SOFTWARE 


ORDER now 


Available 
by Windows 95 brings a powerful new range : from 

of applications into play. Indows® 95 
Call today and be the first to move on up. launch day 


The breakthrough in the performance made 


Product £lexc.VAT) Linc. VAT) Cat Code 


MS - Plus! for Windows 95 CD £35 £41.13 MSFO0050 
MS - Plus! for Windows 95 3.5" £35 £41.13 MSFO050 


Office std for Windows 95 £339 
Version Upgrade £145 
Competitive Upgrade £169 


£398.33 MSFO100 
£170.38 MSFO101 
£198.58 MSF0102 


Office Pro for Windows 95 £439 
Version Upgrade £209 
Competitive Upgrade £249 


£515.83 MSFO150 
£245.58 MSFO151 
£292.58 MSF0152 


Word for Windows 95 £235 
Version Upgrade £89 
Competitive Upgrade £115 


£276.13 MSFO200 
£104.58 MSFO201 
£135.18 MSF0202 


Excel for Windows 95 £235 £276.13 MSFO250 
Version Upgrade £85 £99.88 MSF0251 
Competitive Upgrade £115 £135.13 MSFO252 


Windows® 


+486 DX2-66 PC 


PLUS 
Windows 95 
on 3.5” 
(Boxed) 


Hi-spec VTech 486 DX2-66 

preloaded with MS DOS 6.22, MS 
Windows for Workgroups 3.11 

Lotus Ami Pro wordprocesor and 
Lotus Organizer. 

@ 8Mb RAM @ 540 Hard disk drive 

w 14” SVGA monitor 

@ 12 months’ warranty 

(£821.33 inc. VAT) Cat Code WVTOO1 


Upgrade your 
warranty to 2 years 
on-site for only 
£69 +VAT 


|g @ )”,% 4 @ | after the launch. 


elaine tna 01 04 895 815 ee ee 
— ] or fax orders on 01 704 895 854 
ais fied ay i a Despatch is subject to Windows® 95 launch day proceeding as scheduled, product availability and receipt of cleared funds or in the case of Government and Education customers, receipt of an official purchase order, 
CCTA standing arrangement SA220. Bascrown Ltd.are licensed under the Consumer Credit and Credit Brokerage. Written quotations available on request. All prices are exclusive of delivery and VAT.E & OE 


Call now to reserve Windows®95 for immediate delivery 


SQUARE DEALS FROM crown 


Windows°5 


AND TAPE DRIVE 


Windows 95 along with an Olivetti 

80Mb Internal Tape Drive 

@ Add the ability to backup your 
systems software 

@ Run back-ups unattended out of 
office hours 

@ Protect against loss of data 
due to hard drive crashes 

m@ Network compatible 

mw Comes with full installation kit 

(£116.33 inc. VAT) 

Upgrade on 3.5” Cat Code SPEOO1 

Upgrade on CD Cat Code SPEOO4 


+486 DX2-66 MULTIMEDIA PC 


Hi-spec Vlech 486 DX2-66 i 

Multimedia with factory fitted Panasonic 
dual speed CD-ROM, sound card & speakers. 
Preloaded with MS DOS 6.22 and MS 
Windows for Workgroups 3.11. 

PLUS 7 great Microsoft CD’s Works, 
Money, Golf, Encarta ‘95, Scenes, 
Dangerous Creature and Windows 95! 
@ Specification as 486 DX2-66 
(£938.83 inc. VAT) Cat Code WVTOO2 


Upgrade your 
warranty to 2 years’ 
on-site for only 
£69 +VAT 


Lines open 8am-7pm Monday-Friday 


Gusts PCR1O 


The Autumn 
European 
Computer 

Trade Show 

is by far the 

best place to 
take an ogie 
ait all the 
games and 
multimedia 
products 
lining up for 
Christmas 
and beyond. 
The PC 
Review team 
give you their 
tips for the 
top. 


Adventures Of The 
Smart Patrol 

Warner Interactive 

The name might sound a bit naff, but 
that’s exactly the intention in this CD- 
ROM from the founders of experimental 
pop, DEVO. Help the member of the 
Smart Patrol and save the world from its 
surrealistic enemies. 

Release: Nov. ’95 


Albion 
Blue Byte 
As the name suggests, this is a role- 
playing game, and instead of using the 
old hackneyed clichés of fantasy, the 
world to be explored has been created 


from scratch, including all the behav- 
ioural patterns of the local inhabitants. 
Release: Nov. '95 
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Archimedean 
Dynasty 

Blue Byte 

We don’t know an awful lot about this 
game save for the fact that it’s a highly 
moistened submarine simulation with 


graphics to die for. There’s loads of 
weapons, a whole world to check out, 
and over a hundred people to have a 
chat to. 

Release: Early ’96 


Bad Day On The 
Midway 

Warner Interactive 

Bad Day On The Midway is the sequel 
to The Resident’s Freak Show, and 
again features some of the weirdest 


aye 


DX) 


t 
' 


One to watch... 


Alien Odyssey 

Philips 

Alien Odyssey from Philips is an action 
adventure developed by Argonaut (FX. 
Fighter) which sees you as a planetary 
surveyor. After an incident on a routine 
survey, you go.on the run with a mem- 
ber of a repressed alien race. The 
action is a mixture of Bioforge and 
Descent and the game should be 
released this month. 


Release: Out soon 


graphics this side of a hippy’s acid 
flashback. Warner Interactive should be | 
opening the gates soon. 
Release: Out soon 


Bermuda Syndrome 
BMG 

When Jack J. Thompson is shot down 
by German planes while on a top secret 
mission over the Bermuda Triangle he 
find himself in an alternative dimension 
and it’s up to him to save his bacon. 


This point and click adventure features 
graphics by former Disney artists so 
expect smooth animation. 

Release: Out soon 


Big Red Racing 

Domark 

Going all out for racing fun is Big Red 
Racer, from Domark. The game features 
music from Hangnail and you race your 
little heart out in desert, snow, lakes and 
quarries in a variety of bizarre vehicles. 

Release: Out soon 


Blam! Machinehead 
Core Design 

Weird name, weird game. Your charac- 
ter in this 3D shoot ‘em up has been 
strapped to an enormous bomb and 
must complete a series of missions in 
order to avoid being toasted. Sounds 
like a barrel of laughs. 

Release: Early ’96 


Capitalism 

Interactive Magic 

Pure, unbridled greed comes to the PC 
this month with Capitalism, from 


Interactive Magic. The game is very 
much business strategy but with a 
greater focus on the “greed is good” 


style of the 1980s. 
Release: Out soon 


One to watch... 


Jetfighter Ill 

Mission Studios/US Gold 

As flight simulators go, only Virgin's 
Flight Unlimited has made people step 
back and slaver. Until now: that is, 
because Jetfighter Ill combines both 
fantastic looking scenery (all mapped. 
correctly and plotted using. specialist 
software), and the smoothest of fight- 
erplane gameplay. Add to this that 
there’s a full. multimedia plane guide, 
an aircraft carrier to explore Myst style, 
and a ‘virtual’ cockpit that allows you 
to point your beady eyes absolutely 


anywhere inside or outside the plane 
and you are possibly looking at the 
best flight combat simulation ever 
released on the glorious PC. 
Release: May ‘96 


One to watch... 


Shadow Of The Emperor — Battle Isle 3 

Blue Byte 

As war games go the Battle Isle series managed to merge the strategical hexa- 
gon-based troop manoeuvring with elements of... get this... fun. And thankfully this 
made for a far more enjoyable game format. Battle Isle 3 goes one step further and 
really introduces everything that could make this kind of genre appealing to just 
about any form of gamesplayer. There’s cut-away video sequences that brief you 
and keep the plot moving alone quite nicely. Plus there's a brand new Windows 
based graphic interface that makes every piece of information far.easier to draw 
up, and it now supports network play for up to eight players all competing against 


each other for the Empire. 
Release: Out soon 


Darkseed II 
Cyberdreams/Infogrames 

This is the sequel to the H.R. Giger 
designed, go on have a guess... Dark 
Seed, and as such really needs no 
introduction. Nonetheless it’s more of 
the role-playing adventurey horror that 
made the first one sell in bucket-loads, 
and from our glimpse we reckon it’s at 
least ten times better too. 

Release: Winter ’95 


Deathtrap Dungeon 
Domark 

Based on the best selling Fighting 
Fantasy books of lan Livingstone and 
Steve Jackson, Deathtrap Dungeon fea- 
tures an easy to get to grips with com- 
bat system as well as some truely 
sumptuous graphics. 

Release: Out soon 


Descent 2 

Interplay 

Out soon from Interplay is Descent 2. 
Fantastic new levels, new enemies, new 
scenarios but why don’t they ship it with 
a sick bag? 

Release: Out soon 


Duke Nukem 3D 
Formgen/US Gold 

3D Realms, the company behind 
Terminal Velocity and Rise Of The Triad, 
has developed a new 3D perspective 
engine that surpasses that of the Doom 
series. Duke Nukem 3D uses this and 
sort-of ends up being a cross between 
Triad and Dark Forces. 

Release: TBA 


Dust: A Tale Of The 
Wired West 

BMG 

Released by BMG, Dust allows you to 
explore a wild western town that is 


brimming with gunfighters, shamans. 
Don’t forget to search for the hidden 
treasure too. 

Release: Out soon 


Frankenstein: 
Through The Eyes Of 
A Monster 

Interplay 

In Frankenstein you get a slight- 
ly different take on the mon- 
ster’s plight since he sir, is 
you sir! Your quest is to dis- 
cover what happened to 
you and your young daugh- 
ter and the meddling Dr 
Frankenstein is 
played by Tim 
Curry. 
Release: Out 
soon 


Full 
Tilt 
Maxis 
Maxis has a 
new title for 
Windows 985. Full Tilt is a 
pinball game with three 
diverse tables which fea- 
ture many novelties. 
Release: TBA 


Olympic Gold 
BMG 


PCR 


Gender Wars 
SCi 

Touted as possibly the least PC PC 
game, Gender Wars crosses Cannon 
Fodder and Syndicate to great effect. 
You can either play as the women or the 
men and you have to blast (whilst using 
a large slice of strategy) the opposite 
gender into obliteration. Each side has 


the stereotypes more commonly associ- 
ated with them, and we'll refrain from 
passing that on until a later date (or else 
my wife will kill me). 
Release: End of ’95 


I Have No Mouth, 
And | Must Scream 
Cyberdreams/Infogrames 
No ECTS report would be complete 
without a brief mention of | Have No 
Mouth, And | Must Scream, and finally 
we can report that it’s finished and, 
thanks to Infogrames, will be coming 
out shortly. It’s a point-and-click adven- 
ture with some truly horrific effects, 
and seeing as it’s based on a 
Harlan Ellison (top sci-fi bloke) 
novel, you can guaran- 
tee that it’s strong in 
the plotline depart- 
ment. 
Release: Out soon 


Johnny 
Bazook- 
atone 
US Gold 
As we’ve pointed out count- 
less times there’s very few 
top quality platform 
games on the PC, 
y and Johnny 
My Bazookatone, with 

its Silicon Graphics- 
rendered sprites and 
hard-edged rock’n’roll 


action, aims to rectify all of that. 


Release: End of ’95 


Also from BMG is Olympic Gold, a multi- || 


media exploration of the last 100:years of 


the Olympics. The title features video, 
trivia, stats and a rule book of the events 
(which should be accurate, considering it 
was produced in partnership with the 
Olympic Committee). 

Release: Out soon 
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The Fight for Chromos Continues! 


E ISLE 


ee 


* Create your own individual interface with the help of Windows®. 
* Over an hour of video sequences with digitized speech immerse the player in the history of the planet 
and provides essential strategical information. 
* 64 different types of units are available to carry out the missions whereby up to 400 of these can be 
manoeuvred simultaneously on a map. 
* Up to 6 players can play on different PCs linked by Novell® or Windows® networks. 
* Available on PC CD ROM. 


Blue Byte Software Ltd., 22 Billing Road, Northampton, NN1 SAT, United Kingdom ° Tel: +44 (0) 1604 259090 


For the latest Blue Byte News contact us on the Internet: http: / /www.bluebyte.de. /bb.htm! 
Windows® is a Registered Trademark of the Microsoft Corporation 


The Dark Eye 
Warner Interactive 


One to watch... 


Inspired by the work of Edgar Allan Poe, The Dark Eye is a nightmarish exploration 
of a mansion where Poe's stories come alive. The game features the voice of beat 
generation writer, William S. Burroughs — author of Naked Lunch — as both nar- 
rator and one of the characters and music from Thomas Dolby. Animation is by 
Doug Beswich (Beetlejuice, Aliens, The Addams Family) andthe 3D environment 


is as stunning as Warner Interactive say. 


Release: Out soon 


Kingdom O’ Magic 

SCl 

This is no ordinary point-and-click 
adventure. Kingdom O’ Magic has char- 
acters that are rendered with Silicon 
Graphics workstations, artificial intelli- 
gence to allow the characters to do just 


about what they want, and three differ- 
ent scenarios to complete (although 
with the Artificial Intelligence no game 
will be the same anyway). 

Release: End of ’95 


Michelangelo 

BMG 

This multimedia title from BMG 
explores the life and work of one of the 
most famous artists ever, from his early 
apprenticeships to his later master- 
pieces. To access his work you have to 
explore and understand his life. 
Release: Early ‘96 


Musee D’Orsay 

BMG 

An interactive tour of the D’Orsay muse- 
um, best known for it’s collection of 19th 
Century and Impressionist art. 

Release: Out soon 


Panic In The Park 
Warner Interactive 

Also out soon is Panic In The Park, an 
interactive movie featuring Erika Eleniak 
(Baywatch). You take the role of a 
reporter at a court room battle between 
twins — one good, one evil — for con- 
trol of the SkyView amusement park. 
Release: Out soon 


One to watch... 


The Dig 

Virgin 

Produced by LucasArts and based on 
an idea from Steven Spielberg, 
Virgin's The Dig is set to be one of the 
big adventure game releases of this 
year. You take the role of the leader of 
a shuttle team spirited away to an alien 
world and charged with finding your. 
way home. 


Release: TBA 


Redshift 2 

Maxis 

Also from Maxis is this upgrade to the 
popular desktop planetarium, Redshift. 
The interface is simple enough to 
involve beginners in the world of astron- 
omy. 

Release: TBA 


Riddie Of Master Lu 
Sanctuary Woods/US Gold 

Although there is a veritable mountain of 
point-and-click graphical adventures, 
and although this is another one of 
them, The Riddle Of Master Lu is 
unique. All the characters in the game 
are cinematically digitised and during 


conversation a small video box appears 
that allows you to see the characters up 
close. The plot is very Indy in style, but 
it certainly looks slick. 

Release: Out soon 


Road Warrior: 
Quarantine II 

Gametek 

Sequel to the popular Doom meets Taxi 
game, Quarantine, Road Warrior hit the 
streets this month, on CD-ROM and HD 
disk. The game sees you driving your 
taxi for the resistance (don’t ask me) 
and arms you with some fun weapons. 
Release: Out soon 


Shadow Warrior 
Formgen/US Gold 

Er... Doom with Ninjas, basically. Also 
uses the new 3D Realms/Apogee ‘Build’ 


engine to great effect and promises to 
be much, much, more puzzle-based 
than shoot ‘em up. 

Release: TBA 


Shell Shock 
Core Design 
Blast your way through this arcade-style 


aan GUM 


Infogrames 

Alth lugh we've seen the back of the 
Alone In The Dark games (it’s always 
good to finish with a trilogy I’ve always 
thought), the 3D engine has been 
taken to a room, fed loads of pies and 
ae a Bella make-over. Hence, Time 
Gate coming, and although at first 
glance it looks like its close cousins, 
it's far improved over the previous 
best-selling games. It also has a far. 
more involving plot featuring time trav- 
el, Knights, damsels in distress and a 
whole load of medieval tomfoolery. 


The g aphies are very nicely detailed 
and it| promises more of a challenge 
than the Alone games. 

Release: Nov. ’95 


3D-tank game to the sounds of a 
thumping rap soundtrack. The graphics 
were designed on Silicon Graphics 
workstations so the whole thing looks 
distinctly sexy. 

Release: Out soon 


Star Rangers 

Interactive Magic 

Also coming from Interactive Magic is 
Star Rangers, an action strategy game 


© swe toe< 


that mixes edge of the seat dog-fighting 
with a strong strategy element. 
Release: Out soon 


Super Bubsy 

Warner Interactive 

Bubsy bursts onto the PC care of 
Warner Interactive in Super Bubsy. The 
Bobcat with attitude will appear in a 
Windows 95 platformer near you soon. 
Release: Out soon 
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xs 

SCi 

XS is the ideal game to network play even if you haven't got any friends. The com- 
puter, you see, has 60 inbuilt game characters, all with different personalities, so 
you can pretend that you have indeed got many colleagues all of whom share your 
passion for collecting toe-nail clippings. The game itself is a combat simulator that 
places you in an arena, and using a cunning 3D environment attempts to recreate 
the thrill of one-on-one-on-one unadulterated scrapping, the like of which only pre- 
viously seen ina Quasar game. It also used another buzzword (other than network 
play) in that the characters are all motion captured, and move very slickly - this is 


one to watch quite literally. 
Release: Early ‘96 


Swagman 

Core Design 

Swagman may look cute, but beneath 
that pretty, Silicon-graphics-rendered 
exterior lurks a freaky, nightmarish 
adventure in the vein of the console 


will include a number of new features, 
including “dirty tricks”, a world editor, 
new climate regions and network play 
for two. 

Release: Nov. ’95 


Wetlands 

New World Computing/US Gold 

This is a sort-of Rebel Assault, with 
many varied styles of gameplay mixed 
with cartoony cut-away sequences of a 
more Manga flavour (ie gory as heck). 
There’s blood all over the shop, but 
there does remain a question about the 


in-game playability. 
Release: Late ’95 


Where’s Wally? At 
The Circus. 

Warner Interactive 

Warner continues the best selling 
Where’s Wally? series with educational 
CD-ROM for 5-9 year olds. All you need 
to do is help the red and white 
bescarfed Wally find the Magic Golden 
Whistle, or there’ll be no show. 
Release: Nov. ’95 


One to watch... 


Wipeout 
Sony Interactive 


One to watch... 


Tomb Raider 

Core Design 

This one had us drooling all over our 
shoes, despite the fact that it's only in 
the. earliest stages of development. 
Imagine a cross between Descent 
and Alone in the Dark and you'll get 
the idea — full, real-time 3D motion, 
variable camera angles and_ highly 
detailed texture mapping make this a 
visual feast. The story is a sort of 
Indiana Jones-style romp. (although 
your character is female), where you 


must explore ancient cities and uncov- 
er mystical secrets in search of trea- 
sure. 

Release: Spring ‘96 


Wing Nuts 

BMG 

Only you can save the pride of the Royal 
Air Force in this WW1 flight sim from 
BMG. The game features FMV and aims 
to be the top war combat flight sim. 
Release: Out soon 


game Zelda. You control two characters 
as they puzzle their way through 20 
whole levels. 


Release: Mid ’96 


The best game on the super consoles (in our opinion), Wipeout on the Playstation, 
is coming to the PC soon, and it looks every bit as good. You get to drive an anti- 
gravity vehicle around.a series of high-speed futuristic race-tracks and although it 
sounds more than a little similar to Hi-Octane, the gameplay, style and music is of 


The Multimedia 
Language System 
Plus! 

Infogrames 

Whether you want to learn French, 
Spanish, German or English (and 
there’s a few people in the PC Review 
office that’d find this handy), not only is 
The Multimedia Language System Plus! 
a terrific utility to use, but it comes with 


voice recognition so you can speak 
back into the computer and it'll tell you 
if you’re doing well or not. 

Release: Out now 


Transport Tycoon 
Deluxe 

Microprose 

Microprose is releasing an update to its 
popular train sim, Transport Tycoon in 
November. Transport Tycoon Deluxe 


a_previously unreached stan- 
dard. The music. is .by The 
Chemical. Brothers, Leftfield 
and Orbital and: is so good that 
Sony is also-releasing a stand 
alone Wipeout .album just for 
those who don’t have a comput- 
er. But then they.won't be able 
to play the game, huh? 
Release: Nov. “95 


IDS: 


Sorry to all the companies and their respective products if we have missed them out 


but we are few and they are many. Again, sorry! 


38 ¢ November 1995 * PC REVIEW 


Introducing the UltraSound ACE’ 


from Gravis. The 32-voice wavetable 


add-in card for your PC that’s 


guaranteed (as in money back) 


to make your games sound better. 
No, it’s not some lame daughter- 
card that needs Wave Blaster’ 
connectors, whatever they are. 
HIGH END SOUND ——~- 


Yes, it works with any sound card. 


So you're able to say hello to 


sounds created by wavetable 


synthesis without saying goodbye 
to the ones created by older 


Sound Blaster’ FM technology. 


Advanced 


GRAVIS 


~—— REAR END. 


WAVETABLE TECHNOLOGY. 16-BIT CD QUALITY SOUND. 89 POUNDS. HEARD ENOUGH? 


Advanced Gravis Computer Technology Ltd. Europe, Antennestraat 70, 1322 Almere, The Netherlands. For more information call +31.36.536.4443 or fax +31.36.536.6011. UltraSound and Ultrasound ACE 
are trademarks of Advanced Gravis. ©1995 Advanced Gravis. All rights reserved. All other brands or product names are trademarks owned by their respective companies. Distributed by Koch Media Ltd, East Street, 
Farnham, Surrey GU9 7XX. Tel 01252 714340. Fax 01252 711121, Leisuresoft Ltd, Sketty Close, Brackmills Business Park, Northampton, NN4 OPL. Tel 01604 768711. Fax 01604 706773, TCW Supplies Ltd, 
Unit 7, Stage 2, Western Industrial Estate, Dublin 12, Republic of Ireland. Tel 01-4508288. Fax 01-4508765. 
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The World 


After a successful opening night hosted 
by Gamesmaster presenter Dominik 
Diamond, Virtual World is now open for 
business at London’s Trocadero. Unlike 
the Virtuality location in the same build- 
ing, the games at Virtual World do not 
require you to encase your head in a 
heavy VR helmet. Instead, players are 
invited to sit in one of eight specially 
built cabinets which are linked together, 
thus offering everyone the chance to 
experience the joys of competitive net- 
work gaming. 

Virtual World currently has two games 
to choose from. The best known game, 
Battletech, is similar to Activision's 
Mechwarrior Il (reviewed PC Review 
Issue 48), since both games are based 
on the same role-playing game. Eight 
players are invited to take control of a 
heaviy-armed, mechanised battle robot 
and the object to hunt down and 
destroy the opposing players in a large, 
3D arena. At the end of the game a com- 


futuristic console cabinets. 


Virtual World does away with bulky VR helmets in favour of suitably 


In Motion 


Dominik Diamond was 
impressed by Virtual World 


prehensive report is printed out for each 
player, enabling them to compare 
scores and either gloat over the losers 
or cower in shame. 

The second game on offer is Red 
Planet, a futuristic racing game set in 
space. Again, up to eight players can- 
take part and everyone receives a report 


sheet to take take home as a memento. 
It uses the same cabinets as Battletech, 
but offers the player a much faster, reac- 
tion-based game. 

Dominik Diamond was extremely 
impressed by his experiences of Virtua 
World. The computer games enthusiast 
went on record as saying, ‘l must have 


played nearly 1000 games in the past 
few years and, all in all, | don’t think I’m 
being unduly flattering when | say that 
Virtual World is a great leap forward for 
gaming, and it was great to try some- 
thing genuinely original.’ 

So, if you want to try out the Virtua 
World experience for yourself, head- 


down to the Trocadero at Piccadilly 
Circus. Admission costs £7.00 for adults 
or £5.50 for those aged 14 and under, 
and you can expect around 25 minutes 
worth of high-tech entertainment. In 
addition, first timers who book two mis- 
sions at the same time will be awarded 
a third free. 


TOPGERED: 
Mb iph 


GABM =. 


TORSO. 


Players are invited to choose 
their crafts in Red Planet. 


Battletech also 
offers a choice of robot. 


Virtual vertigo 


Scared of heights? Spiders give you the willies? Well, help is at hand because US ; 
scientists have developed a new way of treating phobias using virtual reality tech- : 
nology. After being placed in a realistic VR environment, patients can confront their ! 
fears in the knowledge that it is just a simulation. Vertigo can be conquered by ; 
showing the patient a scene from an elevated height, while a psychiatrist talks to: 
them individually and helps them through their fear. A similar technique has been : 
suggested for helping arachnaphobes by simulating spiders crawling around in : 
close proximity. : 

Experts at Georgia Tech in Atlanta : 
have found the technique to be more : 
successful than conventional treat- ; 
ments, which involve showing the : 
phobic a series of still images before : 
introducing them to the real thing. The 
new VR allternative is thought to be : 
less distressing to the patient than : 
existing methods. : 
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ALPHA STRIKE DATA 


: in’ 
Thor Prime 


Virtual World has a good atmos- 
phere, thanks to its sci-fi looks. 


Try out any of Battletech’s 
robots to see which one suits you. 


It’s good to talk 


Move over BT — the cost of long distance calls are set to be dramatically slashed 
thanks to a revolutionary piece of equipment called the Webphone. 

Costing just £50, the Webphone will be availabe from Quarterdeck, the company 
best known for the memory manager QEMM. It has been designed to enable 
Internet users to contact each other by telephone without paying the high cost of a 


: long distance call. Once the Webphone has been installled, the user can contact 


other Internet users around the world and they willl only be charged the cost of con- 
tacting a Webphone service provider, which is generally at local call rate. 

The bottom line is that you could talk to your auntie Esmerelda in Papua New 
Guinea for the price of a local call - as long as she has access to the net, of course. 

The system allows normal telephone-type conversations, but Quarterdeck insists 
it is not pitching Webphone as a cheap alternative for long-distance telephone calls. 
Its chief aim is to provide a more comprehensive teleconferencing-system, with real- 
time file sharing which allows both parties to work on a single document simulta- 


: neously, for example. Eat your heart out Bob Hoskins! 


All in One 


One machine designed serve all your 
multimedia needs has always been a 
good idea in principle. Trouble is, as 
Commodore and Philips found to their 
cost with the CDTV and the CD-i respec- 
tively, in practice, Joe Public just didn’t 
want to 

know. 
Getting on 
the multi- 
media 
bandwag- 
on now, 
though, is Olivetti’s new Envision sys- 
tem, an all-in home entertainment, 
home computing and communication 
station packed together in one unit. 

Based around a DX4 processor run- 
ning at 100 MHz or an Intel Pentium chip 
running at 75MHz, the Envision features 
gadgets galore. Link it up to a normal 
phoneline and you've also got yourself a 
ready made net link, fax, modem and 
answering service. A remote control and 
infrared wireless keyboard serve as 
extra cake icing. 

The Envision is designed to hook up 
to the TV via a SCART lead and boasts 
a special device to eliminate the usual 
screenflicker. The quad-speed CD drive 
runs music CDs (through its own two 
speakers or a TV or hi-fi), CD-ROMs 
and with the use of the incorporated M- 


+i Netscape - [GQ Index] 


File Edit View Go Bookmatks Options Directory 


PEG board on the high-end model, sup- 
ports Kodak Photo-CDs and Video-CDs. 
Attach another SCART cable to your 
VCR, and you can save CD-ROM 
sequences and Photo-CD images onto 
a normal video tape. There’s also a 
MIDI player 
option for the 
budding musi- 
cian to hook up 
a keyboard. 
Software-wise 
we're talking 
Windows ‘95 as standard as well as 
Microsoft Works 3.0 and a vast range of 
multimedia titles and applications. 

One criticism generally aimed at multi- 
media machines is that with technology 
advancing so rapidly, it won't be long 
before the machine's technical capabili- 
ties are out of date. Olivetti thinks it has 
cracked this problem though because 
as Marketing Manager, Mike Chandler 
explained: “This system, because it’s PC 
based, has been designed to be fully 
and easily upgradable so whichever 
direction technology takes in the future, 
whether it’s recordable CDs or an 
upgraded M-PEG board, we'll be ready 
for it.” In fact, the firm is already looking 
to the future and have included a Smart 
Card slot which will also turn the 
machine into a satellite decoder. 


As to the question of whether the 
great British public is ready for this all-in- 
one experience, Mike commented, “The 
PC market in this country is very well 
established. Multimedia has lifted the 
market up phenomenally and this sys- 
tem, as well as having all the multimedia 
and communications functions you 
could want, is a fully functional PC which 
we think will appeal to everybody.” 

On the cost front the firm has certain- 
ly tried to keep it to the bare minimum 
with the DX4/100 costing £1,399, the 
P75 without MPEG £1,699 and the P75 
with MPEG £1,899. 


A Olivetti’s smart black box. 


< Like any 
convention- 
al hi-fi sys- 
tem, the 
Envision 
has its own 
remote con- 
trol. Total 
entertain- 
ment at 
your finger- 
tips. 


Location: [http:yfw w.condenast.co.uk/condenast/protected/gqindex.html 
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A Top mens’ mag GQ, the guru of all things masculine and trend-setter extraordinnaire (allegedly) is making 
the leap to the Internet and publisher Conde Nast promises to make the experience a much easier ride by 
using specially developed software to cut out the over-long picture-loading time and others such net associat- 
ed irritants. To tune in, just walk this way: http://www.condenast.co.uk. 


news 


In brief 


It’s a Bit of an Animal 
A meaty comic adventure explodes onto 
the PC scene early next year as TV's 
most outrageous advertising star gets his 
own game. The tasty Pepperami star, the 
guy (or is it a gal, how do you sex a 
Pepperami anyway?) with absurd ten- 
dencies towards shredding himself on a 


grater and fighting his way out of a paper 
bag will be transferring such lunacy to an 
interactive adventure based around meat 
head’s zany world. So far, little is known 
of the plot but the game will feature hand 
drawn graphics by ex-Disney artists, a 
360 degree movement field and the voice 
of comedian Ade Edmondson. More 
news soon. 


PC For Pope 

It's official! PCs are tops according to the 
British game-playing public. According to 
a survey of 200 families, consoles are 
lagging behind with more than half of the 
under 18-year-olds asked (55%) voting- 
multimedia PC as the most advanced 
games platform around. 

Packard Bell’s survey found that the Sega 
Mega Drive was the nearest rival with a 
measly 20% share of the vote while the 
much-hyped super consoles, Saturn and 
Playstation, were not mentioned at all. 
Another big turn up for the books was 
that, far from being a nation of blood ‘n’ 
guts Doom freaks, most kids prefer a 
good platformer, an educational title or a 
simulation. Well wouldn't ya know? 


Prison of Oz 

The Ozzies often dub the English whing- 
ing poms - talk about pots calling kettles 
black! This month one Antipodean had 
the cheek to complain to the Advertising 
Standards Authority about an ad for PC 
security firm, Ethan Adams, which 
claimed its Touchlock device ‘was devel- 
oped in Australia, where criminality is part 
of history.’ The ASA rejected the com- 
plaint claiming ‘the ad is unlikely to cause 
serious or widespread offence’. What can 
the Australians expect when their most 
famous export is Prisoner Cell Block H? 


The Jury’s Out 
Tell 12 different people about one event 
and you can guarantee you'll get 12 
entirely different pictures. That's the 
problem courts have faced for centuries 
when trying to describe a crime to a jury 
panel. Yet again it's computer technology 
to the rescue with the American based 
Engineer Animation Inc coming up with 
computer animated cartoons which simu- 
late any event for use in court rooms and 
on TV news shows. The animation, 
although perhaps not a carbon copy of 
the actual event, at least gives everyone 
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New PC Graphics Blow-away Super Consoles 


Stunningly realistic, high-speed, 3D 
games are to appear on the PC. In sep- 
arate moves two of the biggest PC 
entertainment hardware developers 
Creative Labs and Diamond have 
shown plug-in cards that will allow PCs 
to run games with graphics far superior 
to those of Sony and Sega’s next gen- 
eration super consoles. Games devel- 
opers are already are flocking to the 
new technology writing specific versions 
of their games to take advantage of the 
hardware. PC manufactures too are also 
preparing to produce systems with the 
cards fitted in expectation of huge 
demand this Christmas. 

Creative Labs revealed its 3D Blaster 
card at the recent European Computer 
Trade Show. While Diamond,makers of 
the hugely popular Diamond Stealth 
graphics card, has released the 
Diamond Edge 3D card. 


Fair advantage 

The advantages of such cards are clear. 
When playing games that feature 3D 
graphics on normal PCs the processor 
has to calculate the complex instruc- 
tions to produce the 3D images, as well 
as handling the gameplay. Even 
Pentium chips don’t have enough 
power to handle both tasks well at once. 
Hence the reason why PC games such 
as Screamer and Fatal Racing don’t 
look as good as similar games on the 
Sony PlayStation or Sega Saturn. The 
new plug-in-cards, however, take away 
the 3D graphics calculations from the 
processor, using dedicated custom 
chips to manipulate them. By doing so 
both the speed and realism of the 
graphics is dramatically improved 


Bombs Away 


America is to check the safety of pro- 
posed nuclear detonations, with the 
help of the world’s fastest computer. 

Designed by Intel specifically for the 
task, the $46 million supercomputer will 
be based around the P6 microproces- 
sor chip (due out on general release 
later this year as a Pentium chip 
replacement. 

The computer uses an awesome 
9,000 Pentium chips. And it runs them 
all in tandem, so you won't be able to 
set off bombs at home. 

This amazing piece of kit can carry 
out a whopping 1.8 trillion calculations a 
second (compared to a measly 150 mil- 
lion which is all a single top-end 
Pentium chip can handle) and when 
finished will be as powerful as most of 
the largest 50,000 main-frame comput- 


ASega Rally is possibly the best 
polygon-based driving game. 


And soon, thanks to the wonders 
of new 3D specialised cards, it 
may be coming to the PC. > 


(above that seen on the PlayStation for 
instance) while the gameplay also 
improves as the CPU is freed up. 
Games developers have already 
recognised the advantages, with Id, EA, 
Interplay, Mindscape, and Ocean, being 
just a few of the 200 software houses 
that have signed on the dotted line to 
develop for cards. Sega is also convert- 
ing several of its games to run on the 
Diamond Edge 3D model. The first two 
will be Panzer Dragoon, a strange 3D 
shoot ‘em up with stunning graphics, 
and Virtua Fighter Remix, which is one 
of the finest one-on-one fighting games 
ever made. Both these titles are due out 
very soon and Sega also reckon there’s 
a strong possibility of Daytona and 
Sega Rally, — two of its land-mark dri- 
ving coin-ops — also appearing. Three 


ers in the world put together. Wow! 


This also means that to controversial : 
nuclear testing in small regions of the : 


world, like Mururoa, will no longer be 
required, and results can be gleaned 
safely and inexpensively. 


A The nuclear testing in Mururoa 
will no longer be necessary. 
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other as yet un-named arcade game 
creators are working with 3D Blaster, 
with one of those possibly being 
Namco, creator of such amazing games 
as Tekken and Ridge Racer. 

The biggest difference between the 
two cards is that the Diamond model, 
based around a chip from Nvidia, has 
built-in sound capabilities and is able to 
produce 32 separate sound channels at 
once. Strangely, the 3D Blaster from 
Creative Labs, famed as developers of 
the industry standard Sound Blaster 
card, doesn’t have any on-board sound 
facility. Instead you'll need to buy a 
Sound Blaster or compatible card, if you 
don’t already have one. Pricing for the 
3D Blaster card was still being finalised 
as we went to press, but the Diamond 
card will sell for £249. 


PC manufacturer Red Box is the first 
company to announce a PC with built-in 
3D card. Its Winstation 3D features the 
Diamond Edge 3D card in a Pentium 90- 
based PC and has been tuned specifi- 
cally for games players. Red Box can be 
contacted on 01480 405541. 


A Panzer Dragoon on the Saturn 
will soon be converted to the PC. 


Pentium or Pentagram? 


: Every year at ECTS we stagger back to 
: the office, pockets bulging with press 


: releases — most of which find the bin 


: gers from computing including, 


within the first five minutes — but this 
year we plucked one little gem from the 
trash can. Society Against Computers 
(S.A.C.) — headed by mother of three, 
Marie Summer — believe that comput- 


: ers are evil and threaten the destruction 
: of our world. Entitled 
: Computer Industry” their (hand-typed) 
: : release warned us that far from con- 
: tributing to a brave new world, we were 
= in fact helping bring about more unem- 
: ployment, social disintegration, 
: tion and injustice. Naturally alarmed by 
: this we spoke to Marie about the threat, 


“Work in the 


isola- 


and most especially about computer 
games: “the violence in them is horren- 
dous, everywhere you turn.” But S.A.C. 
are worried about a whole range of dan- 
“the 


pure porn of many that are getting 
through to our children.” 

S.A.C. believes that the growth of 
computing is being orchestrated by the 
large corporations who’s goal is to 
make us dependent on these machines, 
because “the last thing computer com- 
panies want is children running in 
woods, fishing in streams and living the 
outdoor life.” After all, “God has created 
all this beauty that’s out there. 


A Some anti-computer hippies in a 
field, yesterday. Er, probably. 
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Blockbuster Video® 
Guide To Movies & 
Videos 


Whether you're a serious film buff or 
just looking for the right movie, this 
product is a must. Quite simply, it's the 
most fun, continually up-to-date 
entertainment guide for the whole 


Dr. Ruth's 
Encyclopedia Of Sex 


Though film,sound, images and text, 

Dr. Ruth's Encyclopedia of Sex brings 

together all the knowledge one needs 
to be sexually literate in the 90's. 


IBM/PC CD-ROM RRP 819.99 


family. 


IBM/PC CD-ROM RRP $19.99 
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The Masters 


This informative and entertaining 
product will keep you captivated with 
hundreds of images, live action video, 

player interviews, history of the 
tournament and a challenging trivia 
game. 


IBM/PC CD-ROM RRP 819.99 


Parenting 

Prenatal to pre-school - Like having 
the experts on call 24 hours a day. 
This innovative parenting tool is 
designed to provide immediate 
answers to the millions of questions 
asked by parents and would-be 


parents. 


IBM/PC CD-ROM RRP $19.99 
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ATAL TO PRESCHOOL 


MARKITED AND, 
DesrnaauTED BY 


The Family Doctor IV 
This innovative program provides 
medical information 24 hours a day 
and valuable information and insight 
into your family's health; all in an easy 
to understand, credible medical 
guide. 


IBM/PC CD-ROM RRP §19.99 4 
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Travel & Leisure: 
The Great Cities of 


Europe 

The Great Cities of Europe is a two CD 
Set that allows you to explore 15 
European cities. Features over 250 
video segments and QuickTime 
Virtual Reality™ technology which 
allows you to explore famous sites in 
360°. 

IBM/PC CD-ROM RRP $19.99 
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Dreams Of Flight 


Explore the most fascinating and far 
reaching technological story of all 
time - the development of flight. 

See history through the eyes of those 
who made it. 


IBM/PC CD-ROM RRP &19.99 


MARKETED AND DISTRIBUTED BY: 


CéntreGold| 


MULTIMEDIA, 


Creative Multimedia is dedicated to bringing the highest quality multimedia products to the 
largest audience possible, and now in association with CentreGold Multimedia bring their 


_. 4 “S titles to the UK. Creative Multimedia are aware of the current state of multimedia products 
and the fact that few, if any, of the available offerings exploit the medium to its fullest,and are 


| DREANS OF FLIGHT. committed to creating products that use and showcase the technology available. 


iA COMPREHENSIVE HISTORY OF FLIGHT Dreams of Flight: © 1995 Creative Multimedia. All rights reserved. Produced in association with West Media Group Inc., and Air & Space Smithsonian Magazine. Licensed to CentreGold Multimedia. Blockbuster 
sens | Video © Guide to Movies & Videos: ©1995 Blockbuster Entertainment Inc, All rights reserved. BLOCKBUSTER VIDEO & BLOCKBUSTER ENTERTAINMENT name & design are registered trademarks of 

a ea Blockbuster Entertainment Inc, ©1995 Creative Multimedia. All rights reserved. Licensed to CentreGold Multimedia. Parenting: ©1993 Creative Multimedia Corporation. All ights reserved. Licensed to CentreGold 
UES Multimedia. Dr. Ruth's Encyclopecia of Sex: ©1994 Creative Multimedia. All rights reserved. ©1994 by G.G. The Jerusalem Publishing House Ltd, All rights reserved. Licensed to CentreGold Multimedia. The 
Masters‘©1995 Augusta National Inc. All rights reserved. The Masters and The Masters Toumament are registered trademarks of Augusta National Inc. Licensed to CentreGold Multimedia. The Family Doctor IV: 
©1995 Creative Multimedia All rights reserved. Licensed to CentreGold Multimedia. Travel & Leisure: The Great Cities of Europe: ©1995 Creative Multimedia. All rights reserved. Licensed to CentreGold Multimedia. 
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Stars in 
their Eyes 


PC Review, in association with Warner Home’: ‘0 alen hunt has begun for a bunch of 
Video and Millenium Software, must be mad 
to give away a barrel load of goodies that'll 
keep you amused for ages... 


To celebrate the release of Mad Max 2 
and Mad Max Beyond Thunderdome on 
sell-through video we’re offering ten 
lucky readers the chance to win a copy 
of both videos. And if that’s not enough, 
you will also get a copy of two of 
Millenium’s PC CD-ROM titles, Scroll 
and Silverload for ace Ree: 


To be in with a chance of winning one 
of these video packs, just jot down (on 
a postcard or sealed envelope) the 
answer to the question opposite and 
send it to:Barmy Bill Competition, PC 
Review, Emap Images, 30-32 
Farringdon Lane, London, EC1R 3AU, 
before November 15th. 


THE QUESTION 


What was the original name 
of the first Mad Max film? 

a) Mad Max 

b) Road Warrior 

c) Sad Bloke in Australia with 
a bad haircut and a car 


: Bradford school children after university 
: researchers linked robotic telescopes 
? up to the Internet. Funded by the 
: Particle Physics and Astronomy 
? Research Council, the project allows the 
: youngsters to search space via cyber- 
: space and is set for huge expansion 
: with plans to link up with telescopes 
: from all over the world. 

: Anyone with an internet connection 
: and a yearning to reach for the stars 
: should try tapping in to the world wide 
: web site: 

: http://www.eia.brad.ac. uk.rti/. 


onsole Kings Head for the PC 


Two big console players have finally 
seen the light and are soon to make the 
jump into the PC games market. Both 
Sega and Atari are likely to release PC 
conversions of their Atari Jaguar and 
Sega Mega Drive games soon. 

Sega is taking the ambitious step of 
producing Pentium only conversions. 
According to European Product 
Manager for Sega PC, Mr Hitendra Naik, 
this is to ensure that the games are up to 
a high enough quality (and no doubt, to 
prevent any possible competition with 
its consoles). Mr Naik explained that 
Sega spotted a gap in the PC market: 
“The PC is very big on flight sims and 
adventures, but lacking when it comes 
to fast arcade action — we want to plug 
that gap.” 

Planned releases include Ecco the 
Dolphin and Sonic the Hedgehog. Both 
are admittedly classics but are getting a 
bit long in the tooth. Mr Naik though is 
confident the Pentium-playing public will 
accept these oldies, particularly after 
Sega soups-up the sound and graphic 
quality. Mr Naik explained that Sega also 
aims to get round the PCs current load- 
ing problems and bring the instant “plug 
and play” ethos gamers found on the 
Mega Drive to the PC. 

Atari has spent a good couple of 
years trying to conquer the console mar- 
ket against stiff competition with its 64- 
bit Jaguar and Atari spokesman, Peter 
Walker was quite frank about the 


Viva Espana 


Latin America is going compu-babble 
crazy with hundreds of Spanish net 
boffins coming up with a whole new 
| techy language which has been dubbed 
| Spanglish and is based on English 
computer jargon. 


Tempest 2000 was regarded as 
the best Jaguar game. 


reasoning behind the move: “We want 
to pull in more revenue,” he said. “We 
have got a lot of software which is just 
too good to restrict to one format.” 

Mr Walker was also quite candid 
about what he thought of the current 
state of the console market: 
“Unprofitable,” he exclaimed. 

“| can’t see a dominant console 
emerging before 1997. The market was 
saturated by 16-bit machines and the 
current crop of consoles does not have 
software of a high enough quality to 


List freaks who want to gen up on this 
all new language can find choice 
‘Spanglish’ examples (including a dic- 
tionary) on the Web at: 
http://www.actlab.utexas.edu/~seag- 
ull/spanglist.html. 


It also offered two-player action, although it will be interesting to see 


if Atari adds a network mode. 


warrant the high prices being asked.” 
Mr Naik was slightly more optimistic 
claiming the next generation consoles 
would start proving their real worth 
around Christmas 1996: “It will take 
until then for the games to reach their 
peak,” he said. 

All in the PC garden isn’t entirely rosy 
either though, according to Mr Walker. 
He admitted that the PC user base was 
growing, but added scathingly that 
there were too many publishers putting 
out too many mediocre products. “To 


But don’t expect to be able to use it at 
your local dinner party - nobody’ll 


understand a word you say. 


This is the site to go to if you’re 
interested in languages, but even 
Esperanto failed, don’t forget. 


get anywhere in that market, | believe 
you have to have a hit or not be in it. The 
market is now mature enough to tell the 
difference between a good and an aver- 
age product - we’re above average.” 

Atari has not yet decided what titles it 
plans to release or what percentage of 
its total future products will be PC 
(although Tempest 2000 is tipped to be 
the first with Attack of the Mutant 
Penguins following hard on its heels) 
but most assuredly, once they’ve decid- 
ed, we'll let you know. 


PC REVIEW ¢ November 1995 © 45 


news 


PCR 


Even better than GALLUP PC CHARTS 


the real thing 


irtual reality has been talked 
about for years now, so it’s 
good to see the first commer- 
cial headsets finally appear- 
ing on the market. 

There are three currently available — 
i-glasses from Virtual i-O, the 
CyberMaxx from Euro Direct and 
Forte’s VFX1 from = Zye 
Technology. 


Virtual 
fashion 

At the light-weight end 
of the scale is Virtual 
i-O’s i-glasses (£899 %& 
from ICE, 01453 
823023) offering the full VR 
experience at a weight of only 80z. More 
a pair of wrap-around shades with head- 
phones drooped over your ears, than a 
full-immersion VR headset, the i-glasses 
give the advantages of VR without the 
neck and eye-strain people tend to 
worry about. You can have the headset 
with or without a visor in front, so you 
can shut out the world or look through 
the image at your desk/keyboard. 


High fashion 

Of all the units, Virtual i-O’s is the 
coolest-looking, and least intimidating. 
Whether the experience is as good with 
tiny headphones and smaller field of 
view than its rivals is the questionable 
part, though. There’s nothing wrong 
with the picture but, as with all 
the headsets, you 
shouldn’t expect 
SVGA graphics 
and a perfect 
image. It’s 
more like a 
traditional 
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laptop screen than a 17” hi-res monitor. 
The great thing about VR is the track- 
ing: you move your head, and the head- 
set shifts the image so that you're actu- 
ally looking around the virtual environ- 
ment. Smart-tastic you might say, but 
there’s still a catch. i-glasses, and 

to a lesser extent the mid- 
dle of the three kits, the 
CyberMaxx don’t track 
4 instantly, and the tiny 


time lag between 
head movement 
' and the image 


¥ updating can be a 
drag, especially if 
you're frantically looking 
around, as tends to happen in 
Doom, for example. 


Maxx-i-mum 
The CyberMaxx (details from Euro 
Direct — (0171) 833 2345, priced at 
£749) is a slightly heavier piece of 
equipment, but totally encases your 
eyes. As with each of the headsets, 
there’s still plenty of room for most 
glasses, and focus controls help ensure 
a clear picture, but the CyberMaxx goes 
to some lengths to make sure the gear 
is comfy around the head too. There’s a 
series of adjustments including a worry- 
ing-looking ratchet arrangement on top, 
and we’re not sure that it actually works 
that well, being basically front-heavy no 
matter what you do. 

Image-wise it’s far closer to totally 
blocking out reality than the VR specs. 


Forte’s fortune 

Still, the CyberMaxx is not a patch 
on Forte’s VFX1 (from Zye 
Technology (01293 531221) at 
£549), which is a huge motorcy- 
cling helmet of an arrangement, as 
unwieldy to install as it looks on 
your head. In use, it’s actually very 
comfortable, and the image is excel- 
lent. It also has the option of being 
upgraded as the technology improves, 
although it already looks and sounds 
the best. 

Okay, so it’s a lot of 
bananas no matter 
which option you go 

for, but if you’re going 
to get with the VR gener- 
ation, then this is one experi- 
ence which will just get better 
and better Whether you like 
Descent or Doom, Magic Carpet or 
Flight Unlimited, VR is one hell of a thrill. 


<4 Yes, you too can look like this 


when you go to Sainsburys. 


FULL PRICE 


Update on the latest best-selling software available for your PC 


= 
= 
_ 
= 


TITLE BY CHANGE 


1 (1) X-Wing Triple Pack US Gold * 
2 3) Sim City 2000 Maxis A 
3 (2) Doom II Virgin Vv 
4 (15) Ultimate Doom GT A 
5 -) Mavis Beacon 2 Mindscape @ 
6 (-) Autoroute Microsoft @ 
7 12) Player Manager 2 Anco A 
8 (-) Microsoft Flight Simulator — Microsoft @ 
9 (13) | Theme Park Bullfrog A 
10 11) Tie Fighter LucasArts A 
11 (16) | Comanche Super Pack US Gold A 
12 (4) Best of Windows Ent. Microsoft @ 
13 -) Microsoft Golf for Windows Microsoft @ 
14 (-) Encyclopedia of Science Dorling Kindersley @ 
15 (6) FIFA International Soccer _—_ Electronic Arts Vv 
16 (10) Premier Manager 3 Gremlin Vv 
aly (17) | Discworld Psygnosis * 
18 (4) Ultimate Soccer Manager Impressions Vv 
19 (-) Scrabble US Gold @ 
20 (14) Fantasy Manager Anco Vv 


1 -) The 7th Guest The White Label @ 
2 (-) Mech Warrior 2 Activision @ 
3 (1) Star Trek TNG: A Final Unity Microprose Vv 
4 4) Indy Car Racing The White Label * 
5 -) Day of the Tentacle The White Label @ 
6 5) Dark Forces LucasArts Vv 
7 (-) Apache Longbow Digital Integration @ 
8 3) Terminal Velocity US Gold Vv 
9 (6) Discworld Psygnosis Vv 
10 (-) Primal Rage Time Warner @ 


1 (2) Brian Lara’s Cricket Audiogenic A 
2 (1) Magic Boy Empire Vv 
3 (3) Dawn Patrol Empire * 
4 (-) Day of the Tentacle The WhiteLabel @ 
5 (-) Windows French Premier Collection @ 
6 (-) Cyclones Mindscape a) 
7 (-) Syndicate Hit Squad @ 
8 (7) Easy To Learn Computing Premier Collection Vv 
9 (6) Dune 2 Hit Squad Vv 
10 () Space Hulk Hit Squad @ 


KEY: TM = THIS MONTH, LM = LAST MONTH 
UP = 4 DOWN = VW NO CHANGE = * NEW ENTRY = © RE-ENTRY = & 


BEYOND EvIL, BEYOND HOPE, 


BEYOND HERE*IC 


asters of the action 
r collective twisted 
a blast fest 


HEXEN, the HEXEN logo, the HEXEN likeness and id are trademarks of id Software. 
GT and the GT logo are trademarks of GT Interactive Software Corp. GT Interactive Software (Burope) 


Limited 


PC CD-ROM, SEGA SATURN & SONY PLAYSTATION 


CORE DESIGN LIMITED SS ASHBOURNE ROAD DERBY DE22 3FS TEL: 01332 297797 FAX: 01332 381511 
SHELLSHOCK © CORE DESIGN LIMITED 1995. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 


SEGA AND SEGA SATURN ARE TRADEMARKS OF SEGA ENTERPRISES, LTD. AND PLAYSTATION ARE TRADEMARKS OF SONY: COMPUTER ENTERTAINMENT INC. 
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ivs Scotiand’s capital, it’s home to the world’s biggest 
arts festival, and it’s also regarded as Britain’s ‘most 
wired’ city. Adam Peters reports from both sides of 

Edinburgh’s digital divide... 


wander down Princes Street. To the 

left is Edinburgh Castle. | view it 

from the side, then from above, 

then sample some of its history. | 

pause to check out the latest festi- 
val reviews in The Scotsman and The 
Guardian. 

Not that I’m in Edinburgh. Not at the 
moment. I’m still sitting at a desk in the 
PCR offices on the Internet checking out 
the vast wealth of information about 
Scotland’s capital. Why? Because 
Edinburgh is supposedly the most 
wired-up city in the world. 

Simply net surfing isn’t the way we do 
things here. These features are all about 
propping up the bar in Inter City trains at 
six in the morning; about the photogra- 
pher showing off the power of his flash 
by shooting it in the eyes of hapless jug- 
glers; about spreading the word of PC 
Review to foreign regions in a less than 
diplomatic fashion. In short, these fea- 
tures are all about GOING THERE. 

The first thing that strikes us on excit- 
ing Waverley station is a wayward fris- 


bee. The second thing is the lack of jug- 
glers or indeed any evidence that 
there’s a festival going on. But, we’re 
not here for the festival, we’re here to 
verify these facts: 


1) Edinburgh was at the forefront of 
British Internet development. TRUE. 
Edinburgh University was one of the 
original five sites for JANET (Joint 
Academic Network — the first British 
computer link-up). 


2) Edinburgh has a hefty presence on 
the Net. TRUE. It was the first British city 
to have an on-line guidebook. You can 
find out a lot more about these else- 
where in this feature along with all the 
necessary addresses. 


3) Edinburgh is an important city for 
computer technology. TRUE. There is 
such a high concentration of IT develop- 
ment companies on the outskirts of the 
city that the area has earned the nick- 
name ‘Silicon Glen’. 
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4) Edinburgh has three Internet cafés. 
FALSE. It only has two. But that's still 
more than central London (one) and 
Glasgow (none). Indeed, it’s more than 
any other city except, bizarrely, 
Birmingham. 


5) Edinburgh has great pubs and 
beer. TRUE. In our first port of call we 
sample Gillespie’s, the local stout. If you 
buy four pints in total from a list of ten 
pubs, you get your fifth pint free. Bad 
news. There's also an offer where you 
get a free 24-exposure film if you order a 
double Drambuie. 


Café society 

A major shock on entering Edinburgh’s 
Cyberia café is seeing how much bigger 
and less intimidating it seems in com- 
parison to its London cousin. There are 
only three branches of the original 
Internet café chain at present, but as 
Gavin Nicholson, the owner of the 
Edinburgh branch, has bought the fran- 
chise rights for everywhere north of 


Newcastle and Carlisle, 
there’s more on the way. 
“We're setting up in 
Glasgow at the moment,” says Gavin, 
“and hope to open in Newcastle after 
that.” 

After reeling off a few snaps and rum- 
maging around in his bag for a while, 
the photographer sheepishly asks us to 
keep an eye on his camera and tripod. 
He disappears, and resurfaces ten min- 
utes later stinking of Drambuie. 

Web 18, the other Internet café, has a 
more ‘alternative’ ambience than 
Cyberia. At least, that’s according to the 
German girl we met. (She’s doing a PhD 
in ‘The Cyberpunk Writing of Billy Idol’.) 
It seems pretty similar to us. The propri- 
etor, lan McCarron, claims to have set 
up Scotland’s first Internet café. 
Although opening two days after 
Cyberia in April, he ran an outdoor 
Internet café in March for the Edinburgh 
Science Festival. Of Web 13, lan says 
that he “just wanted a little café, but it’s 
grown out of all proportion”. 


Fay 


Currie favour 

Our third contact, Ken Currie, is the man 
who originally suggested to the city 
council that they should put their guide- 
book on the Internet. Or rather, get him 
to do it for them. As a researcher at the 
Esmée Fairbairn Research Centre at 
Heriot-Watt University, Ken spends most 
of his working day on the Internet. He’s 
also the managing director of KMRA Ltd, 
a computer consultancy, and has put 
many companies on-line, including the 
book publishers Hobsons. 

With our team of experts complete, we 
thought the best way to get the bottom 
of Edinburgh, the Internet and the gen- 
eral mysteries of life, was to ask them all 


Go forth and multiply 


CYBERIA 

Opened on 12th April this year and 
located just off the main shopping 
street (84-88 Hanover Street), 
Cyberia is open 10am-10pm seven 
days a week. It’s substantially larger 
than the London version, and offers 
eight different types of coffee, 
cheap Internet rates (from £1.50 per 
half-hour), training sessions for pen- 
sioners, women-only nights and a 
club called Cyborg playing hard 
techno music late on Friday nights. 
http://www-edin.easynet.co.uk/ 


A More net-sense than fashion 
at Cyberia. 


Dial 


Net-heads without terminals. 
Lost, confused and lonely. 


WEB 13 

Scotland’s second Internet café by 
a matter of two days, Web 13 is 
located in the trendier south part of 
the city centre. Standard Internet 
rates are £4 per hour. Opening 
hours are the same as Cyberia’s, 
and it’s located at 13 Bread Street. 
hitp://www.presence.co.uk/ 


EDWEB & CITY 
GUIDE 

The main Edinburgh web site com- 
piled on behalf of the city council by 
the Esmée Fairbairn Research 


roughly the same questions. We'll see 
where there’s a consensus of opinion, 
and also where issues of disagreement 
still exist. You'll find these responses 
elsewhere in the feature. 

In the meantime, you’ll be glad to hear 
that we eventually found the festival after 
much searching. Or at least, the main 
comedy venue. The microphone, PA 
and banners were still there, but the 
place was deserted. Well, it was four in 
the morning. They were still serving 
though. Typical, really — by the time we 
find the festival, all it consists of is us 
drinking beer in an empty auditorium. 

It’s a hard life, readers. 


. = 
4 Very studenty, but a neat 
place to visit. 


left needs to find diet-web. 


Centre. The central part is an 
Internet version of a popular local 
guidebook, complete with maps 
and information on all the local 
sights and amenities. The alphabeti- 
cal index consists of over a thou- 
sand entries including the official 
city census. 
http://www.efr.hw.ac.uk/EDC/Edi 
nburgh.html 


AERIAL PHOTOS 

Run by the Geography Department 
at Edinburgh University, this site fea- 
tures loads of downloadable aerial 
photos of the city and its sights. 
htip://www.geo.ed.ac.uk/home/t 
our/edintour.htm! 


THE EDINBURGH 
MALT WHISKY 
TOUR 

The best Internet site in the world! 
Incredibly comprehensive, with links 
to loads of other pages, an interac- 
tive map and information on every 
brewery and every whisky ever 
going back hundreds of years. 
hitp://www.dcs.ed.ac.uk/home/j 
hb/whisky/index.html 


Plant? 


Imagine if you controlled land that contained 
some of the world’s largest natural resources. 
How would you use that power? 


Would you do anything you could to protect 
the natural environment from change...or 
would you send in the development teams to 
exploit the environment to your own ends? 
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“Edinburgh is absolutely miles 
ahead of everywhere else for the 
Internet. We’ve got two cafés within 
streets of each other, and one of the 
biggest web sites in the world.” 
Avril Brown, 28 

network manager 


“There are so many different sub- 
cultures in this city. You’ve got the 
students, the computer program- 
mers... Web 13 is a bit like a com- 
munity centre for different groups.” 
Alexis K, 25 

art student 


Edinburgh: The Great Debate 


Why Edinburgh? Where next? 
What about porn? Cafe rival- 
ries? Pubs and bookshops 
going on-line? Three of Cyber 
City’s leading lights tell it 
how they see it... 


Why Edinburgh? 

Gavin: It’s a very cosmopolitan city, not 
just during the festival but all year round. 
It's a capital city and the third biggest 
financial centre in Europe (after London 
and Frankfurt), with three universities 
and a very computer literate population. 
It's also a tourist city — the Scottish 
Tourist Board puts a lot of money into 
the Net — and there are a lot of 
American visitors too, many of whom 
come into the cafés to check up on their 
e-mail. 

lan: The festival certainly makes a dif- 
ference, bringing audiences and per- 
formers from around the world along 
with loads of journalists who need to 
modem back their reviews. The whole 
city’s so much busier at festival time. 
Web 13’s turnover doubled during that 
period. We’ve even had Americans 
getting taxis straight from the airport to 
the café. 

Ken: It helps that Edinburgh 
University has one of the best 
Computing and Al courses in Britain. It’s 
in the top three overall, on a par with 
Cambridge. This is a small city, but with 
a big student population, particularly 
science and technology oriented. 


The Net today 

Gavin: The Internet is changing every 
day, getting bigger. People are finding 
their own uses for it. We had someone 
in who makes violins and mandolins. 
Apparently, there’s a special technique 
some bloke in Italy uses. Our customer 
wanted to find out, and he managed to 
get in touch with the bloke through the 
newsgroups and the guy sent him all 
the information. We get a nine year-old 
girl in a lot who uses the Net for her 
geography homework. 

lan: The best phrase to describe the 
Internet now is “a library with all the 
lights turned out”. It’s still very young 
and people need to be pointed in the 
right direction. The rapid growth in the 
past year has caught a lot of people on 
the hop — computer manufacturers, 
retailers, etc — and it’s taking them a 
while to catch up. 

Ken: My company, KMRA, recently 
put up the UCAS student clearing ser- 
vice for Hobson's the publisher. All data 
is in a database and can be accessed 
and searched according to needs. 
That's a good example of the sort of 
data-oriented WWW services that are 
starting to take off at the moment. 
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“TV is dead, long live the Net! The 
future of the Internet lies with local 
services. There is so much happen- 
ing in Edinburgh, and so much of it 
is on the Net.” 

Nick L, 26 

multimedia developer 


A Hey, there’s no rivalry between 
cafés. Just a the occasional dig 
and threat of all-out network Doom 
warfare. 


Café rivalry 

Gavin: The background is that lan went 
to see Cyberia in London who were 
interested in arranging a franchise for 
Scotland. They provided him with all the 
information on setting up a café and got 
to him to sign a contract. This stated 
that if he decided not to buy the fran- 
chise then he wouldn’t set up his own 


café, using the information he got off 
them, until a set time period had 
passed. When | bought the franchise | 
had to get the café open quickly before 
his restraining contract expired. In the 
end we opened two days before him. To 
be honest, | don’t see how they keep 
going. 

lan: If there’s any rivalry it comes from 
Cyberia’s side, not ours. | was originally 
going to call my café Netcafé until | got 
a call from Nescafé’s lawyers. | suspect 
they may have been tipped off by 
‘that English franchise’ (Cyberia). 
Edinburgh’s big enough for the both of 
us. If not, we challenge them to a game 
of Network Doom any time. 

Ken: I’m not taking sides, because 
EdWeb will dominate. It’s the definitive 
Net-guide to Edinburgh. The cafés have 
their guides, but ours is better. 


And next is? 
Gavin: That’s the $64,000 question — 
what happens to the cafés in two years 
time when everyone has Internet access 
at home? | think the cafés will survive by 
always having the very latest technolo- 
gy, being somewhere that people can 
try stuff out. | also think the social 
aspects of a café appeal to people. | 
know some bookshops are starting to 
run Internet terminals, but | don’t think 
bookshops have the appeal of cafés — 
they’re too quiet and reflective. As for 
pubs, | don’t think ten pints of lager and 
a computer go together. Plus you’d be 
cutting out the under 18s, an age group 
likely to see a big growth in Net usage. 
lan: There will always be people who 
can’t afford their own PCs, people who 
are travelling, etc. As for outlets, | think 
anywhere would be fine except pubs. 
Alcohol and the Internet don’t go 
together. You'd be asking for problems. 
Ken: When the cable companies start 
getting more involved, | think the impor- 
tance of cafés such as these will lessen. 
They may still have a role topllay of 
course, but the cable companies’ 
involvement will change the possibilities 
for Internet access. 


A I mean look at that, the bloke in the background’s either dead nosey 
or doesn’t know what he’s doing, so he’s snooping instead. Tut, tut. 


Meet the Panel... 


GAVIN NICHOLSON 
Past: Director of a major food sup- 
ply company. Present: Owns the 
Cyberia franchise for Scotland and 
the far north of England. Runs the 
Edinburgh café. Future: Wants to 
open a café in fishing mecca 
Stornoway (in the Outer Hebrides) 
for when he retires. 


IAN NMicCORRAN 

Past: Worked in AIDS/HIV research 
at Edinburgh City Hospital. 
Present: Runs Web 13, an Internet 
café whose home page recently hit 
a massive 39,000 calls a day. 
Future: Would like to run Web 13 
by computer from Goa, India. (“I’m 
just an old hippy.”) 


KEN CURRIE 

Past: The only panelist with a real 
computing background; studied 
Physics and Artificial Intelligence at 
Edinburgh Uni. Present: Senior 
Research Fellow at Esmée Fairbairn 
Centre. Put the city council on-line. 
Future: “Raith Rovers winning the 
UEFA Cup.” (Hmm...) 


internet porn 
Gavin: | take a fairly liberal view. If 
there’s 18 million people with access to 
the Net, it’s going to reflect that diversi- 
ty of views. If porn is legal in every other 
country in Europe, why should | ban it? 
There’s not much porn on the World 
Wide Web anyway, it’s mostly on BBSs 
and isn’t very easy to get hold of. 

lan: If we see someone downloading 
porn in the café, they are promptly 
asked to leave. You can’t blame the 
Internet itself though, the same way you 
can’t blame the Royal Mail if someone 
sends rude mags through the post. 

Ken: As an Internet user for the past 
15 years, let me say that all the junk on 
the Net will be weeded out. The more 
commercial the Net becomes, the more 
the flea market nature will diminish. 


Wired women 

Gavin: Computers are a male dominat- 
ed arena. Whilst 50% of the people 
doing Computing GCSE are women, 
only 30% of those doing the A-level are, 
and on university courses that figure 
drops to 3.5%. The Net has its roots in 
the military and academia, and there are 
a lot of American prats on it who are 
hostile towards women. 

lan: Our café is one of the few places 
in the city where a woman can come in 
the evening, sit alone and not be out of 
place. We do attract a lot of single 
females. There are a lot of women doing 
our Internet courses, whereas men tend 
to take the attitude that they can work it 
all out themselves. 

Ken: | hope the social benefits of the 
Internet for everyone dominate. 
Scotland is on the periphery of Europe 
but has a very strong culture and identi- 
ty, which the Internet is helping to rein- 
force. If countries can do it, genders and 
social groups can too. 


The future 

Gavin: | don’t think the Internet is going 
to stay as it is for long. There’s so much 
money coming in from big business. 
Video on demand is on the way in and 
everything’s going to become more 
commercial. We'll also have voice 
recognition software which will mean 
you won’t need a keyboard. 

lan: Everything’s going to become a 
lot more commercial and slicker. Big 
business is definitely taking over the 
Internet, but the growth is going to be 
good for small groups and countries 
like Scotland. The Internet lets small 
nations speak loud words. 

Ken: It’s difficult to predict future 
developments. I’m not a great fan of 
video on demand, | think information 
centred development is of more excite- 
ment. We'll get an easier system, faster 
connections, wider bandwidths... but 
I’ve spent eight years in Al research and 
| now don’t think I'll live to see the day 
when computers understand me speak- 
ing to them and reply verbally. 


Economy 


Ecology? 


Imagine if you controlled land that 
contained some of the world’s largest 
natural resources. How would you use 
that power? 


Would you fight to ensure the survival of 
endangered species and rainforests...or 
would you hack, burn and drill in your 
quest to unearth the natural riches below? 
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NEWS 


Watch out Virgin, Electronic Arts ét al... cc ony Garcia knows a thing or 


= mies planes two about games. He ought 
Microsoft has entered the games market. _ gi to, having spent 15 years of 
his life working in the games 

Cal Jones met Tony Garcia, head of eter eeer naainetice 
Microsoft’s new games division, to find out | ed spells at Sega, where he worked on 
* the first range of Mega Drive products, 

just how he plans to take on the big guns. | and LucasArts, where he produced 


Secret Weapons of the Luftwaffe and 
co-produced Indiana Jones and the 
Fate of Atlantis with Hal Barwood. His 
experience is unquestionable. Which is 
just as well, because Garcia is the man 
who has been charged with the oner- 
ous task of steering Microsoft to glory in 
an already crowded games market. As 
he puts it, “It’s good to be the underdog 
again.” 

But how can anyone even think of 
describing the all-conquering Microsoft 
as an underdog? Garcia is obviously no 
fool. However large, however success- 
ful Microsoft is, the company is still a 
wet-behind-the-ears novice when it 
comes to games. 

Microsoft has largely ignored the 
games market up until now, preferring 
to concentrate on Windows, “serious” 
applications such as Word and Excel 
and the occasional bit of edutainment 
or multimedia software. Why, then, is 
the company suddenly? 


Micro Culture 

Windows 95 might just have a bit to do 
with it. Microsoft is convinced that it will 
make PC games accessible to a wider 
audience, namely those who were put 
off playing games because of the diffi- 
culties of getting them to run under 
DOS. 

Then there’s image — the fact that it’s 
now socially acceptable to play games. 
Five or six years ago, if you played 
games you certainly didn’t mention it in 
public for fear of being labelled an 
“anorak”. Nowadays, however, games 
are far more sophisticated, and with 
titles such as Doom, Sim City 2000 and 
the various big-budget interactive 
movies getting coverage in the national 
press, more and more people are tak- 
ing an interest. Computer games are no 
longer a cottage industry. They’re big 
business, and Microsoft wants to join in. 

Microsoft isn’t entirely new to enter- 
tainment software, mind you. Flight 


A Welcome to Microsoft. Based in Redmond, ~~ A Microsoft doesn’t have an office, ithas a _ _ 4 You can’t walk across the cam- 
near Seattle, Microsoft’s HQ is the centre for. “campus”. As well as its offices, it boasts cafe- nt : pus without encountering water- 
most of its software design and development. terias, jogging trails, gyms and even a shop. ea : falls and fountains. 


ee . 
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A Fury 3 works well with the new 
Microsoft Sidewinder 3D Pro 
joystick. 


A Hover, which comes with Win 95, 


is an experimental project from the 
Microsoft games team. 


Simulator has enjoyed phenomenal 
success over the years, while Space 
Simulator and Golf have also sold well. 
Even the Windows Entertainment Packs 
(collections of simple, five-minute 
games) haven’t done too badly, despite 
the fact that Garcia says that they “real- 
ly are bad products.” Which just goes to 
show how much people trust the 
Microsoft brandname. 

However, with the exception of the 
Entertainment Packs, these titles are all 
serious simulations rather than out-and- 
out games. Garcia’s job, then, is to 
broaden the range, but this is a far more 
difficult task than you might think. Even 
though Microsoft has a good team of 
programmers and no shortage of cash 
to spend on getting into the games mar- 
ket, it has little experience when it 
comes to producing the games them- 
selves. “We're not up to speed on 
games programming,” he admits. “Our 
programmers will write efficient games 
but whether they'll be fun still remains to 
be seen.” 


Developing 
partnerships 
Consequently, the company’s initial 
strategy was to find experienced devel- 
opment partners to write games under 
the Microsoft name. So far they’ve 
signed up Larry Holland, formerly of 
LucasArts, Access (the company 
responsible for Links and Under a 


Killing Moon) and British developer | 
Argonaut (Creature Shock and FX } 


Fighter) — an impressive line-up to 
say the least. And, with Argonaut’s 
Brender development, things look 
promising. 

But Garcia still thinks that 
Microsoft is taking a gamble. 
“This business is not a sci- 
ence; no-one knows how 
to make a hit. It’s a crap 
shoot. We can take our 


Joysticks 


Microsoft certainly seems deter- 
mined to take the games market by 
storm. Not content with simply pub- 
lishing the games themselves, it 
has also produced two joysticks, 
the Sidewinder and the Sidewinder 
3D Pro. Of the two, the 3D Pro is the 
most remarkable. Most older joy- 
sticks use devices called poten- 
tiometers to detect movement, but 
the 3D Pro contains an optical digi- 
tal camera and LEDs which are far 
more precise and reliable — it effec- 
tively eliminates drift. Based on dig- 
ital technology, it is also faster than 
older joysticks because it goes into 
digital overdrive when put through 
the joystick port. Put it this way: if 
you play a fast game on a 486 using 
an older joystick, the processor can 
spend up to 25 per cent of its time 
trying to read the stick’s move- 
ments. The 3D Pro has an 
advanced interface mode which 
means that it takes up less proces- 
sor time, thus avoiding slowing 
down the game. 

Another new feature is the rota- 
tion. As well as the usual hat, trigger 
and buttons, you can also twist the 
stick left and right. This is useful for 
games such as tank sims, in which 
your vehicle can be moving in one 
direction while the gun turret is fac- 
ing in another.  Activision’s 
Mechwarrior 2 is the first game to 
make use of this feature, although 
Fury 3 also takes advantage of it. 

The Sidewinder 3D Pro is 
designed for use with Windows 95 
but Microsoft claims that is will 
operate under DOS without any 
additional patches or drivers. It also 
has a switch will allows it to emulate 
the Flightstick Pro and 
Thrustmaster joysticks for games 
that support them. 

The Sidewinder is less remark- 
able — a solid, Flightstick Pro com- 
patible stick based on existing digi- 
tal technology. It does, however, 
include the same rotate feature as 
the 3D Pro, so whilst it isn’t quite as 
fast or accurate, it still has some- 
thing that every other joystick man- 
ufactured lacks. 

a Both joysticks should be 
A ~ released in October. The 

Sidewinder is expected to 
& retail at £49, whilst the 

Sidewinder 3D Pro should 
cost £59, or £69 with a copy of 
Fury 3 


<4 It looks like the Stealth 
Z Bomber of joysticks 
= ay and, technically, is 
Ry the most 
; advanced 
sub-£100 
controller. 


The decision 
is yours, 
naturally. 


Forget King of the Jungle. With Sim Isle you’re 
King of the Forest - Rainforest, that is. There 
are miners, poachers, endangered species, 
tourists, polluters, and ecologists all needing 
your attention and resources. 

Pit your wits against oil spillages and 
space aliens, explore wide coastal plains and 
high mountain plateaux, then use the 3-D map 
to zoom down to the rainforest floor. 

With a team of specialist agents at your 
command, you'll embark on challenging 
missions to determine the fate of over 25 
rainforest islands. In your struggle to maintain 
the balance between ecology and economy - 
you decide who survives and who 
goes extinct. 


FEATURES 


® Take on challenging missions on over 25 different 


islands, or set your own goals in “free-form” mode 


® Scroll through over 500 pages of background 
information and view stunning photos and drawings 
in the Notebook 


@ View your surroundings using video footage 
provided by the award-winning environmental 


series, Network Earth™ 


ISLE 


ions In The Rainforest 
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18-20 ST. JOHN STREET, LONDON, ECIM 4AY. 
TEL: 0171-490 2333 FAX: 0171-490 2177 
e-mail: samfay@maxisuk2.demon.co.uk 


SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS 
PC DOS CD-ROM @ IBM486 or above @ 
@® MS-DOS 5.0 or above @ 8MB RAM 
CD-ROM drive ® Hard disk ® Microsoft Mouse 


NEWS 


So what is it like to develop games 
for Windows 95? Is it really as con- 
venient as Microsoft would have us 
believe? | spoke to Richard 
Leinfellner, software development 
manager at Mindscape and the 
man in charge of its Windows 95 
games Warhammer (previewed in 
Issue 48) and Cyberspeed. 

When did you decide to write 
games for Windows 95? 

We started work on both games 
in May 1994. 

Was Microsoft helpful? 

Very. We received the first Beta 
copy of Windows 95 just under a 
year ago, and had pre-Beta soft- 
ware before that. Microsoft made it 
easy for us. We were invited over to 
Seattle to use Microsoft's labs, and 
we were given our own room which 
was lockable so only we could get 
access to our work. 

Did you experience any prob- 
lems? 

The main problem was that we 
were working with pre-Beta copies 
of Windows 95. If we found a bug 
we couldn’t always tell whether it 
was ours or Microsoft's. It’s putting 
uncertainty on top of uncertainty. 
But these are the chances you have 
to take when you want to be at the 
cutting edge. 

Does Windows 95 have any 
particular advantages for games 
developers? 

: It solves some problems and 
creates others. Every DOS machine 
is set up differently, so you have to 
write all the drivers yourself, but in 
Windows 95 they’re already there. 
That saves a lot of time. You do 
have to allow for memory in 
Windows 95 because it uses 
around 8MB on its own, but the nice 
thing is that if the user has less than 
you require, the game will still run 
although it will be slow. 

The downside is that if you need 
that extra per cent, you have to hit 
the hardware directly and that’s a 
far easier in DOS. But the downside 
is made up for by the upside. 


It rained when I was there. The weather in 
Seattle, it seems, is more British than ours. 
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A flag! Excitement! Hover is 
hardly the most auspicious start 
for Microsoft’s games campaign. 
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Fury 3 involves a lot of shooting, 
plenty of explosions. It’s still like 
Terminal Velocity for Windows. 


best guesses, but the customers 
always decide.” 

Microsoft will concentrate on using its 
external developers until the in-house 
team, which includes people poached 
from companies such as Acclaim, 
Electronic Arts and Virgin, is up and 
running. “We think that internal devel- 
opment is something we’re going to 
build up, but we'll continue to use a 
mixture of internal and external to avoid 
too much similarity between products.” 

Garcia is keen to keep game styles 
as varied as possible. As a result, 
Microsoft will continue to use external 
developers even when its own team is 
established. External developers are 
encouraged to bring their own influ- 
ences and ideas to Microsoft because it 
helps introduce variety into the product 
line-up. 

Still, Microsoft wouldn't be the first 
company to try and enter the games 


Ten bucks to the guy who hits it through Bill’s 
window. Twenty if it lands in his coffee. 


scene by signing up titles from external 
sources. According to Garcia, a lot of 
large companies suddenly decide that 
games are where it’s at and then pro- 
ceed to run around with a cheque book 
buying up titles that could very well turn 
out to be second-rate. Microsoft, how- 
ever, already Knows computers very 
well. Being just about the biggest name 
in the computer industry has its advan- 
tages — Garcia claims that developers 
often approach Microsoft rather than the 
other way around. Of course, Microsoft 
must have done a fair bit of cheque 
book waving itself to attract the likes of 
Larry Holland, but Garcia thinks that the 
Microsoft name and reputation, not to 
mention its extensive testing facilities, 
also has a fair bit to do with it. 


Money talks 

Since Microsoft clearly isn’t short of a 
bob or two, isn’t the company tempted 
to invest big bucks in a lavish, star-stud- 
ded interactive movie? It seems not. 
Despite the massive media attention 
surrounding multimillion dollar produc- 
tions such as Electronic Arts’ The 
Darkening and_ Origin’s Wing 
Commander IV, Garcia is dismissive of 
the current fad for interactive movies. 
“Anytime you introduce video you 
reduce interactivity,” he claims. “Games 
are about the player having control of 
the experience, but in movies it is the 
director who has control.” Movies, he 
thinks, have their place in entertainment 
so long as they are confined to the cin- 


E. 


ema or video. When they appear on the 
PC masquerading as games, it usually 
proves an unsatisfying experience for 
the player. 

So if interactive movies are out, what 
types of game is Microsoft investing in? 
Garcia is convinced that the there will be 
a big growth in multiplayer games. “The 
multiplayer market is huge, and 
Microsoft will take advantage of it.” 

Consequently, Microsoft has spent a 
lot of money developing PlayerNet, a 
system which allows gamers to play 
each other on-line. Of course, there 
already exist a number of on-line gam- 
ing services, but PlayerNet differs in that 
it doesn’t limit the number of people 
who can compete against each other. 
The maximum number is dictated by the 
individual programs themselves. For 
example, Microsoft Golf 2.0 allows for 
up to eight players, but if Microsoft 
designed a 72 player game, it would be 
catered for on PlayerNet. 

The way PlayerNet works is that if, 
say, you fancied a game of golf, you 
could use PlayerNet to find a game in 
progress and then join in. This cuts 
down on time wasted browsing the net. 
It also allows you to find players 
involved in other types of games, say 
flight sims, and then invite them to play 
the game of your choice. 

Communication is obviously an 
important part of PlayerNet. In Golf 2.0, 
you can click the “Hurry” button if your 
opponent is taking too long over a shot, 
and a digitised message will tell him to 
get his act in gear. “It should say ‘Hurry 
up, you bastard,” jokes Garcia. 

PlayerNet will not be made available 
to external developers just yet, although 
it may be licensed out in the future. 
Microsoft's reasons for keeping 


I have to admit I enjoyed playing 
Fury 3, but if you already own 
Terminal Velocity, are you going to 
want to buy this? Probably not, in 
all honesty. 


HEE Destroy Target. Hye 
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Fury 3, according to Garcia, shows Windows 
gaming in a whole new light. 
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PlayerNet under wraps are twofold: first- 
ly, there are still some bugs that need 
ironing out. Secondly, and more to the 
point, if PlayerNet becomes very suc- 
cessful, Microsoft wants to keep hold of 
it for as long as possible so that it can 
gain an advantage. 

Naturally, PlayerNet will only be avail- 
able as part of Windows 95. Love it or 
loathe it, Microsoft's new operating sys- 
tem is the focus for for all its game 
development. Despite scepticism from 
those who doubt Windows 95’s suitabil- 
ity as a games platform, Garcia is con- 
vinced that it will help the PC beat the 
new generation of consoles in the 
games market. When the Mega Drive 
and SNES were released, they beat the 
PCs of the time hands down in terms of 
graphics, speed and user-friendliness. 
However, the new Pentiums are power- 
ful enough to hold their own against 
consoles on the first two counts — it’s 
just that MS-DOS is so difficult to use. If 
you simply want to play a game, which 
would you rather do: pop a cartridge or 
CD in your console and start playing, or 
spend ages messing around with your 
autoexec.bat and config.sys files, not to 
mention your IRQs? 


Plug and Play 

Windows 95 supposedly does away 
with all that. As well as the much-vaunt- 
ed Plug and Play which (in theory) auto- 
matically detects what hardware you 
have installed, it also includes an auto- 
play feature which recognises when 


, you've placed a CD in the drive. Playing 


a game should be a simple matter of 
turning on your machine, popping the 
CD in place and then getting on with it. 
Which, providing that it works in prac- 
tice, will make the PC almost as easy to 
use as a console. 

On top of this, Garcia sees the new 


| consoles as having a limited lifespan. 
Unlike PCs, which have been around for 
| a hell of a long time in one form or 


another, consoles are almost impossible 
to upgrade. PCs, in this respect, are a 


| safe bet for most people, especially con- 


sidering that the PC games market is 


A Microsoft prides itself on provid- 
ing excellent amenities for its 
staff. We’ve got a coffee machine. 
already strong, whereas no-one is cer- 
tain whether Sony’s Playstation or 
Sega’s Saturn will have the better prod- 
ucts. In addition, consoles are not back- 
wardly compatible with each other. A 
cartridge-based Mega Drive game will 
not work in the CD-based Saturn, for 
example, whereas old PC games 
should run under Windows 95. | say 
should because you'll find that many 
run slower and a few will not run at all — 
but that’s better than nothing. 

Microsoft isn’t just targeting potential 
console buyers, though. A large num- 
ber of people own or have access to 
PCs, but have been put-off buying 
games because of the aforementioned 
difficulties of getting them to run under 
DOS. Microsoft is hoping that Windows 
95 will make games accessible to this 
group. However, unlike hardcore 
gamers who own top-of-the-range PCs, 
many of these people will be using 
slower machines and so Microsoft 
intends to make games scalable so that 
they will run comfortably on a 486, 
albeit with graphic detail turned down. 
Again, you'll have to take Microsoft's 
word for this, because the game | saw, 
Fury 3, was running on a 120MHz 
Pentium. 

But although the theory sounds 
impressive, Microsoft had very little in 
the way of concrete evidence to show 
me. The games | saw were decent 
enough but hardly revolutionary — Golf 
2.0 (a nice but ordinary golf game 
which happens to be compatible with 
PlayerNet) and Fury 3 (effectively 
Terminal Velocity for Windows 95). 
Without seeing more of the Microsoft 
games line-up, | have to agree with 
Garcia and conclude that Microsoft has 
a lot to learn before it can take on the 
likes of Electronic Arts and Virgin. 
However, the company does have the 
advantage of knowing its own operat- 
ing system inside out, and we all know 
that what Microsoft wants, Microsoft 
usually gets in the end. 
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nce you've got over the initial 
excitement of using Windows 
95, its glamour wears off 
quickly. The limitations 
become apparent and you 
find yourself looking for 
ways to tweak the sys- 
tem and improve or per- 
sonalise it. Thankfully - 
there are numerous ; 
ways to do just that and 
give Windows 95 a fresh 
sparkle. 

In the panel on this page 
you'll find several tips to help you per- 
sonalise your copy — we're currently 
compiling a monster list of such tips for 
a future issue, if you’ve got any send 
them in. These require a little work so, in 
the meantime, if you’re looking for an 
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Personalise 


OWSx 


easy, all-in-one, way to tailor your sys- 
tem to your own needs, then the 
Microsoft Plus pack could be just what 
you want. Once installed you'll find 

loads of new Desktop 
themes on your hard 
drive, just waiting to be 
utilised. There are also 
new screen. savers, 
sound files, animated 
icons and some very 
stylish backdrops. As 
well as these, the Plus 
pack also provides a load of new 
system icons, examples being a toaster 
for the trash can and a gold silicon chip 
for the Your Computer icon. On top of 
that, system enhancements include win- 
dows remaining visible as they are 
dragged around, although on slower 


Weave aot Windows 95 installed, now what? 


Andy Leaning takes a first look at several 


programs that help you tweak your system 


Vdd Lovea= a few tricks of his own. 
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systems this can make things 3 
a bit sluggish. 

As if this lot wasn’t enough it, 
also comes with a 3D pinball game * 
and an Internet Jumpstart program. If 
you want you can also set it up to auto- 
matically back up and clean your hard 
disk. Microsoft are on 01734 270001. 

Almathera also has a similar package 
out called the Windows 95 companion. 
It's a CD packed with sound files, back- 
drops, and shareware utilities, tools and 
programs to tailor the system. Like 
Microsoft's Plus pack there’s a utility to 
give solid windows when _ they’re 
dragged around, and also a program to 
change the trash can to a toilet. The col- 
lection of applications, utilities and 
games is, however, made up largely of 
Windows 3.x programs and aren't 

2 Serigned for Windows 95 — and 

although they work, experienced 

“1 Windows users will probably 

already have come across many of 
these before. You can contact 
Almathera on (0181) 687 0040. 

These are the first collections we’ve 
come across, and you can be sure there 
will be more released over coming 
months and that we will be covering 
them as and when they come out. 
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Fancy changing the clos- 
ing down screen? No 
sooner said than done. Start up the 
paintbrush accessory and create a 
320 by 400 pixel image. Paint your 
‘ picture or resize an existing picture 
to this size and save it as 256 colour 
bitmap with a _ filename of 
‘logow.sys’ in the Windows folder. 
Now shut down the system to see 
the result. 
Fed up with that ‘It's now 
safe to turn off your sys- — 
tem message? Just like the close | 
down screen it can be easily 
changed. Create a 320 x 400 image 
and save it with a filename of § 
‘logos.sys’ again with 256 colours in 
the Windows folder. 


: ee For quickly inserting | 
: frequently used text in © 


Word 7 etc highlight some text and © 
drag it to the desktop. In future just 
alad the icon to your document. 

Not really a Windows 95 
A but useful all the 
same. When using MS-DOS under 
Windows 95 there are several new 
features. Previously the command 
‘CD..’ would move back up a direc- 
tory. This has been joined by ‘CD...’ 

* and ‘CD....’ to move back up to the 
" last directory but one, and the last 
directory but two. The three and 
four dot sequences can also be 
used in paths. 
Ar, MS-DOS trick is 
that it’s now possible to run 
indows applications from DOS, 
although they still start up in a 
Windows window. To run Windows 
applications just prefix the program 
name with ‘Start.’ : 
| Holding down the control | 
key while double clicking | 
on a directory name (when viewing 
the contents of a disk from 
‘my computer’) shows 
; the contents of that 
© directory in the f ™% 
current window, | ft 
rather than a new Wr 
one. The backspace | 
key takes you back to 
the previous directory. 
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The diary continues... 


si Having finally breathed 


life into the beast, Pat Fox 
batties on with Windows 95... 


Network? What's one of them 
then? Oh, forget it. 


After taking the rest of Tuesday off to 
recover from the shock of actually see- 
ng Windows 95 working, | return with 
‘trepidation to the office, fearful of dis- 
sovering some new horror lurking on 
ny system. 


Wincows $5 Tour eS 
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Welcome to Windows 95 — don’t 
ave too much fun, now. 


ne time has come to see if Windows 
4s managed to work out the setup of 
y system. 


ell, stone me! Win95 has indeed man- 
jed to detect my soundcard, graphics 
rd, and modem. But what’s this? It 
‘S recognised that | am part of a net- 
ork, but | can’t connect to any of the 
jer machines. How useful — a one- 
achine network. 


er poking and prodding amongst the 
introl Panel settings, and running 
ay from the scary RegEdit program, | 
inage to contact Jim’s machine. 
2rmittently. | give up. 


| decide to try a bit of experimenta- 
1 to see just how versatile this thing 
Most Windows 3.1 applications seem 
unction well enough, so that’s not a 
blem. The other obvious test - Doom 


The Windows ‘95 tour: not too 
taxing on the brain. 


— runs without a hitch, although not ina 
window as | was led to believe. | am 
surprised to find that most DOS soft- 
ware runs fine.Hurrah! 


Microsoft have thoughtfully sent me a 
CD copy of Windows, after | just spent 
several days wrestling with dodgy flop- 
pies. Gee thanks. | opt for the Tour, 
which explains in words of one syllable 
how to operate this exciting new envi- 
ronment. Just about my level. 


So everything is rosy in the garden of 
95 — almost. Aside from a few DOS 
programs that require special treat- 
ment, Win95 seems capable of han- 


PS 


1 shouldn’t think Id are quaking 
in their boots (geddit?). 


dling just about everything. Is it as good 
as the hype? Sorry, but no. But you’re 
going have to buy it anyway. So tough. 


Happy Days are here again — 
but why? We may never care. 
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and take 
pole position 


For more information on ASCON’s 
high octane, testosterone charged 
new Formula 1 management sim 
call us now on 0171 372|7544, 


and live that dream! 


ASCO 


Licensed by FOGA to Fuji Television, © by Ascon (UK) Ltd:, 1995 


i’7s coming 
up to the 
festive season, | 
and the games) 
scene is really | 
hotting up. 

This month. 
TFX: EF2O0oOoO is 
reviewed, and 
there’s a 
piethora of 
previews 
including the 
great Nortal 
Kombat 3. 
Cal Jones 


Publisher: Bullfrog/E.A 
Contact: (01753) 549442 


Price: TBA 


Expected release: December 


THE RATING 


SYSTEM EXPLAINED SER 
Duns a 


dice-rolling. 


ullfrog’s venture into the 
anorak-y realm of Dungeons 
& Dragons is a far cry from the 
typical role-playing game. It’s 
not a visually bland, dice- 
throwing yawn-fest with Stunty the 
dwarf and his elven sidekick Wingnut, 
and likewise it’s very different from first- 
person games like 
Dungeon 
Master 


and the more recent Stonekeep. In fact 
Dungeon Keeper almost rewrites the 
rules of RPGs because rather than guid- 
ing a team of lantern-jawed adventurers 
around a booby-trapped underground 
cavern in search of hidden treasures, 
you actually control the dungeon itself. 
So Dungeon Keeper is refreshingly 
original. Well, it is to some extent any- 
way. Dungeon Keeper could almost be 
described as ‘Theme Park with Goblins’, 
but rather than the fastest rollercoaster 
in the world, you are given a grotty 
cell, a little mana and a few gold 
coins with which to create your 
underground domain. By man- 
aging your meagre resources, hiring 
the odd orc guard and strategically 
placing the occasional snake pit 
you can gradually build up your 
rat-infested flea pit into the subter- 
ranean equivalent of the Savoy hotel, 
although don’t expect the same level of 
room service — troglodytes are better at 
slaying than serving. 


It seems fal card stud is 
too complex for these 
intellegtually-challenged 
4 Is so you'll just 


Going underground 


Cal Jones ventures into Bullfrog’s unique 
dungeon sim and discovers role-playing 
games aren’t all dwarves, swords and 


A dungeon, no matter how impres- 
sive, is useless without adventurers to 
explore it though. Sword-swinging mer- 
cenaries are easily enticed by filling the 
dank chambers with precious gems and 
valuable artifacts, but of course you 
can’t just allow them to walk straight in, 
grab the loot and disappear without so 
much as a bruise. Instead it’s down to 
you to create the most devious, lethal 
traps imaginable, hiding poisonous gas 
pods inside of chests, infesting the 
underground rivers with ravenous 
piranhas and substituting the stone floor 
slabs with pressure pads that engulf the | 
hapless adventurer in flame when trod- 
den on. You really are free to create 
whatever trap you want, providing | 
you've got the cash. | 

Rather than ensnaring treasure- | 
hungry heroes in complex traps, alter- 
natively there’s the more direct 
approach to death - send in the trolls to 
rip ‘em limb from limb. You can flood the 
dungeons with assorted creatures, from 
powerful spell-casting sorcerers to goo- | 
gly-eyed imps that run manically 
through the darkness. They won’t do | 
your dirty work for free, though, and | 
often demand loads of cash before | 
teaming up with you. | 


| exceedingly smart presentation 
| perfection. 


out to save pretty maidens from fire-breathing dragons. Nope, in 
Dungeon Keeper the aim is to cause as much death as possible. 


After searching for the door bell for almost an hour, George the Well 


Hung gives in and begins the long trek home without even so much as a 


sniff of gold. 


Erk! A rabid swampling leaps 
from the murky water and tries to 
sink its teeth into the surprised 
adventurer. 


Divine Interaction 

Although most of the game is spent 
looking down into the dungeon from 
your god-like plateau, you can freely slip 
into the dungeon itself and explore the 
grim tunnels and chambers from the 
perspective of one of your thuggish 
guards. This enables you to dabble with 
the traps first-hand and provides a more 
detailed view of the hellish pit you’ve 
created, and also shows off the game’s 
to 


The dungeons and monsters are 


| extremely detailed, with grime covering 


the texture-mapped walls, rotting 
flesh hanging from the 
bones of the blade- 
wielding skeletons 


As a supreme being and hal- 
lowed ruler of the sacred dun- 
geon, you can explore your cre- 
ation first-hand. 


and light flickering from the torches that 
line the corridors. Somewhat impres- 
sively, the entire game world is light- 
sourced real-time, so whenever an 
adventurer passes a naked 
flame, shadows dance 
across the floor and walls. 
This creates a very spooky 
atmosphere throughout the 
game, so remember to wear 
rubber underpants if you're 
easily startled and are 
playing Dungeon 
Keeper on your own... 
in the dark. 


OCREEN SCENE 


PC Review introduces 
the best games of the 
last three months. 


Meet Andrei the Hard, a huge 


Empire 
muscular bloke who tears the £44,99 
heads off goblins and uses their : 
lifeless bodies as clubs. Except Rated 9 
he’s fallen into a trap and died. Issue 47 


Try your hand at 
being President for a day. 


Philips Media 
£39.99 

Rated 9 

Issue 46 

The PC’s very 
own Virtua Fighter 
beater. 


Without monsters your dungeon 
is pretty much redundant, so visit 
Ye Olde Jobbe Centre and hire the 
most gruesome creatures money 
can buy. 


Virgin £44.99 
Rated 8 
Issue 46 
Fast-paced 
strategy meets 
stunning graphics. 


Most of the game is spent look- 
ing down on the isometric 3D dun- 
geon, placing traps and watching 
as warriors are ripped apart by 
razor-sharp scythes. 


MicroProse 
£44.99 
Rated 9 
Issue 45 
Ultra-slick adventure based 
on the cult TV series. 


The line of icons at the bottom 


of the screen allow you to con- 
struct your dungeon quickly and 
easily. 

Infogrames 


£44.99 
Rated 9 
Issue 45 
Deep and involving 
train network 
simulation. 


DID/Ocean 
| £49.99 

| Rated 9 
Issue 49 
The latest inclusion 
to our hall of fame. TFX is 
a definitive flight simulator 
kind of thing. See the full 
review on pages 72-74. 


iat =WIEW * November 1995 « 61 


SCREEN SCENE | | 


Snuff Of 


a 


Publisher: Virgin 
Contact: (0171) 368 2294 


Price: £34.99 


Expected release: November 


lay back when the weather was 

sunny and deadlines were 

loose | took a trip down to 

Newbury to see Crush! and its 

little baby product, Mortal Coil. 
Sweat-soaked and sunburned as | was, the 
presentation still made an impression on me. 
What with advanced artificial intelligence in 
both your opponents and other members of 
your team, a Doom inspired game engine, a 
complex mission structure and a strong 
female lead, it was shaping up to be a good 
game. | had to see more. 

The Mortal Coil of the title is a covert, mer- 
cenary organisation charged with getting rid of 
people who cause trouble (nasty people only, 
of course) and for a change the team leader is 
a woman, Candy. 

The game is broken down into six main mis- 
sions and one bonus mission — which you 
can only undertake if you finish the others 
within a set time limit. Each one is set in a dif- 
ferent environment (including jungle, desert, 
space station and London!) and includes the 
use of military vehicles. The main viewpoint is 
that of Candy, team leader, but you can jump 
into any of the other team members (that’s two 
men, two women and BB — a military robot 
which provides backup and intelligence. 


Al, Al, Oh. 
Each character (including your alien oppo- 
nents) has a high degree of Al. Team members 
can be assigned to reconnaissance or guard 
duty and will assess the threat they face — 
and run off if they’re out-gunned. Alien com- 
manders will leave their troops to attack you 
while they go off in search of reinforcements 
and each alien has a complex attack pattern. 
In fine computer games tradition, the 
missions are linked together by cut scenes 
which present the background story, but 
Crush has also added a few extras. At set 
points an icon will appear, allow- 
ing you to see the rest of the 
scene from the point of view of 
another character. “It’s not that 
important to the game as such”, 
says Jonathan Dean, 
Crush 
Managing 
Director, 
we 
think it adds to 
the atmosphere 


Hey, it’s Straker 
out of UFO. Well, 
it’s his voice at 
least. What do you 
expect in this day 
and age? 
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The universe needs 
saving again? What is it 
this time? Jim Gillies 


investigates the global threat. 


and gives you a reason to watch the scenes 
more than once.” The two main voices for the 
game are provided by Dani Behr (The Word) 
and Ed Bishop (Straker, from Gerry 
Anderson’s 1970s classic U.F.O). “We picked 
Dani as the voice of Candy because we want- 
ed a sexy, gravely voice. When she was pre- 
senting the Big Breakfast someone said, ‘why 


Mortal Coil has an ecological theme 
as this nuclear waste (yes, that’s what it 
is) dump illustrates. 


bs ES aa Sa 
My kitchen. Last night. And that’s my 
girlfriend, that is. 


This is Candy — leader of the Mortal Coil team. She shares her voice with Dani 
Behr and Zsa Zsa Gabor’s plastic surgeon. 


not Dani Behr?’, we asked her and she said 
yes. As for Ed Bishop; | had been a big fan 
since U.FO was originally transmitted and | 
really wanted him. When he came in to do the 
voice he was just fantastic!” 

Jonathan describes the game as, “a little like 
a combination of Doom and Space Hulk”. 
Look out for a review soon. 


The game has a strong tactical feel. 
Characters can be set waypoints and 
you can monitor their progress. 


Strange pod-creatures in a techno- 
trance room. 


But all is not plain soiling, 
are quarantines to be by- 


our ruthless competitors - 
to be overcome. 


Will you flounder oF will you 
succeed in building 4 shipping 
empire t0 rival Onassis? 


fhe new real-time strategy simulation from 
Software 7000 features: 


© 1 to 4 players oF competent computer opponents 

© 100 ports with 32 different goods 

© Choose from a range of standard ships 0° have one 
constructed to your specifications. 


ny 


© Easy-to-use interface | 
« Game: selection of standard settings possible 
e Duration and level of difficulty con be selected individually and continuously | 


© Complete stock market with deposit management, brokers, economic news elt. 
e political influences (UN embargoes, quarantines, penalization of damage 10 the 


environment) 
e Credit, financial investment and insurance of ships, goods and warenouses 


© PC version (cD-ROM) with graphics in Super-VGA and CD music 


FIWARE 2000 


pvailable on pc-D ROM - $39.99 


For more information please contact: 


Digital Integration Ld, 
Watchmoot Trade Centre, Watchmoot Road, 


Telephone: 01 976 684959 Facsimile: 01776 21541 is cS 
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5 believing! 
Smbine to turn 
roduction. studio. 
Video Editor, a. 
e sturing over 100 
Fmoving paths, titling, 
fing, ‘trim management and 
ding special effects using 
ions and 50 filters or apply 
even ‘more options. Advanced fea. = 
oma keying, compositing and - 
a] support give you precise control, 
ject libraries, proxy mode editing and 
based output keep you on track for profes: eS 
fal results. Versatile and user-friendly, 
\ MediaStudio Pro 2. 0 brings YOUL vision to life! . 


NEWMEDIA’ 
MAGAZINE 


a Na 


el 


Publisher: GT Interactive 
Contact: (0171) 258 3791 


| Expected release: October 


fter two games, a film, a cartoon 
series, more merchandising than 
| you would think possible, and even 
a world tour (the nature of which | 
can’t even begin to imagine), it might 
seem, to the cynical eye, that a third Mortal 
| Kombat game is taking things a bit too far. 
| However, the success of the arcade version 
| would seem to suggest otherwise, so here 
| comes GT Interactive with a PC conversion of 
Mortal Kombat 3, and it looks as if it’s going to 
be everything the arcade version was, and 
| more besides. 
| The new game will include all the new char- 
acters that were introduced in the arcade — 
that’s eight brand new fighters, including the 
scantily-clad de-throned warrior queen Sindel, 
the twin cyber-ninjas Cyrax and Sektor, and the 
even more scantily-clad Sheeva, a sort of 
Gold-plated Grace Jones with too many arms. 
There will be even more moves too; not only 
must you grasp all the new special moves for 
each player, but to add to the fun, you can 
choose between finishing your opponent off 
with an old-fashioned Fatality, an MK2-style 
Friendly or Babality (turn your opponent into a 
bawling nipper just for a laff), or with the new 
Animality (turn into an animal and rip their 
| throat out). 


Multi Kombat 
| However, by far the biggest news for PC own- 
ers will be the inclusion of network and modem 
_ options — the ability to take on opponents on 
| other machines. There will be the option either 
to take on a one-on-one challenge or a tourna- 
ment, where a number of players compete for 
| ultimate victory. Which means you will be able 
to satiate your blood-lust over the ‘phone... 
There will be all sorts of secret levels hidden 
around the place, and all the secret codes 
featured in the arcade version — in fact the 
conversion will be faithful to the coin-op right 
|down to the eight-level background scrolling 
|and CD-quality sound. 


Price: TBA 
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I bet she’s popular. 


dll 


sien 


y 


Mortal Kombat is coming back | 
for another round of trans- | 


dimensional fisticuffs. Pat Fox 
cowers in fear — as usual. 


You see, it’s like Dirty Dancing, only better. There’s no Patrick Swayze for start. 
Now wouldn’t that be great - ripping his spine out then beating to death with it. 
WiNs- 


oe Wins: oo 


SHELA 
REERTORTE DOS CI 


LG AGES, 


Look, it’s going to be a bloody good game OK? They don’t just stand there 
waving their arms looking dumb. 
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MONStArS trom tine tal: 


With Wolfenstein 3D, Doom and Doom ii under its belt, id 
software has a better pedigree than the whole cast of 101 
Daimations. Jim Gillies takes a look at its newest puppy: 


eg ah pa 
Publisher: GT Interactive 


Contact: (0171) 258 3791 
Price: TBA 


Expected release: Late October 


hese days a game featuring a first 
person perspective on a 3D maze 
filled with monsters — human, alien 
or supernatural — heralds the cry of, 
“oh no, not another Doom ’em up”. 
No matter how good the game is, there’s 
always a suspicion that it’s taking the safe, well 
trodden path to sales. But for one software 
company that’s less of a concern. id Software 
(as in “kid” not “eye dee”) kicked the whole 
thing off in 1992 with Wolfenstein 3D — a 3D 
maze filled with Nazis, rabid dogs and an 
armour plated Adolf Hitler. That was rapidly fol- 
lowed by, well let’s not be coy about this, one 
of the best PC games ever, Doom. Doom was 
Wolfenstein with bells and whistles, and really 
made an impact with its network option. 
Indeed it is still regarded as the definitive net- 
work game. Doom II however was not so well 
received and many people dismissed Heretic 
as a bit of a disappointment. Now though, 
Hexen seems set to breathe new life into the 
Doom engine. 


Making the jump 

id Software describes the jump from Heretic to 
Hexen as much larger than that from Doom to 
Doom Il. The majority of the development on 
the game was actually done by Wisconsin 
based Raven Software. “When we saw what 
Raven had done with Hexen we decided to 


Some people might describe violence 
in church as wrong. I prefer, “good”. 
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gates 


Something tells me I’m in trouble. Perhaps if I talk to him nicely we can settle 
this over an ice cold beer in the local tavern. Then again, maybe not. 


Most of the team who worked on Hexen have art backgrounds and it really 
shows. It'll almost be a shame to kill Mr Slimey here. 


Ah, gentlemen! Would you care to join 
me for a spot of carnage? 


Look guys! A nice big gem which isn’t 
a weapon at all. Come and it! 


| The id pedigree 


[FLOORT “SCORE [LIVES [agp HEALTH AMMo { [- 


KOO 3 |My 100% «6 | 


Wolfenstein 3D 

When Wolfenstein came out it was a revela- 
tion. The gameplay grabbed a rather inti- 
mate part of your anatomy and pulled you 
in. You never knew what was around the 
next corner and things had a habit of going 
pear shaped before you knew it. Classic 
though it was it was soon to be eclipsed. 


Heretic 

A medieval Doom? | did my fair share of 
scoffing too, but Heretic was different 
enough to appeal to the legions of Doom 
fans. The change of battle field, monsters 
and weapons was just enough. 


Hexen goes all out for atmosphere. 
hat a pea souper! 


Wolfenstein was rightfully upstaged by 
Doom. In Wolf 3D bodies just toppled; 
Doom had them exploding. There was a 
whole new armory too, including chainsaws. 
But the piece de resistance was the network 
option — responsible for more lost working 
days than a flu epidemic. A classic. 


Doom Ii 

Despite having dedicated Doom’ers drool- 
ing at the very mention of its name, Doom II 
had a bit of a mixed reception. A lot of fans 
were disappointed at the relative lack of new 
weapons. Not as good as its predecessor. 


Yellow sky at night means it’s time to 
run away. 
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change the name to exclude any reference to 
Heretic,” says Mike Wilson of id Software. “It 
can hold it’s own.” 

Players choose from three character classes 
mage, warrior or cleric. Although the character 
differences are largely limited to a balance of 
muscle and magic, they have a big impact on 
the way the game plays — beyond adapting 
your tactics to each character's strengths. 
According to Mike Wilson, “the environment 
responds differently to each character. It really 
will be a different game when you change 
characters”. 


All change 

Another significant change is the gaming envi- 
ronment, with all the levels being linked. 
Although there will be new monsters and set- 
tings — including wastelands, sewers and 
temples — you can (and indeed will need to) 
revisit earlier sections. The new scripting lan- 
guage developed by Raven enables players to 
destroy objects such as windows, as well as 
allowing the inclusion of crumbling bridges, 
earthquakes, revolving bookcases and falling 
ceilings. Atmosphere is another biggie. While 
Doom is certainly atmospheric it’s also a little 
monotonous, but a lot of effort has gone into 
making Hexen one of the most atmospheric 
games to date with random thunder and light- 
ning as well as fog. Of Raven’s 22 staff, 18 are 
artists and all of the programmers have artistic 
backgrounds. 


New developments 

Mike Wilson credits the Raven team with hav- 
ing, “maxxed out the Doom engine”, but adds 
that, “the genre is fairly unlimited because it 
doesn’t rely on story.” The current project at id 
is the long awaited Quake, for which the devel- 
opers have gone into seclusion — something 
which reflects the id philosophy. “I think Raven 
has created the end all to the Doom alikes.” 
says Wilson. “When we did Doom we knew 
the technology could go further, but we have 
such a small team we wanted to take things 
onto the next level. That’s what we like about 
being independent, we have the freedom to 
move on.” 

When Hexen ships it will have a four player 
network option, but id have plans for an eight 
player, server based option which will no 
doubt have employers all over the country 
jumping for joy as their networks grind to a halt 
and their employees do no work what-so-ever. 

But that’s someone else’s problem. If the 
Doom alikes we've seen so far are anything to 
go by, then what is there to say other than “go 
to it”? Personally, | can’t wait for the day when 
| can describe a game as being “Quake style”. 


‘Senne 


Bloody static electricity! It gets you 
every time. 
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Subscribe NOW to PC REVIEW and one piece of software 
listed below is yours absolutely FREE-OF-CHARGE! Wait, it 
gets better. Not only do you receive a fabulous free gift, but 
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rate. PLUS, if you decide to subscribe by direct debit, you 
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FORTRESS OF DR RADIAKI 22199 


| JOYPADS, JOYSTICKS & MICE 


\ PHASE 9 PHANTOM 2+ JOYPAD 
DIGITAL, 15 PIN WITH 6 INDEPENDANT 
FIRE BUTTONS 


\ 16.99 
GRAVIS ADVANCED 
GAME PAD 
DIGITAL, 15 PIN 
PAE) 


SAITEK MEGAGRIP 8 JOYSTICK 
ANALOGUE, AUTOFIRE, 15 PIN 

4 FIRE BUTTONS WITH LED 

11.99 


SUNCOM FX 2000 JOYSTICK 
ANALOGUE, 15 PIN, SWITCHABLE 


FIIRE BUTTONS. FREE F15 STRIKE 
EAGLE ON CD ROM 
21.99 


MICROSOFT HOME MOUSE 
2 BUTTON SERIAL MOUSE (9 PIN). 
INCLUDES INTELLIPOINT CONTROL SOFTWARE 
PLUS 18 MS ENTERTAINMENT TITLES 
29.99 

EKLIPSE MOUSE FOR PC 
290-2900 DPI 3 BUTTON WITH LONG CORD AND 
FREE MOUSE MAT 


10.99 
MOUSE MATS 


SPECIAL RESERVE 
HIGH QUALITY WITH 
SPONGE BACKING 
4.99 


| STAR TREK MOUSE MATS 
| WITH TOUGH POLYCARBONATE 
| 


COATING FOR LONG LIFE 


| STAR TREK - TNG CREW ... 
| GENERATIONS - TWO CAPTAINS 


PSYCHIC DETECTIVE SV/8MB 
PSYCHO PINBALL 
REBELASSAULT .. 
REBEL ASSAULT 2 SV/8MB. 
RED GHOST 8MB + 
RENEGADE ...... 
RISE OF THE ROBOTS . 
RISE OF THE TRIAD SV/8MB 
ROBOCOP 3&DUNE . 
ROME AD92 4 
RYDER CUP AND 
ARCHER MACLEAN'S POOL 
SCREAMER SV + 
SEALTEAM ... 
SECRET OF MONKEY IS| 
SENSIBLE GOLF. 
SENSIBLE WORLD OF ‘SOCCER .. 
SHADOWCASTER .... 
SHANNARA SV/8MB ° . nee 
SHERLOCK HOLMES TRIPLE PACK 
SHOCKWAVE SV a 
SIM CITY 2000 SV _.. 
SIM CITY 2000 COLLECTION SV . 
SIM CITY ENHANCED . 
SIMISLE 8MB_.. 
SIM TOWER 8MB 
SIMON THE SORCERE 
SIMON THE SORCERER 2 
SLIPSTREAM 5000 . 
SPACE BUCKS FOR WINDOWS SV + 
SPACE HULK . 
SPACE QUEST 6 
SSN SEAWOLF .. 
STAR TREK - 25TH ANNIVERSARY 
STAR TREK - TNG 8MB 
STRIKE COMMANDER 
SUB WAR 2050 
SUPER KARTS... 
SUPER STREETFIGHTER 2 TU 
SYNDICATE + DATA DISK 
SYSTEM SHOCK 


TELSTAR PACK VOL2 
CANNON FODDER & 
BENEATH THE STEEL SKY 


TELSTAR PACK VOL3 
ALONE IN THE DARK & 
SHADOW OF THE COMET 


TELSTAR PACK VOL4 


117.99 


28.99 


SYNDICATE PLUS & UFO +:27.99 
TEMPTATION 

7TH GUEST, INDY CAR + DATA DISK, 
HAND OF FATE, LANDS OF LORE _ ...31.49 


.25.99 
.27.99 
12.99 
31.99 


TERMINAL VELOCITY 8MB 
MRK casas 

THE COMPLETE ULTIMA7* 
THE DIG ® oo. vse oss : 


THE ENTERTAINER PACK * 

LINKS GOLF, KING'S QUEST 6, GRAND 

PRIX UNLIMITED, DARK SUN-SHATTERED 
LANDS, TRUMP CASTLE 3 .22.99 


THEME PARK... .27.99 
THIS MEANS WAR B 31.99 
TIE FIGHTER COLLECTION -30.99 
TILT SV/8MB 28.99 


TRANSPORT TYCOON SV. 18.99 
TRIVIAL PURSUIT (NEW VERSION) * 29.99 
UFO - ENEMY UNKNOWN .21.99 
UFO AND MASTER OF ORION . -28.99 
ULTIMA UNDERWORLD 1 & 2 12,99 
ULTIMATE DOOM SV/486 -22.49 


ULTIMATE FANTASY PACKs 

DUNGEON HACK, DARK SUN -SHATTERED. 
LANDS, STRONGHOLD, FANTASY EMPIRES, 
UNLIMITED ADVENTURES --22.99 


ULTIMATE FOOTBALL 95 SV_...... ...25.99 
ULTIMATE SOCCER MANAGER .21,99 


ULTIMATE (US) FOOTBALL . 11,99 
UNDER A KILLING MOON -23.99 
UNIVERSE . -20.99 


UNNECESSARY ROUGHNESS ‘95 SV 28.99 


WAR ZONE PACK 

HARPOON CLASSIC, NO GREATER 
GLORY, STARSHIP, PACIFIC ISLANDS, 
FIGHTER WING ... ... ... + --22.99 


WATERWORLD 8MB 31.99 


WING COMMANDER 2 13.49 
WING COMMANDER 3 (15) SV/8MB ...35.49 
WING COMMANDER 4 SV/8MB * -38.99 
WING COMMANDER ARMADA . 12.99 
WORLD OF GOLF 20,99 
WORMS .. -+.24,99 
X-COM - TERROR FROM THE DEEP 28.99 
X-FIGHTERS SV/8MB ¢ see 1-36.99 


X-WING COLLECTION 
X-WING, B-WING, IMPERIAL PURSUIT 
+6 NEW LEVELS 34.49 


ZORK ANTHOLOGY 
ZORK 1, 2 & 3, BEYOND ZORK 
& ZORK ZERO ae -12.99 


CD ROM XS SAVERS 


DEDUCT EXTRA SAVING FROM OUR 
PRICE UNTIL DATE SHOWN 


ALONE IN THE DARK 3. 
XS ALONE 3 - DEDUCT & 


BITMAP BROS COLLECTION 
GODS, MAGIC POCKETS, XENON 2, 


SPEEDBALL 2, CADAVER 
XS BITMAP : DEDUCT £5 UNTIL oer 3 


SAVE £12.50 ON RAP 
COMBAT AIR PATROL... ... 00. 047 --423.99 
XS COMBAT - DEDUCT £3 UNTIL OCT 31 
SAVE £14 ON RRP 


DUNGEON MASTER 2 
XS DUNGEON - DEDUCT £3 UNTIL oer 3 


SAVE £17 ON RRP 
FLIGHT OF AMAZON QUEEN SV «28.99 
S FLiduT: DEDUGT £8 UNTIL NOV 30 
SAVE £16 ON RRP 
HARDBALL 4 SV 
Ye WAADBALC. DEBUCT £10 UNTIL OCT 31 
SAVE £21 ON RRP 
CTION FOOTBALL SV... .., «28.99 
SACHIN. DEDUGT $10 UNTIL’ OCT 31 
SAVE £21 ON RRP 
NETWORKS - A4SV_ 
XS NETWORKS - DEDU! 
SAVE £19 ON RAP 
PRISONER OF ICE SV 
1G PRISONER. DEDUCT ES UNTIL OCT St 
SAVE £19 ON RAP 
VIRTUAL POOL SV 
Ke VIRTUAL: SEDUGT 83 UNTILOCT ST 
SAVE £17 ON RRP 
VORTEX SV/8MB 
Be VORTER Beptict £8 UNTILOCT 31 
SAVE £20 ON RAP 


CD ROM INTERACTIVE 


WINDOWS 3.1 OR GREATER REQUIRED 


BBC GARDENERS WORLD 2 
COREL DRAW 3.0 
D-DAY:CRADLE OF LIBERTY 
DK EYEWITNESS ENCYCLOPE! 
DK WORLD REFERENCE ATLAS 
FUN SCHOOL 5 IN SPACE 
FUN SCHOOL 5 IN TIME . 
GHOSTS FOR WINDOWS 
KLIK AND PLAY ENHANCED 
MAKIN’ MUSIK. 
MICRO FRENCH CD 
MICRO MATHS CD ... 
MS ANCIENT LANDS 
MS BOOKSHELF 
MS CINEMANIA ‘95 
MS ENCARTA ‘95 
MS FINE ARTIST CD 
MS MAGIC BUS - HUMAN BOD’ 
MS MAGIC BUS - SOLAR SYSTEM ...26.! 
PLEASURES OF SEX (ELSA as) 34.99 
WORLD ATLAS V.4—... we ++:29.99 


LIVE Ai 
XS LIVE 


MAGIC CARPET 2 WINDOWS 95 


FADE TO BLACK HEXEN 
36.99 31.99 35.99 From 72.99 
DISK GAMES: WINDOWS 95 


1942 - PACIFIC AIR WAR . 
ATARI 2600 ACTION PACK 
BENEATH A STEEL SKY 
BURNTIME . 

CHAMPIONSHIP. MANAGER 2 (95) 8MB « 


CLASSIC COLLECTION - DELPHINE 
FLASHBACK, CRUISE FOR A CORPSE, 
ANOTHER WORLD, OPERATION 


COMPLETLY REWRITTEN OPERATING | 
SYSTEM WITH FULL MULTI-TASKING AND 
PLUG AND PLAY FOR EASY DRIVERLESS 

CONNECTION OF PERIPHERALS. 8 MB 

RAM RECOMMENDED (SEE BELOW) 
WINDOWS 95 COMPLETE | 
ON PC FLOPPY 3.5” DISK 
You can upgrade your existing version o 


28.99 


{ 
STEALTH, FUTURE WARS... 1899" “Windows with Windows 95 upgrades 
CLASSIC COLLECTION-LUCAS ARTS WINDOWS 95 UPGRADE sacl 
MONKEY ISLAND, INDY JONES ON PC CDROM oo ccc ccc ces eee 0-729) 
ADVENTURE, LOOM, MANIAC ! 
MANSION, ZAK MCKRACKEN ONPCFLOPPY 39° DISK .....73.9 
DELTAV ... 
LEARN WINDOWS 95 (CD) ...... 29.9 
Ret ‘AHANDS ON TUTOR DESIGNED BY EXPERTS 
DRACULA .... MS PLUS FOR WINDOWS 95 __...35.9 
DUNE 2 - BATTLE FOR ARRAKIS ‘A COMPANION FOR WINDOWS 95 


INCLUDING DRIVESPACE COMPRESSION 
INTERNET BROWSER AND MUCH MORE 
AVAILABLE ON CD ROM OR 3.5” DISK | 
Please specify format required 


DUNGEON MASTER 2 
XS DUNGEON - DEDUCT 


EYE OF THE BEHOLDER 3 


FIELDS OF GLORY . 

FLIGHT OF AMAZON QUEEN SV . 25, WINDOWS 95 BOOKS 
XS DUNGEON - DEDUCT £5 UNTIL OCT 3 INTRODUCING WINDOWS 95 _ ...13.£ 
FORMULA 1 GRAND PRIX... ... QUICK REFERENCE TO | 
FRONTIER - FIRST ENCOUNTERS WINDOWS 95 10.6 


GRAHAM GOOCH CRICKET 
HEXEN SV/8MB*__... ... és 
HOKUM (WEREWOLF) KA-50... 
INDIANA JONES FATE OF ATLANTIS 
MAN UTD PREMIER LGE CHAMPS ... 
OVERLORD 486 ... 

PIRATES GOLD 
PIZZA TYCOON ... 
PREMIER MANAGE! 
PREMIER MANAGER 3 + EDITO 
RETURN TO ZORK . ee 
SECRET OF MONKEY ISLAND 2 
SETTLERS . a 

SIM CITY 2000 SV... 
SIM CITY 2000 SCENARIOS VOL 1SV. 9.99 
SIMON THE SORCERER 2 a 
SPACE HULK . Hees 


SPACE LEGENDS 
WING COMMANDER, 
MEGATRAVELLER, ELITE PLUS 


SPACE QUEST 3 ... 
SPEEDBALL 1 & 2 


SPORTS MASTERS 
PGA GOLF, INDY 500, ADVANTAGE 
TENNIS, EUROPEAN CHAMPS 1992 


SUB WAR 2050 
THEME PARK 

ULTIMA UNDERWORLD 
ULTIMATE DOOM SV . 
ULTIMATE SOCCER MAI 


WORLD CUP YEAR 94 
GOAL, CHAMP MANAGER 94 + DATA 
DISK, STRIKER, SENSIBLE SOCCER 15.49 


X-COM - TERROR FROM THE DEEP 28.99 


(0 BOOKS ©) 


CANNON FODDER OFFICIAL GUIDE 10.) 


COMPLETE IDIOTS GUIDE TO NETSCAP, 
WORLD WIDE WEB BROWSER 


COMPLETE IDIOTS GUIDE TO THE t 
INTERNET 2ND EDITION ... ... . 2 


DESCENT OFFICIAL GUIDE* . 


DOOM SURVIVORS STRATEGY GUIDE 
(INCLUDES DATA DISK) ... ... ... ... .--18) 


DOOM II OFFICIAL STRATEGY GUIDE 18 
DUNGEON MASTER HINT BOOK ... ...3 
HERETIC OFFICIAL GUIDE + 18 


INDIANA JONES FATE OF ATLANTIS HINT] 
GUIDE (SPECIAL RESERVE VERSION) ...3. 


INSIDE COMPUSERVE 5TH EDITION 2g 
INTERNET FOR DUMMIES ...... ... ...17) 


PC GAMES, HINTS, TIPS, CHEATS 
AND ADVENTURE SOLUTIONS ... ... ... 


PC MULTIMEDIA INSIDER GUIDE 
PC's FOR DUMMIES a 
SECRET OF MONKEY ISLAND 2 HINTS 
SECRETS OF FRONTIER (ELITE 2) 


UFO (XCOM) STRATEGIES 
AND SECRETS Reece ete 


X-WING THE OFFICIAL GUIDE + 


Doe nil. 


—— aes ee ee ee ee 


THREE GAMES FREE 


SCOOP PURCHASE! BUY ANY PC CD ROM TITLE FRO/ 
OUR ENTIRE RANGE AT THE SAME TIME AS JOINING 
RENEWING FOR ONE YEAR AND WE'LL GIVE YOU 


ELITE 2, LEMMING 
AND CIVILISATIO 


ALL THREE CLASSIC TITLES 


ABSOLUTELY FREE 


Existing members can renew early to take take advante 
of this offer - we'll just add 12 months to your ourre 

expiry date. Renewal for one year is just £5.00 
Overseas members pee add £2.00 carrie 


TOP ¢D 


| CREATIVE LABS 563 DUAL SPEED CD ROM 
| WITH THEME PARK CD, DOOM, DESCENT, HERETIC AND WARCRAFT 
| 320 MSEC ACCESS, 300 KB/SEC DOUBLE SPEED DATA TRANSFER RATE. 
| FULL MPC COMPLIANCE. FMV AND 3D0 BLASTER COMPATIBLE. 

| WINDOWS 95 PLUG ‘N’' PLAY COMPLIANT 


‘NEC (CREATIVE) CDR272 QUAD SPEED CD ROM DRIVE 


WITH ENCARTA AND THREE GAMES 


ROM UPGRADES 


AT ROCK BOTTOM PRICES. 


rae 59.99 


159.99 | 


HIGH QUALITY IDE QUAD SPEED CD ROM DRIVE WITH ENCARTA 95, LEMMINGS, 
CIVILISATION AND ELITE 2 ON CD. WINDOWS 95 PLUG ‘N' PLAY COMPLIANT 


\CREATIVE LABS QUAD SPEED 


MULTIMEDIA UPGRADE KIT 
| INCLUDES CREATIVE LABS QUAD SPEED IDE CD ROM DRIVE, 


359.99 | 
ENUINE SOUND 


| BLASTER 16 PRO ASP IDE STEREO SOUND CARD WITH ADVANCED SIGNAL 


|| PROCESSOR AND EXTENSIVE UTILITY SOFTWARE, CREATIVE ACTIVE STEREO 


_ SPEAKERS, MS WORKS V3.0 INTEGRATED OFFICE SOFTWARE SUITE, MS PUBLISHER 
| V2.0 AND PUBLISHER DESIGN PACK, MS ENCARTA '95 FABULOUS ENCYCLOPEDIA, 
MS DANGEROUS CREATURES, MS BOOKSHELF, MS ANCIENT LANDS, MS MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS, MS CINEMANIA '95, MS SCENES, MS GOLF, SYNDICATE PLUS, 
PAGAN - ULTIMA VIII, STRIKE COMMANDER AND WING COMMANDER II DELUXE. 
INCLUDES FULL FITTING INSTRUCTIONS AND USER MANUAL 


ous Fomine 16 SOUND CARD . 


D ROM INTERFACES (PANASONIC, SONY, MITSUMI AND IDE)” 
SOUND BLASTER PRO 2 COMPATIBLE WITH UTLITY SOFTWARE 
SOUND BLASTER 16 PRO ASP IDE SOUND CARD . 
| ADVANCED SIGNAL PROCESSING (ASP), VOICE ASSIST, TEXT assist 
WINDOWS 95 PLUG ‘N’ PLAY COMPLIANT 
CREATIVE LABS SOUND BLASTER MICROPHONE MC1000 


ZYDEC ZY-FI PRO 2 SPEAKERS ... 
36 WATTS, SUPERB SOUND QUALITY, BASS, 
TREBLE AND VOLUME CONTROL, MAINS POWER 


CREATIVE STEREO 
SPEAKERS... 
PASSIVE/ACTIVE 
OPERATION, POWERED 
BY BATTERY OR MAINS 
(NOT SUPPLIED) 


SOUND CARDS & SPEAKERS 


++16.99 


47.99 


9.99 


52.99 


RAM CHIPS FROM 89. 99 «var 
(HESS a RAM CHIPS ARE 72 PIN, 70 NS 32 BIT SIMM CHIPS 
_4MB RAM FORPC ... 105.74 ... 89.99 +V 
8 MB RAM FOR PC ... 209.99... 178.71 +\ 
[16 MB RAM FOR PC __ 399.99... 340.42 + 


UPGRADE YOUR CP 
TO FULL SPEED : 


486 DX4/100 
. 85.10 


e AMD CPU CHIP... 99°99) 5. 
FOR MOST 486 MOTHERBOARDS, COMPLETE WITH INSTUCT 


| oe 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


486 DX4/100 INTEL CPU CHIP ... ... 149.99... 127.65 
FOR MOST 486 MOTHERBOARDS, COMPLETE WITH INSTUCTIONS 
486 VLB MOTHERBOARD FOR PC (DX2 & DX4) ... ... 99.99 . 85.10 


HEATSINK AND FAN FOR 486 CPU . «+ 9.99. .-- 8.50 
FITS DIRECTLY ONTO CPU CHIP. K' WORKING TEMPERATU 
i IDEAL FOR USE WITH OUR 486 DX4/100 CPU'S 


SAVE £££'S WITH OUR Hi 
CAPACITY IDE HARD DRIV 


SAMSUNG 420 MB DRIVE 124.99 106.37 
3.5” DRIVE, 1" HIGH, 13 MS ACCESS TIME, 128K CAC! 
SEAGATE 545 MB DRIVE 134.99 114.89 
3.5” DRIVE, 1” HIGH, 12 MS ACCESS TIME, 128K CAC 
|SAMSUNG 1.25 GIGABYTE DRIVE... 189.99 161.69 
MASSIVE 1272 MB 3.5” DRIVE, 1” HIGH, 11 MS ACCESS TIME, 128K CAC 
| WITH 2 YEAR WARRANTY. INCLUDES SAMSUNG WIDE DISK COMPATI 
| SOFTWARE (ALLOWS FULL CAPACITY USAGE ON ANY PC) 
|ENHANCED IDE (EIDE) CONTROLLER CARD.. .. 24.99 21.27 
|_ FAST VLB CONTROLLER CARD. ALLOWS CONNECTION OF UP TO 4 IDE & EIDE DE 


From 
Only 
1327.65 + 
VAT with 
8MB 
Ram and 
everything 
shown 
including 


Only 
1046.80+ 
VAT with || 


including 
1.25 Gig | 
Drive and |, 


i Drive and |} 
Windows 95} 


Windows 95 |) 


i 


Trust ne, 


TRUST PENTIUM P90 MULTIMEDIA PC) 
* Microsoft Windows 95 operating system 
* Samsung 1272 MB (1.25 Gig) super high speed hard drive 


* Large sculpted Ser case 

* Intel Pentium P90 MHz processor 

(over 50% faster than a DX4/100) 

256K cache upgradeable to 1MB 

Fast 1 MB PCI 32-bit graphics (upgradeable to 2MB) | 
Enhanced IDE controller supports four drives 

6 drive bays, 4 PCI slots, 4 16-bit ISA slots | 
Expandable to 128 MB Ram | 
Samsung 14” Syncmaster 0.28 dot pitch SVGA | 
award-winning monitor with tilt and swivel stand | 
102 key keyboard, mouse and mouse mat } 


_____ 


WE ALWAYS GIVE YOU THE BEST DEAL 


Each Special Reserve TRUST Multimedia PC has everything you need for the | 
home and small office, even a two year on-site warranty for peace of mind. 
We don't cut costs by including cheap fuzzy screens or cheaper alternative 

operating systems. We build your machine to run fast, by using the best 
price/performance CPU's and adding cache RAM. We fit only Quad speed 
CD ROM drives and super high speed 1272 MB hard drives. We enhance 
your sound and improve games compatibility by fitting genuine Sound Blaster 
sound cards of the highest 16-bit specification. And we include an amazing 
array of CD software as the foundation of your software libra’ 


\sT PCI 486 DX4/100 MULTIMEDIA PC | 

trosoft Windows 95 operating system 

psung 1272 MB (1.25 Gig) super high speed hard drive | 

y attractive mini-tower case 

verful 486 DX4/100 MHz processor 

ore powerful than a Pentium P60) ] 

3K cache upgradeable to 256K 

‘t 1 MB PCI 32-bit graphics (upgradeable to 2MB) 

anced IDE controller supports four drives 

rive bays, 4 PCI slots, 4 16-bit ISA slots 

yandable to 64 MB Ram 

nsung 14” Syncmaster 0.28 dot pitch SVGA 

ird-winning monitor with tilt and swivel stand 

] ses keyooetsl mouse and mouse mat d 

atest Creative Labs QUAD speed CD ROM drive (also 
ys music CD’s), Creative Labs Sound Blaster 16 PRO 
| IDE ASP sound card with Advanced digital Signal 
cessing, Creative Labs active/passive stereo speakers, 
IC 1000 desk microphone, extensive utility software 
sluding Voice Recognition, Text to Speech, Ensemble 
i, Wave Studio and Talking Scheduler, plus a CD library 
_ of 1000 Creative images, sounds and effects. 


)SE YOUR CONFIGURATION - we RECOMMEND 8MB OF RAM OR MORE. 16 MB DX4/100 MACHINES HAVE ONE 16MB RAM CHIP. 16 MB PENTIUMS HAVE 2 x 8MB. 


5T QUAD MULTIMEDIA PC - WITH EVERYTHING INCLUDING ALL SOFTWARE SHOWN! EX VAT INC VAT 
\D 4 MB - TRUST QUAD 486 DX4/100 MHz PC + 4 MB RAM, MULTIMEDIA & ALL SOFTWARE ... 1046.80 ..1229.99 
\D 8 MB - TRUST QUAD 486 DX4/100 MHz PC + 8 MB RAM, MULTIMEDIA & ALL SOFTWARE ... 1131.91 ...1329.99 
\D P90 8 MB - TRUST QUAD PENTIUM P90 MHz PC + 8 MB RAM, MULTIMEDIA & ALLSOFTWARE ...1327.65 ..1559.99 
\D P90 16 MB - TRUST QUAD PENTIUM P90 MHz PC + 16 MB RAM, MULTIMEDIA & ALL SOFTWARE 1506.37 ...1769.99 


AVE £3 eeeseeee DEDUCT £3 OFF ANY ORDER OVER £90 PLACED AT THE SAME TIME AS JOINING SPECIAL RESERVE FOR A YEAR «eeeees SAVE £3 
| 


FAST FAX/MODEMS 
WINDOWS $5 PLUG AND PLAY COMPLIANT 
BRITISH TELECOM (BABT) APPROVED 
SEVEN YEAR MANUFACTURER WARRANTY 
MNP2-5 V42bis, CLASS 1 & 2 AND GROUP 3 FAX COMPATIBLE 
+ FREE 1 MONTH SUBSCRIPTION/ACCESS TO COMPUSERVE 


by ° FREE INTERNET SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 
¢ FREE INDIGO FAX BOX OFFER 


| SR pos 
PLUG. & PLAY. 


CANON BJC 4000 
COLOUR INKJET 279.99 Inc vat 


64 NOZZLES, 80 COLUMN, 5 FONTS, 8 PPM, 360 DPI 
BUILT IN SHEET FEEDER (100 SHEETS) 
“VERY DIFFICULT TO BEAT” - WHAT PC? JAN ‘95 


ON LBP430W 


COMPLIANT. 
FAX/MODEMS. 
FROM 89.99 


‘| WN + FREE TECHNICAL SUPPORT 

+ FREE 1 YEAR SUBSCRIPTION TO .NET MAGAZINE 
LLIGENT LASER PRINTER 1439.99 inc vat + FREE INTERNET STARTER GUIDE INC VAT 
S ALiG/'c00 BEd LRSEH OURGUT EPEE OTE (corona oo NTE INTERNAL 14.4 FAX/MODEM FOR PC WITH SOFTWARE & CABLES. ... ... 89.99 
4ICS SMOOTHING FEATURES), BUILT IN SHEET FEEDER (100 SHEETS). EXTERNAL 14.4 FAX/MODEM FOR PC WITH SOFTWARE & CABLES _..104.99 
tLUDES FREE MICROSOFT DOS AND WINDOWS PRINTING SYSTEM INTERNAL 28.8 FAX/MODEM FOR PC WITH SOFTWARE & CABLES ... ...179.99 
| WARE WHICH ALLOWS ON SCREEN SETTING OF PRINTER OPTIONS —_— eX TERNAL 28.8 FAX/MODEM FOR PC WITH SOFTWARE & CABLES _...194.99_ 


EN ABC COLOUR 
MATRIX PRINTER 144.99 inc vat 


| 80 COLUMN, 192 CPS/64 LQ, 2 YEAR WARRANTY, FREE EASYSTART 
SOFTWARE, THE EASIEST PRINTER TO USE ON THE MARKET 


T AMI COLOUR HAND SCANNER ...99.99 ie vat. 
UPTO 400 DPI, TWAIN COMPATIBLE, EXTENSIVE SOFTWARE 


3 COLOUR A4 PAGE SCANNER ...264.99 inc vat 


_ BLANK DISKS & LEADS» 


3.5” BLANK DISKS 
SPECIAL RESERVE BLANK DISKS ARE BRITISH MADE 
AND GUARANTEED ERROR FREE. TDK DISKS ARE 
BRANDED AND BOXED IN TENS. ALL DISKS ARE 
SUPPLIED WITH LABELS 


FROM ONLY 


7.99 


N-INTERLACED. MPRII LOW RADIATION. INCLUDES LEADS AND JOYSTICK EXTENDER CABLE FOR PC (15 PIN, 2 METRES) 


9.99 
wcuna SHNGMAGTER eS Wann eNr __ KEYBOARD EXTENDER CABLE (5 PIN DIN, 2 METRES) . 7.99 

JOYSTICK SPLITTER FOR PC (15 PIN TO CONNECT 2 JOYSTICKS TO 1 PORT) 9.99 
IGA AOR settee see eee eee eee o579,99 INC VAT. 


9.99 


NULL MODEM CABLE (PLEASE STATE 9OR 15 PIN) 1.0.2.0. 1s cus eos ee 


{IGH QUALITY, UPTO 1200 DPI, 24 BIT COLOUR, EXTENSIVE SOFTWARE, — PACK OF 50 TDK MF-2DD DOUBLE SIDED DOUBLE DENSITY ....... ... ...22.99 

pe een CES SHEE FEEDER ANDERE DUST ;COVER PACK OF 10 SPECIAL RESERVE HIGH DENSITY WITH FREE DISK BOX ...7.99 
AMSUNG SYNCMASTER PACK OF 50 SPECIAL RESERVE HIGH DENSITY DISKS 23.99 | 
3VGA MONITOR an. oe. cee vee vee 004294,99 inc vaT LEADS Sacer Te) 

OUR, 0.28 DOT PITCH, MAXIMUM RESOLUTION 1024 X 768 @ 60Hz ANTI-SURGE 4 WAY TRAILING MULTIPLUG . 24.99 


ie. 


Sots 01 279 600204 ) | 


REGULAR 


48-PAGE COLOUR 
@: CLUB MAGAZINE 
CHEATS & MOVES 
RELEASE SCHEDULE | 
CHARTS 
REVIEWS ft 
HUGE RANGE | 
ALL GENUINE | 
UK PRODUCTS 
HEAVY DISCOUNTS | 
XS SAVERS | 
CREDIT TERMS ; 
Club Snopes at 
HELMSFORD, ESSEX 


43 Broomfield Road. 
just around the corner from the bus station. 


SAWBRIDGEWORTH, HERTS 
The Maltings, Station Road. 
‘A few miles from the M11, near the station. 
Items bought in the shops carry a 50p 
surcharge on the Mail Order prices. 
lembers only but you can order as you join. 


10am to 8pm. 
7 days a week! 


01279 
600204 


| THREE GAMES FREE: 


SCOOP PURCHASE! BUY ANY PC CD ROM 
TITLE FROM OUR ENTIRE RANGE AT THE | 
SAME TIME AS JOINING OR RENEWING FOR ! 


ONE YEAR AND WE'LL GIVE YOU 


> ELITE 2, LEMMINGS | 
AND CIVILISATION | 


ALL THREE CLASSIC TITLES ON P¢ CD ROM | 


ABSOLUTELY FREE: 


Existing members can renew early to take advantage | 
of this offer - we'll just add 12 months to your current | 
expiry date. Renewal for one year is just £5.00. 


Overseas members please add £2.00 carriag 


i a es earl 


|ATURN WITH VIRTUA FIGHTER 


AVE £50 £349.99 


D CONTROLLER WITH SONY PLAYSTATION 


I aa a a te | 


' MEMBERSHIP FEES UK 


Club benefits include regular club magazines, £180 worth of XS 
Savers (coupons) per year, club competitions and huge discounts 
across the range. Members are under no obligation to buy. 

All prices include VAT and carriage to MOST UK mainland addresses. 


Overseas orders must be paid by credit card 
Hardware items (battery or mains) are only supplied to the UK addresses 
Overseas surcharge £2.00 per software item or 25% on other items 


(BLOCK CAPITALS please) NOSH 
Name & Address. 
= 
u 
a 
c 
2 
Postcode 
If Mac or PC please state DISK or CD ROM 
Phone No Machine. 
Enter membership number (if applicable) or 
item 


item | 


| Please use this box to add any optional fast delivery charge 
1st Class Post 50p per posted itern or £3 hardware 


l 

£ 
H Cheque/P.O./Access/Mastercard/Switch/Visa 

I 

| 

| 


| CREDIT CARD 
| EXPIRY DATE 


SWITCH 
(ISSUE NO ) 


SIGNATURE. 


Mail Order address. Cheques payable to: 


1 SPECIAL RESERVE 
1 loan subject 
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FX: EF2000 


it’s being billed as the most realistic aerial combat 
simulator ever. Apparently the RAF has aiso 
expressed a keen interest in the game. But is it 
really that good? Pat Fox is convinced. 


Minimum memory: 8Mb 


Minimum graphics: SVGA 


Sound: Al major soundcards 


FX: EF2000 is quite unique as it’s one 
of the few games that verge on per- 
fection. Trying to find negative criti- 
cisms in the game is almost impossi- 
ble, while highlighting the countless 

positive aspects is child’s play — there’s more 

chance of Frank Bruno retaining the world 
heavyweight boxing title. 

You see, TFX: EF2000 has been in develop- 
ment for years and in that time producer 
Digital Image Design has striven to ensure 
every aspect of the game is polished to per- 
fection. Take the presentation for example. 
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Visually it surpasses every other PC flight sim- 
ulation currently available, even Virgin’s Flight 
Unlimited. The sprawling landscapes, which 
stretch cover four million square kilometres, is 
completely texture-mapped and accurately 
modelled on military charts and maps of 
Norway and Scandinavia. The terrain has an 
unparalleled level of detail, and is filled with 
mountains, deep fjords and cluttered 
cities. What makes this even more 
impressive is that the landscape 
doesn’t warp or distort at all, a 
problem that dogged Flight 
Unlimited and even Origin’s 
Strike series. In EF2000, whatev- 
er height you're flying at, be it 
cruising at 40,000 feet or skimming 
the ocean surface at Mach 1, the terrain 
looks crisp and, above all, very realistic. 

The aircraft are equally well detailed, both 
inside the cockpit and from the numerous 


J} 


Hey 


external views. From the outside the various 
military insignia adorning the fuselage of your 
EuroFighter can clearly be seen, as well as the | 
various missiles and fuel pods hanging from | 
the wing mounts. | 
Under control 
All control surfaces move including the 
ailerons, the rudder and the air| 

brake, and there’s even heat haze 
when the afterburners kick in!! 
Internally the detail is quite 
incredible, especially in SVGA. 

All the dials and gauges work, 
even in the virtual cockpit, in 
which you can look out of the air- 
craft at any angle and track enemy 
fighters. This feature is especially enter- 
taining after ejecting, as you’re free to look ir 
any direction whilst you drift slowly down to 
the ground. | 


GUGAR-FOUR 
NAT 


MISSIGN) 1 GAP 


A There are loads of external views to flick through, as well as glimpses of all the 
other aircraft in the immediate vicinity. Here a formation of F-18 Hornets patrol their 


borders of NATO air territory. 


Bi 


A TFX: EF2000’s sophisticated WarGen campaign engine controls around 3000 
units, spread across the massive Norwegian battle theatre. Astonishingly, each is 
artificially intelligent and therefore acts independenily from one another. 


Immaculate presentation is merely scratch- 
ing the surface of TFX: EF2000 though, and it’s 
the actual simulation and flight mechanics that 


tle arena in the free-flight option or practice fly- 
ing and combat techniques in either basic or 
weapons training. 


have been vastly improved over the original, There are also various ‘full’ missions to 


TFX. Aeronautical engineers were consulted 
during development and as a result the 
EF2000’s flight model is highly accurate (espe- 
cially considering the EuroFighter is still a 
highly classified project). In fact every aircraft 
in the simulation, from MiGs to the Stealth 
Fighter, has been authentically modelled so 


| each of them performs exactly as they would 


in real life. However, because the aircraft 
mechanics are extremely detailed and com- 
plex, don’t for one minute think that EF2000 is 
therefore impossible to play. 

The arcade mode allows instant dogfighting 
gratification, with a handful of simple seek- 
and-destroy missions against both air and 
ground-based targets. Entering the simulator 
section allows pilots to explore the entire bat- 


embark on, in which all the tactics learned dur- 
ing training are put to the test, including 
engaging multiple targets and learning to use 
your wingmen proficiently. 


ALTERNATIVELY 


Falcon 3.0 
Spectrum Holobyte 

£14.99 

Regarded by many as the ultimate home 
computer flight sim, Spectrum Holobyte’s 
Falcon 3.0 now looks incredibly dated with 
it’s blocky, simplistic VGA graphics. Instead 
watch out for the more advanced Falcon 4 
which is due to appear early next year. 
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A The virtual cockpit makes it easier to 
track enemy aircraft, and lets you utilise 
the head-mounted targeting. 


i vA 


A Using the extensive command list you 
can issue orders to each of your wing- 
men. They will then carry them out. 


A During a routine combat air patrol a 
squadron of Russian ‘Hind’ helicopters 
are encountered over NATO airspace. 


4 Digital Image Design worked with 
aeronautical engineers to ensure the 
EuroFighter was accurate modelled. 


Artificially intelligent 

During each mission you’re accompanied by 
at least one wingman, to whom you can issue 
orders. While the wingman (or wingmen — on 
some sorties you'll be accompanied by up to 
five other aircraft) will obey the order to the 
best of their ability, they’re are also _ 
artificially intelligent. Therefore ij 


Flight Unlimited 
Virgin Interactive 

£49.99 

Okay, so Flight Unlimited isn’t an 
aerial combat simulator but it 
does use the same texture-map- 
ping techniques to give tremen- 
dous detail to the landscape. 
But it’s hardly action packed. 
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THE DAM BUSTERS 


Switching to radar on the Multi 
Function Display, the waypoints are 
shown along with the primary targets 
and any aircraft in the area. 


o30FT 


@ = 


OFFSET TRACK 


ee (oa) ica] 


54 nm 


The targeting system for the 
laser-guided bombs is activated by 
manually acquiring a lock using the 
video screen. 


they'll act independently if needs be, and will 
adapt their tactics to match the situation of the 
dogfight in hand. However, the enemy pilots 
are all equally as intelligent and therefore also 
fly in groups and can be just as unpredictable 
and skilled as your own wingmen. Mind you, if 
they prove too tough you can reduce the diffi- 
culty level which reduces the effectiveness of 
their missiles and so on. 

It’s in the campaign section of the game that 
the pilot’s artificial intelligence really comes 
into its own, though. The entire campaign the- 
atre is controlled by the game’s sophisticated 
WarGen engine, which handles over 3500 
intelligent ground, sea and air-based units 
independently from one another. Essentially 
this means that you can sit back and watch as 
the conflict erupts before you, with countless 
ground strikes and air interceptions breaking 
out without you even leaving your airbase. 
Naturally you can get involved in the cam- 
paign at any time, simply by selecting virtually 
any one of the EuroFighter aircraft from any of 
the airfields, taking in the mission briefing then 
taxiing onto the runway. 


Top Gun 
While flying your own 
mission in the campaign 
the game world is con- 
stantly evolving, and 
the outcome of the 
© countless other conflicts are pro- 
S gressively determined. Obviously the 
result of each battle affects the overall 
standing of the campaign, so losing 
a battle on the border of NATO 
airspace will allow the ever- 
increasing Russian force to pen- 
trate your territory and push you 
even further back into 


Skimming low over the terrain to 
avoid radar contact, low-level flying is 
made much easier using the GRASS 
(GRound Avoidance Sub-System). 


It’s away! The Thermal Imaging And 
Laser Designation (TIALD) system kicks 
in the moment the bomb is dropped, 
guiding the payload directly to the dam. 


Southern Norway until you eventually lose 
control of vital supply routes, places of strate- 
gic importance and, of course, vital airbases. 

The campaign missions are often complex 
too, and are far more comprehensive than sim- 
ple combat air patrols. For example, your brief 
might be to lead an attack and eliminate any 
aerial or ground threats in the immediate area, 
before a squadron of A-10s or Tornados fly in 
minutes later and take out the primary target. 
And at any time, you can switch to any of the 
aircraft in the area, both friendly or enemy, and 
then watch the battle from their perspective. 

To say the campaign generation is compre- 
hensive is an understatement. It is by far the 
most advanced, detailed campaign simulator 
I've ever encountered, and every single aspect 
of modern day aerial combat has been metic- 
ulously included to make sure it’s as realistic 
as possible. 


Landing is made considerably easier 
thanks to the Instrument Landing 
System, or ILS for short. Simply fly 
through the squares leading up to the 
runway, adjusting your speed accord- 
ingly and then kicking in the wheel 
brakes when you finally touch down. 


An already staggering simulation is made 
even better by its exhaustive network options 
too. Up to eight human pilots can fly any one 
mission, either teaming up together or flying 


In the distance the primary target can 
just be seen — a heavily defended dam 
surrounded with deadly SAM sites. Keep 
low and switch on the ECM. 


A direct hit! Wait for your wingmen 
to drop their load then return to base 
for a hero’s welcome... well, a pat on 
the back anyway. 


against each other. NATO pilots sits inside the 
cockpit of the EuroFighter while the Russians 
fly Sukhoi SU-35s, flying in any of the arcade, 
simulator or multiplayer-specific missions. 

No matter how many pilots there are cruis- 
ing the simulated skyways, TFX: EF2000 is 
undoubtedly the most comprehensive, thor- 
ough and realistic flight sim ever to grace the 
PC. It surpasses every other simulation in 
every single aspect, and as | mentioned at the 
beginning of the review it’s damn near impos- 
sible to find fault with the game. 

| suppose the recommended spec machine 
being a hefty 16Mb Pentium 90 could be 
regarded as a criticism, but personally | think 
that’s a small price to pay for the most 
advanced flight simulator you're likely to see 
for a long time. 


PCR VERDICT 


MYP@ si cisdisscesccesesseecee Flight simulator 
Publisher: ......../......00... DID/Ocean 


Quite simply the 
most sophisticated 
PC flight sim we 


have ever seen. 
Majestic. 


The most 
realistic 

3D football 
experience 
ever... 
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watching football on TV only you control the no.1 voice of football 

players and the game! i 44 teams Bi Editable skills Real siebes cloreuitoin 
Cups H Tournaments and leagues HF Real international footballers 


atmosphere Hf Real immersive Bi Really football! and Neen we Same 
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© 1995 Gremlin Interactive Limited. All rights reserved. Unorthorised copying, lending by any means strictly prohibited. 
Gremlin Interactive Limited, Carver House, 2-4 Carver Street, Sheffield S1 4FS, England. Tel: (0114) 275 3423. 
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Rac 


hot new 


This how the game 
looks in standard 
VGA mode. You 
can play in SVGA if 
you wish, but 
unless you own a 
133MHz Pentium, I 
wouldn’t bother. 
Looks great, runs 
like a dog. 


> ; 
ISTH ZEW ae 


t first sight, Fatal Racing looks like a 
standard arcade driving game. It 
follows the usual format: select your 
car (each of the eight models has 
its own strengths and weaknesses), 
decide whether to compete in a single race or 
a championship, and finally whether you want 
to play solo or against friends (the network 
option supports up to 16 players). 

Then you get out there and race. At this 
point the game’s high-speed charm becomes 
apparent. The texture-mapped graphics are 
are fast (in VGA), and the futuristic courses, 
which include death-defying leaps, loops and 
corkscrews, are pure fantasy. All this, howev- 
er, would be for nothing were it not for that all- 
crucial element: gameplay. And Fatal Racing 
does play extremely well. It offers a decent 
challenge without being overly frustrating, and 
even if you finish last in a race, you still come 
out of it having enjoyed yourself. 

The courses are tough (we’re talking three 
week-old mutton vindaloo here), but it’s the 
intelligence of the other drivers which makes 
the game. Instead of sitting there passively 
\ while you overtake, they'll carve you up or 
shunt you into the nearest wall. It makes 


There are three good reasons to 
head for the pits when your car’s 
5 Fl burning: it will run like a Marina, 
® = you can’t see where you’re going 


Quick, lock up your cars! Cal Jones 
is about to hit the road in Gremilin’s 
arcade racing game. 


.Fatal 


Minimum memory: 4Mb 
: VGA 
Sound: Sound Blaster and comp. 


Minimum graphi 


winning very difficult — but hey, at least it’s 
good practice for the M25. 


Death Race 2000 
Aside from getting points for placings, you 
also get points for record-breaking laps and — 
yes — killing other players. When you hit a 
wall, you sustain damage. Take too many 
knocks and your engine starts smoking; take 
more and flames pour out of your bonnet (a 
sight I’m all too familiar with, having owned 
two Marinas and an Allegro). At this point it’s a 
good idea to limp round to the pits, because if 
you get hit again you’re toast. Dead. Expired. 
This might all sound rather frustrating, but 
don’t be put off. We've all been playing it in the 
office, we're all rubbish at it but we all love it 
anyway. My only grumble is that the complex- 
ity of the courses, which twist and turn like a 
twisty-turny thing, sometimes makes it hard to 
see where you're going. But | guess that’s part 
of the fun. It’s good to see that Gremlin has a 
decent arcade racer on its hands after all 
those miserable Lotus games. 


BS 
ISTH “16 
= 


With jumps, bumps, banks and 
corkscrews, some of the tracks make 
Alton Towers look tame. 


CONFIGURATION 
PLAYER: 
GAME TY 


This, believe it or not, is one of the 
more pedestrian courses. There are 16 
in all, and none of them are easy. 


There’s plenty of bumping and barg- 
ing during races, even right at the back 
of the field. Which is where I usually 
find myself. 


No, we didn’t print the picture upside 
down. Hit a jump wrong and this is what 
happens. Oh dear. 


Contact: ................ (01142) 753423 


Can | have another 
go please? 


MAAMINE STH 


FLY SOLO - COMANCHE 2.0 
These new and enhanced hair-raising missions will challenge 
even the cockiest players. It’s a shot in the arm for Comanche 
enthusiasts! 


GO HEAD-TO-HEAD 
Or play Comanche against Werewolf to experience the other side*. 


MAKE A TEAM ATTACK 
Team up via the network and play a minimum of eight players*. 


CoM fea elt ees iC i wot eoiiimeatures including haze, shadows, 

bey Con TCE nt) eed Pr Ld -Tdeite (tt, SD terrains, translucent smoke and 
eT ret Tae re f-) o) gf Cate a CV ii r-rel anal-e- eu cam refuel, repair and replenish — 
feta yuh minematic sequences. 


Werewolf is a registered trademark of Data East USA, Inc. for videogames in the United States. 
Werewolf is a registered trademark of NovaLogic in the United Kingdom and Germany and is a 
trademark of NovaLogic in all other territories. Werewolf vs. Comanche, Comanche, Comanche 2.0, 
Voxel Space, NovaLogic, and the NovaLogic logo are trademarks of NovaLogic, Inc. Copyright 1995 
by NovaLogic, Inc. All rights reserved. 

*additional games required for more than two players. Licensed to U.S. Gold Ltd., Units 2/3 Holford Way, Holford, Birmingham B6 7AX. Tel: 0121 625 3366. 
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It isn’t all blood 
and guts. The 
backgrounds, ren- 
dered by a team 
of Russian artists, 
are very attractive. 


must confess that | had really been look- 
ing forward to Phantasmagoria. | have 
always had reservations about playing 
“interactive” movies owing to. their 
traditional lack of gameplay, but this multi- 
million dollar creation was supposed to be 
something special. Not just an interactive 
movie, but an interactive horror movie com- 
plete with gore and everything. Wow. With a 


plot dreamed up by Roberta Williams (creator 
of the Kings Quest series), gruesome special 
effects courtesy of Hollywood specialists, 
video, rendered backgrounds and a particu- 
larly comely heroine, it couldn’t really fail. Or 
that was the theory. Unfortunately, the game 
itself is, well, not much of a game at all. 
There’s nothing wrong with the storyline. A 
young couple move into spooky mansion 


This is supposed to be the most terrifying 
game ever created. But Cal Jones is 
underwhelmed by the whole experience. 


Carno was not a nice man. Possessed by 
an evil spirit, he murdered each of his 
wives in a most gruesome manner before 
succumbing to an unpleasant death him- 
self. But the demon who possessed him is 
still resident in the house, and has similarly 
evil plans for poor Adrienne. It’s always the 
woman who gets it in this kind of movie as 
well. At least in a game you have a chance 
of coming out on top, but the main charac- 
ter can only die once in a film. Poor old 
Adrienne gets slaughtered in a dozen dif- 
ferent ways in the game. 
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once owned by Victorian illusionist Carno, 
who (we later discover) murdered each of his 
wives in a variety of inventive ways. The hus- 
band (Don) starts behaving oddly, while the 
wife (Adrienne) experiences terrible night- 
mares. She then discovers that Don is, in fact, 
possessed by Carno, and then ends up fight- 
ing for her life against him. Sounds familiar. 


Adrienne suffers from violent night- 
mares. Perhaps she should stop eating 
such strong cheese. 


Not the goriest death in the game, but 
it'll still make you wince. Carno gags his 
wife and then breaks her neck in this 
head-twisting device. More than ouch. 


M 
Minimum memory: 8Mb 


Minimum graphics: SVGA 


Sound: Sound Blaster, Roland 


The game is also extremely atmospheric. It’s 
genuinely spooky, and even made me jump 
on one occasion when | was playing it on my 
own late at night. On those counts alone it 
delivers the goods. 


But where’s the game? 
Unfortunately, it’s let down by a distinct lack of | 
things to do. The game is split into seven 
episodes, each lasting a day, and each taking | | 
up one of the seven CDs which you'll find in 
the box. Yes, | did say seven. However, you | 
shouldn't be fooled into thinking that the game 

must therefore be enormous — it’s just that the 
video cutscenes which occur at key moments 
during the game take up a hell of a lot of disc 
space. The game itself is pitifully small, and | 


Stomach churning is the best way to 
describe this murder. This time, Carno 
force feeds his wife offal and blood 
through a funnel until she chokes. 


Ah, the infamous “rape” 
scene. This caused the 
game to be pulled off the 
shelves in parts of 
America. It’s a token 
addition designed to 
shock. And some- 
how both parties 
manage without 
removing anything 
they’re wearing. 


to the estate agents in 
town to pick up a key, 
using a hammer to break 
down a false wall (obviously 
made of balsa wood) or that old 
cliche, discovering a door 
where the key is in the lock 
on the other side. This 
last example is almost 
criminal. | must have 
encountered variants 
of it in at least 20 
games. You stick your 
handy newspaper 
under the door and 
then use a nail to poke 
the key out. Never mind 
4 that you have to wait until 
The robot fortune teller = ; day three to get the nail, when 
in the hall seems to have a life | there must a perfectly good set of 
of her own. knives and skewers in the kitchen that would 

do the job straight away. 


| finished the whole thing in around 10 hours. The other problems are solved by talking to 

| That is unforgivable. The problem is that the people. Hardly difficult given that you don’t 

| puzzles, if you can call them that, are too few even have to select responses from a list — 
and too easy. I’ve seen harder problems | geese, it’s all done automatically. 


| in a child’s edutainment product. 
They consist mainly of finding 
ways to gain access to certain! 
rooms in the house. It might ¢ 
| be a simple matter of going jg 
The inventory holds up 
to eight items, each of 
which can be viewed in 
close up and rotated so 
that you can examine 
them from all angles. 


Seconds out 

But the worst part of the game is the 
end sequence (all shot in fuzzy full 
screen video), in which Adrienne must 
perform a series of actions to avoid 
getting killed. Like, say, you have a 
couple of seconds to grab a book off 
your mad husband before he stran- 
gles you, then another few seconds 
Bs to give him an item before he 
splits you head in half with a 
: pendulum blade. And 
so on. But since you 
always get the option to 
try that sequence again if 


| f Eo Adrienne strokes her 

= cat, named (in a fit of 
very un-American politi- 
cal incorrectness) 
Spazz. 


This is the most horrible killing. This And the most over the top. At the 


time, Carno disposes of his wife by end of the game, Adrienne must 
| stabbing her through the mouth with a escape the demon before it stabs its 
trowel. Nasty, nasty. fingers through her eyes. 


SCREEN SCENE 


you die, it’s all rather pointless, especially 
since there’s an on-line help facility which tells 
you what to do if you can’t be bothered to fig- 
ure it out. 

Phantasmagoria could have been brilliant, 
and | can’t help but feel disappointed. 
Although | found it entertaining, it was over too 
quickly and the puzzles were extremely unsat- 
isfying. The only reason you'd buy it would be 
for the gory bits (which are, admittedly, very 
well done but don’t actually happen until day 
four), so that makes the option to turn off the 
gore seems pointless because that’s where 
Phantasmagoria’s appeal lies. Younger or 
squeamish players would be far better off with 
another, more taxing adventure, whilst anyone 
with an appetite for the gruesome would get 
more satisfaction from renting a horror video. 


Contact: 2.0.0.0... (01734) 303322 


Good story, great 
atmosphere, nice 
effects. But where’s 


the game? 


The interiors are 
as visually splen- 
did as the outside 
scenes, but the 
digitised charac- 
ters are too obvi- 
ously superim- 
posed. They even 
have blue lines 
around them at 
times. 


For some 
strange reason, 
Adrienne and Don 
wear the same 
clothes for the 
whole game. And 
she doesn’t even 
get dirty until day 
seven. Realism? 
Pah! 
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As a slight depar- 
ture from the run- 
ning and shooting, 
there are a couple 
of levels where 
you pilot a space- 
craft through the 
interior of a Morph 
battle cruiser. 


De Qe 
pCi 4 


it’s big, it’s slimy and it’s very, very nasty. 


ivs Jim Gillies, who could show those 
Morphs a thing or two... 


As well as the 
shape-shifting 
Morphs you have 
to battle all man- 
ner of sentry 
droids and securi- 
ty robots. Just as 
well he’s got a big 
gun. 


ack in 1993 French developer 
Delphine redefined the platform 
genre with Flashback, a stunning lit- 
tle number that combined ledge 
leaping aplenty with nifty gun-toting 
shenanigans. Now, after a lengthy stay in the 
depths of development hell, Delphine has 
resurfaced clutching Fade To Black. 

As you may have read elsewhere, 
Fade To Black is the sequel to 
Flashback, although you wouldn't _ 
immediately recognise it as po 
such — the two games are as 
similar as chalk and cheese. © 
You can forget tiny bitmapped sprites wob- 
bling around hand-drawn 2D landscapes — 
Fade To Black boasts a fully texture-mapped 
3D world populated by Gouraud-shaded 
meanies. Sexy is the word. 

Fade To Black’s plot picks up straight from 
where Flashback’s left off, with the hero 
Conrad Hart resuming his epic battle against 
the shape-shifting Morphs. In the grand tradi- 
tion of aliens since the dawn of computer gam- 
ing, the Morphs are intent on taking over the 

galaxy — and it’s Conrad’s sworn duty to 
stop them. 
The game consists of 13 self-contained 
missions linked by some superb 
animated cutscenes that help 

~ drive the plot along. F 

Each mission has its own |. 

set of objectives that have to 

be completed, but basically they 

all boil down to a lot of running 

around mysterious alien bases, 

zapping bad guys and solving 
object-orientated puzzles. 

Although Fade To Black may look 
like just another Doom clone, don’t 
be fooled — it ain’t. The pace of the 
action is much slower, with the 
emphasis on nail-biting suspense 
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“Minimum PC: 50MHz486DX,MSDOS 5.0 
Minimum memory: 4Mb 


Minimum graphics: VGA 


Sound: All major soundcards 


rather than rampant 
blood-letting. Conrad 
~~ iS a feeble protagonist, 
especially in relation to 
some of the powerful foes 

é he faces, so it’s vital to make 
good use of cover whenever possible to 
avoid early, er, ‘retirement’. Certainly, anyone 
foolishly attempting to play Fade To Black in 
classic Doom style will find themselves dying 
with annoying regularity. 

This tense, gritty atmosphere, combined 
with the exceptionally fluid and realistic char- 
acter animation, helps to make Fade To Black 
an intensely exciting and exceptionally involv- 
ing experience, and one that will keep you 
playing for hours on end until those mighty 
Morphs have finally been vanquished. Well, 
until the next sequel, anyway... 


During the combat sequences you’re 
treated to a view from above and behind 
Conrad’s shoulder, making aiming at the 
approaching Morphs a lot easier. 


During the game Conrad collects a lot 
of items, all of which are stored in this 
inventory. Use the right object in the 
right place at the right time for success. 


This is a typical Fade To Black puzzle: 
obviously you’ve got to tread on the 
symbols on the floor in the right order. 
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TYPel... icc csetaess Action adventure 


Publisher: . pauccnUle Software 


Price:.. 


POE OR £44.99 
Contact: 2.0... (01753) 549442 


Delphine proves the f 
age-old adage: the 
morph, the merrier! 


SLIGHTLY LESS SAFE THAN 
JOINING THE MILE HIGH 
CLUB BAREBACK WITH A 
JUNKIE WHORE IN A PLANE 
FLYING OVER A WAR ZONE 
WITH THREE ENGINES ON 
FIRE A PISSED UP PILOT 


AND CARLOS THE 
JACKAL SITTING 
RIGHT BEHIND 


offe ® MUIR [AL KTIMHAI 4 
@ 
Williams Entertainment Inc. 
f AVAILABLE FROM MID-OCTOBER ON PC CD-ROM 
Manufacturing Company 
EB TAR industries inc. 
lal ing any. All Rights Reserved. MORTAL KOMBAT, the DRAGON LOGO, MK3 and all character names are trademarks of Midway Manufacturing Company. Developed by Williams © Entertainment Inc.. Williams @ is a registered trademark of WMS Games 


GT Interactive Software (Europe) Limited 


@:00.0 


2 


‘Min. PC: 486DX2/66 dual speed CD 
Minimum memory: 4Mb 


Minimum graphics: VGA 


Sound: Most major soundcards 


couple of months ago | was fortu- 
nate enough to be offered a ride ina 
Ferrari. We roared off along the nar- 
row suburban byways with the hi-fi 
blaring, screeching around round- 
abouts at 70 miles per hour and overtaking 
absolutely everything in sight. | sat back in my 
cream leather bucket seat, shades on, wind 
rushing through my hair, trying desperately to 
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Pe 


They don’t cali him Pat “Speed 


Demon”? Fox... at 
to let him review 
to shut him up. 


look cool and nonchalant and hide the fact that 
| was absolutely terrified. 

Of course what | really wanted to do was get 
behind the controls myself, floor the accelera- 
tor pedal and... well, probably die horribly in a 
blazing fireball somewhere on the M4. And 
now, thanks to Electronic Arts that is, | can now 
fulfil my ambition... 

Need for Speed plays unashamedly on the 
almost universal desire (particularly amongst 
young males) to drive big, powerful cars very 
fast. To that end, you are given the chance to 
get behind the wheel of not just one, but eight 
of the world’s sexiest, speediest production 
cars — from the nippy Toyota Carrera right up 
to the sleek Ferrari 512TR and the downright 
monstrous Lamboughini Diablo. 


I feel the need... 

Right from the start, you are in for a sumptuous 
visual feast. The intro sequence features full 
motion video of all the game’s motorised stars 
as they zoom and screech around deserted 
mountain roads and airport runways. The main 
options screen allows you to examine the tech- 
nical specifications of each car, as well as giv- 
ing you a potted history and even a bit more 
video footage to drool over. It’s all very pretty 


all. But we had 
Need for Speed 


There I am, having a nice relaxed 
drive in the country, and I get caught in 
an insane race-to-the-death. Darn. 


1s tai 7/8 


Oh dear, I’m seventh — in a field of 
eight. It’s at times like these I wish I 
had a gun. 


fh SS ELERATICOH 


er. Ci MILe 


Ter SPEac 


DONE 


1 la RH 
‘crt 283 FH 


4. Next car rs 


A There are some genuinely pretty multimedia moments, showing each car in its 
rubber-burning element. Looks like this guy needs to call the Cones Hotline. 


and adds to your impatience to get onto the 
starting blocks and burn serious rubber. 

You can opt for one of three types of race: in 
single race mode, you can choose to take on 
one opponent or “the pack” — one of. each 
type of car — over an eight-lap race; head-to- 
head pits you against a single human or com- 
puter-controlled opponent, while choosing 
tournament mode puts you on the grid for a 
series of heats over several stages with aim of 
becoming numero uno super car driver. 

So we hit the grid, impatiently gunning the 
engine as we wait for the green light... and... 
we're off! The landscape slides smoothly by, 
made up of more texture-mapped polygons 
than you would have thought possible, and 
the car textures are actually digitised from 
photos — the realism is truly something to 
behold. No longer need PC owners hide their 


A The banked corners allow you to 
maintain a higher average speed — and 
then crash even more spectacularly. 


RMoc:00.0 GOS: | 


A Oi! He didn’t even indicate! Honestly, 
some people have no manners. It 
shouldn’t be allowed on a public road. 


heads in shame when confronted with Ridge 
Racer on some console or other — hey look, 
there’s even more than one course! In fact, 
you can choose from any of six locations, 
which range from narrow, precipitous coastal 
roads, through claustrophobic urban streets 
to flat-out dirt tracks. 


Caught by the Fuzz 

More than once we have seen pretty games 
let down by shoddy gameplay, but fortunate- 
ly, Need for Speed doesn’t fall in to this cate- 
gory. While the controls are perhaps a little 
sensitive at first, it doesn’t take too long to 
acclimatise yourself — but it’s never easy. 

On some of the tracks, you not only have to 
contend with your opponents — whose abili- 
ties range from laughably bad to frustratingly 
good — but on open road courses, you also 


A Of course, responsible drivers slow 
down in adverse weather conditions. 
Yeah, right. 


A The crashes are spectacular, if some- 
times a little unlikely — try doing that in 
your Mini Metro. 


| SCREEN SCENE | review 


SEGMENT LENGTH 6.6 MILES 
ROUTE LENCTH 46)¢ mjure 


DONE 


A There’s a map of each course, but 
forget about that and just get driving. 


A | attempt a bold manoeuvre by going 
wide. I lose several positions. Sod. 


have to avoid the slow-moving civilian traffic, 
and try not to get caught speeding by the traf- 
fic police. If you’re nicked twice, then you'll be 
disqualified, so if you’re involved in a crash it’s 
best not to hang around long enough to 
exchange insurance details. 

So it looks great, and it plays great too — 
but what’s the catch? Well, if there is a prob- 
lem then it’s simply that this is only ever going 
to be a driving game. There are no guns, no 
keys to find or problems to solve — just jump 
in your car and drive as fast as you can for as 
long as you can without crashing. The tourna- 
ment mode adds a little to the longevity, and 
the two-player modem link is, as usual, a riot. 
But there’s not a great deal of depth here — 
and don’t forget, you'll need some heavy-duty 
hardware to do justice to the graphics. 
However, if all you’re after is a mindless speed 
rush — and there’s nothing wrong with that — 
then Need for Speed is where it’s at. 


TY POs cescceese sees Car racing game 
Publisher: .............. Electronic Arts 


PSS (01753) 5494 


Contact: 2 


It’s fast, it’s fun, and 
it looks a dream — 
just like a Ferrari. | 
should imagine. 


R§co:00.0 Joo: 13.6 


It’s fast, it’s funny 
shaped, it’s a 
Dodge Viper. 
Vv 
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Date: 
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Company (if appropriate): . 
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Postcode: ............. 

Internet Email Address: 

/ enclose a cheque/PO for £19.95 [ ] £29.95 [ ] £35.95[ ] 

made payable to EMAP Business Communications. 
Please return to INTERNET Magazine Subscriptions, EMAP Readerlink, Audit House, 260 Field End Road, Eastcote, Middlesex, HA4 SLT or fax 
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Now that MagnaRAM’s around, you'll be seeing a lot 
fewer “RAM doublers” in the neighbourhood. How can 
they possibly compete against the 32-bit memory multiplying 
power of MagnaRAM? 

MagnaRAM doesn’t double. It multiplies. It takes your 
physical memory and compresses it until you have maximum 
memory. And it combines this ultra-safe compression tech- 
nology with a proprietary method for improving virtual 
memory speed. 

It’s a good combination because it means you have more 
usable memory for Windows’ 95 and Windows 3.1. You can 
open more and bigger programs without getting that annoying 
little “out of memory” box. And because you don’t go to the 
disk as often, the programs run much faster. 


“Test was performed using an HP Vectra 486s/33XM, 16 MB RAM, running Windows 3.1, Solitaire, Microsoft Works, Lotus 1-2-3, MS-DOS, Shoot Video Light, Core! Draw 5.0, Adobe Photoshop, VidGrid, and Corel Chart. Test conducted with products available at the time. 
©1995 Quarterdeck Corporation. Widford Hall, Widford Hall Lane, CHELMSFORD CM2 810. Quarterdeck is a registered trademark and the Quarterdeck "O” symbol and MagnaRam are trademarks of Quarterdeck Corporation. All other trademarks and tradenames are properties of their respective owners. 


The proof is charted on a simple, graphical screen. If you 
want to see how much your system’s meraory and _perfor- 
mance has improved, you can easily find out, 

If you want to fine-tune speed and memory, you can do 
that, too. MagnaRAM is fully configurable. 

It’s all very simple. There are no 


chips to install, no technicians to pay. 
You can install it in seconds, and it 
runs in the background. 

Best of all, MagnaRAM costs a 
lot less than you’d pay for RAM chips or SIMM modules. 

To find out more, see your retailer, visit our website at 
www.qdeck.com, or give us a call on 01245 496699. 

(No cute little puppies were harmed in the making of this ad.) 


Doubler S 


INTERACTIVE MAGIC PRESENTS 


You've Got Just Enough Time To Save The Galaxy . . . 
If You Piay Smart! 


‘O Your elite ranger force is on a critical mission: patrolling 
the outer reaches of the galaxy. Like rangers of the old 
west, your primary responsibilities are upholding law and 
order, and protecting the galactic citizens. You're armed 
with the latest weaponry and flying the finest 23rd century 
starships. But time is not on your side! 


© You're thrust into one life or death mission after another 
and you've got quick decisions to make. You can hyper- 
space across the galaxy to protect a distant base... but 
will you have enough fuel to return to protect the closer 
ones? And how many enemy ships are attacking your 
other bases? Can you get there in time? 


positions, as well as navigate through the galaxy to engage 
| the enemy in one heart-pounding battle after another. But in 
| Star Rangers, you've got to shoot straight and think smart. 
The citizens are looking for a hero... .could it be you? 


| A detailed galactic map helps you ID enemy strength and 


Scout 100% 


PC CD-ROM 


- 
| £39 99 INTERACTIVE MAGIC, Watchmoor Trade Centre, INTERACTIVE 
s Watchmoor Road, Camberley, Surrey GU15 3Au. | { ee 


Tel: 01276 684959 Fax: 01276 21541 


© 1995 Interactive Magic 


Minimum PC: 33MHz 486DxX, Win 3.1 


Minimum memory: 8Mb 
phics: VGA 


Minimum 


Sound: Win. comp. soundcards 


nless you liked your beat ’em ups 
slow, jerky and totally unplayable, 
the poor old PC used to be some- 
thing of a no-go area for die-hard 
fighting fans. But since the arrival of 
Acclaim’s excellent Mortal Kombat 2 conver- 
sion a few short months ago, the quality of PC 
beat ’em ups has increased dramatically, cul- 
minating in the recent release of GTE’s stun- 
ning FX Fighter. But all good things must 
come to an end, so they say... 

Which brings us (rather bitchily) to 
Battle Beast. This, the latest game 
from the wacky funsters at 7th 
Level, allows you to take Da 
control of one of the A \e 
eponymous behemoths 
(there are six to choose | 
between) and do battle with 


> ——S 
renegade beasts and mutant toads in QD 


an attempt to save the city, nay, the world from 
the evil Toadman. 

Battle Beast’s biggest selling point is 
undoubtedly the quality of its graphics. These 
were created by professional cartoon anima- 
tors so they’re exceptionally well drawn and 
entertaining to watch. The cutscenes and the 
death animations in particular are a real hoot. 

But the problem is that games aren’t just 
about watching, they're about playing — and 
this is, of course, where Battle Beast falls 
down. For starters, it lacks the speed and flu- 
idity of its more famous rivals, and matters 
aren’t helped by the fiddly controls. To launch 


ee SS Stas Ss 

OK, so Battle Beast may not play quite 
as well as the incredible FX Fighter, but 
it’s got a unique style all of its own. 


takes on mighty morphin’ house- 
hoid pets in 7th Level’s flashy 
cartoon beat ’em up. 


an attack you have to press 
V the punch or kick button 
! he followed by a direction key, and in 

(~ the heat of battle it’s all to easy 
to end up jumping when you 
intended to land an upper-cut. 

Another annoyance is that you only battle 
one type of enemy in any given game. 
Presumably this is because each Beast pos- 
sesses thousands of frames of animation, so 
it'd slow down the game to keep loading in 
new monsters between each fight. But this 
would be a small price to pay for variety. 

All in all Battle Beast isn’t a bad game by 
any means. It’s full of unusual and highly orig- 
inal ideas (which is a real rarity in the beat ‘em 
up genre) but, graphics aside, it lacks the pol- 
ish and finesse that fight aficionados have 
come to expect. 


Tskeeat.) 


Arrive at the combat scene before 
your rival and you have a few short sec- 
onds to search for hidden power-ups. 
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Contact: .......00..... (01932) 355666 


Somewhat akin to 
Gary Stretch — 
good-looking, but 
lacking punch. 


JREEN SCENE 


Battle Beast can 
be played head-to- 
head with a friend 
using either the 
keyboard or a joy- 
stick. May the 
best beast win. 


You travel 
between the six 
fight locations by 
skimming through 
the slimy city sew- 
ers. Hey, it’s the | 
only way to travel, 
right? 


In their ‘pas- 
sive’ state the 
beasts resemble 
cute pet animals, 
but when trouble 
rears its ugly head 
they morph into 
raging war 
machines. 
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MIN SPEC - 486 33MHZ 4MB RAM 
PC CD ROM - £34.99 
OCTOBER 1995 


Yoiso-oyers 


SRACTIVE 
entertainment 


net surfers - point yo 
www.demon.co.uk/vi 


Designed and developed by Crush! ©1995 Crush} imited. All rights reserved. Produced under | 
Vic Tokai Europe Ltd, Tokai jlouse, 9 Duncan Close Moulton Park, Northampton NN3 6WL. Te! 


Darke 
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Min. PC: 33MHz 486DX, MS-DOS 5.0 


Minimum memory: 4Mb 


Minimum graphics: VGA pasa 


Sound: Sound Blaster 


Never one to refuse a challenge Jim Gillies under- 
takes to find something to do in Darker. Foolish boy. 


hen | received Darker | broke 

with tradition and read the doc- 

umentation first. Big mistake. 

“Tolly tried to suppress the 

excitement he could feel...” — 
oh, good, yet another frustrated novelist. You 
take the role of said Tolly, charged with defend- 
ing Delphi from the evil forces of Halon who, 
having polluted their side of the planet, are 
now intent on doing the same to yours. What 
originality. Still, “the proof in the pudding” and 
all that kind of stuff. 

But the pain continues with the intro — a bit 
of dodgy video where you're briefed by a 
Gazza lookalike, in what | suspect is the pro- 
grammer’s office, before being taken to the 
Lego-like hangar. It’s only when you actually 
take to the air that things begin to look up. 
Since the Delphi are essentially peace loving 
you start off flying a converted shuttle, but as 
other ships are developed you get access to 


| them and the learning curve is reasonable. In 


, fact it’s all rather fun. The the problems start. 


| Sound the alarm! 

The sound is dreadful, with the shots sound- 
ing like a cheap Dr Who special effect or 
| someone attempting to break wind politely. 
| But that is as nothing compared to what hap- 
| pens when you try to return to the hangar. 
| According the manual, the autopilot should 


| guide you gently in without so much as scrap- 


Ha, ha! Down in flames he goes. Emm, straight into the factory | was supposed 


to be defending. Whoops! 


ing the paintwork. Oh, will it really? It’s certain- 
ly not a problem on the first mission, but on the 
second it took me two days of dispatching the 
enemy violently and then heading back for 
hours of frustration - as the autopilot consis- 
tently failed to engage. To amuse myself, | tried 


Ds ed 


Bandits at 10 o’clock! 


Don't relax yet, Tolly: 


We've hada visual report of two 
craft ir the vicinity of Brigg Wolds. 
heading towards Zahner Storage. 


~ We want them intercepting before 
- they cause any damage 


fa hil 
Look, I told you it was Gazza! 


* 
| 


killing myself by crashing into as many differ- 
ent buildings as possible. 

There are some nice touches. You can also 
pull some slick moves in the shuttle and the 
need to stick close to energy beacons pro- 
vides a nice tactical touch, but at the end of the 
day there is one very big problem: flying 
around is kind of fun for a while but after that, 
there really isn’t anything to do. 
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Could have been a 
reasonable game if 
only someone had 
remembered to 
include that old 
familiar — gameplay. 
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Ever since | started playing Absolute Zero, 
've been sleeping with 3 gun 
under my pillow... 


NOTHING could have prepared the peaceful mining 
colony for what was about to happen. From deep 
within Europa’s icy core came an unknown and 
terrifying alien presence. 

The ensuing onslaught instantly transformed 
Europa — into a living hell! 


Now you must use your mining machinery as 
weapons of war... 


With 7 different space vehicles to fly and drive, 
15 weapon systems, inter-racial rivalries and 
mass mayhem this is one action-packed space epic 
you won't ever forget! 


http:/ /www.domark.com/domark 


ABSOLUTE ZERO also features: 
© Dozens of missions in a complex, interwoven plot a 


¢ 7 different characters to play 


© Scores of texture-mapped objects on screen 
simultaneously 


Ss 


¢ FMV sequences and interactive CD soundtrack 
with complex, layered sounds and professional 
voice-overs 


e Stunning Gouraud shading 


SSS aa = 
SS Se 


¢ Dynamic Silicon Graphics designed interface 
giving access to news reports, e-mail and 
character diaries 


D(MARK! 


PC CD ROM 


One of the 
oldest video 
games in the 
weorld gets a 
new lease of 
life. Pat Fox 
witnesses the 
resurrection. 
in CD ONLY 
Min. PC: 33MHz 486DX, Windows 95 
Minimum memory: 8Mb 


Minimum graphics: SVGA 


Sound: Windows compatible card 


looking hand-drawn animation, realistic 
sound effects and a choice of musical styles 
itfall has been around for donkey’s _ to tinkle away in the background. 
years — from its origins in the early In addition, the levels are “non-lin- 
eighties on the Atari 2600, through ear”, ie, they take some exploration 
various incarnations on a series of to complete — there are dead-ends, 
formats —- and now its latest offs- hidden bonuses and extra levels f 
pring, the Mayan Adventure, has been to be found. If you look hard 
released for the PC. enough, you'll even find the whole 
For those too young to remember, Pitfallis a of the original Atari console ver- fee 
platform game. You take the part of Harry Jr, sion hidden in there somewhere ‘} 
who must rescue his father Harry Sr (protago- (hint: look for the scorpions). 
nist of the original Pitfall games) who has To help you on your way, you are 
been taken prisoner by the spirit of an armed with a choice of 
evil Mayan warrior. But you can weapons: a slingshot which 
forget the plot - all you really you've got to collect bags of 
need to know is that there are stones for, an Indiana Jones- 
14 levels of running, jumping type bullwhip which takes a bit 
and killing meanies between of getting used to (although it’s 
you and your destination. - essential you master how to 
use it properly), boomerangs 
and exploding rocks, which are 
hard to find, but very powerful and 
worth keeping an eye out for. Most of the 
meanies can be dispatched with a single hit, 
meaning that you can get on with exploring 
without endless tedious slug-fests holding you 
up every few seconds. 
Pitfall: the Mayan Adventure is nothing new, 
but it is a good platform game (but then you’d 
expect them to get it right after all these years), 


The wonders of 
modern technology 
Pitfall: the Mayan Adventure really has 

very little in common with its aged console 
ancestor; the original game had primitive 
blocky graphics, and the gameplay consisted 
of running along in a more or less straight 
line, jumping over logs, avoiding scorpions 
and bouncing off crocodiles. But this is the 
nineties, so Pitfall PC features some great- 


ow, stop it. 


The Mayan 


At long last, a 


PALE Ves Mogan Lhe 
Cie 
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ACh ision 


[BE Pata Ths Magan Aa 


Lacks originality, 
but so what? 


Looks good, sounds 
good, plays good. 
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and the levels are big and complex 
enough to keep all but the hardest of 
hard-core gamers busy for some time. 


sequel that’s better than 


the original and if you do get 
bored, there’s always the original 
game to find. 


< i'm not sure 
what this is, but 
it’s good for 
swinging on. In 
fact, I don’t think I 
want to know. 


<4 The original 
Pitfall in all its 
glory. So much for 
retro-gaming. 


BiwPes 
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Football Management and 
Arcade Action - the perfect package! 


Player Manager 2 Extra - The Chase for Glory is ‘ 
the enhanced version of the chart topping Player Detailed Management Tools 


Manager 2. 


Graphically enhanced throughout and with 
animated sequences, Player Manager 2 Extra boasts a 
multitude of thrilling new features, exciting options 
and great sound effects. 


Player Manager 2 Extra remains the only game that ©) Unique tactics designer with powerful Ray Trace facilit 


allows you to play for the team you manage giving 1 Extensive coaching schedules - Team Practice 
action on and off the pitch. NEW! | Group Coaching. 


NEW! Detailed team and individual player performance data 
NEW! Full analysis of manager’s performance and ratings. | 
NEW! Manager of the Year and Player of the Year awards. 


Superb Arcade Action 


ml ay 


Winning Features 


NEW! Real teams - Real players - Real stats! 


. ; : : & Play - Watch - Predict - Match Highlights - Multi 
NEW! Customise your squad with edit player name option Speed Scanner 
& Bid for schoolboys and train tomorrow’s multi-million ©) Arcade action with FOUR amazing views - top down | 
pound stars (2 views), isometric and perspective ; 
& Four divisions and all the domestic and European cups ew! Great in match features including individual player 
N team talk, performance points, tactical changes and 
New! Individual challenge and friendly knock out options. much much more. 
©) Three skill levels for 1-4 Players Registered users buy this great new version for only 
£10.00 (Includes P&P). Contact Anco for details. 
€) Newspaper headlines - Thrilling match reports 
& Pre season - appoint coach, scout & physio kbLC (O) 
Greatest games, greatest goals, champions, disasters Published b aoe : 
y Anco Software Ltd, Unit 7 Millside Industrial Estate, Lawson Road, 
© and scandals - READ ALL ABOUT IT. Dartford, Kent DA1 5BH Tel: 01322 292513 Fax: 01322 298402. Screenshots ai 


illustrative of gameplay only and may vary from format to format. Requires a joystic 


OCREEN SCENE 


Big, slimy and always in a bad mood — Pat Fox 


Minimum PC: 33MHz, 486DX 
Minimum memory: 4Mb 


Minimum graphics: VGA 


Sound: Most major sound cards 


ust how many variations can there be 

on the theme of two people beating 

the living daylights out of each other? 

After the bare-knuckle combat of 

Street Fighter, the pseudo-mystical 
blood ’n’ guts of Mortal Kombat and the inter- 
planetary antics of FX Fighter, here comes yet 
another one-on-one slug-fest — and this time 
it’s mutant dinosaur-gods battling for 
domination of post-apocalypse 
Earth. Well, of course. 

Primal Rage began life as a 
coin-op, and this conversion Jags 
remains faithful to it while fie Si 
also adding a few new fea- —ijgaeeae 
tures, notably the three new \aeesaam 
modes of play. As well as the Yam 
usual head-to-head mode, 
there’s a tug of war option, 
where opposing players’ health 
bars are linked; endurance, where 
each player chooses four characters to fight 
with, and also a training mode where you can 
choose your opponent. 

The sprites, based on animated claymation 
figures, are huge and detailed. The figures 


You may stamp and scream, but rub 
Chaos up the wrong way and he lets rip 
with a noxious burp. Tee hee. 


stamps his feet and bares 


stomp and jump around with surprising speed 
and agility given that they’re supposed to be 
recently-defrosted dinosaurs. All the special 
moves are there from the arcade, including 
Diablo’s fire-breath to Chaos’ scatological Fart 
of Fury, and they are all reasonably accessible 
as long as you have a four-button 
Bb joypad — anything else, particu- 
larly the keyboard, is virtually 
useless. 


They came 
and ate us 
sf Spice is added to the pro- 
ceedings by the fact that 
your character is actually a 
god, and relies on the faith of 
its human followers for strength. 
The better you play, the more follow- 
ers you get — which makes you stronger. Hit 
your opponent enough times in a row and 
they are stunned, at which point you can actu- 
ally eat their followers — a nice touch. 

In some cases it is worryingly easy to 
advance quite some way into the game using 
the same move repeatedly — but this only 
works up to a point. In general, the difficulty 

; level is well structured, 
| meaning that it takes 
practice to make _ it 
beyond the opening 
| bouts. 
| However, minor criti- 
| cisms aside, Primal 
| Rage is a faithful con- 
B version of a good 
arcade game, and even 
&| manages to offer the 
odd original touch to an 
otherwise tired genre. A 
rare treat for all you joy- 
pad junkies out there. 


ed / 
a, 


his teeth. 


Sauron takes 
time out for light 
snack — naked vir- 
gin on toast. 


Vertigo finds out 
what it’s like to 
wear a dinosaur for 
a hat. It hurts, and 
it’s very messy. 


Talon does his 
best John Travolta, 
although Vertigo 
makes a useless 
Uma Thurman. 
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MY Pris ceeetcees dl cccssced Beat ‘em up 
Pricescit aoicec ei tae £39.99 
Contact: ........0....... (01604) 602832 


It’s got blood, 

it’s got guts, it’s 
also got rude gags. 
What more could 
you ask for? 


a 
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Min. PC: 50MHz 486DX, MS-DOS 5.0 
Minimum memory: 8Mb 


Sound: All major sound cards 


SI built its reputation for solid (if gen- 

erally uninspiring) —_ role-playing 

games with a long series of ‘official’ 

Advanced Dungeons & Dragons 

releases. However, with the release 
of Thunderscape, an ‘original’ RPG created in- 
house, the company obviously wants to prove 
that anything Gary Gygax can do, it can do too 
— only better of course. 

It’s set in the world of Aden, a fantastic realm 
where ancient sorcery and Jules Verne-ish 
steam technology meet to form ‘mechamagic’. 
On top of this novel plot twist, there’s also an 
all-new RPG system with its own unique com- 
bat and magic rules and a wide range of weird 
and exotic monsters and character classes. 

To be honest, despite SSI’s claims to the 
contrary, it’s all very familiar stuff: generate a 
party of adventurers... traipse around endless, 
samey-looking passages... kill scores of nas- 
ties... find keys to open locked doors... solve 
the odd puzzle or two... seek out the master 
baddy... you know the (yawn) score. 


Flavoursome 

Thunderscape does have two things in its 
favour, however. The 3D graphics engine, 
which permits such niceties as sloping floors, 
tunnels and bridges, is quite impressive 
(although it moves like a paralysed slug on 
anything less than a 66MHz 486). And the 
combat system is very flexible, allowing you to 
order your merry band to perform all manner 
of special attacks and defenses. Unfortunately, 
this is all offset by a legion of minor annoy- 
ances, such as the ultra-confusing 3D 
automapper, limited monster animation and 
minimal character interaction. 

Perhaps Thunderscape’s worst crime, 
though, is that it does precious little to set up 
its fantasy world. All we’re told is that the 
forces of good (nebulously defined) are at war 
with the evil nocturnals — foul creatures of 
nightmare which appeared after a solar 
eclipse a decade earlier. There’s some further 
notes on each of character races and monster 
types — and that’s it. 

No doubt SSI is saving further shock revela- 
tions about the world of Aden for future games 
in the series, but this severe lack of back- 
ground detail makes Thunderscape a curious- 
ly uninvolving and unatmospheric experience. 
That, combined with the lack of originality and 
the niggling downers mentioned earlier in this 
very review, consigns Thunderscape to the bin 
labelled “OK, but...” 
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underscape 


Solid and predictabie, David 
Upchurch was the ideal choice to 


review SSI’s all-new fantasy 


spectacular. 


Ah, ye olde RPG shoppe, repository of all manner of weapons, potions and provi- 


sions. The perfect place for a trolley dash — if you’ve got the cash. 


Ege 


Thunderscape’s combat system is 
excellent, albeit a little slow-moving. 


It may be a whole 
new world, but sadly 
it ultimately boils 
down to the same 
old story. 


Min. PC: 25MHz 486DX,MS-DOS 3.3 
Minimum memory: 8Mb 


Minimum graphics: VGA 


Sound: Sound Blaster, Ad Lib, Gravis 


As a lover of all 
things round 
and bouncy, Cal 
Jones flippered 
her lid when it 
came to the 
multiball action. 


hat a load of balls! No, | wasn’t 
being rude about the game — 
it's just that Pinball Illusion 
boasts a multiball feature and 
when you manage to trigger it 
Off, a fair few of those shiny, spherical objects 
end up bouncing off your flippers. Six, to be 
precise, if you can keep them in play. 

Once again, 21st Century has delivered a 
fine example of what it does best — pinball 
games. Pinball Illusions is the company’s 
umpteenth venture into the world of machines 
that go “ping!” (not to mention “whirr!” “click!” 
and “tilt!”) so you’d expect it to be a rather 
superior example of the genre. Which it is, of 
course. Despite this, Illusions is not all that dif- 
ferent from its predecessors, Dreams, Dreams 
2 and Fantasies: it has four slick, theme tables 
packed with ramps, targets and flashing lights, 
a groovy soundtrack, a choice of VGA or 
SVGA graphics and just about the most realis- 
tic ball action in the business. 


Quelle difference? 

The only real difference, then, is the afore- 
mentioned multiball. It's good, but then you 
wouldn’t expect it to be otherwise. But that 
aside, it’s as polished a pinball game as I’ve 
ever seen, and | do have a soft spot for a bit of 
the old two flipper action. 

Still, | can’t help feeling a little sorry for 21st 
Century. The company may make great pin- 
ball games, but I’ve yet to see it attempt any- 


||thing else. Imagine this scenario: nice 21st 


Century public relations bloke turns up at 


|| office to meet cynical old games journalist. 


PR bloke: Hi! I’ve brought you our latest 


game! 


Journo: Pinball, is it? 

PR bloke: Er, yes. How did you guess? 

|, Journo: Just a hunch. 

|| And so on. But perhaps I’m being a little 
\lunfair, here — 21st Century has threatened to 
|release an adventure later this year. | wonder if 


has any balls? 


| 


| 


Extreme Sports takes you into the 
realms of bungee jumping off Clifton 
Suspension Bridge and other potentially 
fatal hobbies. This is my fave — every 
time 21st Century sends me a pinball 
game I “bond” with one of the tables. 


Babewatch. Not a bad table so long 
as you have no objections to bare but- 
tocks. The music’s a bit ghastly, too. 


| SCREEN SCENE | 


Law ‘n’ Justice. 
Not bad a bad 
table, but certainly 
not the best. The 
music’s unmemo- 
rable, but it isn’t 
quite an audio 
disaster zone. 


PCR VERDICT 


TYPO? svccestesccececces Pinball simulation 
Publisher: 27st Century Entertainment | 
Price? 5 ais. c.iahecsicanecees £37.99 


Contact: ................ (01235) 851473 


A polished, addictive 
pinball sim from 21st 
Century. Imagine 

my surprise. 


Las 


PC REVIEW * November 1995 « 95 


A division of 


SOFTWARE PLUS 


Britain's largest 
independent 


specialist retailer of 


computer games. 


Established 1981 


IBM TITLES 

1830 RAILROAD & ROBBER BARONS ... 
1942 PACIFIC AIR WAR 

3D OFF ROAD 

7TH SWORD OF MENDOR ... 

A TRAIN AND CONSTRUCTION SET . 

A10 TANK KILLER . 

A1V NETWORKS 

ACES OF THE DEEP 

ACES OF THE DEEP EXP DISK . 

AIR POWER . 

AL QUIDEM ... 

ALIEN BREED TOWER ASSAULT . 
ARCADE POOL . 

ARCHON ULTRA ... 

AWARD WINNERS GOLD EDITION 
(Sensible Soccer, Jimmy Whites Snook: 
Zool and Elite Plus) . 

B17 FLYING FORTRESS 

BLACKHAWK . 

BREACH 3 . 

BREAKTHRU (WINDOWS) . 

CANNON FODDER . 

CANNON FODDER2 .. 

CAR AND DRIVER . 

CHAMPIONSHIP MANAGER 2 . 
CHESSMASTER 5000 

CLASSIC COLLECTION ACCESS 

(Links with Bayhill, Bountyfull, Firestone & 
Pinehurst courses) 

CLASSIC COLLECTION DELPHINE 

(Flashback, Another World, Cruise for a Corpse, 
Future Wars & Operation Stealth) £17.99 
CLASSIC COLLECTION LUCAS ARTS 

(Monkey Island, Zak Makraken, Loom, Indy 
Last Crusade & Maniac Mansion) ......£17.99 
CLASSIC COLLECTION VELOCITY 

(Jletfighter 2 + Mission Disk & Clue Book) £8.99 
COLONIZATION 

COMBAT CLASSICS 2 

(F19, Pacific War & Silent Service 2) ... 
DAMOCLES 

DARK LEGIONS . 

DARK SEED .. 

DARK SUN ..... 

DARK UNIVERSE . 
DARKER ....... 

DAWN PATROL .. 

DAY OF THE TENTACLE . 
DELUXE STRIP POKER 2 
DISCWORLD . 

DOOM2. 4 
DUKE NUKEM 3D .. 


£24.99 
£27.49 
£21.99 
£24.99 
£14.99 
£12.99 
£24.99 
£24.49 
£16.99 
£27.49 
£13.99 
£18.99 
+ £9.99 


£11.99 
+ £24.99 
= £14.99 
+ £12.99 
++ £13.99 
+ £21.99 


DUNGEON MASTER 2 . 
ELITE PLUS . 

EMPIRE SOCCER . 2 

EYE OF THE BEHOLDER 3 

Fl MANAGER 

F14 & SUBWAR 2050 

FIELDS OF GLORY 

FIFA INTERNATIONAL SOCCER . 
FIFTH FLEET . 

FLASHBACK . 

FLIGHT OF THE AMAZON QUEEN 
FOOTBALL DIRECTORS .... 
FOOTBALL GLORY INDOORS 
FREDDY PHARKAS . 
FRONTIER ELITE 2 


GREAT NAVAL BATTLES . 

GUNSHIP 

GUNSHIP 2000 Bi 
HARPOON 2 SCENARIO EDITOR 
HOLE IN ONE 

HORDE . 

IFL SOCCER 

INDIANA JONES ‘ATLANTIS ADVENTURE .£12.99 
JETFIGHTER 2. CALL 
JETFIGHTER 3. 

JURASSIC PARK . 

KINGPIN ....... 

KINGS QUEST 5 .. 

KNIGHTS OF THE SKY . 

LEGEND OF KYRANDIA . 

LEGENDS OF VALOUR 

LEGIONS . 

LEISURE SUIT LARRY 3 

LEISURE SUIT LARRY 6 

LINKS 386 PRO .. 

LINKS 486 ........ 

LINKS BELFRY COURSE 

LINKS BIGHORN COURSE 

LINKS CASTLE PINES COURSE 

LINKS DEVIL ISLAND COURSE . 
LINKS FIRESTONE COURSE 

LINKS INNISBROOK COURSE 

LINKS MAUNA KEA COURSE 

LINKS PEBBLE BEACH COURSE 
LINKS PRAIRIE DUNE COURSE 
LINKS RIVIERA COURSE .. 

LION KING 

LITIL DIVIL 

LITTLE BIG ADVENTURE . 

LORDS OF MIDNIGHT ... 

LORDS OF THE REALM . 

LUCASART X WING COLLECTION 

(X Wing, B Wing & Imperial Pursuit) 
MAGIC CARPET oak 
MAGIC THE GATHERING .. 
MASTER OF MAGIC 

MASTER OF ORION . 

MECH COMMANDER . 

MICRO MACHINES 2.......- 
MICROPROSE GRAND PRIX .. 
MICROSOFT FLIGHT SIM 5.1 
MIDWAY fs 
MONKEY ISLAND 2 LE CHUCKS REV . 


NASCAR TRACK PACK 

NHL HOCKEY 

OPERATION CRUSADER . 
OUT POST 

PANZER GENERAL 

PINBALL ILLUSIONS . 
PINBALL MANIA . . 

PINBALL SPECIAL EDITION 
PLAYER MANAGER 2 ... 
POLICE QUEST 3 

POWER HITS SCI FI 

(Prophecy, Tounge of Fatman, Deathtrack, 
Circuits Edge & Mines of Titan) 


Telephone Orders: 


POWER GAME 2 

(Indy 500, Gunship 2000 & Jetfighter) . . £9.99 
POWERSLIDE £24.99 
PREMIER MANAGER MULTI EDIT KIT ... £10.99 
PREMIERSHIP .. 

PSYCHO PINBALL ..... 

RAC RALLY NETWORK Q 

RETURN TO ZORK . 

RISE OF THE TRIAD . 

SCRABBLE . 

SEAL TEAM . 

SECRET OF MONKEY ISLAND . 

SECRET WEAPONS OF THE LUFTWAFF 
SENSIBLEGOLF . 

SENSIBLE WORLD OF SOCCER . 

SETTLERS 

SHADOWCASTER . 

SHELL SHOCK . 

SIM CITY 2000 . . 

SIM CITY 2000 SCENARIOS 1 .. 

SIM TOWER 

SIMON THE SORCEROR 

SIMON THE SORCEROR2 . 

SPACE ACADEMY 

SPACE FEDERATION 

SPACE HULK .... 

SPACE LEGENDS (Wing Commander, Elite Plus 
‘and Megatraveller 1) 

STALINGRAD ... 

STUNT ISLAND .. 

SUBWAR 2050 .. 

SUPER FROG 

SUPER KARTS . 

SUPER STREET FIGHTER 2 TURBO. 
SUPREMACY . 

SYNDICATE . . 

TASK FORCE 1942 on 

TERMINAL VELOCITY . 

TERMINATOR FUTURE SHOCK . 

THEME PARK 

THIRD REICH 

THUNDERHAWK 2 . 

TIE FIGHTER ... 

TIE FIGHTER DEFENDER OF EMPIRE 

TIE FIGHTER MISSIONS 2 ..... 

TINY TROOPS 

TORNADO 

TRACKSUIT MANAGER 2 . 

TRANSPORT TYCOON ... 

TRANSPORT TYCOON WORLD ED 

UFO ENEMY UNKNOWN 

ULTIMA 7 THE BLACK GATE . 

ULTIMA UNDERWORLD .... 

ULTIMATE DOOM FLESH CONSUMED 
ULTIMATE PINBALL 

ULTIMATE SOCCER MANAGER .. 

WARCRAFT 

WING COMMANDER 

‘WING COMMANDER 2 . 

WING COMMANDER 2 OP 1&2 + ‘SPEECH £13.99 
WING COMMANDER ACADEMY . £9.99 
WOLFSBANE .. 

WORLD CUP YEAR 94 

(Sensible Soccer, Goal Striker, Championship 
Manager 93 & 94 Data Disk) .. 


WORMS DATA DISK .... 
X COMM TERROR F/T DEEP 
X WING PACK 


PC ROM TITLES 


11TH HOUR ...... p 

1830 RAILROAD & ROBBER BARONS 

1942 PACIFIC AIR WAR GOLD . 

1944 ACROSS THE RHINE . 

3D OFF ROAD . 

3D PINBALL . 

7TH GUEST ..... 

7TH SWORD OF MENDOR 

AIV NETWORKS . 

ABSOLUTE ZERO 

ACES OF COLLECTION (A10 Tank Killer, Aces of 
the Pacific & Red Baron) . £25.99 
ACES OF THE DEEP £26.99 
ACTUA SOCCER .. £27.99 
AD & D BUNDLE 2 £27.99 
AH 64D LONGBOW . £33.99 
AIR POWER £27.49 
ALIEN BREED TOWER ASSAULT .. £21.99 
£27.99 
£27.99 
£27.99 
£24.99 
£14.99 
£30.99 


ALLIED GENERAL ... 
ALONE IN THE DARK 3 
APACHE LONGBOW 
ARCADE POOL & OVERDRIVE . 
ASCENDANCY . 
ASSAULT RIGS 
ATMOSFEAR THE HARBINGERS 
AWARD WINNER GOLD EDITION 
(Sensible Soccer, Jimmy Whites Snooker, 
Zool & Elite Plus) . « 
AWARD WINNERS PLATINUM EDITION 
(Lemmings, Civiltzation & Frontier Elite 2) £11.99 
B17 FLYING FORTRESS £12.99 
BALDIE £24.99 
BATMAN FOREVER CALL 
BATTLE ISLE 2.. £29.99 
BATTLE ISLE 3 -CALL 
BATTLES IN TIME .. £21.99 
BIOFORGE ....... £33.99 
BIOFORGE MISSION DISK £15.99 
BITMAP BROTHERS COMPILATION 
(Xenon 2, Cadaver,Speedball 2, Magic 
Pockets & Gods) 
BLOODNET . 
BLOODWINGS PUMPKINHEADS REV 
BRAIN DEAD 13 
BREACH 3 . 
BURIED IN TIME ... 
BUZZ ALDRINS RACE INTO SPACE 
CAMPAIGN 2 .. 
CANNON FODDER .... 
CASTLES 2 SEIGE AND CONQUEST £12.99 
CHAMP MANAGER 2 GERMAN LEAGUE . £13.99 
CHAMP MANAGER 2 HOLLAND LEAGUE .£13.99 
CHAMP MANAGER 2 L’ENTRAINER ... . .£13.99 
CHAMP MANAGER 2 PRESIDENTE £13.99 
CHAMP MANAGER 2 SCUDETTO . £13.99 
CHAMPIONSHIP MANAGER 2 . + £27.99 
CHAOS CONTROL . £24.49 
CHAOS ENGINE : £20.99 
CHESSMASTER 5000 ... £24.99 


£9.99 
£24.99 


CHOPPER ASSAULT . 

CIVIL WAR ...- 

CIVILIZATION NETWORK . 

CLASSIC COLLECTION ACCESS 

(Links with Bayhill, Bountiful, Firestone & 

Pinehurst courses) . 

CLAYFIGHTER 2 

CODERED .... 

COLONIZATION ... 

COLONIZATION GOLD . 

COMANCHE MULTIPLAYER . 

COMBAT CLASSICS (Team Yankee, 688 Attack 

Sub & F15 Strike Eagle 2) ... 

COMBAT CLASSICS 2 

(F19, Pacific War & Silent Service 2) .. 

COMMAND & CONQUER .... 

COMPLETE ULTIMA 7 .. 

CONFIRMED KILL. . 

CORPSE KILLER ... 

CRUSADER NO REMORSE 

CYBERJUDAS 

CYBERMAGE . 

CYBERRACE . 

CYBERSPEED .... 

D DAY AMERICA INVADES . 

DAMNESIA . 

DAMOCLES . 

DARK FORCES 

DARK SEED . 

DARK SEED 2 

DARK UNIVERSE . 

DARKER ... 

DAWN PATROL . Rg08 

DAY OF THE TENTACLE .. 

DEATHKEEP 

DEATHTRAP DUNGEON . 

DELPHINE CLASSIC COLLECTION (Flashback, 

Another World, Cruise for a Corpse, Operation 

Stealth & Future Wars) . £17.99 

DESCENT £24.99 

DESCENT 2. + CALL 

DESERT STRIKE & JUNGLE STRIKE ..... .£16.99 

DESTRUCTION DERBY £30.99 
+ CALL 

+ £32.49 

+ £36.99 


DISCWORLD . 

DOOM2..... 

DOOM 2 SCREEN SAVER 
DOUBLE TROUBLE 
DRAGONSPHERE . 

DREAMWEB 

DUKE NUKEM 3D . 

DUNE . 

DUNE2 

DUNGEON KEEPER . 

DUNGEON MASTER 2 

EARTH SIEGE .... 

EARTH SIEGE 2 .. 
EARTHSIEGE EXP DISK .... 
ELDER SCROLLS 2 DAGGERFALL 
ELITE PLUS a 

EMPIRE BUILDER . 

ENDORFUN é 

ERNIE ELS GOLF 96 .. 
EXTRACTORS ... 

EXTREME PINBALL . 

F1 MANAGER . 

F14 FLEET DEFENDER GOLD . 
FADE TO BACK .....- 
FALCON 3.0 . 

FALCON GOLD 

FANTASY KINGDOMS . 

FATAL RACING . 

FIELDS OF GLORY . 

FIFA INTERNATIONAL SOCCER . .- 
FIFA INTERNATIONAL SOCCER 96 .. 
FIRST ENCOUNTERS / ELITE3 .. 
FLASHBACK 

FLIGHT OF THE AMAZON QUEEN. 
FLIGHT UNLIMITED .. 

FLYING NIGHTMARES 2 
FOOTBALL DIRECTORS .. 
FOOTBALL GLORY INDOORS . 
FRONT LINES . 

FRONTIER ELITE 2 . 

FULL THROTTLE 

FX FIGHTER ... 

GABRIEL KNIGHT . 

GAME GUN 

GENE WARS ... 

GRAND PRIX MANAGER . 
GREAT NAVAL BATTLES 3 . 
GREAT RALLY . 

GUNSHIP 2000 

HARDBALL 4. 

HARPOON 2 DELUXE 
HARVESTER 

HEART OF DARKNESS . : 
HEROES OF MIGHT AND MAGIC 
HI OCTANE . 

HOLE IN ONE . 

IFLSOCCER . 

INDY CAR RACING 

INFERNO . 

IRON ANGEL . 

IRON ASSAULT . 

IRON CROSS 

JACK NICKLAUS GOLF & COURSES . 
JACK NICKLAUS MUIRFIELD 

JET SKI RAGE . 

JETFIGHTER 3 .... 

JIMMY WHITE’S SNOOKER . 
JOHN MADDEN 96. 

JOHNNY MNEMONIC . 

JOY OF SEX 

JUDGE DREDD . 

JURASSIC PARK 

KASPAROVS & GRANDSLAM BRIDGE 
KAWASAKI 

KINGDOM OF THE FAR REACHES - 
KINGDOMS 

KINGPIN 

KINGS QUEST 5 

KINGS QUEST 7 

KNIGHT MOVES 

LABYRINTH . . 

LANDS OF LORE 

LANDS OF LORE2 . 

LAST BLITZKRIEG 

LAST BOUNTY HUNTER 

LAST DYNASTY . 

LEADING LAP .... 

LEGEND OF KYRANDIA 3 - 


Monday to Friday 9.30am - 7pm, Saturday & Sunday 10am - 4pm 
Answering Service at all other times 
Callers by appointment only. All price include VAT & Postage for UK Mainland. Add £0, 00 to postage price for 
Europe and £3.00 for rest of world. Next day service available £3.70. Please send cheques/PO’s payable to: 
SOFTWARE FIRST, DEPT PCR11, 8 BUCKWINS SQUARE, BASILDON, ESSEX SS13 1Bu. 
Please allow sufficient time for cheque clearance. Credit cards are not charged until day of despatch. 
Please state make and model of computer when ordering. 
Some titles may not be released at time of going to press. We supply only official UK product. Formats supported include 
Amiga, PC, ST, Master System, Megadrive and Game Gear. All prices subject to change without notice. 

All items subject to availability. EXOE. Proof of age required for adult titles. We do not supply or condone the use of illicit hard core material. 


LEGENDS OF VALOUR « 

LEISURE SUIT LARRY 6 . , 
LESIURE SUIT LARRY COLLECTION 
(Leisure Suit Larry 1,2, 
LEMMINGS 3D ......- 

LINKS 386 PLUS COURSES . 

LINKS BANFF SPRINGS 

LINKS BELFRY COURSE . 

LINKS CASTLE PINES COURSE . 
LINKS DEVIL ISLAND COURSE . 
LINKS PRAIRIE DUNE COURSE . 
LINKS PRO SUPER PACK .. 
LINKS RIVIERA COURSE .... 
LITIL DIVIL 

LITTLE BIG ADVENTURE . 

LIVE ACTION BASEBALL . 

LIVE ACTION FOOTBALL 
LOADSTAR 

LORDS OF MIDNIGHT . 

LORDS OF THE REALM .. 

LOST ADMIRAL 2 

LOST EDEN . 

LOST FILES OF SHERLOCK HOLMES 
MACHIAVELLI THE PRINCE . . 
MADELINE ....... 

MAGIC CARPET 2 .-- 5 
MAGIC CARPET HIDDEN WLDS - 
MAGIC CARPET PLUS 
MANCHESTER UTD THE DOUBLE 
MASTER OF MAGIC. 
MASTER OF ORION 
MASTER OF XENOS . 
MECH WARRIOR 2 
MECH WARRIOR 2 MISSION DISK 1. 
MECH WARRIOR 2 NETWORK ADD ON 
MEGARACE ... 

METAL MARINES 

MICHAEL JORDAN IN FLIGHT . 

MICRO MACHINES 2 . 

MICROCOSM .... 

MICROPROSE GRAND PRIX . 
MICROPROSE GRAND PRIX 2 . 
MICROSOFT FLIGHT SIM 5.1 

MIDWAY 

MISSION CRITICAL ... 

MONTY PYTHONS COMPLETE WASTE 
MYST . 

NASCAR . 

NASCAR TRACK PACK | 


-CALL 

+ £11.99 
+ £24.99 
= £11.49 
+ £26.99 
£14.99 
£10.99 
£29.99 
£30.99 
£19.49 
£25.99 
£32.99 
£30.99 
£26.99 
£15.99 
£33.99 
-CALL 
£33.99 
£10.99 
£31.99 
£10.99 
£27.99 
£27.99 
£13.99 
£24.99 
-CALL 
£13.99 
£24.99 
£9.99 
+£6.99 


NBA JAM TOURNAMENT EDITION 
NEED FOR SPEED 3 
NHL HOCKEY . 

NHL HOCKEY 96 . 
NOCTROPOLIS 

NORMALITY INC . 
NORTHLANDS 

NOVA STORM 

OFFENSIVE . 

OPERATION CRUSADER . 
ORGANICS . 

ORION CONSPIRACY « 
OVERLORD . 
PAMELA ANDERSON SCREEN SAVER . 
PERFECT GENERAL 2 

PERFECT GENERAL 2 SCENARIOS . 
PERFECT PINBALL . 

PETE SAMPRAS 96 

PGA TOUR GOLF 486 . 

PGA TOUR GOLF 96 .. 

PGA TOUR GOLF FOR WINDOWS 
PHANTASMAGORIA . 
PHOENIX FIGHTER .. 
PICTURE PERFECT GOLF 
PINBALL 

PINBALL DREAMS DELUXE 
PINBALL FANTASIES DELUXE . 
PINBALL ILLUSIONS 

PINBALL MANIA... 

PINBALL WORLD .. 

PIZZA TYCOON ... 

PLAYBOY SCREEN SAVER . 
PLAYER MANAGER 2 
PLEASURES OF SEX. 

POLICE QUEST 3... 

POLICE QUEST 4 

POLICE QUEST COLLECTION 
(Police Quest 1,2,3 & 4) 

POOL CHAMPION 

POPULOUS 2 & POWERMONGER 
POWER HOUSE 

POWERGAME 2 

(Indy 500, Gunship 2000 & Jetfighter) .. . 
POWERGAME 3 

(Super Tetris, Spectre & F15 3) 
POWERSLIDE sees 
PREMIER MANAGER 3.. 
PRIMAL RAGE .. 

PRISONER OF ICE . 

PRIVATEER . 

PROTOTYPE 

PSYCHO PINBALL . 

PUTT PUTT GOES TO THE MOON . 
QUAKE .... . 
QUARANTINE 

RALLY NETWORK Q 

RAVEN PROJECT . 

RAVENLOFT 2 STONE PROPHET 
REBEL ASSAULT ... 

REBEL ASSAULT 2 . 

REFLUX . 

RENEGADE .. 

RIDDLE OF MASTER LU 

RING CYCLE . 

RISE OF THE ROBOTS 

RISE OF THE TRIAD (US GOLD) 
RUGBY WORLD CUP 95 

SCROLL 

SEA LEGENDS 

SEAL TEAM . 

SECRET OF MONKEY ISLAND 
SECRET WEAPONS OF THE LUFTWAFE . 
SENSIBLE GOLF 

SENSIBLE WORLD OF SOCCER 
SHADOWCASTER ... 
SHANGHAI GREAT .. 

SHELL SHOCK . 

SHOCKWAVE 

SHUTTLE . . 

SILENT HUNTER . 

SILVERLOAD .. . 


£9.99 


18.99 
£25.99 
£12.99 
£26.99 


ESA 
VISA 
ee 


Access 


a 


Cc 


[swircrs] 


Telephone 
01268 725500 


Facsimile 


01268 370076 


“SIM CITY 2000 COLLECTION (Sim City 2000, 


Urban Renewal Kit & Scenarios vol 1) 

SIM CITY ENHANCED 

SIM TOWER 

SIM TOWN 

SIMON THE SORCEROR . 

SIMON THE SORCEROR 2 

SKINS AT BIGHORN . 

SLIPSTREAM 5000 . 

SNOOKER .. 

SPACE ACADEMY 

SPACE HULK . 

SPACE LEGENDS (Wing Command. 

& Megatraveller 1) . 5 

SPACE QUEST 6 . 

SPECTRA VR . 

SPIROU ... 

SPORTSMASTERS. 

(PGA Tour, Advantage Tennis, Indianapolis 
500, European Championship) - = £11.99 
SSN21 SEA WOLF 2 £11.49 
STALINGRAD .... . £28.99 
STAR CRUSADER . + £27.99 
STAR TRAIL .....+ + £27.49 
STAR TREK 25TH ANNIVERSARY + £11.99 
STAR TREK ENHANCED £24.99 
STAR TREK NEXT GENERATION 

STAR TREK OMNIPEDIA . 

STARLORD ...... 

STEEL PANTHERS . 

STONEKEEP 
STREET FIGHTER 2 ... 

STRIKE COMMANDER . 

STRIKER 95 .. 

SUBWAR 2050 : 

SUKHOL $U27 FLANKER . 

SUPER KARTS . 

SUPER STARDUST . 

SUPER STREET FIGHTER 2 TURBO 

SUPREME WARRIOR . 

SYNDICATE & UFO 

SYNDICATE PLUS . 

SYSTEM SHOCK . 

TMEK.. 

TANK COMMANDER . 

TASK FORCE 1942 

TEAM YANKEE 

TEK WAR .... 

TEMPTATION (7th Guest, Indycar Racing, Hand 
of Fate & Lands of Lore) . £28.99 
TERMINAL VELOCITY . . £12.99 
TERMINATOR FUTURE SHOCK . CALL 
TERRACIDE £29.99 
TFX EURO-FIGHTER 2000 . £29.99 
THEME PARK + 28.99 
THIRD REICH ... 

THIS MEANS WAR 

THREE SKULLS OF THE TOLTECS . 
THUNDERHAWK 2 

THUNDERSCAPE ... 

TIE FIGHTER COLLECTORS CD .. 


TINY TROOPS . 

TIR NA NOG 

TOMB RAIDER 

TOP GUN . 

TOTAL DISTORTION ...... 
TRACKSUIT MANAGER 2. 
TRANSPORT TYCOON 
TRANSPORT TYCOON DELUXE 
TURBO TRAX 

UFO & MASTER OF ORION ... 
ULTIMA UNDERWORLD 1 & 2 
ULTIMATE DOOM FLESH CONSUMED . 
ULTIMATE FOOTBALL 2 
ULTIMATE PINBALL d 
ULTIMATE SOCCER MANAGER . 
UNNECCESSARY ROUGHNESS 95, 
US NAVY FIGHTERS DATA DISK 
US NAVY FIGHTERS GOLD . 

USS TICONDEROGA 

VIRTUAL KARTS 

VIRTUAL POOL . 

VOYEUR . 

WARCRAFT .. 

WARGAME CONS SET 3 
WARHAMMER 

WARLORDS 2 DELUXE . 
WARRIORS 

WATERWORLD 

WAYNE GRETZKY & ALL STARS 
WEREWOLF VS COMANCHE .. 
WING ARMADA ... 

WING COMMANDER 

WING COMMANDER 2 . 

WING COMMANDER 3 . 

WING COMMANDER 4 

WINGS OF GLORY . 

WIPEOUT .. 

WOLFSBANE . 

WORLD CLASS RUGBY 95 

WORLD CUP GOLF .... 

WORLD CUP YEAR 94 (Sensible Soccer, Goal, Striker, 
‘Championship Manager 93 & Data Disk 
WORLD SOCCER . 

WORMS ... : 

WORMS DATA DISK. 

WRATH OF THE GODS .. 
WRESTLEMANIA ARCADE .. 

X COMM TERROR F/T DEEP 

X FIGHTERS 

X WING COLLECTORS CD (X Wing Enhanced, 
B Wing & Imperial Pursuit) £31.99 
Zoweee 

‘ZEPPELIN 

ZOMBIE DINOS . 

ZONE RAIDERS. . 
PC ROM WIN 95 TITLES 
1942 EUROPEAN AIR WAR 

AL UNSER JUNIOR RACING . 
BATMAN FOREVER 

BATTLE FEAST .. 

BEAT THE HOUSE 

BURIED IN TIME 

CIVILIZATION 2000 
EARTHWORM JIM .. 
ESPIONAGE .... 
FRANKENSTEIN . 

HYPERBLADE .. 

JUDGE DREDD 

MAGIC THE GATHERING . 


MECH WARRIOR 2 . 
NBA JAM TOURNAMENT EDITION 
PITFALL MAYAN ADVENTURE 
SANTA FE MYSTERIES . 

STAR TREK GENERATIONS . 
WRESTLEMANIA ARCADE .. . 


PC EDUTAINMENT 


FUN SCHOOL 5 4-7 IN DREAMLAND 
FUN SCHOOL 5 6-9 IN SPACE . 
FUN SCHOOL 5 8-11 INTIME . 
INCREDIBLE MACHINE 2 

MARIO TEACHES TYPING 

MAVIS BEACON 4 

NODDYS BIG ADVENTURE 

NODDYS PLAYTIME .. 

PAINT AND CREATE ..... 
THOMAS PAINT PACKAGE 

THOMAS THE TANK ENGINE COLLECTION £12.99 


PC ROM EDUTAINMENT 


FUN SCHOOL 5 4-7 IN DREAMLAND 
FUN SCHOOL 5 6-9 IN SPACE ... 
FUN SCHOOL 5 8-11 IN TIME 

FUN SCHOOL MATHS 7-11 

FUN SCHOOL PAINT & CREATE 5 - 1 
FUN SCHOOL SCIENCE & ECOLOGY . . 
FUN SCHOOL SPELLING 7-16 
INCREDIBLE MACHINE 2 ... 
JUNGLE BOOK CREATIVE READER 
LETS EXPLORE THE AIRPORT ... 
LETS EXPLORE THE FARM . 

MARIO TEACHES TYPING . 

MAVIS BEACON 4 

PUTT PUTT JOINS PARADE 

PUTT PUTT SAVES THE ZOO . £28.99 
SESAME STREET LETTERS CALL 
THOMAS THE TANK ENGINE COLLECTION £12.99 


PC BUSINESS & UTILITIES 


3D HOME DESIGN . 

3D INTERIOR DESIGNER 

3D LANDSCAPE DESIGN 
ASTRONOMY 

BBC GARDEN DESIGNER 2 . 

BBC GARDENERS WORLD 3D DESIGN 
CARD GAMES FOR WINDOWS . 

CLIP ART 

COMPUSERVE . 

DIRT Rees 


£18.99 
£18.99 
£18.99 
£16.99 
£16.99 
£16.99 
£16.99 
£23.99 
£28.99 
£28.99 
£28.99 
£24.99 

-CALL 
£27.99 


GREETINGS CARD MAKER . 

GST PRESSWORKS 2 . 

JACKPOT FOR WINDOWS . 

KLIK & PLAY 

LOTTERY FOR WINDOWS ..... 
LOTTERY PROFESSOR DELUXE . 

MAIL LIST & LABEL MAKER . 
MAVIS BEACON FOR KIDS WINDOWS « 


WINDOWS GERMAN 


PC ROM BUSINESS & UTLITIES 


2000 FANTASTIC FONTS 

3000 IMAGE PHOTO GALLERY . 

3500 COLOUR CLIP ART IMAGES . 

3D HOME INTERIOR DESIGN . 

ASTROLOGY . 

BBC GARDEN DESIGNER 2 . 

BBC GARDENERS WORLD 3D DESIGN . 
CINEMANIA 95 

KLIK AND PLAY 

MAVIS BEACON FOR KIDS WINDOWS . 

MINI OFFICE 

MULTIMEDIA HELP . 

PROFESSIONAL CV WRITER 

JOYSTICKS AND ACCESSORIES 

3.5 BLANK DD DISK X 10 BRANDED £4.99 
3.5 BLANK HD DISK X 10 BRANDED . 

3.5 DISK BOX 100s 

3.5 UNBRANDED DSDD DISKS X 100. 

3.5 UNBRANDED DSDD DISKS X 50 

3.5 UNBRANDED HD DISKS X 100 . 

3,5 UNBRANDED HD DISKS X 50 

4 MEG 72 PIN PC UPGRADE... £104.99 
CH FLIGHTSTICK (Specialist Joystick) . . . £29.99 
CH FLIGHTSTICK PRO (Spectalist Joystick) £49.99 
FX 2000 JOYSTICK . £17.99 
GAME CARD FOR PC 

(For PCs with speeds up to 25mhz) 
LOGIC 3 TORNADO JOYSTICK .. 
MITSUMI FX400 QUAD SPEED CDROM 
(Quad Speed Internal CD Rom drive IDE) £129.99 
MOUSE MAT +£1.99 
PANASONIC DOUBLE SPEED CD ROM £134.99 
SCREENBEAT 3 SPEAKERS £12.99 
SCREENBEAT 70 WATT SPEAKERS £59.99 
SCREENBEAT PRO 50 SPEAKERS ....... £32.99 
SCREENBEAT SUB WOOFER 50 WATT ... . .£54.99 
STAR TREK MOUSE MATS ASSORTED .... £7.99 
PHANTOM 2 6 BUTTON JOYPAD | 
(Programmable PC 6 button joypad) . .. 
QUADROMEDIA MULTIMEDIA PACK 
(Quad Speed CD Rom Drive,16 Bit Sound Card, 
Speakers & 7 MSoft Titles) . £249.99 
QUICKSHOT PYTHON 5 JOYSTICK . £9.99 
QUICKSHOT STARFIGHTER 5 JOYPAD ... .£9.99 
QUICKSHOT WARRIOR 5 JOYSTICK 
SOUNDBLASTER 16 VALUE PACK 
SOUNDBLASTER AWE32 VALUE . 
SOUNDBLASTER PRO VALUE PACK 

SPEED CARD FOR PC 

(For PCs with speeds above 25mhz) 

SPEED MOUSE 2 IBM LOGIC3 . 

SUPER WARRIOR JOYSTICK . 

VIRTUAL PILOT... 

VIRTUAL PILOT PRO .. 


£9.99 
£11.99 


£14.99 


| SCREEN SCENE | 


Mordor: 


The Depths of Dejenol 


it may be the first | bejen 
based RPG, but don’t go 
expecting anything new. 
Gordon Houghton plumbs the 
depths of boredom. 

ordor claims to be the first 
Windows fantasy RPG, so 

with all the advantages of | Minimum memory: 4Mb 


convenience, scale-ability fi iti graphics: SVGA 


half diffe 
enehnay epee earn Sound: Wave/MIDI sound cards 


Pe orosceeosececcececccc ec ecsccocecoeee sooo eooOOES® 


displays on screen at once. | can’t think 
of any rivals, although MicroProse’s The an RPG that crams the viewing 
Legacy and Accolade’s Eric The window, map, character stats and 
Unready both created Windows-style text all on one screen. 


= = Cis] 
lel ba 


Pat Fox, your starter for 
ten is “Who the hell is Al 
Unser Jr. anyway?” 


Look | Bullers | Misc 

Stats | Resist | Char 

Male Giant (Neutral) 
Vagrant (1) 


P ‘ ie YouateAlone 
Pee Minimum PC: 486DX2/66,Win 95 Ea itp & You led One 
apparently intended as a Been 95795 
Virtua Racing-style driving Minimum memory: 8Mb Hits Loyis 
game — ie, the emphasis is [i= graphics: SVGA ieee 8 
. Gold 1,670 
on speed and thrills rather = 
Sound: Windows comp card Stength 20 


than accurate simulation. Unfortunately, 
although the speed is there 
the thrills are lacking. 

There are no crashes, no 
bashing the heck out of your 
opponents and no _ pit 
options. All the cars have 
identical handling properties 
so just choose the one you 
like best. 


Intelligence n 
Wisdom 


Constitution 
Charisma 


‘ou were killed by a Unseen Monster. 
You are now 7 week(s) and 5 day[s) older. 
MORGUE: You lost a point of Constitution during the rave. 


ee ara Dinnadt and vans 10 


The graphics are reasonably smooth Your opponents’ tactics tend to : Yet more information for you to 
on a fast machine, but it makes no odds __ consist of weaving from side to pene Ee ct reaaie ae digest. Great, but where’s the 
as the courses are almost identical. side a lot. Sis eee OS Aa, nd arse 1 action-packed gameplay? 
Se eernas, 


Similarly, the sound is utterly dull — all 
right, it’s difficult to make engine noise PCR VERDICT 
interesting, but a bit of crowd noise, or 
even a clank when you hit another car | TYPO? sss Racing game 
would have brightened things up a bit. 

However, the most heinous OMISSION | PriGes occ cccccccosecoccsesees 


is the lack of multiplayer options — no : 
» network, no modem, no fun. Contact: ........ (01444) 239600 


Eredlon rogues are nck votinlrk to anpthin, 

1 estimoted that all ir known about this creature. 

There are no known deaths arrocisted with this 

Richer «ot se retzes have been soon 
Tknown who first rect 


this Creature. 
The chess eer sean ANG nat Today 


Thor ar 11 Monster Enis. (Ese) 


interfaces while running from DOS. 


Unfortunately, this flexible environ- 
__ Asaresult, Al Unser Jr. Arcade Racing Let’s not beat ment is Mordor’s only redeeming fea- Nice idea, that 
_ has to be relegated about the ture. Behind it lurks a very basic dun- unfortunately 
| from “merely F = bush; this geon-based RPG with all the usual fear results in a 
average” to f tures, including character generation, 
“virtually use- # gamete pointless exploration, magic, combat Remankepty 
net and personal advancement. It’s all tedious:qame. 


less”. 
| good. 


extremely dull, with tiny block-scrolling 
3D graphics, only four direction controls 


Apparently, and no monster animations. Not only 

Al Unser that, but the fight sequences are 

Jrisa extremely tedious, as the game relies far 
“legendary too much on statistics. 


Indiana- 
polis 500 
winner”. So 
now you know. 


Fans of old-style role-playing might 
find something to like in this, but every- 
one else should steer clear. 


CoP o CCS eL CoOL LEO OLE LODE OOO LEDOL DOD OEOEDOLOOESOO DOO ED ODES OD OO SOLO SOLOOD ODODE OOO OTE SOOOCOOOL OL OL OL OO OOOO OOOO OOOO OOOO OOOO DOLL DOD ODEO LOCCLS 
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SCREEN SCENE | review | 


The Jungle Book 


That Mowgli sure 
is a swinger. But 
that’s just vine by 
me (groan). V 


oh\ 


round two years ago you 1g Rik Henderson has all the 


count the number of PC platform 
games on one pig's trotter, but not 
any more. Today we are positively 
spoilt for choice, and to be honest a 
vast majority of such platformers are decided- 
ly ropey. Thankfully the new breed of PC plat- 
formers are conversions of very good console 
games, and The Jungle Book is certainly one 
of them. 

What this essentially means is that to survive 
in as tough a market as the console sector, 
The Jungle Book had to rely on its cute ani- 
mations and good old fashioned fun gameplay 
(as well as the Disney licence of course), and 
everything has been translated perfectly over 
to the PC version. 
In terms of what 
4} you have to do in 
ba} the game, we're 

| not talking rocket 
scientist style 
complexity. You 
(as Mowgli) leap 
about, collecting 
@yz| gems and avoid- 

if | ing the denizens of 


bare-necessities to delve into the 
latest Disney-related platformer... 


na 


Minimum PC: 486/33 
Minimum memory: 4Mb 


Minimum graphics: VGA 
Sound: All major soundcards 


the jungle, whilst occasionally 
coming across a huge 
end of level bad guy that 
you beat by lobbing 
bananas at him. That’s it! No 
rewards for plot structure or puzzle 
elements, but there are some hidden surpris- 
es, and at the end of the day if you can just sit 
back and not have to concentrate too hard, it 
becomes the ideal antidote for a hard day of 
A4 Networking. 

This is a) a very good platform game, and 
b) a good reason to avoid buying a console 
this year. Some games take things far too seri- 
ously — the Jungle Book doesn't. 


Contact:...............: (0171) 368:2255 


Although this doesn’t 
stretch the 
boundaries of the 
PC, at least it’s jolly 
good fun. 


The Skins Game at Bighorn 


bis AS CD ONLY 
Minimum PC: 33MHz, 486, Windows 3.1 
Minimum memory: 6Mb 


Minimum graphics: VGA 
Sound: Sound Blaster 


hat supposedly makes this 
game special is the fact that 
you play on a digitised rendi- 
tion of one of the world’s great- 
est golf courses (it says here). 
In fact, this is partly to blame for why the game 
is so bad. The reliance of Skins upon the 
eclectic Bighorn course is its downfall. 

The Bighorn course is about 80 per cent 
rocks. Combine this with low-res digitisation of 
photos taken with a flat depth of field and what 
do you get? Answer — a screen full of blocky 
rocks with a vague blur of green somewhere 
on the horizon. This wouldn’t matter so much 
if the ability to hit your first shot right wasn’t the 
only actual challenge in the game. The 
strength/direction bar moves fast and if you’re 
slightly off centre you’ve had it. You wouldn't 
be able to tell from where the ball’s heading on 
the initial photo (because you can’t) but if 
you’ve messed up you have to tee 
off again, having lost two shots. 

Keep the ball on the fairway 
from the tee, though, and 


EVIEW 


When Cal asked Adam Peters if 
he wanted to play the Skins 
Game at Bighorn, he thought she 
was propositioning him. We found 
him in the pub, shaking quietly. 


Without a shadow of 
a doubt, the worst 
golf game ever 
produced. 


A Hmmm... | think PII hit it towards 
something that looks like grass. 


everything else is easy. It’s virtually impossible 
not to make par, especially since putting is a 
joke (just hit it from anywhere, it’ll go in). 
Skins is a game of 90 per cent luck based 
entirely on your tee shot, you can’t see what 
you're doing, Fans of desert flora might like a 
copy for the pictures, but this is garbage. 


TUT tS 
> 


A simple, rather attrac- 
. tive little game, this. You 
Me Y GBB must arrange a set of tri- 


angular tiles on a board, ensuring that the 
patterns on the sides match — and that’s all 
there is to it. As with all such concepts, it 
sounds easy, but the reality is rather different 
with the later levels offering a real challenge. 
The game is further enhanced by some 
extremely pretty animated graphics, featur- 


One of a pair of puzzle games 
from Millenium that have been 

8 written specifically for Windows 
95, Under Pressure has you sliding coloured 
shapes around tortuous maze environ- 
ments, trying to get them in their correct 
slots before the timer runs down. Of course, 
there is an assortment of obstacles to pre- 
vent you achieving this aim, and it pays to 
think about each level before you start, lest 
you run out of time before you’ve even 
decided where to start. The levels are suit- 


The second Windows 95-only 
= release from Millennium (see 
88 Under Pressure, above), Pressure 
Drop tries its best to be the next Tetris but, 
unfortunately, fails miserably. Your task is to 
destroy the falling coloured blocks before 
they hit the Pressure Ray — a floating bar in 
the middle of the screen — by shooting 


j them with your Chromagun and changing 


all the squares in a block to the same colour. 
Miss too many and you lose. There are vari- 
ous obstructions and bonuses to compli- 
cate matters, but it makes little difference: 


If you don’t own this game yet, 
, - then WHY NOT? Definitely a con- 
> tender for the best game ever pro- 
duced for the PC, Day of the 

Tentacle from LucasArts was the predeces- 
sor to Sam and Max and Full Throttle. It fea- 
tures their trademark bizarre humour and 
twisted, illogical puzzles, in a beautiful car- 
toon-style adventure that makes you laugh 
and taxes the grey matter at the same time. 
The story is too involved to go into here, but 
suffice to say that mutant tentacles have 
taken over the world and it is your job to res- 


2 


ing a variety of rainforest creatures in their 
natural habitat, although you don’t often 
have enough time to look at them as the 
game hots up.. It all adds up to a very pleas- 
ant gaming experience for those tired of 
blood and guts and mayhem. 

Frontline © £24.99 @ 01256 463344 ® 
33mhz 386DX, VGA, 4Mb, Windows 3.1 


ee 


ably fiendish, and there’s plenty of variety, 

but this is only ever mildly diverting. 

GT Interactive © £19.99 © (0171) 258 

3791 © 33mhz 486DX, SVGA, 8Mb, 

Windows 95 
=O 


this game is tedious in the extreme. 
GT Interactive © £19.99 ® (0171) 258 
3791 @ 33mhz 486DX, SVGA, 8Mb, 
Windows 95 


cue humanity — need | say more? 

Virgin White Label @ £12.99 @ (0171) 
960 2255 ® 33MHz 386DX, VGA, 4Mb, 
mouse 


SUBSCRIPTION 


when you 
subscribe tc 


can choose fro 
any one of the 
fantastic games 
your free gift. N 
but we’re offeri 
introductory on 


below as 

t only that 
g a special 
years 


 piedegpeghelgeiekeiette tele lei tll tell le 


PC REVIEW SUBSCRIPTION FORM 


Please enter my subscription to PC Review. 
Please tick as required: 
(Source code: IC1L) 

HD disk option (12 issues) 

Q UK surface mail £47.40 

Q Overseas surface mail £55.00 
Q Europe airmail £65.00 

Q Overseas airmail £95.00 
CD-ROM option (12 issues) 

Q UK surface mail £49.40 

Q Overseas surface mail £67.00 
Q Europe airmail £77.00 

Q Overseas airmail £107.00 


: CD-ROM free gift 

: Q Terminal Velocity (IC1q) 

: Q Buried in Time (ICir) 

: O Rise of the Triads (IC1s) 

Q Twinpack: Alone in the 

:  Dark/Shadow of the Comet (IC1t) 
: Q Twinpack:Dune/Seventh Guest 

> (IC1u) 

: Q Twinpack:Mega Ace/Bloodnet 

: (Cert. 18) (IC1v) 

: Q Twinpack: Syndicate/UFO (IC1w) 
OQ 3 game pack: Frontier Elite / 

: Civilisation / Lemmings (IC1x) 

: Q Orion Conspiracy (IC1p) 


HD disk free gift 
Q Terminal Velocity (IC 11) 
Q Rise of the Triads (IC 1m) 


Free gift offer open to UK residents only. 


A) CREDIT CARD PAYMENT 
Please charge my Visa/Access/Mastercard/Amex 


cadNoc LJ OOO OOOO OOOO 
Card Expiry Date: L] L} LJ Lj 


Your signature: 


Date: ..... 1995 


B) CHEQUE 

| enclose a cheque for £......... (sterling) made payable to EMAP 
Images Ltd. Once you have completed form please send it to: PCR 
Subscriptions, FREEPOST (LE5981), Leicester LE87 4AB. Free 
postage only applies within the UK. Subscribers outside the UK 
should send coupon with payment to PCR Subscriptions, Tower 
House, Sovereign Park, Lathkill St, Market Harborough, Leicester 


LE16 9EF, UK 

C) OR CALL THE SUBSCRIPTION 01 858 468888 
HOTLINE (9.30am-5.30pm Mon-Fri): 

From time to time PC Review would like to send you information of products 
and services that we feel may be of interest to you. If you do not wish to receive 
this information please tick this box: Q Offer closes on 30 November 1995. 
Please allow 28 days for fulfilment from receipt of order. Your free gift is sent 
separately from your 1st issue. EMAP Images reserves the right to provide an 
alternative software gift in the event of the unavailablity of your requested gift. 
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WINDOWS 95 UPGRADE | 


7 THIS LONG AWAITED, 
WELCOME TO) — COMPLETELY REWRITTEN 
THE WORLD.O VERSION OF WINDOWS 


Lucas ARTs ARCHIVE VOL 1, - INDIANA Jones Fare OF ATLANTIS, 
San Max, DAY OF THE Tentacle, Regt Assauit Seeciat Epon, 
Sian Wars Screen Saver 21S Dewo’s oF Fu THROTE, Dank 
Forces, THE Dic, Reast Assauit 2, Tie FichTER Courcet 3 CD 

Au THIS FOR JUST. £28.99! Lune Stocks! 


Winoows 5) FINAILY MAKES YOUR PC TRULY 
USER-FRIENDLY. EASIEST TO USE 
OPERATING SYSTEM EVER 


£69.99 tc59.ssvan 
OM GAMES 


EXCLUSIVE ELECTRONIC ARTS/ 
MICROPROSE COMPILATIONS!! 
PACK 1 ~ Fira INTERNATIONAL SOCCER + 
PGA Gout 486 + F1 GRAND PRIX.....225.99 
PACK 2- TRANSPORT TYCOON + THEME PARK......£26.99 
PACK 3- 1942 Paciic Aig WAR + 
£25.99 
1 


Fier DeFeNDER + WINGS OF Glory . 
LIMITED AVAILABILITY - DON’T MISS OU 


Awar WINNERS PLATINUM 
Eure 2, CIVviSATION, LEMMINGS. 


7 Lage Couecion i 
Unis Gou 386 + 2 Cour: 
KS oom Coes ra i 0r3.5"} 


Muse CAE + NDDEN 
MAGIC CARPET aves cso 
Master OF MaGic 
MARINE FIGHTERS... 
MECH Waszior 2 
METAL MARINES 


Microsost FuGHt 
Mortal Komaat 2 
Mostat Komear 3. 


eooe 


LUNES OPEN 9AM-8PM MON-FRI, 
9AM7PM SAT, 10.30AM-4PM SUN. 
ANSWERPHONE ALL OTHER TIMES. 


ORDER BY CREDIT CARD, CHEQUE 
POSTAL ORDERS OR CASH (PLEASE SEND 
CASH IN A REGISTERED ENVELOPE FOR 
YOUR OWN PROTECTION. 


1ST CLASS DELIVERY FREE FOR ORDERS 
SHIPPED WITHIN THE U.K. 

NEXT DAY DELIVERY £3.50 FOR ORDERS 
UP TO £50, £5 FOR ORDERS OVER £50, 
PLEASE ORDER BEFORE 3PM TO ENSURE 
IMMEDIATE DESPATCH. 


ORDER BY PHONE, FAX OR POST, 


Mi 


PLavER MANAGER 2..... 
Pouce Quest COWECTION 
Poruious 2 & POWERMONGE 
PSYCHO PINBALL 

Primal RAGE 

PRIVATEER ...... 

PRISONER OF Ice 


Rucsy Wont Cu 
San & kes Hm Tre Roap 


City 2000 Couecion - 
INClUDES Sim City 2000 & UrBaN Renewal Kit 
Sim Tower 
SIMON THE SORCERER . 
SIMON THE SORCERER 2... 
Surstzeam 5000. 


TemrTATION COMALATION 
Terwnal Vetocmy, 

Tre Vortex: Quantum Gate 2. 
Ti Fictee Couector’s CD. 
THEME PARK... 

TRANSPORT TYCOON 

Utnamare Soccer MANAGE 
Urmare Doo... 

Utrma 7 Compteré COuECTION. 
Urnima UNDERWORID | + 2 
UNDER A KiluNG MOO: 

US Navy Figurers & 


ion ateeteg aterm rea 


rama 


rl 5 TEACHER ae 


sy 
DANGEROUS CREATURES eee 57.50. 
DicionaRy OF THE LivinG Woeto 


TAS 
gins COME CONPIETE WITH MANUAIS AND snucTon 
AVAILABLE EVERY WEEK - CALL FOR 


s include VAT. 


FREE MEMBERSHIP! SIMPLY FILLIN YOUR 
DETAILS ON THE FORM AT THE BOTTOM OF 
THE PAGE. NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. 


WE PROVIDE ONE OF THE FASTEST 

on SERVICES AROUND, 2-3 DAYS 
MAX ON STOCK ITEMS. (PLEASE ALOW 7 

DAYS FOR CLEARANCE IF SENDING A CHEQUE) 


ALL GOODS ARE FULLY GUARANTEED. IF 
ANY ITEM DOESN'T WORK AS IT 
SHOULD, WE'LL REPLACE IT IMMEDIATELY 
AT NO COST TO YOU. 


1000'S OF TITLES AVAILABLE, IF YOU 
CAN'T SEE THE ITEM YOU WANT, PLEASE 
RING AS STOCK ARRIVES DAILY. 
SOFTWARE AND ACCESSORIES 
AVAILABLE FOR ALL MACHINES. 


PRICE! CHOICE! QUALITY! SERVICE!* 


Day oF THE TenTacté, SAM & MAX HIT THE ROAD} 
Mico Macrines 2” 

Motat Komgat 2. 

PLAYER MANAGER 2 

PrewieR MANAGER 

PSYCHO PINBALL 

SECRET OF MON! 

Sensiaie Gout 

SETTLERS 


Sum City 2000 

Sua Ciry 2000 Urgan Renewal Kir. 
SUPSTREAM 

Space Hux 

Sure STREETFIGHTER 2 TuR8O.. 


Lucas Apts Trile PACK 2 {INDIANA JONES FATE : ee 


Alt Price 
include 


Aree STL ous ite Ki- 
INcuues Souno Gatary Pro Sounocano, AzTec Quap Seeep 


CD ROM Dane, Pro Sreacers & 21 Sornwate Tm... £26 


Arrec Quan Sete CD ROM Datve - 60x Transree Rate, 
256K6 Burtée, CD Play BUTTON ON FRONT PANE, 
PuoT0 CD / CDi COMPATABEE, PLUGIN & GO..nsnsnnn 13 


Cazares Laas Dovgue Seem CO ROM Det + These Pra... 
PANASONIC CR562B DOUBLE SPEED .....sssenseenseneeeel 
PANASONIC Quap Seep Ine Drnve a) 


Creanve Lass Quap MurnneDia UrcRADE Kit - Crean Lass Q 
Seen CD Rom Dave, SOUNDBLASTER 16 Pro, Creare Act, 
STEREO SPEAKERS, NUCROPHONE, SFEECH RECOGNITION 


Encarta ‘95... 
Fine Aetis 
OCEANS... 

Plus (ro Winoows’95} 


X-Com: TERROR FROM THE 


Music (Per ComPoses} 


TOPE! 


SOFTWARE 

BRITAIN’S LEADING SUPPLIER OF CHILDREN’S 

EDUCAT SOFTWARE IN CLOSE CO-OPERATION 
AMEPLAY OFFERS THE FOLLOWING: 


Fun schoos 5. (Tease Versions: In Degamcano (5-7 vis, 
+ MULT-DISCIPUNAR 
ATONAL Cureicuu 


EDUCATION PACKAGE CONFORMING TO T 
Teaches Mats, Encus, Geocrarny, Ai 
History AND ECOLOGY...... 
Kuk ‘N’ Play - UNIQUE 
GAMES, PUZZIES O8 SHOOT 


Wine GUIDE 
A PASSION For Art - over 350 Por SURES Dene 
FEATURES INCLUDE GRAPHICAL TIMEUNE, VISUAL INDEX, 

MAGNIFYING GLASS, SUDE SHOW, ETC. £39.99 
BBC Suaxespeane: Romeo & JUuET. £34.99 
BBC Garpen Desioner 2 £19.99 
Core Draw 4.0.......... £49,99 
Classic peat or 2000 UNABRIDGED CLASSIC TEXTS .. Pak 99 
Cup Ant Extra fee 
CoMPTONS S HULTNED BIBLE .. 

CooKBOOK HEAVEN 2 - THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE COOKING GUIDE 
ON YOUR PC. 1000's OF RECIPES FOR SPECIAL OCCASIONS & NO 
SPECIAL OCCASION £12.99 


GaRDen COMPANION: AN ENCYCLO! 000 Panis 

WITH 43 CULTIVATION REGUREMENTS £,G. PH, fen Frost Dates, 
PesTs...AISO CONTAINS STTE RANNER, PHOTO GALLERY, CARE 

ony £29.99 
How Muunimeoia Conpurens Work: BASED ON TH GEST SEUNG 
B00x ‘How Compurers Worx’. You will 8& GUDED AROUND YOuR PC 
EXPLORING EVERYTHING FROM THE MOUSE TO THE CPU. Over 5 


Ne 2 (C 
Granada 3D SS Tesch (0 : 
Fun Scuoot 4 - <5/5.7/7-1 1¥9s (CD 08 3.5 
& 3.5" 
D oz 3.5"). 


Fun SCHOO! SPeWNG 
Fun SCHOOL MATHS 


OWS GAME CREATOR. INVENT ADVENTURE 
‘En-UPS, NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE 
28.99 


Suncon FX 2000 + fee Co2r oF Fl5 Siawe EAGEE3.... 
SuNcOM G-Force YorE + Grand Paik (CD Ron) + F-14 : 


CH Fucutsnick Pro Joysmick - 
THROTTLE CONTROL AND BUILTIN MINI JOYSTICK 
RRPE79.95,.snsenoe Our Price Only £ 
CH Vietuat Pot Pro £ 
CH PRO PEDAL........ 
Fonmuta 1 Steere Wate (THRUSTMASTER) - COMPLETE WITH P 
GEARSTICK AND PROGRAMMABLE BUTTONS. £1 
THRUSTMASTER Mk2 WEAPONS CONTROL 
THRUSTMASTER MK2 FuGHT CONTROL STICK... 


WITH 


Y 
UM, 


RUN 2 JOYSTICKS/PADS FROM ONE PORT.s.ssccsssssseesetenee § 
Exuese Mouse - 290-2900 DPI VARIABLE RESOLUTION. 3 BU’ 
MICROSWITCHED, COMES WITH FREE MOUSE MAT.. 


NARRATED, ANIMATED SEQUENCES, A FULL GLOSSARY, VIDEO CUPS AND AN 
Fun SCHOOL PAINT i Create (CD 08 3 Ease PS/2 Mout... 

tee ne ACOWANT OU VASD Hi Seis SOHNE 8 Teoos (0& Sate MOUSE MAT [CHOICE OF COLOURS/DESIGN A 
THE ONL BASH ENCYLOPAEDIA ON CD ROM nen £24.99 Pack oF 3 Mouse MAIS, Only 
Le Louvre - 5 Bi 
INTERACTIVE GUIDE TO THE WontD's MOST EXCITING ART Gunes qs pastes : on ged Ns ae 18 canes [BEST OF THE ONY £ 
MAVIS TEACHES TYPING V4......scccsssssesssessesneenseenee Kip Pix STUDI... 198.00". [RERGRUUNERCE ICN cesses 
Qxrono Dictionaay OF QUOTATIONS, THESAURUS AND New Kins ON THE Bloc $78.99 
See eR ACRE RO ONOECE sta YAR Mowsr 7899 AUP IC 

i pe Rusts Bone £28.99 
QeMm 7.5 = SOLVE All YOUR CONVENTIONAL MEMORY 7 : ‘Artech Souno GaLaxy WaveRtbe 32+ - 32 Voices INCLUDING 
FORES NSANT Wi C'S NEWEST HECRY HANACER ORTON AND THe Het £28.99 Acaomone, HEADPHONES & 6 Munn AUDO SOFWARE 
NEVER AGAIN SEE THE WORDS “Not ENOUGH Memory !!"...... £59.99 Noxon Mi PACKAGES (MISOFT, COMVOKCE, MONOLOGUE, CeF age 
ReDSHIFT- INTERACTIVE ASTRONOMY......sccsssecnen £37.99 ae osm Fine Eom, lst Ole}, SOUNOBASTER& Anus CONPATABE... 
THE PLEASURES OF SEX = THIS UNIQUE AFPUCATION BY TELSTAR PUSHES Creare Ware ATTECH SOUND GALAXY PRO 16 Woscccccsscssestasentane 
THE BOUNDARIES OF INTERACTIVE LEARNING THROUGH THE USE OF SPECIALLY INE ARIST 


one ‘D FILM AND AN INTERACTIVE INTERFACE 60 MINUTES OF 
WiDEO, 150 PHOTOS. ANSWERS QUESTIONS ON EVERY SUBJECT 
(stecry over 18'S Ont... 


PResswonks VERSION 2 - THE MOST USER-FRIENDLY DESK- 
EVER WITH FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE IF NOT SUITABLY 


Pus 
EXCELLENT REVIEWS BY ALL CRITICS 99 


DORLING neste accutane 
THE WAY THINGS WORK .. 


EXPLORAPEADIA 
saac Asimov's Unware ROBOT. 
Usnmate Haunted House... 


3D Bony ApventuRe 
3D Dinosaur ADVENTURE . 


ENCYCLOPEDIA OF SCIENCE A Fisuee Pace AB,C’s/1,2,3's 

ENcycloPeoia OF NATURE £38.99 | Sesame Seeet leries/N Nuaexs/Wort 

aie ee ae £38.99 | Rasoon Hous Kos ENCYCorED. 
i b 1 i 

PB Bean's BRIHDAY PARTY 8 Rican Scarey’s BusyTown 


STOWAWAY....ssseeseos 
Uttimate HUMAN Boo) 
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u oz CD} 
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DESKS | 
3.5° DSDD x | 50 3.5" DSHD x 10. 
3.5" DSDD x 50......£15.99 3.5" DSHD x 50) 
3.5" DSDD x 100....£29.99 3.5" DSHD x 10% 


ne a i Cut Out This order form and post to : FORMAT j 

GAME il SMEPLAY, UT 1, BARDEN LOSE [__ z| 

BATLEY, W. YORKSHIRE WF17 7JG. ! g 

gy 

Niue Bebe feck Spree tirt Recon CUSTOMERING uci enrne >. | ea ¢ 

| 

IADDRESS cers teresstecescrtec-otrs.ccsesterst tapi retaerrantsee tera) sere corn | | 

ie he aaa | iy 
Pe REE for 5 shi 

I noes See 

ral eens het, Oe oie ee PN eo stan Mp gutemeties pierre tt ~ TGTAL | 

CasH[_] CHeaue(_) Postat Oroer [] Caro La = Se ove Cheques payable feeding 

Cao No. OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO0 ery Date 0/00 Issue No. 


in the Nigold system the Ferengi 
will be tricky. Stick with it. 


Laraq is a hard man to get a 
hold of, but it helps if you use a 
friendly voice. Try the ready room. 


The Enterprise 
flies to the Joward system and then on 
to the Nigold system where you catch 
up with Aramut’s ship. Raise your 
shields and lock your weapons but 
allow him to go. Hail him once he 
crosses the neutral zone and he will 
hand over Lydia and give you informa- 
tion by the Romulans in exchange for 
his freedom. 

Use Picard’s communicator to hail 
Data and Troi on Shonisho Epsilon 6. 
Now ask T’bak to send a message to 
the planet, wait a moment and you 
should be contacted from the planet. 
Tell the chancellor about the refugees 
and wait while he thinks about letting 
you beam down. Head to the trans- 
porter room, put together your away 
team (Riker, Data, La Forge and Troi) 
and take both phasers and tricorders. 

Once on the planet get Riker to talk to 
chancellor Laraq while you walk right to 
the desert and then.to the pyramid. Get 
Riker to talk to Nachyl and walk towards 
the sculpture. 


When you catch up with Aramut 


May the Lawoiver's spirit grant you 


wisdom. | am Arch-Rashon Nachyl, chief 
| assistant to His Exalted Prominence 
Aelont of the Seekers. Chancellor Laragq | 
told me to expect you. How may! be of & 
service? 


p 


| SCREEN SCENE | 


[i ieee taee ieee eel 
Tt? ft 


Trekkin’ trouble? Fear not for help is at hand, with 
the second part of our walk-through guide to 
Star Trek: The Next Generation. 


Laraq is pretty 
wary of strangers 
so make sure you 
don’t scare him 
off. Just remem- 
ber, you’re only a 
guest on their 
planet so don’t 
mess up the bath- 
room if you have 
to go. And don’t 
drink all the beer. 


nachyl is even 
more of a big man 
on Shonisho 
Epsilon 3. Treat 
him with respect 
and have Riker 
talk to him ina 
very polite tone of 
voice. Remember, 
politeness costs 
nothing. 
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and Si 


STEP 25 Nowhave Riker 
talk to the Gatekeeper. The Gatekeeper 
will ask you several question, to which 
the correct answers are: 

Q: How does a person reach 

enlightenment ? 

A: | don’t know. 


Q: By what right are you here ? 
A: We might not have any right to be 
here. 


Q: Define your prime directive. 
A: It’s interpretation depends on the 
circumstances. 


Q: Who are you ? 
A: Everyone plays so many roles in 
life... it is impossible to label them. 


Q: What is the central principle of the 
fifth scroll ? 

A: Everybody seems to have a 
different interpretation. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
q 
| 
| 
| 
] 
| 
| 
| 


f a 
Q: Why are you here ? Se cia] 
A The Gatekeeper looks a bit spooky but come up with the right answers and he'll let you pass. The key here 


A: I'm not sure of that myself. is to act dumb. Very easy for some people. 


STEP S5= The Door will 
open so walk through and get Data to 
look at the sign, the panel and the 
man in the stasis field. Walk back to 
chancellor Laraq and have Riker to 
speak with him again. Now walk back 
to the stasis field and get Data to use 
the tricorder on the sign. Now use 
Data on the panel and the field should 
deactivate. Get Riker to talk to Aelont 
(and ask everything) and walk to the 
vault (located on the same screen 
where Nachyl was standing earlier). 


i 

| yee a ea a A Use the thermacode key that Aelont 
iu go io the in the 

I] stasis field. Or rather, get him out _92¥ You on the vault and take the 

| of it and then talk to him. Data’s device, gold rind and staff with the 

a FE se : ===) good at the sort of thing. white orb on the end. 


A When you open the safe you 
can only take three items, so 
make sure you get the right ones. 


ring on the hole in the wall without a ring. Get Data to insert the device in the -. By ve 
instrument at the right of the screen then leave, and enter the other pyramid at | - 


the top of the screen. Have Riker talk to Madia, then give her the staff and ask her 
what is behind the force field. Now play the ‘travelling music’ orchestration that 
Stamblyr gave you and you'll be transported to a strange room. 


ae 
®) 
iT 


| 
| 
of the screen. Talk to Stamblyr and listen to his pluviods sing, then use the gold HE 5 J | 
| 
| 
] 


STEP 55 Getto the door at the back of the room by walking on the 
tiles that appear when you play one of the orchestrations you have (or pick up in 
the room) each makes a different set of tiles appear. Some overlap, so stand on 
these before playing the next orchestration. If you are still unsure talk to the other 
members of your team. (It helps to draw a diagram of each tile pattern). Once R 4 
you’ve made it to the door use the blue talisman that Aleont gave you on the (Ecce ee as cpesrer var ren ara Ml errsesermregerraenrmnsanel mares ct soenerernenas Aina ess al 
niche in the door to open it. Now get the scroll and beam up to the ship. Captain A Make a map of the tile room. Don’t bother trying it without one unless 
Pentaras' ship will appear and return both scroll and refugees. you have an extremely good memory. Unlike me. 


Gosh, a real life cliff hanger huh? But would we leave you 
hanging in mid Trek? Well, we will but only ’til we print the 


final part of our full solution next month. 
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* Built In Speakers & Volume Control 


(Pracn cone 


‘Dragon Cechnology 


Computer Systems & Services 


Tel :- (01254) 703639 


Hewlett Packard 540C Colour Inkjet 
Printer 


* PCI Motherboard * PCI Motherboard * PCI Motherboard * PCI Motherboard 
* 75MHz Pentium Processor With Fan * 75MHz Pentium Processor With Fan * 75MHz Pentium Processor With Fan * 753MHz Pentium Processor With Fan 
* 8 MBytes RAM * 8 MBytes RAM * 8 MByte RAM * 8 MBytes RAM 
* 256K External Cache * 256k External Cache * 256k External Cache * 256K External Cache 
* 850 MByts IDE Hard Disk * 850MBytes IDE Hard Disk * 850MBytes IDE Hard Disk * 850 MByte IDE Hard Disk 
* PCI IDE & I/O Controllers * PCI IDE & I/O Controllers * PCI IDE & I/O Controllers * PCI IDE & I/O Controllers 
* PCI 2 MByte Video Card * PCI 2 MByte Video Card * PCI 2 MByte Video Card * PCI 2 MByte Matrox Millenium 
* Quad Speed IDE CD-ROM Drive * Quad Speed IDE CD-ROM Drive * Quad Speed IDE CD-ROM Drive 
* Sound Blaster Pro Compatible * Built In Speakers & Volume Control * 25 Watt Stereo Speakers 
Sound Card * Microsoft Office & Book Shelf CD * Rebel Assault, Ultimate Doom, 
* 


Ecstatica, Frontier, Lemmings, 
Civilisation, NASCAR Racing 


All PC’s Are Supplied With 12 Months On Site Maintenance, 8 Hour Response Parts & Labour. 
All Systems Include Hitachi 15” MPR II Low Radiation Monitor, 102 Key UK Keyboard & Mouse. 
All the above systems are suitable for both home and office use & offer incredible performance & reliability for the cost. 
Pentiums are upgradeable to 100MHz & 2MByte Cache. 120 & 133 MHz Systems Available. 


Multi Media Upgrade Kit £123.00 


Internal 28,800 V34 Fax Modem £102.00 


All prices exclude VAT & shipping. Current shipping prices are available on request. Terms are payment with order. Specifications and/or prices are subject to change 
without notification. Orders normally dispatched within 7 to 10 days of receiving cleared funds. All orders fulfilled within 28 days unless otherwise specified. 
All items sold subject to our terms and conditions, a copy of which is available on request. All trademarks are acknowledged. E&OE. 


DT0003 


For more information contact Dragon Technology on the above number. 


Will Bud Tucker be the Guybrush Threepwood 


of the 90s?” 


PC Home 


“Tom and Jerry meets Bottom... [a] point ‘n’ click 
adventure with more gags than a roomful of 


hostages” 


PC Power 


" brillo graphics, an incredibly si 
and full speech throughou 


900000000000000 


ple user-interface 


d., Metro Centre E 
Drive, Gateshea 


Merit Studios (E 
Business.P¢ 


SCREEN SCENE | | 


Cast off your doubts S 
about our liking for + 

tips and cheats. 
We have a love for 
them that verges on 
the illegal and we 
know you do too, 
so here’s... 


Companions of 
Xant 


Oh well, just a quick one then. 
Pressing Alt+F10 during the game 
should enable a cheat menu allow- 
ing you to go to different parts of 
the game. Now, don’t say we’re not 
good to you. 


al 


Here’s the complete, nay definitive, yes definitely definitive list of Heretic cheats 
(although obviously we have to allow for the possibility that we might have 
missed one). Just type in the codes while you’re playing (they're not case sen- 
sitive) and spoil all the hard work that went into programming it. 


QUICKEN God mode 

RAMBO All weapons/Ammo 

GIMMExx Artifacts (a-j) (1-9) [d does not work] 

SKEL All skeleton keys 

RAVMAP Changes map mode [must be in map mode] 
KITTY Toggle clipping 

ENGAGExx Level warp (episode/map) 

PONCE Full health 


SHAZAM 
MASSACRE 
COCKADOODLEDOO 


Toggles weapon power 
Kills ALL monsters on level 
Turn yourself into a chicken 


IDDQD Instant death 


IDKFA No weapons/Ammo 


It's an oldie, but it’s a goldie (fingers 
crossed), it’s Raptor. Before you run 
the game, type “SET S_HOST=CAS- 
TLE” (all in caps). Start a new game 
and you'll be in GOD mode. GOD 
mode does not sadly allow you to 
correct all the wrongs in the world 
(it’s only a game for goodness sake) 
but you will have all the weapons and 
an almost obscene amount of money. 


Thanks to John Douglas for a couple of very speedily sent tips for Virgin’s 
new strategy game. 

If, at the end of the level, you destroy the shed where the harvester is stored 
but discover the harvester gone, you may find it running over your soldiers 
when they try to attack it. Best way around the problem is to use twelve sol- 
diers. Position four in a diamond shape around it but far enough away that 
they will have to move to get in range. Start them all off at the same time and 
while the harvester is busy killing the first four, use the other eight to blast it to 
pieces. Sorted. 

Another tip is, at the end of a level, when you only have one enemy to kill, 
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Dark Forces 


Some people say that the best part about travelling is the journey, not the get- 
ting there. For those who disagree here are the cheats to skip to any given 


level in the classic Dark Forces. 


LASECBASE 
LATALAY 
LASEWERS 
LATESTBASE 
LAGROMAS 
DTENTION 
LARAMSHED 
LAROBOTICS 
LANARSHADA 
LAJABSHIP 
LAIMCITY 
LAFUELSTAT 
EXECUTOR 


LAARC 


Secret Base 
Talay 

Anoat City 
Research Facility 
Gromas Mines 
Detention Centre 
Ramsees Hed 
Robotics Facility 
Nar Shaddaa 
Jabba’s Ship 
Imperial City 
Fuel Station 
Executor 

Arc Hammer 


Mission | 
Mission II 
Mission Ill 
Mission IV 
Mission V 
Mission VI 
Mission VII 
Mission VIII 
Mission IX 
Mission X 
Mission XI 
Mission XIl 
Mission XIll 
Mission XIV 


| SCREEN SCENE 


Do not attempt the cheats marked 
with the danger icon unless you 
have access to a file editor, such as 
PC Tools or Xtree Gold, and know 


Discworld 


When you reach the Dragon at the end of 
the game and launch a rocket at it (with 
Mambo, the swamp dragon) it'll miss and 
the Dragon will send a huge fireball in the 


direction of your face. Grab the love custard 
pie from your luggage and use it on the 
Dragon when the screen flicks to it. The 
Dragon is smitten by love and the first thing 
she sees is Mambo, the dragon of her 
dreams — so they all live happily ever after. § 


what you are doing. ALWAYS back 
up your files before editing, so that 
you can restore the originals. PC 
Review will not accept responsibility 
for any damage to data caused 
through using these cheats. 


elie! SRT 
now that if 


Lorelei Ni wears Easter Bunny ears. 


Cinco de Mayo 05/05/XX lan wears a sombrero. 

Independence Day 07/04/XX Doug holds an American flag. 

Halloween 10/31/XX Thi wears a witch’s hat. | 
Christmas 12/25/XX Taradino wears a Santa Claus hat. 


| There is a way to get all five “holiday hats” in Rise of the Triad to show up on the 
| screen at the same time. If you finish the game the right way, and destroy all the 
| larvae in the last level, watch the credits, you'll get to a screen that says “The 
HUNT is victorious. The End.” Let it sit there for about a minute or two, and you'll 
| get another “The End” screen where all five “holiday hats” are shown at once. 


Daedalus Encounter 


Do you burn with a desire to jump to any part of the game that you wish? Then Holy Hex editing money madness. Get stacks of unearned | DANGER! | 
take the heat out of things with this cheat. cash with this hack from Vidar Nisen who seems to have 

From the Main Menu select GAME. Hit ALT-F5. Pick JUMP TO and it will such an obsession with money that he’s sent a “fill my pockets with folding 
show thumbnails of various scenes in the game. Just click on one to jump to it. green” hacks for Slipstream 5000 

If you’d rather just skip individual puzzles then press ALT-SHIFT and the first Save your Game in the first Savegame slot. Load a hex editor and edit the 
letter of the puzzle’s name. SLIPSTRM.SAV file. 


| : oS ; Save game nr. Address Change to 


_X-Com: Terror from | 

It’s fine having all those sci- 
entists beavering away 
inventing things, but come 
the end of the month you 
have to pay them. One way 
to avoid paying up of 
course, is to sack them 
before the end of the 
month. But there is another, 
more cunning way. 

Have two bases approxi- 
mately equivalent to each other (both doing research with roughly the same liv- 
ing quarters) and the same number of scientists and just before end of the 
month (last day, last hour), transfer ALL of the scientists working on base one to 
base two, and all the scientists working on base two to base one (i.e. they swap). 
As the end of month comes along, neither side has their scientists (they are in 
transit) so no salary is paid! 


baa 
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Ate you a a computer 

fanatic? a 

Are you interested in 

joining a club which 

Saves you money? | 

If so we are the answer. _ 

CD Systems offer you, the — 

computer fanatics of this _ ; 
world the following to get 

the most enjoyment but at the 


same time getting to | 
— kn ow Libres r caboaie ful | ly. a 


VE OFFER: 


- 1000's of titles new as well as old 
ready to despatch. 

_ All computers, games consoles 
- covered. Even CD ROM. 
A 50% club discount on all orders. 
_ A complete ‘money back guarantee 
_ scheme’ if you are unhappy with 
- our services. — 
| A free game with every order. 


All this and so much more. 
So call today for a free information | 
pack to see how you, the computer 
fe fanatics, can benefit from our 
sopany’ S unique range of services. 


_ Phone CD Systems on: 


708 374527 


it your call today Ys 


~ PUBLIC NOTICE 


INTERNET SERVICE 


ARE YOU AN INTERNET USER? 
THINKING ABOUT JOINING UP? 


ON THE INTERNET YOU CAN COMMUNICATE WITH FRIENDS 
AND NEW FRIENDS ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD. GET 
TECHNICAL INFORMATION, JOIN DISCUSSION GROUPS ON 
HUNDREDS OF SUBJECTS OR JUST CHAT. 

THINK CAREFULLY. VERY SHORTLY THERE WILL BE A NEW 
INTERNET PROVIDER THAT CAN CUT THE PRESENT 


MONTHLY RATES BY ALMOST 50% 


WE ARE AT THIS MOMENT SETTING UP AN INTERNET SERVICE THAT WILL 
ALLOW ACCESS TO THE NET FOR THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE WHO FOR 
VARIOUS REASONS HAVE NOT YET SIGNED UP OR ARE PAYING FAR 
TOO MUCH FOR THEIR ACCESS. WE WILL PROVIDE FULL TCP/IP AND 
FULL UNLIMITED FTP WITH HIGH BANDWIDTH SERVICES, 

ALL SPEEDS ON ALL LIES TO 28.800 V.34 VFC. 
ALSO FULL ACCESS FROM £3.95 PER MONTH, 
LOW COST HOME PAGE FACILITIES AND HOME 
PAGE DESIGN SERVICES 
PLUS 64K LEASED LINES AVAILABLE, CORPORATE 
WEB SITE FACILITIES AND B.B.S E-MAIL LINKS 
AND DISCOUNT PRICES ON 14.400 AND 28.800 MODEMS 


FOR AN INFORMATION PACK PLEASE CONTACT: UK NET LTD 
PHONE 0181 961 5597 FAX & FAXBACK 0181 961 5682 


-] 


N 
SYSTEMS BUILD YOUR 


AODERN COMPUTING SOLUTIONS SYSTEM T 0 YOU 
SPECIFICATIONS 
$6 DX2 66 


LET US CUSTOM 


ee PENTIUM 60 
SMB RAM 
JMB HDD 
> SVGA 0.28 12GB HDD MULTIMEDIA UPGRADE 
HANCED KEYBOARD _ | 256K CACHE 16 BIT SOUNDCARD 
RIAL MOUSE 14” SVGA 0.28 2xCD ROM £139 (£158.62) 
ENHANCED KEYBOARD 16 BIT SOUNDCARD 
SERIAL MOUSE 4xCD ROM £179 (£210.32) 


MEGA BASS & TREBLE 80w 
AMP SPEAKERS £35 (41.12) 


INTERNET READY UPGRADE 
*14,400 MODEM/14,400 FAX £60_—(£70.50) 
*28,000 MODEM/14,400 FAX £119 (£139.82) 


D.L.Y. UPGRADES 
DX2 66 CPU & M/BOARD £110 (£129.25) 
DX4 100 CPU & M/BOARD — £155. (£182.12) 


86 Dx4 100 FREE CASE UPGRADE TO MINI TOWER OR 
ic CACHE PENTIUM 90 \wiseesrsiowsoom tor 


(430 


(£505.25 INC VAT) 


£902 


(£1059.85 INC VAT) 


BRAM 8MB RAM ANY UPGRADE REQUIREMENTS 
ane 1.2GB HDD 

SVGA 0. 256K CACHE z 

HANCED KEYBOARD | 14” sVGA 0.28 1 YEAR ON-SITE 

IAL MOUSE 


| 


ENHANCED KEYBOARD 
SERIAL MOUSE 


WARRANTY 
£35 


500 ¢10932 je«is 
HEAD OFFICE BIRMINGHAM 


TEL 0121-753-3950 
FAX 0121-753-3951 


| SHOWROOMS 

| PENTIUM 120,PCI AND VLB UPGRADES - |r) 9184-220-4444 E LONDON 
| 

| 


RING HORERICES FAX 0181-220-0202 
| TEL 0181-893-5558 | WLONDON 


FAX 0181-893-5545 
| S " S EMS TEE O18t-807-3202 N LONDON 


ODERN COMPUTING SOLUTIONS FAX 0181-807-9203 


£587.50 INC VAT) (£1212.60 INC VAT) 
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hankfully 


dia releases’ 
subject matter 
has become : 
more varied. 
The Star Trek 
Omnipedia 
and Apolio 13 
should satisfy — 
sci-fi buffs, : 
whilst food 
fans can taste 
some Home 
Cooking. 
Cal Jones 


THE RATING 


SYSTEM EXPLAINED 


ducts. The score 
Kes into account 
iements such as 
resentation, ease 
of use and how well 
the subject is cov- 
ered. We are pretty 
strict on multimedia. 
Five is average, so 
anything rated 
igher is better tha 
erage anda 


a Nd 
Min. PC: 386SX, Windows 3.1/95 


Minimum memory: 4Mb 


Minimum graphics: SVGA 


Sound: All Windows sound cards 


’m not much of a cook. It’s not that 
| can’t cook — | can knock up some 
perfectly edible dishes if the occa- 
sion demands — it’s just that | can 
never really be bothered. Since my 
one-room studio flat is not exactly the 
ideal place to hold a dinner party, | usu- 
ally only cook for myself — normally a 
case of boiling up some pasta, opening 
a can of tuna and a jar of pesto sauce 
and mixing them all together. It tastes 
better than it sounds, believe me. 
That’s not to say that | don’t appreci- 
ate a good meal. | do like a bit of the old 
haute cuisine — providing that someone 
else is paying, of 
course. But cook it 
myself? Now, that’s too 
much like hard work. 
Still, if ever | did 
feel the urge 4 
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Ask Cali Jones to 
and she’ll biack b . 
eyes. But can Julia Child part 


her from her Pot Noodie? 


to inflict my cooking on a few friends, | 
could do a lot worse than seek inspira- 
tion from Julia Child and her 16 master 
chef chums. 

Julia, if you haven’t heard of her, is 
America’s answer to Delia Smith. She’s 
probably forgotten more about cooking 
than most people learn in a lifetime, 
which is almost certainly why Microsoft 
has chosen her to front this rather nice 
piece of multimedia. Just as plonk 
expert Oz Clarke made his contribution 
to Microsoft’s superb Wine Guide, Julia 
is the friendly face of Home Cooking, 
sharing with you her extensive knowl- 
edge of kitchen utensils, taking you ona 
tour of her pantry, 
introducing 
each of the 16 
featured chefs 
and_ whisk- 


ing up a few culinary delights of her 
own. The lady is undoubtedly talented, 
just as this CD is unquestionably exten- 
sive. However, the problem is this: she 
sounds, well, a bit odd. Imagine Monty 
Python’s Terry Jones doing and impres- 
sion of a middle-aged housewife, add a 
mid-Atlantic accent and you have some- 
thing that sounds scarily close to Julia 
Child. At first it’s hard to keep a straight 
face, but after a while it becomes irritat- 


ing. Yes, it may be politically incorrect to | 


point this out, but that’s the truth of it. 
Our Julia has a funny voice. 


Best ingredients 
Beyond that, Home Cooking is a good 
product. It has all the polish that you’d 
expect from Microsoft — it looks attrac- 
tive, is easy to find your way around 
and the topics are well-linked so that 


you can look up a 
recipe, find out 

more about the 
ingredients and 

then learn how to 
cook them without 
getting lost in the \ 
menu system. There 
are extensive tutorials 
from the star chefs (OK, 

so I’d never heard of any of 


they’re well-known in the States) on 
everything from filleting salmon to 
chopping garlic — all in easy to follow 
steps. And there are over 100 recipes, 
many of them inventive in the extreme. 


Chocolate Tarragon Dessert 


@ Prepare batter 
Beat egg whites 

= Lightes batter 
Make miles 

> Gamish dessert 


Citres Grares 
EES (On 
an aes seamen a H 
Tas 


ee a 
eon ole eaten 
one Sree. cepa pert 


Pasta, Rice, Potatoes Baked Goods, Pastries 


Poulory Appetizers 

Meare Salads, Soups 

Seafood Entrées 

Vegerables Side Dishes, Accompaniments 
Deessungs, Saaces, Relishes Deessexts 


Foundation Recipes 


them before but | assume that =--~~____ 


Would 
you think 
of adding 
tarragon to a 
chocolate mousse? 
: No, | wouldn’t either, but 
with a little help from Home Cooking 
you too can be a master in the art of 
the successful juxtaposition of bizarre 
ingredients. Trust me. 

It’s not a culinary utopia, though. 
Firstly, and from a purely practical 
standpoint, it’s a bit difficult to follow a 
tutorial when your PC’s in one room 
and your cooker’s in another. OK, so | 
know one person who keeps his com- 
puter in the kitchen, but he has a tough 
time defrosting a burger without letting 
the whole thing go up in flames, never 
mind creating a cordon-bleu meal from 
scratch. For the rest of us, it’s just 
impractical. You can print out the 
recipes if you’ve a printer to hand, but 
as far as the tutorials go, you need to 
memorise them before you can put 
your knowledge to use in the kitchen. 


Veggie biues 
The second gripe is that Home Cooking 
doesn’t really cater for vegetarians. This 
doesn’t bother me because I’m a meat 
eater, but herbivores will notice a distinct 
lack of animal-free meals. Side dishes 
yes, but | counted only one veggie main 
course in the whole CD. This is a bit of 
an oversight since there are a large 
number of vegetarians in the world, and 
not all of these are content to subsist on 
veggie burgers for the rest of their lives. 
Overall, though, this is a competent 
and well-produced product, and would- 
be chefs will find it a good starting place 
to learn the tricks of the culinary trade. 


PCR VERDICT 


Genre: Cooking tutorial 


Publisher: Microsoft 


Price: £29.99 


| Contact: |(01734) 270001 


PROS 
Marvellously presented, 
practical and varied... 


CONS 
..unless your 
PC is in your 
kitchen, you 
can’t use the 
lessons while 
you cook. 
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’ Give your PC the best Christmas! 


Here at GoldenImage we have the New Alfa Range 
of Joysticks and Rodents with more features for less 


Good) Value) Eo Money: 


ALFA COMMANDER, 


Thrustmaster compatible joystick 
4 fire buttons, Throttle & Rudder 
control, Turbo fire & Coolie hat 
“To get a joystick as good as this 
will cost you £100 plus. It’s da 
business!” 

“For features, the Commander 
looks the business” CD-ROM Now 
RRP: £59.95 

Offer Price: £29.95 


ALFA THUNDER 


4 Button Analogue Joystick 
with Throttle Control & Hat 
“All the functions you need 
Flight sims...DIE!” 

“The Alfa Thunder does 
measure up to the job” 


CD-ROM Today 


RRP: £24.95 
Offer 
Price: 
£19.95 


Plug TWO joysticks into your computer - switch between 
them or use both at once! Simple to use, just plug and play. 


RRP: £34.95 
Offer Price: £19.95 


“Is that cool or what?” PC Games 
“Best Buy” CD-ROM Today 
“For a quick easy way to use two joysticks look no further” PC Answers AL co. ANDER E 
Thrustmaster compatible joystick 4 fire bu 
Throttle & Rudder control, Turbo fire & Co 


hat, also with Programmable Keyboard Ful 


ALFA ALIEN 


2 Button 

Analogue Joystick 
“Flight Sims/Arcade, 
you cannot lose with 
the Alfa Alien” 


“This could be a welcome addition to your equipment” PC Power 


ALFA FIRE 


2 Button Analogue Joystick 
with Turbo Fire 
“It feels like moving silk 


RRP: £99.95 
Offer Price: £59.95 


around” 


PC Games 


RRP: £14.95 
Offer Price: £9.95 


RRP: £18.95 
Offer Price: £11.95 


ALFA JOV 
2 Button Joypad with 2 Turbo fire buttons 


ALFA COBRA 


2 Button Analogue 
Joystick 
“Blitz them Arcade 


“Tt’s so darn cheap we 


WHAT YOU SEE IS 
WHAT YOU PAY 


No Extra Charges - 
Prices include 
VAT and Postage 


felt compelled to buy two” 


PC Attack 
Games for less ac 


than a tenner!” 


RRP: £14.95 
Offer Price: £9.95 


RRP: £11.95 
Offer Price: £8.95 


WIN MOUSE PRO 7 


2/3 Button Mouse with built in wrist rest 


ALFA CRYSTAL 


2/3 Button Trackball which 
glows red or green when 


used! 
“Value 5/5” What PC 
“Cool, eh?” CD-ROM Now 


ALFA OPTIC-PC 


2/3 Button Optical Mouse 
“Get a workstation 


“The Win Mouse is super sleek. 


quality mouse 

for your PC” 

“Alfa Optics is a wise 
choice” Computer Buyer 


A decent mouse 


at its price” 


PC Format 
RRP: £11.95 
Offer Price: £8.95 


RRP: £39.95 


Offer Price: £29.95 
Alfa Track (basic version) £24.95 


RRP: £29.95 
Offer Price: £24.95 


Christmas offers while current stocks last. Goldenlmage accepts Access, Visa, American Express, Cheque & Postal 0 
E&OE. Prices subject to change without notice. Specifications subject to change without notice. 


== GoldenImage (UK) Ltd. SALES HoTLin 


 (@ Unit 65, Hallmark Trading Estate, Fourth Way, 0181 9600 929; 
Wembley, Middx, HA9 OLB. FAX 0181 906 92. 


Pat Fox goes on a five-year 
mission to seek out facts and 


pointiess trivia about all things Trek. 


> 


Min. PC: 33MHz 486DX, Windows 3.1 


Minimum memory: 8Mb 


Minimum graphics: SVGA 256 


Sound: Sound blaster compatible 


id you know that Spock’s 
favourite drink is Altair Water, 
that the Enterprise originally 
ran on Lithium crystals, and 
that the pointy tube bits on the 
back of the starships are called 


Nacelles? If so, then you probably have 
absolutely no need of the Star Trek 
Omnipedia. 

A detailed repository of all 
things Trekular, compiled 
by people who worked on 
the series themselves, the 
Omnipedia makes a cred- 
itable attempt at combining 
Star Trek-style visuals — the 
interface takes the form of the 
Enterprise’s own computer, complete 


Th 


~ FOBND ENTRIES 


= 


Controller; Eymorg; ton propulsion 
igma, Draconis [¥; Sigma Draconis 


Teacher; trilaser connector. 


MEDIA LINK 


| MULTIMEDIA 


with the genuine female voice (sup- 
plied by Majel Barrett, wife of Gene 
Rodenberry, fact fans) — with 
the huge body of data that 
™ has built up around the 
», Star Trek universe over the 
last 30-odd years. 

The information is pre- 
sented in a number of 
forms; a simple alphabetical 
database, which features hot 
links to related subjects; a chronology, 
which actually relates a potted history of 
time from the Big Bang to the 123rd 
century; resources, which divide the 
information into thematic groups; and 
topics, a group of presentations on sub- 
jects such as Captain Kirk, or the histo- 
ry of the Enterprise, narrated by Mark 
Lenard (that’s Sarek, father of Spock, to 
all you non-Trekkers out there). 


That is illogical, 
Captain 
In addition to all this textual 
data, there are many still 
photos and some video 
footage too, but strangely 
some major characters — 
—” Chekov for example, or 
[ Riker, lack a direct video link, 
while some relatively minor char- 
acters, such as T’Pau (the Vulcan 
priestess, not the sad eighties group), 
have footage all to themselves. And 
strangely, there is little mention of 
Voyager, the newest spin-off, but that 
may just be because it is so recent. 
Even more fun can be had by imple- 
menting the voice-activation support, 
which, given the right hardware, allows 
you to control the Omnipedia by 
speaking commands into a micro- 
phone. Unfortunately, speech recogni- 
tion technology itself is more than a 


Ahh, the good old NCC-1701 at 


little flaky, so the results are unpre- 
dictable to say the least. 

Once in a while, the interface creaks 
a little — a piece of footage might be 
corrupted, or a link goes awry — but in 
the main, this is a seamlessly integrat- 
ed package, and the depth of its cover- 
age is hard to question. Absolute die 
hard Trekkers might find faults, but 
there was certainly more information 
here than | (a casual Trek fan) could 
ever be bothered to trawl through 
except out of idle curiosity. 

More video footage would have been 
nice, and a bit more interactivity, but as 
an authoritative Star Trek reference, this 
is certainly worthwhile. 

Live long and prosper... 


He’s only wearing that to cover 
his bald patch — which has unfor- 
tunately spread over his cranium. 


Genre: Multimedia reference 


Publisher: Albac 


Price: £59.95 


| Contact; (01626) 332233 


PROS 
Everything you wanted to 
know about Star Trek is 


here. Probably. 


CONS 
Occasionally 
slow 
interface. Not 
enough video 
footage. 


bay. What a stirring sight... 


My favourite episode ever involved the theft of Spock’s brain. A classic. 
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Trace Your Ancestors... 


Journey back through history to the time of 
your ancestors. This program shows you how 
to systematically research your family tree and 
present it in a clear graphic format. 

A simple program introduction and numerous 
tips and tricks allow a complete beginner to 
produce professional results in no time at all. 
Using DATA BECKERS FAMILY TREE you can 
track down your ancestors and update the family 
tree whenever necessary. 


e Suitable for both beginners and experienced family tree researchers. ie) j 
e Various types of presentation: Tree diagram, lists etc. <n ee a — 
e Also suitable for complex family trees. y Please send me Family Tree, | enclose | 
e Scanned photos may be inserted. i payment for £14.95 + £1.50 post & packing} 
4 Surname 
DATA BECKER i=" 
y Address | 
DATA BECKER 
UNIT 4 
BENTLEY INDUSTRIAL CENTRE i ieee 
ea atlanlt esta. UA 01420 22707 | § Make napa pee to: DATA BECKE 


X: 01420 22807 1 
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painter’s lot is not a happy 
one — at least not if you’re 
Vincent Van Gogh. Moping 
around the French country- 
side, writing ever more 
depressing letters to your brother, and 
yes, even hacking off parts of your 
anatomy — still, you can’t help feeling 
for the poor tortured soul. Or, if you’re 
like me, after about five minutes of read- 
ing about his traumatic existence, you 
| feel like shouting ‘Oi, Vinny! Stop being 
such a grumpy guts and get on with the 
painting, pur-leease.’ 
| Fortunately for us multimedia types, 
\that’s exactly what he did. Although 
|hundreds of paintings later, culminating 
in a particularly brooding piece showing 


4 When finding out about the life 
and times of Van Gogh, there are 
various different ways to navigate 
jhe pages. You can surf to pics 
‘rom the main menu, chronologi- 
cally, or by this rather fine map of 


he regions he lived in. 


| 
} 
} 


a cornfield under leaden 
skies with a handful of 
crows in it, he topped 
himself with a revolver in 
self-same field. Sorry if | 
spoilt the ending for any- 
body, but it’s an interest- 
ing if thoroughly downbeat story all the 
way through — well worth the read any- 


_ way. Interspersed with many of his 


famous works and not a few of his less 
well known oeuvres, the Van Gogh CD- 
ROM is quite an attractive proposition. 
My one disappointment is that it 
seems as though EMME weren't that 
bothered when it came to having some- 
one proof-read the text. The sometimes 
rough layouts are almost excusable, but 


One interesting idea, which 
more or less works, is to put some 
of the man’s art against the music 
of the day. The package talks 
about the tunes and exactly what 
Van Gogh was doing while they 
were being composed. 


Minimum PC: 25MHz, 386SX, Windows 3.1 


MULTIMEDIA | 


H |considered the predecessor of lxipr 


One of the nicest things about 
Van Gogh (the CD-ROM, not neces- 
sarily the man) is that it’s very 
neatly presented. 


|-Love, the loss of- 
Paris, 1887, summer 


Vinny’s letters make depressing 
reading, but provide quite some 
insight into the life of this tortured 
artist. 


@ [-Manet, Edouard (1832-1883)- 


French painter born in Paris who was chiefly influenced 
by the Spanish art of Velazquez. Along with Courbet, he is 
cancer for the arist's complete freedom in handling colors 


My and tone. Manet was bitfle conterned with subject matter; his 


[primary interest was\in thi! organization of the picture surface. 


| His painting “Olpapia”/Wwas considered scandalous) for its 
| nakedne} formale figure.’ 


‘What have we got ear?’ asks 
Martin Kiimes, browsing 
through EMME iInteractive’s 
latest foray into the art world. 


Minimum memory: 4Mb 


Minimum graphics: SVGA 


Sound: Windows - compatible sound card 


there’s a hell of a lot of typos through- 
out, something which is quite off- 
putting. 


Sneaking admiration 
That aside, | had a sneaking admiration 
for this product. | was particularly enam- 
oured of the music section, where 
favourite ditties from the day by the likes 
of Debussy and Ravel are played along- 
side collections of paintings. And text 
links the whole shebang together with 
insights into the lives of both composer 
and painter. It's a new way of making 
hundreds of similar paintings much 
more interesting. 

The narration is informative and use- 
ful, the interface is friendly, with decent 
hypertext throughout, and the paintings 
are well reproduced. It’s certainly no 
substitute for popping down to a big 
gallery and seeing some of the originals 
themselves, but because the entire col- 
lection is split up across hundreds of 
locations this is probably the best way 
to see all of them, and get a handle on 
Van Gogh’s turbulent life. 


Type: Multimedia reference 


Publisher: EMME Interactive 


Price: £39.99 


Contact: |(01923) 211007 


PROS 
A fascinating insight into 
Van Gogh’s life, with plenty 


of well-reproduced 
paintings. 


CONS 

The odd typo 

and occasion- 

al badly laid-out 

page — but don’t 

turn your nose up at it. 
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MULTIMEDIA 


Min. PC: 33MHz 386DX, Windows 3.1 


Minimum memory: 8Mb 


Minimum graphics: VGA 


Sound: Windows compatible 


Beirut 1982 to 1985 — not a good place to be. Cai Jones 
tours this war-torn city from the comfort of her PC. 


few months ago | moved 

away from Peckham, the 

rather grim area of South 

London where | had the mis- 

fortune to spend most of my 
life. | can’t say that | was sorry to go. 
Rough, dirty, smelly and violent — it’s 
the sort of place that taxi drivers refuse 
to drop you for fear of being ambushed 
at traffic lights by gangs of knife-wield- 
ing youths. I’m not joking. 

But Peckham is a picnic compared to 
Beirut. To quote Days of Rage, “Beirut 
isn’t just a city. It's a symbol of a partic- 
ular kind of twentieth century madness.” 
And that is the very sentiment that this 
CD-ROM tries to put across. 

Days of Rage is an unusual piece of 
multimedia. It is not a travelogue, an 
educational toy or a glossy interactive 
coffee table book, but an example of 
photojournalism at its best. Based on 
the award-winning work of photograph- 
er Judah Passow, who covered the con- 
flict between 1982 and 1985, it does not 
attempt to sensationalise the war but 
chronicles the lives of those affected by 
it. As such it is a very visual product, 
relying on the strength of the images to 
put its point across. The photographs 


You can select photographs at 
random from the lightbox menu. As 
you move your cursor across the 
small pictures, a larger representa- 
tion of each photograph appears at 
the bottom of the screen. 


Click on the map icon to see 
where the photograph was taken. 


have a stark beauty of their own, rang- 
ing as they do from the harrowing to the 
plain bizarre, and although they speak 
for themselves, all are accompanied by 
spoken accounts from Israeli and 
Lebanese citizens. 


Journalistic essays 
The photographs form the core of the 
product, but there are also essays by 
journalist Julie Flint and Passow himself. 
There are also statistics which give 
details of the main religions and factions 
involved, the cost of the war (both in 
terms of money and human lives), and 
the casualties. 

Don’t go buying this CD expecting a 
historical account of the troubles in 
Beirut — it is more a catalogue of 
Passow’s work than anything else — 
but the information is there if you need 
it. Even if the statistics are not of partic- 
ular interest to you, they add a bit of 
weight to the program and make sur- 
prising reading. 

Days of Rage is a very good product, 
no doubt about it. It holds together well 
and is easy to find your way around — 
the interface is intuitive, with icons that 
remain hidden until you move the cur- 
sor over them. You may not feel drawn 
towards a CD which covers such a diffi- 
cult subject, but the superb photogra- 
phy and balanced reporting makes it 
extremely worthwhile. | can only 
describe it as eye-opening. 


Days OF RAGE 


BeiRur 1982 - 1985 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY JUDAH Passow 


Essay BY JULIE FLINT 


War may be raging, but life goes on for Beirut’s citizens. Many of the 
photographs contrast everyday life with images of conflict. 


These young men relaxing are 
actually snipers. 


The sight of children playing with guns is chilling, but sadly not 
unusual in a city where factions recruit boys as young as 11-years-old. 
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Facts and figures show the co 
of war, both in money and lives. 


PCR VERDICT 


Genre: Photojournalism 
Publisher: Multimedia Solutio 
Price: £49.00 


Contact: (01132) 343142 


Pros: 
Wonderful photographs, all 
beautifully presented and 

intelligently 
documented. | 


Cons: 
The subject 
matter may be 
a bit grim for 
some. 


Minimum memory: 4Mb 


Minimum PC: 33MHz, 386DX, Windows 3.1 


CD box set gives you the 
whole story from begin- 


ning to end. There’s a 
mum graphics: SVGA cross-referenced ency- 


Sound: Windows-compatible sound card 


t was bound to happen. The thir- 
teenth Apollo space craft was 
launched at 13 minutes past the 
hour, and disaster struck two days 
later — on April 13th. Almost a year 
after Neil Armstrong first walked on the 
moon, NASA's third attempt at a lunar 
landing turned sour when Apollo 13’s 
oxygen tanks exploded. 


clopaedia which includes 
a full mission transcript, 
details of the Apollo program, audio and 
picture galleries, and an analysis of 
exactly what went wrong on the night of 
April 13th, 1970. In addition you get a 
slide-show of mission highlights, some 
video footage of the astronauts, a rudi- 
mentary 3D animation of a journey to 
the moon, and an interview with Jim 
Lovell to boot. 


Che Presidese of the Lauited States of America 


tereck Mir) 


Presiclential Medal of Freecom 


Che Apollo XI Mission Operations Tear 
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The second CD contains an 
encyclopaedia of space flight 
and a basic drawing program 
which includes, amongst other 
goodies, some cute pieces of 
space clip art. The encyclopae- 
dia is arguably the most interest- 
ing part of the whole package, 
because it’s crammed with infor- 
mation on everything from the 
early days of space flight to 
plans for future missions. 


—!) 


A This Presidential Medal of 
Freedom certificate awarded to the 


| Mission Ops team is just one of 


dozens of fascinating digitised 
documents. 


Space doubi 

The problem with both of these CDs is 
presentation. The interface on all three 
programs is easy enough to use, but 


1,000 clip art images, and SpaceAGE, a multimedia encyclopaedia of space flight. On the other you can find 
out exactly what went wrong with Apollo 13. 
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The first CD in this two 


| 


MULTIMEDIA 


ees 


} 
, Tom Hanks? 


‘No thanks. 
This is the real 
story of Apollo 
13, as Gordon 
’.\ Houghton 

| ©) discovered... 


Mission The Cast of Image Audio 
Operations Apollo 13 Gallery Gallery 
Ground} What Went 
tots | ae 
| 


Farewell Aquarlus (15:38:41 to 142:55:12 GET) eR; 
06:08:16:24 CDR Houston, Aquarius 
05:08.15.26 CC Go ahead, Jim. t 
06.08.16:29 CDR Do you have any more updates for us? 

05:08.16.32 CC Weve still got a LM update, but we strongly 
recommend that you and Jack work as hard as you 
can sleeping for about the next 5 hours. Fred can 
handle it 

Okay. That's what we'll do. We'll put Frad on watch 
here, and Jack and | will take it easy, and if Fred 
copies the LM update, well, then we'll all start from 
fresh in the morning. 

You het. 

Aquarius, Houston. Over 

All right, go ahead, Vance. 

Okay, Fred. Two - three things. First thing is we 
need a docking angle check as soon as you can 
conveniently get it. Second point, you're free to drink 
all the descent stage water you want, if that wasnt 


The Apollo 


Return to 
Control Room} = Program 
The Crew of 
Apollo 13 


05:08'16:42 CDR 


1} 06:08:16:56 CC 
‘} 96:08:23:44 CC 
P} 95:08:23:48 LMP 
| 96:08:23:60 CC 


the displays are stark and unattractive. 
The stress is more on facts than fun, 
which makes this less likely to appeal to 
kids or to anyone who’s looking for a 
Dorling Kindersley-style introduction to 
space. As a rocket nerd though, | could- 
n't care less about looks: this is the 
most comprehensive package available 
on space flight, with masses of data, 
loads of interesting pictures and some 
decent video sequences. Casual buyers 
beware, though. 


A This is the kind of depth that 
keen space fans will appreciate: 
the Apollo 13 mission transcript 
reproduced in its entirety. 


Genre: Space reference 
Publisher: Deverill Business 
Price: £60.00 


Contact; (01202) 722554 


PROS 
Bags of information on the 
Apollo 13 mission and the 


history of space 
exploration. 


CONS 

Functional 
presentation 

and an empha- 

sis on facts over 

frills lessen its appeal. 
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MULTIMEDIA 


Min. PC: 20MHz 486SX, Windows 3.1 
Minimum memory: 8Mb 


The world’s longest river is steeped in histor 
Gordon Houghton hops aboard a felucca and 


heads downstream. 


Sound: Windows compatible cards 


he Nile is probably the most 

famous river in the world. The 

Amazon might rival it for length, 

but it isn’t as important in terms 

of ancient history, geography, 
exploration, literature, culture and 
tourism. The aim of the oddly-named 
Nile Passage to Egypt (NPTE) is to 
encompass all of these ancient and 
modern facets on one CD. 

It’s pretty successful, too. As soon as 
you board your personal sailboat at 
Lake Victoria, you’re completely free to 
explore all aspects of life on the Nile. A 
map lets you move quickly between 


‘Thary Beoatsed Cgugtane norte Gay ere 
‘igh tor eleven you bcrvat Be Arwen 
High Dara. The prejectwas comeicted ait 
Qe tearciel nc tect cel assisterce CIDE 
‘Covet Jn cn A tes, re Uatec Cuter aod 

A) CroatBatan exppatsd ne proved tut Fey 

tates wtnen tvet ssrped Joe Bre rat 


Your journey takes place aboard a 


locations and play one of five unusual 
games. A camera takes pictures and 
records text for use in your very own 
interactive journal. There’s a media 
player which offers 18 themed tours, 
hundreds of pictures and dozens of 
video sequences, all accompanied by 
detailed information. Finally, at every 
stop en route you can view the land- 
scape in four directions. 


Cruise control 

The only problem | had with NPTE was 
its operating speed. | ran it on a DX2 
with 8Mb RAM and a quad speed 


Ss i ae 


felucca, a traditional Nile sailing vessel. From here you can examine 


photographs and videos, play games and even write your own travelogue. 
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drive, and it took a significant amount 
of time to load pictures and videos. 
There’s also a sizeable buffer which 
can lead to mistakes during menu 
selections. Neither of these features is 
exceptionally annoying, but they do 
interfere with the enjoyment of your 
journey up the Nile. 

Even so, this is a very good package. 
Forking out £700 for a Nile cruise might 
provide you with the experience of a life- 
time, but this is undoubtedly the next 
best thing — it’s educational, great fun 
to use, and exploits the potential of mul- 
timedia extremely well. If it wasn’t for the 


Ris botevectnatine hi wes 
HE erestoe by Ch2ptren, M2 00n of 
GE Chern Sewn tay atthe fora onthe 
Sprirkis a porranot creparen, Ic he 
HE ica cemay tre Turisst nle's Et FE 
WA tock eceptior tothe fees oftne Serie FA 


govemmentis tynqto cet the Sphin's 
‘nc$e ané Deare Dack Fem Mi 3m th as 
yeti tse costar eo8 

¥ 


The Media Viewer gives you 
pictures and information on 


f 


slightly sluggish presentation it would 
deserve a mark or two more. } 


Egyptians - clever blokes or 
aliens? You won’t find the answer 


on this disc. | 


Camels are ill-tempered, 
uncomfortable to ride and they | 
smell bad. Do not ride them. Lool 
at pictures instead. 


| 


PCR VERDICT 


Genre: Multimedia reference| 


Publisher: Astrion 


Price: £39.99 / 


Contact: (0181) 282 0011 fj 


PROS ) 
An informative and 
enjoyable journey, packed | 
with options. 


CONS 
The presenta- 
tion is a bit 

slow, particu- 
larly when load- 
ing graphics. 


R If you’re the kind 
( a re who wants 
py | blooms aplenty 


without the dirty fingernails, this is for 
you. Create your own landscaped 
masterpiece by picking your garden 
size and shape, then overflow it with 
the 600 different types of trees, 
shrubs and plants to hand. Not only 
do you get a wealth of plant life to 


¥. With a name like 
5 Young Scientist, 
> it’s not too far 


fetched to expect loads of interactive 
widgets to fiddle and create things 
with — but no such luck. Instead you 
get instructions on how to make use- 
less Blue Peter-esque contrap- 
tions,— jigsaw puzzles, pairing 
games, hidden pictures, silly sorters 
and a painting program with an eco- 
friendly theme. There are four cutesy 


It’s interactive 
story time and to 
| be fair, this one’s 


quite a giggle, if on the pricey side. 
The fact that it’s narrated by the most 
excellent Robbie Coltrane is a big 
plus point to a package which tells 
the story of a fish whose wishes 
come true. The screens are nicely 
drawn with good sound and anima- 
tion. Most of the stuff on the different 
screens is interactive — producing a 


I'm sorry folks, | know this 
.) one’s probably aimed at 

‘yy the youngsters, but if they 
wanted a sickly sweet version of the 
nativity thrust down their throats, I’m 
sure they could get a lot more out of 
the bible — at a much better price. 
The 12 different screens are beauti- 
fully drawn and give a scant outline 
of the birth of Christ, but the interac- 
tivity is pretty pitiful — a few bland 
words from the various characters 
on screen if you click on them is 


play with, you also receive info and 
colour stills on each, plus handy 
growers tips and the chance to 
watch your saplings rising over the 
years from a range of different zoom 
in/zoom out 3D viewpoints. 
Europress Software £29.99 @ 
01625 859333 @ 386DX, SVGA, 
double speed CD-ROM, hard 
disk, 4Mb RAM. 


environments to explore. Sweet but 
very basic. For youngsters only. 
Europress Software £25.99 @ 
01625 859333 @ 386DX, SVGA, 
Windows 3.1, CD-ROM, hard 
disk, 4Mb RAM. 


series of bangs, whistles, lights and 
cutesy animations. Sweet stuff, but 
not worth this amount of dosh. 
Oxford University Press £29.99 
@ 01865 267979 ® 386DX, 
SVGA, Windows 3.1, CD-ROM, 
hard disk, 4Mb RAM. 


about the highlight (the animal nois- 
es in the stable scene were accom- 
panied with phew, at least two ani- 
mations per animal). Nice looking, 
but way too costly. 

Oxford University Press £29.99 
@ 01865 267979 © 386DX, 
SVGA, Windows 3.1, CD-ROM, 
hard disk, 4Mb RAM. 


SUBSCRIPTION 


Your own work of Art 
when you subscribe 


to PC REVIE 


The Louvre is one of|the best mul- 
timedia programs in |recent years 


and it can be yours for free if you 
subscribe to PC Reviow: Not only 
that but we’re offering a 

special |introductory 


to your door. 


For Ore information and 
to subscribe by Direct 
Debit please see pages 

68 and |69. 


PC REVIEW SUBSCRIPTION FORM 


Please enter my subscription to PC Review and rush me my free gift CD-Rom 
multimedia art program, The Louvre (IC1n): 

Please tick as required: 

(source code: IC1L) 

HD disk option (12 issues) 

() UK surface mail £47.40 

Q Overseas surface mail £55.00 
(4 Europe airmail £65.00 

Q Overseas airmail £95.00 


CD-ROM option (12 issues) 

QO UK surface mail £49.40 

QO Overseas surface mail £67.00 
Q) Europe airmail £77.00 

QO Overseas airmail £107.00 


A) CREDIT CARD PAYMENT 
Please charge my Visa/Access/Mastercard/Amex 


cadNo LO OOOO OOOO 
Card Expiry Date: LJ Lj Lj LJ 


Your signature: Dates.3.astaes 1995 
B) CHEQUE 
| enclose a cheque for £......... (sterling) made payable to EMAP Images Ltd. 


Once you have completed the form please send it to: PCR Subscriptions, FREEP- 
OST (LE5981), Leicester LE87 4AB. Free postage only applies within the UK. 
Subscribers outside the UK should send coupon with payment to PCR 
Subscriptions, Tower House, Sovereign Park, Lathkill St, Market Harborough, 
Leicester LE16 9EF, UK 

C) OR CALL THE SUBSCRIPTION 01 858 468888 
HOTLINE (9.30am-5.30pm Mon-Fri): 

From time to time PC Review would like to send you information of products and services that 
we feel may be of interest to you. If you do not wish to receive this information please tick this 
box: Q Offer closes on 30 November 1995. Please allow 28 days for fulfilment from receipt of 


order. Your free gift is sent separately from your 1st issue. EMAP Images reserves the right 
to provide an alternative software gift in the event of the unavailability of your requested gift. 
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CD135 PEARL £19.99 CD1I58 WORLD OF 


SPORT £9.99 


The ultimate 
sports collection 
of games, ph 
tographs ani 

part’ images. 
Categories that 2 

% including are foot- 
ball, athletic, golf, 
baseball, tennis, 
and rugby. 


CD119 4.4BSD LITE 


THE LINUC BIBLE 2nd CD134 TUG £19.99 


EDITION £39.99 


Book If you love to read Turbo Users Group 

: 2] FB good code & tinker se erorticaleuee 

with your system, reoreaalsationtioe 

this disc is for you Aire Tanguages, 

Comptions includes ,source You'll get TUG's 
codeyandimanval entire collection of newsletters, source 


interactive 
° ages for the C 
encyclopedia. Guide, A fis ig, abut 95% code & Billie for Borlands Turbo series 


eaiciss Parscal.. 285 
Pfouted $n 44BSD, and all but a few files fl avseal- 285 files 
from the kernal, The system is almost fm flo ¢ and Ct Pee eb Sle 


cs . files about Pascal, and 2160 files of pro- 
eniely ANSL.C @ IEEE POSIX 1003 srnang utnes for varous nein 


890 files ready to ru, 


COMPTONS INTER- 
ACTIVE ENCYCLOPE- 
DIA £14.99 


The latest ver- 
sion (3.0) of 


CD90 GOLD MEDIAL 5 
£9.99 


DOS Programs, 
Au BBS, 


is an interpreted language optimized for 
scanning text information, and printing 
reports based on 
the extracted info. 
An excellent lan 
guage for man’ 
Management tasks, 
You get mirrors of 
over a dozen Perl 
arcs, the sources 
Pearl4 
ee 036) and Pearls. 
also get source or binary 
‘over 40 platforms. 


Borland Interna-tion 
recognised the Game Killer is the 
The Ultimate tool for 
includes 


Installation and 


Have you ever 
played a game and 
got as far as you 
possibly could’ but 
did not finish!??._ Is the frustration real 
worth it, The Game Killer helps you be 
the most popular games on the marl 


ork, Programming, 
Religion, Spread 
Sheets, | Music, 
Archiving, 


‘xt Processors, Games from Apogee, 
and other top companies. 


CD16! WORLD OF 
FLIGHT £9.99 


Enjoy an enter- 
ning & infor- 
mative look at 
“The world of 
Flight Simulate 


cbRoM feces 


CDI59 WORLD OF 
LANGUAGES £9.99 


The ultimate col- 
lection of dictionar- 
ies, thesauruses, 
word process-ors, 
word checkers, and 
lessons in 


SCIENTIFIC & TECHINAL £24.99 


CD106 - This CD isintended for the Regnical and socal 
user who does not want to, wade throu of games, 
\d the like Jooking for wear you wants. 

ually all available technical and scien- 

& Windows plus 

Inch id aa extensive software 


CD126 AMAZINS 
ANIMS £12.99 
Wow! 200 files of 


the latest CAD- 
endered anima- 
4 Chi 


CD130 INTERNET 
INFO £14.99 


CD027 SPACE & 
ASTRONOMY £19.99 


1a ot 
satin 


operating system: 
Includ-ed are the 
entire Simtel 20 German, Fri q 
CPM/M BBSs and the collections of Italian, Spanish, 

CP/M community leaders. * Assem- [MM Greek, Russian and 

blers, compilers, code libraries, and pro- any, many more. 

gramming tool * Editor, word proc Includes the latest spell checkers & word 
sors, and other application software. processors available, 

‘System and application utilities, archive. 


is roid 
computer network astronauts, NASA 
linking thousands here's handy 
of versi viewers to browse 


Communications, veh 

and advanced oT, electronic, en; 
Tracing and mo hin 

and stats, acta 


‘omputer 
ring, CAM, Ray 
Ham Radio, Math 
medical, and 


Ritvecqunice 
y-free 3D elipart. Animations Inclu 
Swimming fish, Bones and muscles, 
's and Morphing. 


pécialist utilit flight Simulator ever r 


Sheri S 
purpose WP systems and much more. 


PCG642 ALIENS ADDON (DOOM) 
Gives you 8 levels with 5 new monsters, new 
graphics, new music and new nightmares for all 
who play (3) 

PCG647 STARWARS (AB) 

Sound patch adds sounds from thé ir Wars tril- 
ogy. Contains the deathstar level and Storm 
Trooper graphics 

PCG673 AUDIO STUDIO v1.09 

The ULTIMATE sound editor for DOOM! Easy 
to use gral hical interface! Add sounds with the 
touch of the button!, 165 pre-selected .wavs or 
add you own. (3) 


PCG681 WEAPONS & MONSTERS 
NEW collection of MONSTERS, StarTrek 
(BORG), LetterMan, Eyeballs. WEAPONS, 
GUN into a FLAME 
THROWER, Super GUNS. 
PCG713 DOOM 2 THE EDITOR 
Editor for DM2. also a collection of new utilities 
PCG829 10 NEW LEVELS 
w episode full of traps, puz- 
istered required. Req Wolfenstien 
PCG832 CITADEL OF SORROW 
Now updated for use with DOOM 2! Takes place 
in a Medieval Castle with highly detailed 
of hidden passage 
Touches 
PCG836 FOOT HILLS OF HELL 
If you think that you are a good Doom? playe 
then you will love this series of PWAD fil 
have only one piece of advice for you. RUNI!"!! 
and don't cry if you forgot to save often 


PCG842 GRENADE/PISTOL/CROSS 
BOWS V1.66 

Patch for DooM that among other things includes 
a Hand, Grenades, Pistol and a Crossbow 
PCG846 PAC-MAN DOOM 

Patch for DOOM. latest arrivals from Inter- 
Dimensional Gateway. PacMen have invaded 


PCG854 6 ADD-ONS 4 DOOM 2 
from an unknown galaxy has sent his minions to 
Earth, & guess who has to stop them? 


PCG869 EDMAP V1.3! 
Map Editor that supports Doom, DM2 / Heretic 


PCG872 DOOM2 PATCH VI.9 
This Patch Only Works with Doom 2 version 
1.7a. It will not work with any other version 


PCG873 DOOM PATCH VI.9 
This patch only works with the registered version 
of Doom y1.666. Will not work with any other 


PCG0877 DOLOCAUST DOOM 

Will replace all the human dude's with Baby 
Dolls! Blast their head off! Churn out their eyes! 
But it’s just the beginning! Watch for Dolocaust 
where you can 

PCG0878 BARFIGHT WAD 

Jon Stern, Thanx, Happy Drinking and shooting 


PCG0880 CASTLE OF DEATH 
Kentz Castle of Death for DOOM 2, This is 
Levels for Reg’d DOOM2! 
PCG0881 CHOOK DOOM V2.2 
for DOOM & II. Imagine your wandering around 
hell or carth depending on Which DOOM ya 
play with and all of a sudden a 6 foot tall 
chicken jumps out 
PCG0882 CITADEL OF SORROW 
s place in a Medieval Castle with highly 
Boies rooms,lots of hidden passages,some puz- 
and other nice touches, An Interactive 
Torture Chamber! 
PCG0883 MK DOOM (CRINGE) 
BLOODY graphics! Check out the new Double- 
bladed Chains aw, or the gold Chat 
et Launcher. Beware new charg 


some puzzles and 


PCG0884 DOOM II MAPS 
32 LEVELS!!! All the secrets & monsters 
PCG0885 DM CONSTRUCTION KIT 
Edits DOOM, DOOM 2, and HERETIC maps. If 
you thought 1.0 was cool, check this out 
PCG0886 CONTROL CENTRE V3.3 
NEW! Supports DOOM 1.666 Run single /serial 
modem /network games. Mouse-driven user 
interface. 
PCG0887 DEEP V6.13 
is a DOOM Enhanced Editor Program for editing 
DOOM and DOOM II HeeP V6.13 is a 
HERETIC Enhanced Editor Program for editing 
ERETIC levels Both are complete rewrites and 
cement and extension of 
PCG0888 DEU II (V1.0) 
Doom Editor Utility for DIL! Hell on Earth 
this DEU ONLY with the new DOOM2.W 
from DooM II. Make use of all new textures, 
monsters 


PCG0889 DOOM GOLD Ill 
Replaces DOOM sounds & music 
PWAD format! Requires Sound Blaster, 
compatible. 


PCG0890 DOOM GOLD 4 

This is THE FIRST sound/lighting PWAD to be 
created exclusively for use with commercial 
DOOM II Hell On Earth! This changes a few of 
the sounds in DOOM-II with BETTER sounds, 
and it turns the light on too! 


PCG089I THUD! FOR DOOM 
PCG0892 THUD2 FOR DOOM2 


New levels from scratch excey sey s 17/18, were 
converted over from CHRISK.WAD for Doom. 
The official companion to tiv DE, picking up 
where THUD! left off 
PCG0894 DOOM GOLD 5 
Try the ¢ straight first, then go ahead plug 
one of these in for a butt-kicking good time! 
PCG0895 KENTZ LABYRINTH | 
Complete Episode w/nine levels. There are 3 new 
demos, & some added Sound. (there's allot of 
action in the maps floors/ceilings will block you 
r passing thru areas). Levels are big enough 
for everybody 


PCG0896 STAR WARS / DOOM? (2) 
PCG0898 EDMAP 


Software enables users to create or modify maps 
used in the virtual-reality game DOOM &DM IL 


PCG0899 FIRESTORM FOR DOOM 


Use 
D 


Now in 
SB16 or 


s combination and enter the 
Slug it out with 
competitors and a fare horde of enemies. 


PCG090! HITCHHIKERS GUIDE TO 
THE GALAXY MEETS DOOM 

samples from the Hitch Hikers Guide to the 
Galaxy Radio series. sound effects were literally 
ground-breaking, with many of them taking d 


PCG0902 UPDATED JCM2 EPISODE 
ew graphics, sounds, levels AND music!! 
and 260+ hours of new thing: 
you've R seen for DOOM. visual effects 
ing floors & walls 
PCG0903 ey BOYS / DOOM 
erk st sounds. Hope you enjoy! 
ine fleeces explicit language 


PCG0905 MI6-DOOM VI.0/ poem 

is an add on patch for 1.2. You must have v 

for this patch to work. repla 

5 fockeiiauncherstolacmarcnnel 
M16 rifle: 


PCG0906 PWADDER V1.0 
The best PWAD player yet. Manages 160 pwads. 

wes 160 different games Plays demos, Skill 
Level, Delete, Read Text.Auto-warp to corr 
eaieadesraGMM GuscireHulcamornepiRAM 
required for DOOM v1.2 8 meg. 


PCG0907 RETURN TO CASTLE 
WOLFENSTEIN 

Replaces first 10 maps of Doom2 

is a revision of the doom! Episode | replat 
PCG0908 SHRINE / WARRIORS 

You begin right next door to hell in a twisted 
chamber used by hell spawn as a portal to the 
human realms. You venture beyond the portal to 
find... The shrine is a large complex that pays 
tribute to the hell spawn. a cross between an art 
museum and a mausoleum. Req Doom 2 


PCG0909 TOONDOOM 

Funniest add-on to ever hit DOOM. It changes 
about 200 of the graphics files and many of the 
sound files to change into a game guaranteed to 
make you bust a gut 


PCG0910 TRILOGY (3 LEVELS: 

Tired of those 100s of amateuristic bad looking 

les, which are often stuffed with more 

BUGS than monsters?!? Then get this one 
RIGHT NOW! REG v1.666 rec. 


PCGO09I1 STAR TREK - INVASION 
(NCC-1701-D) has been attacked by aliens from a 
group called the Underworld Alliance. They sur- 
rounded the ship with a nebula-like energy cloud 
rendering our phasers and photons useless. 


PCG0912 WADPACK 3 

Isa range of very. very large doom & doom 2 lev- 

els this one is no exception, as it is over 3Mb in 

size (unzipped) 

PCG0913 RAVEN DOOM? LVL (1-7) 

Support for all 5 skill levels. superb DEATH: 
CH level, well placed monsters, use of all 

three keys, can be completed with out cheating, 

excellent texture alignment, great open areas and 

windows for attacking. 


PCG0914SCUM TREK 
For Reg 1.2. Just why the Enterpri 
with Imps and Cacodemons no-one knows? 


PCGO9I5 MONSTERS i and WAS 


wing 


PCG0916 WADMAN V1.03 

Convert ALL of Your DOOM 1.2 stuff to 
DOOM? Features: Build Custom PWADs con- 
taining MAPxx levels for DOOM2 from DOOM 
1.2 or 1.6 PWADs. s 

made for DOOM 1.2 or 1.6 

PCG092I DOOM MAP SONVERIE: 
MAPCONV wadname oldmap newmap ‘wad. 
name’ : a PWAD file (the \WAD extension 
append if necessary) ‘oldmap" : the old map 
name ‘newmap’ : guess :) Checking is done for 
valid PWADs and map names, so 

anything too disastrous. This progi 

with DOOM and DOOM II PWADs and map 
names (but not iWADs, don’t be suicidal). 


PCG959 DM2CONV V2.0 

BEST WAD_ CONVERTER! Convert 
DOOM/DOOM? wads to run with DOOM2 or 
HERETIC. Iperconfigurable. Powerful object 
substitution! PUBLIC DOMAIN with sources. 


NEW CDROM CALLED 


- COMING SOON - 
FOR ONLY 
Pre-order for only 


EMULATORS 


Reva SPECTRUM GAMES (4) 
's four disks filled to the brim with loads of 
spectrum games. re quires resisted version 


PCV452 C64 EMULATOR v1.0 (AB) 


386 or better PC you can now load, 
Demos to work ju 
faster than the original machine, 
facledes all original sounds 
PCV568 C64 GAMES 1&2 
This disk contains a selection of games to work 
with the Commodore 64 emulator. (2) 


PCV716 AMSTRAD CPC 

CPC 464/6128/CPC emulator. req 386/ VGA. 
PCHI77 EXECUTOR v1.2 

Is a Macintosh emulator for the PC, Executor can 
read and write Macintosh formatted HD disks as 
well as run Macintosh | programs 
386+4Mb.VGA and a mouse. (2) 


PCV795 SPECTRUM EMULATOR v3 
If you want to run your old spectrum software on 
your PC then thi 


PCV826 PC-DRAGON EMU, 
Tandy CoCo II Emulator & Tools Fri 
sion for IBM PC, 1994 by PAUL BURGIN 


PCV827 ZX8| EMULATOR 


Yes its the original home computer emulator 


PCV83l PC-DRAGON EMU V1.02 

A Dragon emulator for IBM PC's and compati- 
ble's. This program allows you to use your 
Dragon or Tandy CoCo games and applications 
software without the need to clutter up your desk 
with more than one computer. 


GAMES 
PCG81I2 BOPPIN V1.0 (AB) 


In an alternate *arcade game* universe, y 
free dozens of imprisoned enemies from other 
video ach level has unique VGA graph- 
ics in this unusu: ne. Violence mode provid- 
ed. Cool animation & cinematic. MIDI music & 
digital sound for all popular cards 


PCG8I4 GOBMAN V1.0 

is a pacman clone with a few nice twists. Collect 
bombs, chests, and special red dot to use against 
the monsters 


PCG8I5 DARKWOLF 

Action game with awesome 256 colour VGA 
graphics, digital sound, digital music, 32-bit par- 
allax scrolling, and more!” The play control ind 


If you hav 


As the king's wizard, 
ni Keep ingdom from bein 
iarawaiintolenealkwarabunbeware:Grondall 
Morrison is out to shorten your lifespan! 


PCG818 MICE MOVES V1.0 

Maneuver your funny animated mice to the other 
side of the’ board in a battle of strategy and pure 
logic fun. Make your mice move by using your 
referee mouse to push your players into strategic 
positions to block your opponent from reaching 
your side of the board. 


PCG8I9 PAKO (VGA) 
f erfect eis to the Pac-Man style 

0 | and new ghosts or shall 
and lots of bonus food. 


PCG824 FLYING TIGERS (AB) 


is a fast paced shoot-em up game with multiple 


1 into-the middleiof 
1942, where the techno bosses are starting a tech- 
nology transfer to the Japanese Empire 


ReGszs VGA WAR GAMES 
played on a map of the world, divided 
up into more than 180 nations & over 306 cities 


PCG833 CLASH OF SPEARS 
Battle up to four different play s awesome 
320x200x256 colour MCGA Wargame simulator! 


PCG834 DESCENT (AB) 

Shareware v1.1 by Parallax Software & Interplay 
Productions TMapped 3D 6 deg. of 
freedom, light source shading, 3D morphing! 
Multiplayer 8 player IPX aewwork, full 
modem serial games, Killer soundtrack! 


PCG837_ GALAGA ‘94 V2.1 

1994 by APSS AUSTRIA The good old ‘Space 
Invaders’ style shoot-em-up game. (Req. i286+). 
PCG838 GAZILLIONAIRE (ABC) 


(an adventure/strategy game in outer space!). 


PCG84I PORTS OF CALL 2 
Shareware version. Excellent real life simulation. 
Buy ships, sell ships, make lots of cash 
PCG844 MEL ODIUS 6 STRING 
SEARCH 
is an animated, 3-D graphic adventure in which 
you play the role of Mel Odius, an up-and-coming 
jeunes guitarist who is about to get that big break. 
ie has a small problem, though, The problem is 
that his guitar has been stolen! Your objective is 
to help Mel find his guitar. 


PCG845 MYSTERIES OF ORIENT 
A collection of ancient puzzles. Excellent graph- 
ics. Requires VGA and Windows 3.1, New Zone 


PCG847 PEA-ESP!2 (VGA) 
copyrighted D hareware by Triple-U 
oftware’ This game explores ESP (Extra 

Perception) phenomena in an interesting, 
ind scientifically valid way. It is 
citing and challenging for ‘all ages 

ary i. soa check- tool 


participate in 
End scbre well enough. Req 386+ 


pees QUEST FOR NECRONOMI- 


fr. Middle Age is here! This package takes you 
in the middle of medieval world” Your are a fear- 
less Mage-Fighter, whose quest is to save the 
hand find the | t book of Necronomicon. 
SOTAL CONVERSION"! 
PCG850 ROYAL VIDEO POKER 3 
3 a full featured draw poker program that has 
Jacks or Better, Joker Poker, and Deduces Wild. 
It also has High/Low double up and Triple Draw 
options. Music and speech are available to those 
with Sound Blaster cards. Also, you can save 
multiple game and play statistics. 


PCG851 SPACE SHADES 
is a 3D space flight sim game that places you in 
the cockpit of a Space Cruis 


ose SEACE NIGHTMARE (VG) 
f ame, take your favourite ship & 
lane and in the space. Smooth 
scrolling in all directions. Animation at 60 
frames per second! 


PCG853_ TAKING CARE BUSINESS 
Brain bending puzzles and awesome Super VGA 
will keep you busy d erhaps 
decades in this lat ¢ from wo onlite 
Software. Guide our hero, Demolisher Dirk, 
through this amazing strategic adventure! 


PCG855_ THE LAST RESORT (TLR) 
is a Deathmatch only episode: for Doom v1.666. 
It replaces all nine levels of episode 2, and con: 
tains new graphics, sounds, music, demos. 


PCG856 CARD GAME SAMPLER | 

d game programs from Tommy's Toys for 
aspiring Earthling card sharks of all ages from 8 
to adult! Old Maid, 21, Cribbage, Gin, Pol 
Tuxedo (Faro, Baccarat), Spades, Hearts, Crazy 
8s: Binochles Canasta: itchy Casing, Red Dog 
Double Patience.works with any PC 


PCG860 U.F.O 
The Card Game, A high powered UNO clone 
with VGA graphics and digital talking alien oppo- 
nents! Adlib, SoundBlaster, and Internal Speaker 
supported for dig and 286 
required. 640k i and 386 or 
better recommended. available to 
expand UFO, replacement desktops 
PCG861 ULTIZURK III (ABC) 
The pallariastey 's Quest VL.1 - A top/down view 
RPG game. Req: Dos 5.0, 2Meg Ram, 386/16 or 
higher, VG 
PCG864 GREAT ULTIZURKIAN 
UNDER-WORLD V5.0 
Final - A world -simulation RPG Game. 
Dos 5.0, 2Meg Ram, 386/16 or higher, VGA 
PCG866 ROBOT BATTLE VI. 
Can you design a robot to best all ¢ 
your robot must have better tactics, 
‘and adaptability than all others. Can 
you out think and out gun your opponents? This 
is the place to find out! Watch your ANIMATED 
robots come to life and battle it out 


PCG870 SOKOBAN94 

A Game Of Forethought & Strategic Design by 
Jim Radcliffe Sokoban is Japanese for warehouse 
man Push all boxes n the board to the designated 
storage positions before time runs out, You can 
only push one box ata time. Be careful you don’t 
push a box into a corer. 


PCG871 CLASH OF SPEARS 

by Sorcerer Productions! Battle up to four differ- 
ent players in this awesome 320x200x256 colour, 
Wargame sim 


PCG874 SPIROTRIS V1.2 
Strategical and fast-paced gam 
fill row lumns and diagonals Use bombs to 
get rid of those blocks. Progress through the 
zame and discover a picture in the background. 
Modex, VGA, sound, animation 
PCG0917 VINYL SODDESS 7 MARS 
The Vinyl Goddess” space ship has crash landed 
ona forbidden planet. Can you guide this beauti- 
ful goddess through dangerous and exotic loca- 
tions in order to free herself from the planet. 
sexy arcade action in ths new 
release from UNION LOGIC that will blow your 
mind at 70 frames per second. 


BESO3 IS BLASTEROIDS 3-D 

t 3-D space sim in which you must shoot your 
ce chrousitaleetiestofasteroidibelts It requires 
lightning fast reflexes and a sha 
make your way through.  Hosti 
patrollin; It, and their energ 
ish you 


Req: 


Drop blocks to 


spac 
blasts can fin- 
ich out. 


PCG0919 POD 1.32 

Move your POD around a network of coloured 
tracks to remove them, but avoid falling off or 
being stranded 


PCG0920 MORAFF’S DUNGEONS OF 
THE UNFORGIVEN 

This stunning dungeons and mon: 
tains 25 levels of the most realis DB imaging 
ever ‘n in a computer game! Battle monsters 
ranging from groups of flying creatures to groups 
of female warriors, to water creatu ho inhabit 
flooded sections of the dungeon! 


PCG0922__ RISE OF THE TRIADS 
(ABC) [HD] 


areware by A 0} 


game con- 


Software ROTT will 
y in the world lining up 
just to drool over it Mag. Requires 
386DX+, 4Megs RAM & video. 

PCG0925 Z-BLAST 

Lotto Number Optimization Tool is designed to 

rovide an 1o-do method of cr ting YOUR 
lotto. number selections. Z-BLAST does NOT 
require you to maintain confusing, time consum- 

g databa You also don’t have to know 
wl ich numbers are hot, cold, due, etc: 


PCG0926 JAZZ PACERABE Ii XMS 

This is an all-new CHRISTMAS EDITION of 

Jazz Jackrabbit, the breakthrot PC thriller that 
st Arcade Game 0 ear! 100% New 


PCG0927__ FIVE HUNDRED V6.2 
This program plays the popular card game of S00. 
You can choose your style of play, as well 
tomise for local rules and MIS 

has animation and a voice 


colours can be customised. 


PCG0929 BASKETBALL STATS 
Analyse and print complete individual, team, and 
opponent basketball statistics. Save data for up to 
45 teams game: 
team. Spreadsheet 
calculations. Include! 


per team 
le entry, automatic percent 
point goals, total 

tempted, percent), 
locked shots, recover- 


lefined categories. 
PCG0930 BATTLE CHARGE V1.03 F 


is a two-player game played with two se 
g (red vs. blue) neutral and charged 

me ends when a char; cue e cap- 

6 or later 


PCG0931_ ADVE OF CYBERBOX 

A VGA logic/strategy game! The object is to 
from each of 15 rooms, as efficiently as 

hing and pulling boxes around 


by p 
of options and features! 


PCG0932 CHINESE CHECKERS 
Game v2.3 1-Apr-95. 6 computer or human pl: 
ers. Animated marbl ‘m to jump of 

: Mouse, Windov 
New Product 1992 


PCG0933_ CLICK-IT 

is a graphic item search and select game. A vari- 
ely of pictures, maps or other graphic images are 
displayed in each game. Clues consisting of defin- 
itions, words, or phrases prompt the player to find 
items in the image. 


PCG0934_ COLOUR CROSS 

is a unique, abstract and Kinetic two-player colour 
strategy game whose objective is to freeze all of 
your opponent's pieces. Requires: 8086 series 
CPU, 300K free RAM. VGA 


PCG0935 COLOURS V3.0 

has been found to be very therapeutic. It’s intent 
was for children, we found also, folks of all ages 
are fascinated with its simplicity. People | to 80 
become addicted. 


PCG0943. GAMEHELP 

Golf Handicapping and Player Statistics allows 
you to maintain a history of your golf gami 
GameHelp now calculates handicaps for 9 and 18 
hole rounds as well as many other statistics for an 
unlimited number of golfers. Great for monitor- 
ing the progress of your game. 


PCG0944_ ULTIMATE GIN V4.44 
Animated, interactive Gin Simulation. Choose 
standard Gin or one of two versions of Oklahoma 
Select Hollywood scoring if desired. Adjust 
cores. Registered users can play up to 40 
S per mate! w match with any 
player at any time. A unique c: 
you to see your hand in melds at a glance. 
for each hand are recorded and recaflable. 
PCG0946 SOLITAIRE SUITE VI.12 
Featuring 7 of the very best solitaire card game: 
ach with a smooth and elegant graphical us 
interface. Includes Calculation, Concentration, 
Idiot's Delight, Midnight Oil, Monte Carlo, 
Osmosis, and Royal Cotillion. 


PCG0947_ K-CHESS V2.0 
an instructional Chess program which shows its 
calculations as it works tures various types 
of hints and help such as showing the best line of 
attack for several moves ahead, One- 
layer and autoplay modes. Move undo and redo. 
Fully keyboard or mouse controlled. Games can 
be printed and saved to disk 


PCG0948 LAS VEGAS CRAPS 

is an EGA/VGA Las Vegas craps game for one or 

two people. This 1s a game for beginners as well 
s the experienced gambler. It allows ev 

permissible in a real casino. It includes complete 

statistical information, a screen blanker and a host 

of other features, 


PCG0949_ PLEASURES SOLITAIRE 
Eight new and traditional solitaire card games. 
Slick mouse-driven GUI interface, full- 

with lots of customizable options. Requires E 

or VGA and a mouse. Shareware by Randy Rasa. 


Beso720 SCHTKR V1.2 

caryFish world editing util.” Many options. 
ea ¢ your own worlds. Stock fishing holes or let 
computer stock them. Worlds can have up to 32 
species from a list of over 40. Extensive docu- 
mentation. Includes 2 example files, test mode, 
screen saver, best worlds contest rules, and more! 
Keywords: games sports fishing S sh PMP 
Freeware lite version of Make Your Own Worlds. 


PCG953_ HORROR BLITZ 

War strategy that a 's your ability to van- 
quish your opponents. You are a great géneral ata 
time when peace is out of the question 


Pers DIAMOND 

fast paced VGA game that combines both 
extreme arcade style reflexes and puzzle solving 
strategy. our objective is to retrieve a set number 
of diamonds from fifteen different levels 


PCG960 EAST FRONT 

1914 v1.0 strategy wargame. Boardgame styl 

operational level, DOS game covering the first 3 
months of WWI on the eastern front. Needs 286, 
Meg expanded memory, 590k free RAM, VGA. 
386 recommended. Forgotten Fronts Simulations 


SUPER SPEED VI.1 
speedy car racing game delivers pure action 
for up to four players: Challenge yout Friends or 
compete agains the computer's drivers. Eventful 
with all the obstacles you usually prefer not 
to find in feal life driving, Requires: 386+. VG 


PCG968__MR. EDD’S THOROUGH- 
BRED LONG-SHOTS 

is a step by step guide to handicapping long-shots 
in thoroughbred horse races. It establishes basic 
ground rules and provides a long-shot. A re} 
card allows you to document and compare se 

ed long-shot contenders. 


Scores 


PCG976 TEEN AGENT 

First class point-and-click animated graphic 
adventure p Beautiful graphics p Rotoscoped, 
game characters b Over 20000 frames of anima: 
tion, Multi-c el digitised soundtrack, Over 
100 sound effects Ps a cool humour 
286/386/486/Pentium,MS OS's 5.0 or better,V 

PC Speaker/Covox/AdLib: SoundBlaster/Gravis. 


PCG98I| BREAK MACHINE V1.00 
Enjoy the new 320*400 Challenge, Destroy 
Monsters and Bricks with your X-PAD OI Ship. 
Vga, SoundBlaster, Adlib) 


PCG984_ GLADIATOR ARCADE 

GAME V1.00 

A Real-time, overhead arcade game. ny orts 
0x200x256 color graphics and Sound Blaster 

compatible sound. Lead a team of warriors 

through a variety of scenarios, defeating all other 

teams in mortal battle 


PCG988 LOST IN SPACE 
Skunny in a rework of the clas 
come of the weirdest aliens 
game from Copysoft fea- 
Twin laser power, 
Sound 
nooth horizontal scrolling, 
-k, Gravis pad support 
PCG989_ NFL FORECASTER v4.0D 
Using ONLY scores. it ranks teams & predicts 
& spreads of NFL g 
reports. 8 categories 
¢ on-line help. customized. Install 
m. Accuracy increased in version 4.0d 
equires only 15 minutes per week. Sports, 
handicapping, football, gambling. 


PCG990 SCORCHED EARTH VI.5S 
256 color VGA artillery game that allows up to 
10 players to blow each other to bits. Tons of 
configurable options including weapons, defense 
mechanisms, weather, economics, etc. Can also 
be played by one person against various 


PCG99I SPACE STATION ESC V1.5 
is a DOOM style 3D game with digital music and 
sound. (Roy L-Sr. Person) (Reg. 20) (2) 
PCG993 _SUPERPOWER$ 95 
tion of powerful lottery tools designed to 
you in consistently winning combinations. 


PCG994_ ZOOM | 3-D (AB) 

is a Wolfenstein like game wherein you are 
secret army agent, George Zoom, trying 
criminal fortress. (Gary Acord) (Reg. Fee S20) 


PCG996 BAD TOYS V1.0 

Tibo Software is a high-speed 3D scrolling 

ike Wolfenstein 3D) for Windows 3.1 ani 

Win95. Requires 386 or higher 
PCG997 BOXES V5.0 
Fun, challenging, and addictive puzzle game for 
windows, Eliminate colored crates by maneuver- 
ing and dropping boxes on them. But, watch out 
for falling stones. Smarts are more important 
than speed. It’s not as easy as it looks! 


PCG998 TERRACE (WIN) 

is an exciting 3-D board gam The object of this 
game is to move your marked T playing piece to 

the lowest square on the oppo: le of the 

board or capture your computer opponent's 


PCG999_ WORD SEARCH CON- 

STRUCTION KIT V2.0 

features the unique ability to make puzzles in fun 
apes with over 25 predefined puzzle shapes 

(circles, apples, hearts, etc) with the ability to cre- 

ate unlimited ney Up to 30 x 30 in size 


PCG1000 CARIBBEAN STUD POKER 
Is a casino poker game for Windows. You must 
e before any cards are dealt, then you and the 
ch. If you think your 
¢ dealer's hand, then you bet. 

Requires VBRUN300 


PCGI001 TERMINAL VELOCITY (2) 
NEW CDROM CALLED 


* PCG DISKS 1-100! * 
FOR ONLY 
Pre-order for only 


UTILITY DISKS 


PCV800 FINGER MAPS VI.01 
is 9 objectoriented drawing package supplement- 
ed with a comprehensive data- base of world geo- 
graphical coordinates. It can serve as a stand- 
alone object drawing program, a world map 
maker or simply a PCX paint image file 
PCV809 SCI-FI BASE 
is a reference fot ence fiction & fantasy movie 
buffs. It lists over 1000 movies. You can ac 
the database by title, year, cast member, director 
or search the text 
PCV813 FOR YOUR EYES ONLY V2 
FYI is a. complete but simple Personal Address 
Book It features an elegant inface with pull down 
menus. Context sensitive on-line help 
Function_Menu,and much more. 
PCV814 JUST VOICE 
is a voice recognition program. Requires a Sound 
Blaster compatible sound card with microphone: 
Features programmable patterns, instrument 
Q ment ( ©), More percussion instrument 
Now works better with Sound Blaster compat. 
bles, improved stereo! 
PCV820 EASY BACK r v3 
Compre u a Backyy 
ups. It 
as an 
ck 


pcvas2 ANIPAINT PRO V4.4 (WIN 
Paint and Animate 150+ tools. Faster Saving 25 

colours Resolutions from 320x200 to 
2048x1024. Make animated movies, Games, 
Presentations etc, Complete Documentation and 
Demos.. Bitmap & Vector graphics with Clip Art 
and Obj ‘ont edi Font Capture, Capture 


PD & SHAREWARE 
The disks contained within this advert 
are-Public Domain or shareware untess 
otherwise stated, Please remember tha 
ibe ‘ost you pay us is only for the dublica- 
n_and handling costs incurred. 
ike programs contained on th 
ahs at the programs ar 
like it 
ri oprams are cut-dow 
programs or time related 


You can of course send ya 
ither of our address, but’ ple; 
use the 1 Bryant Avenue Address, 
cdroms you can also cheek you local ‘deal: 
ply write down the disk numbers 
nd enclosed a cheque, postal 
1 number with expiry date 


(switch, ‘with sue number) and sent the 


alettes, Undo/Redo ¥ 
“urves, Magnetic Lit 
ybrfind intelliy 


PCV833 SCREEN THIEF [WIN] V 
The ultimate capture system for Windc 
Features include: Up to 8 user defined cap 
coniieutstions each with hot-key invo: 
Capture from desktop, active window, ai 

application, defined area and clip board: S. 
capture to disk, printer, clipboard or MDI ¥ 
dow: Zoom in/out; Crop image: o] 
reduction; Page preview, BMP, RLE, GI 
TIFF file formats 


PCV839 VPIC V6.IE 

VPIC is a file viewer/converter for F 
and Super VGA display adopters 
urable for your di ising @ plain 
configuration file and the Be Cc} 
FIG and CVIP configuration programs 


PCV841 LOTTOMATIC 

is the best lottery tracking & gaming softwag 

the business. Store up to 30,000 plays 

statistical reports... let LottoMATIC pi 

numbers or pick your own. High- sole opt 
extremely easy to use, many functr 
elp, supports virtually all lotteries. 


PCV842_ MOD4WIN V2.12 

is a player for digital music modules on PC 
ning Windows, ‘Supports MST, MOD, W 
OKT, STM, 83 oo 


Cut_& Paste 
. Gradient 
Disk 


Palette: 


‘AR, and MTM moc 
k oe rates. 8 and 16 bit sa 
depth mono, stereo. 
PCV843_ MELODY MASTER V2.5 
Create, edit, and play music on your PC spe 
Graphical inte! face with staff. Over 140 mel 
ca 
e 
+ Suppane cl CGAHerc/EGA/VGA 


pcva44 MIDI MACHINE (WIN) \ 
1994 Excel Progs/TOW Devel. WAV and 
layer/file manager! Random, Forw 
ackward, Continuous, Shuffle Pla 

load: save Ay S imations dan 

sound! node taking 

of the ae yet keeping functions, auto} 

after drag&drop sound selection, new icon 


PCV845 STORY MAKER+ VGA V 
New VGA version of Storymaker+, Multir 
schools i 
storybooks w/ar 


ed piano f 
fonts.book editor ‘640K, HD mouse 
POVad) POWERRIPS V3.0 
NEW: Custom scanning _ lets you 
pe of file, and smart extraction/cleanu 
MODs and 669 RIP will ri 
S 


669s, PSM 
Sibe, ‘GI s, VO! BM 
from dem 
Has an easy to use interfa 


PCV848 SCREAM TRACKER 


PCV849 BWSB V1.02 
Bells, Whistles, & Sound Boards is a new 
library for adding 100% digital music and 
effects to your games and demos. This is 
y test drive Version of the library with 
channel limit and sound oliect pls ing dis 
sounds are written in optimized 38: emt 
PCV850 UNIVERSAL UU el 
Create custom instal S 
gramming featuring: greater 0 
on, modifications to ANY file, view 
batch file to run your sof 
iT TOL 
Provides all the tools nec ary to develop) 
fessional installation in minutes 


NEW CDROM CALLED 


* PCG DISKS 1-1000 * 
FOR ONLY 
Pre-order for only 


TEK DISKS 


TEKO02 C COMPILERS 

68000 C Compiler is an optimizing C cc 

for the Motorola 68000 processors and is m¢ 

educational purposes. You can learn a Io 

writing a compiler. 

TEKO009 A86 MACRO ASSEMBI 

Now with INCLUDE files, listings, no | 

size of source files, fwd refs in mplex 
E D operand, default ORG END in! 


TEKOI2 ARTIFICIAL INGEEEICS 

AL-Tutor, Alphanet, The Brain v1.2s, DE 

v1.0, Elmer v1.0, 2.1, Expert 

Cognitive Map, Public Domain Neural § 
. XLisp, XXXPert 


TEK060 VIRTUAL REALITY ™ 
Sprites editor, & designer for fractal tree 
walls. All the features you now find in 
commercial & shareware programs, Mov 
a scenery as in a virtual world. 
INTERACTIVE 3D TOO! 
¢ interactive 3D programs in ( 
ate MS-DOS or MS Window 
cations include royalty-free ¢ 
tion, high ure mapping of wall: 
ceilings, lighting effects, auto- mapping, ¢ 
exture maps and more 
TEK066 C TUTORIAL 
Is a C tutorial book-on-disk. C++ Tutor] 
series of 14 lessons teaching C++ progran, 
TEK073 MSDOS INTERRUPT LIST, 
Release 43. A Comprehensive listing of | 
calls, both documented and undocu 
Contains over 6550 entries (plus more 
tables) in INTER43A to INTER43C. 
sion programs to create hypertext data 
well as other miscellaneous programs. 


Helps c 
be used to 


order off. all order: 
within 24 hours of dis 


Please make cheque: 
sta: ders outto P DSOFT. h 
f £10.00 on all ¢ 
heques drawn 
Cleared ord 


~ For £10.00 
For £17.00 
For £21.00 
For £30.00 


10 Disks 
10 Disks 
25 Disks 


CDI81 CBM 64 SENSATIONS 


CD1I80 SPECCY SENSATIONS 2 £! 9.99 


Its truly a multiplatform CDROM with Emulator's for various 
computer types such as The Amiga. Atari ST, Mac and PC 
Contains some exclusive products which ONLY’ appear on this 
CD and have never been released before. You get loads of 
FAQs, Spectrum Techinal FAQs, Games lists, The modified 
spectrum ROM, Modified interface | ROM, other Modified 
ROMs, Wallpaper pictures for windows (BMP 

Workbench (.IFF), Variou 

ti 


‘nsations gives you almost 10,000 C64 Megademos with over 600Mb of soft- 
Aega Demos, Games, and utilities for the Amiga and PC computers. The ¢ 
the latest versions of emulator’s for PC and Amiga computers (also contains 
| version of the A64 Package v3.0 for any amiga with workbench 2.0 and 
workbench & the latest version of Frodo). The Work done here will not onl: 
su months of transfer time but take you on a trip back in time to when the 64 
ag. We garuantee you that you not have seen many of these amazing Mega 
as a high amount have not been on general release before. Our C64 experts e le aps, F J 
ent months of fruitful work preparing this CDROM, converting files from disk, searching through : ple avons 
met sites, taking to forgotten programmers, and Listening to the HUGE amount of sidtunes pro- as w : : 
also contains latest SidTunes!). Inside the front cover you'll find useful information on how to use 
on the PC and Amiga computers. The Amiga computers will need a copy of workbench and two 
not supplied. You'll also find many new utilities from the major internet sites (PC/AMIGA). 


CD182THE COLOUR LIBRARY £9.99 


PDSOFT 
I Bryant Avenue, Southend-On-Sea, ESSEX, 
SSI 2YD. 


Tele +44 (01702) 466933 Fax 617123 
tra Tees a eee BBS (0181) 6655629 Email: pdsoft@mymagic.demon.co.uk 


contains the latest graphical PD from all over the world, the Net and BBS 
talso contain over 1.700 clipart & colour image files divided into vanous cate- 
aid selection. The files may be “imported” into most of the popular desktop 
. viewers and word processors directly from the CDROM 
c useful utilities to enhance the performance of this disc. First 
(GIF, This allows you to view any of the images on this disc, prior to use. 
$ Photovision which 1s a full featured image manipulation and viewing tool 
tware Vision Corporation Another program which is also a firm favourite is 
Publisher which 1s a top quality desktop publisher, there are of course loads 
the most popular shareware titles on this disc and all come with full instruc 
use and where to obtain the full version if required. Categories includ: 
Bikes, Birds, Boats, Buildings, Cars, Cartoons, Cats, Computers, Dinos 
Food, Helicopters, Houses, Inserts, Maps, Medical, Men, Military, 
aytrace, Scenic, Sci-Fi, Sea, Ships, Smartart, Space, Sports, Sytar Trek, Swimsuits, Thin 


CD100 SOUND LIBRARY £19.99 


10 Mb of the best quality Public Domain 
miga and PC computers, Its th 


CD1I05 GRAPHIC SENSATIONS £19.99 


a |i its a collection of the best Graphics tools, 24bit sone Animations like the famous 
f i related z 0 L JUMPGATE (5.7Mb), The Apache 3d helicopter and the Animation 
ction of sound related software / must lal 4 Samuel Rees. A huge collection for IMAGINE Users - that will take 
MIDI files in various formats. Hundreds of Megabytes SinAsaReverse r Ss § Sonic s to look through, categories including: Anatomy, Animals, 
snt music to listen too, (or ¢ jit them to in: 5 | zs 7 ? es, Aviation, . Bot Building, Clocks, Computers, 
» your own applications), over 6.500 MODULES or Rhee ‘ SOR Land, Logos, Mise. 
Wer 1,000 VOC files, Over 1,000 WAV. fi | - 5 | Rhythms, Pop Tunes!, Low de e Nuts, ) Pi P Toys, 
ples and hundreds of ready to run music related soft- = Winter Melodies, DOOM Invasion: s. Also contains all the latest stuff from the past 3 months. Sers are 
Ss, Sequences, Applications, drivers You get over 675Mb of software and S80Mb of which are PC Mega demos in Zip format (casy dos menu sys- Tools, 
AMIGA ONL est versions of Sound Tracker, Pro Tracket tem), loads of new music modules in scream trackei 
dPlayer, Rippers, Samplers, Sound Effects Pro Wizard conv. Ps ——s pS 
PC ONLY; latest version of Whoop-it for windows, Drum Sack 
, Windows sound utilities, Trak Blaster, Accu 
Cinema, MOD4Win, Music Sculptor, Surfs UP, 


ly to run and zippe 


subjects Til ie 
and MOD formats. <a Toys, Tutorial, vehicles, Video, ViewPoint & W 


ner, and much, more! 


D178 THE HOTTEST PC GAMES £14.99 [= "ay 


Tf, the leaders in the very best public domain and shareware, announce the release of the best CD this year - 
ST PC GAMES, not only contains the latest PD from all over the country, the Aminet and BBS sources it also 


CDI79 THE HOTTEST PC UTILITIES £14.99 El a 


You get hundreds of utils including; shells, emulator's. 
tics, Braphic utils, CDROM, Tutors, anti-virus, networ' 


isk utilities, screen savers, backup/restore software, diagnos- 
, patches, drivers, music, viewers, painting, artwork and Toads 


some exclusive products which will appear on the CD before they appeared in our adverts or any other PD : more! 

advert. The interfaces have been custom-written. Select the file you want to read about, read the information x Not only does it contain the latest PD from all over the country, The Net and BBS sources it also contains some exclu- 
tk to Tee as that. Over 670MB of data. The perfect choice for a low-cost, selection of the best = sive products which will appear on the CD before they appeared in our adverts or any other PD libraries advert. The 
ire & Public Domain Games. You get our complete collection of PCG floppy disks (Disks PCG! to PCG1000) [= “ iter aces have been custom-written. Select the file you want to read about, read the information then click to de-com- 
}00 games for any PC. The software has been selected from hundreds of megabytes of software we have ress! Easy as that. Over 670MB of data. The perfect choice for a low-cost, selection of the best Shareware & Public 


PRE reccived from programmers, Software Houses BBS, and the internet. It omain Games. You get our complete collection of PCVdisks (Disks PCV1 to PCV1000) over 5,000 programs and | 

‘EME wail Hides G } includes everything you need to install & run all of the software found MJ games for any PC computer. The software has been selected from hundreds of megabytes of software we have received from programmers, 

sXe F dt a on the cdrom, You can make floppy disk sets as if you ordered the ‘oftware Houses BBS, and the internet. It includes everything you need to install & run all of the software found on the cdrom. You can make 

maiden see8 peak A) tere | disk direct from us so that you can share them with your friends. floppies as if you ordered them directly from us, so you can share them with your friends, easy instructions. Req 512K RAM & HD space. 
CD096 MUSIC WORKSHOP £19.99 CD133 PLUG-&-PLAY LINUX £19.99 


CD136 ADA (MARCH 1995) 
asic? Then you'll love WS. _If you are a beginner, will help [MJ Tired of DOS and MS Windows? Try the Plus-and-Play Linux CD, a genuine 


[music to your computer. if you are a UNIX ike 32-bit operating system with source code. Youll get the 1.1 kemel, £19.99 


CDI31 SLACKEWARE LINUX 
ional, you'll feel equally at home 7 XFree86 v2.1, Xlib/Xt X window, Tcl?Tk scripting language, Xview v3.2 
USIC 


£19.99 
a fellow musician produced the disc. esti Re eee ine fevelop enc igalee Sonate ar COU With 1200Mb of compilers, documentation, Have you ever felt frustrated because you need- 
of music related progs & pro demos, is be Ashi langu-ages, d/base, com, publishing, Games, Multi info-rmation, code, its a valuable resource for ‘ ed your MS-DOS computer to do something, but 
idible music resource for every-one. Workshop Media viewers, and MPEG video and sound. Linux any programmer. You get GWU Ada/Ed Ada you didn’t have the right software? Direct from 
a custom interactive interface that is a E ; Compiler with souce. GNAT 2.00 is the GNU the worlds busiest Internet site, the Simtel. This 
0 use. Simply point & click to enjoy a tit NYU Ada95 Translator created by the free soft- 5 : DOUBLE CDROM set will set you free from 
| i betes 


TU 


system easy to install!. XW z ware Foundation GNAT project. You II get the this frustration. Use its friendly ‘shell program 
XFree 86 3.0, Xlib/xt X Window libraries, Tel/Tk || ff sources to the latest versions of both Perl4 for easy access to 10,000 files. Find 


scripting lang: , Xview 3.2 OpenLock toolkit, i ; ; i ene 
ineeviens 341 Ci toolkit. Req 4Mb RAM. 386 oF | (4.036) and PerlS (5.0). You Il also versions For Amiga, DOS, pet spunea iniseronds aes 


Windows NT, OS/2. 


CD053 IFF CLIPART 2 


Comes in both IFF and PCX formats to cover both PC & Amiga users 


CD085 HOBBES OS/2 ARCHIVED 
- SIMTEL £7.99 animals, boys, cultur-al images. 
- CICA £12.99 


(MAR95) £9.99 
y g . Scenery, transportation, and work images. | 
- ADA £14.99 ears, cats, dinosaur’ BS, Insects, and OS/2 Re RON Wa you the largest Re 
L WW: aper and images hor: Cultural image: t, Japan, Native Americans, Polynesian, |% lection of OS/2 material within your Sp. ¢ 
STACK WARE PINE ela | Wallpaper and images | S and Persia are Er diseue Elba Vandi iintaces taclitle constantly update Hobbes (fip-os3.cdrom. com) so 
. ADIO QRZ! £7. a " nd weather. Com ewith a |e ‘ you get the fresh 2 shareware and free- 
- HOBBES (READY TO RUN) £12 ae ware. Contains updates & patches, Commercial demos 


{| fH City of OS/2, Games (Chess, Minesweeper, pol 
- PROJECT GUTENBURG £14.99 viewers & converter’s, P more), cuaplics programs (3d chart and plotting s Int pro- 
abscription service you get the cdrom the ey 


= Ps 
! e Icons and loads of em utilities, 5000+ icons, Internet connectivity aids, Unix 
3 BS, Magic Workbench 
Jas your credit card) switeh number, nam 


and EMX 09a C compil- 
ei ce TCP. 
May of dispatch req a card number with valid expiry date and issue number ‘2 software ; ‘ I service TCP/IP and 


20 CICA £14.99 CD086 HOBBES OS/2 GIGA GRAPHICS LIGHT ROMS £39.9 TEXTURES £39.99 CD012 PROJECT CD02! SIMTEL CRAFT BROTHERS 
shells, READY TO RUN £14.99 £39.99 Cb0s7 LIGHT CDIIS - 13 GIG = GUTENBURG £19.99 (MAY 1995) £9.99 £9.99 
cen | ROM - Contains |f — i mere erature such as Aesop’ Ali e ii ‘D176 - Amig. 
and all the ies are Rendy to run Giecty ff Graphs isa et ads tas ; i in Wonderiand, Maby Bick, & Farad fil fastated because Music with 9 dtop 


from the zraphic collection |i 5 su ‘ 000 2 ¢ 4 Lost historical docs such as the Magna [MM you needed your in the Ocean - 
forthe Amiga aa € eine , tures in numerous | ef: 4 3 Addresses references such as Mis-bos comput- Dancing to the 

i with more a) i file formats s Thesaurus, —— er to do something, Beat, Gabriell 

viron ¢| fl maps, & textures includ-ing IFF. g census q . but you didn't 
» q for “use with TARGA, JPEG, data, CIA World G have the right soft- 
tion of icons, bitmaps, hun- z - i a oT, TIFF and : fi Fact’ Book, & ware? Direct from ‘ 
from arcade style to ; C s sers. 12 - An fi SGI. ‘All are represented with thumbnail {i mathematical con- the worlds bu: - s be, Di ue 
‘os of commercial programs, ry d's cts, ima renderings on 640x400 index images for ff stants; religious Internet site, the Simtel. Use its friendly Girl, A wold I never 
will appreciate the source r erfect i as images seque ene ‘a easy previewing. its perfect for use with fi documents such as shell program for easy access to 10,000 The last Time. all music com- 
tools for C, CH © Cards c 3D programs like Lightwave & can be fi the Bible, & the |Iy | 2 files. Find what r posed, Arranged, Performed, Engineered 
i ae Z used to create Bump maps. Book of Mormon. Programming + General Utils. and Produced by the Craft Brothers. 


81 QRZ! HAM 
ADIO £9.99 


CDO011 SOURCE CODE 


CD066 TOWN OF POV RAY £19.99 POWER DOS £9.99 FRESH FONTS 2 £14.99 BEAUTY OF CHAOS 
TUNES £19.99 CD91 -Create 3D The powerDOS - a D103 - Contains ry 5 ral £9.99 


p-hics like this! CDROM max | ypesel 632 Mb of fonts |B) : 
A compilation of No artistic ability f mizes your pro- || BB created by profes- for almost any 1] FE CB1OS = which 
1,000 of the very required! Tuy ductivity, cu sor Donald Knuth computer system eo) e used on 
best ‘MOD tunes , piper Official POV POY. tomizes you DC of Stanford - Also contains the ik tous conputer 
these CDROM 1s a com environment, and University, These Thienen fonts, Ra systems. alll 507 
qui ¢ been selected |[ab 5 + pilation of ima; ra rovides you with | ain everything which are excl ; mandelbrot-Pies 
the UseNET source from more t ‘ “|| iy scene source, q jours of fun and that you will 12 y SiVERIS his Gt HN Bivacious 
chives, the Simtel es a I ge a entertainme: to install and use here are 231 font — s ons = 
reniver source Barlde tee ak: F Gena REGRET TeX and Latex, You Gel code on this ol each with § different if (1140x890, 1024N708, 640x480 and 
GOOMD of source in c of twol ernet and CompuServe. Unlike some fi 1.900 of the worlds best and freshest fig (1000Mb) to compile and install TeX for les, Theres « booklet containing 24 MM 64x48). They all usc 236 colours. In 
15,000 files, An MOD tunes is 4-channel stereo c compila-tions, this one is Mf DOS programs, Anti-Virus, cool games. Mf Unis, DOS, Macintosh, Windows NT. Jif pages with printouts of the fons. Take a MM addition to this the 20th most beautiful 
E index file in each subdirectly briefly JM music/melody files with the extension fag aimed fairly fairly and squarely at those fm network packages, patches to upgrade c. Ready to run look through the book and selection the Mf fractals are saved as true colour graphics 
je question that the QRZ! describes each file, making it easy to loc: MOD inally first made on. their OWN images. software packa sound drivers, utils font you realy want. He aus format mi ind Mas! 
wers. Now contains search files, Perfect for any programmer the Amiga. supphed tools for Amiga, PC for graphics, ray tracers, viewers et jewers etc 


Gives you an enor 


) GIFS £19.99 iy CDI32 GIGA GAMES 2 CD024 GIGA GAMES CD083 KIRKS COMMS CDI55 WADS OF THE BUTTERFLYS COLLECTION CD049 C.U.G LIBRARY 
Indes £14.99 £14.99 DISC £19.99 WADS £7.99 CD194 -Welcome to the Butterfly CDROM! £19.99 


Gives you 494Mb <S 1000s of the finest Contains 630Mb Contains over The Butercflymoollechonmor .Sicmwnndent ay Gives you the 
of the latest new Rp MSDOS & Win in $307 modem 1.100 NEW levels Shareware binge you the finest in MS Window: cee ae 
shareware games BG a es ono g elated file: the game s are brings yc ) 5 | iroup library. 3 
for DOS nea |: | (GAMES CDROM. “That's cl : doom é& doom? software. You'll find 1650 *carefully selected* < collection of more 
dows. The dise Soe 7 contains tools and programs with a focus on scientific programs, and than 400 MB or 
has all its files [idee : Windows, and other interesting advanced utilities. Ge *| oF 
sorted into 40 every-th OS/2 based sys- stuff for all your 7 ? Source code f 
tems. If you have doom needs a erent 4 ~ ete function 
games to the latest 2 modem or run a ls braries, text ed == 
te You I even get afi Windows simulations, ‘There’s a wealth Mf BBS, this disc contain everything you Lv by 0 TTTeR tors, compilers, comm support, text for. 
eware copy of Descent, Interpla of potential education he sy to [MB need to get started or keep rolling’ s een d crs, interpreters, co-foulnes, game: 


ng Fa < s 

w 3D virtual reality c use form. With more that 3,000 game to [MJ also zet loads of BBS unls, door : every Windows user can optomize their windows enviroment and find aw rials, math tink ts ici on leet 
play with this Disc and the latest in BBS technolog rograms for work and home in the Butterfly collection. Most of the source code is for DOS 
p prog y 


)G.N.U £19.99 MULTIMEDIA 2 £22.99 THE 1995 GROLIER CLIPART £7.99 FONTS £7.99 PRO CLIPART 


mit OctaMED will run directly from the CD. ENCYCLOPEDIA D042 - Contains cp043 z £19.99 fa CDOs! | Over 
250 Full documentation, Octa-MED is a com- over 5SOMb of Contains 2000+ ' ae ; 10,000 - that 
merical program. [aa ; £14.99 Clipart. The most Adobe & CG 7 5] fy C044 - Contain- y add a professio 
ns for your In addition we comprehensive Fonts : ing over 1.2 Giga. 4 touch to 
chil-dren. have included the , The latest ver- 5 collection of PSFonts, Sia ta aod tS) F 
et & talk- ae full MidiCraft col- sion of Groliers Clipart ever for the E Roe commpleie col 
modules tif total over 26,000 Pagestre i and will form vital 


. Alphabets, Animals & 
ues, Birds, Borders, 
mples. 368 Sonix Scorces & 4500 Business, Cartoons, Cats. 


8 als, utilities. e : Sy j files, in B/W IFF Prodi ier 
omfortable in ali 4 ft are bitmap. coloured IFF bitmap, Proclips, BMJ Truetype, 132 PCX, 300 GDOS & 230 fM Con 
onment, As ¢ r 2 J fessional musicians & have provided over EPS, P: ‘cr, Pagestream, IMG, Corel fijj Calamus fon 
GCC C and C € id cr SOMb of data from their collection Draw and 


: Instruments, 302 octaMED/MED iM Chirldren, Comical, Christmas 

sured brushes for D N ' ‘ 

. 3 lowed eae Modules, 1190 Midi files, 1552 VOC & fi Computers, Dogs. Educ, Electrical, 
library (v : Alll ready to use and easyil 290M eae ae 
TGDB (413) & othe etheing subieet aireetaiee 2 WAV Samples. Family, Farming, and Much More 


CD127 CLIPS 4 QUICK § CD174 CLIPPER £19.99  CD128 SPACE SHUT- 
TIME £12.99 Increase your productivity with this con- TLE £19.99 MY £19.99 CD028B - How 


venient collection of Clipper uti ~ about every single 

Filled with movie souree code. This comprehen- ©0027 - Contains —— font we have ever |) The VR Zone CDROM is the disc for you! 

clips in full colour CD ise full word © encyclopedia, 5000 text files produced! over : Create, explore, and interact in Virtual Reality worlds. Demo leading VR software and 

and sound. what indexed’ so} your Uh: 3015 hi fully readable on : 4,000 Adobe type enjoy exciting public dom in and shareware Virtual Reality programs, Leam everything 
can search the, Gleimspe mast the CDROM. en: 1 font files, 1.500 about head mounted displays, body suits, tactile gloves, and the cutting edge of VR tech= 
entire collection in ful cola al | ie True Type Fonts, nology. Some of the 8,856 files on this CDROM include: * The 


SPACE & ASTRONO- FONTS & CLIPS £9.99 CD173 VIRTUAL REALITY £19.99 


for a keyword. c ; Prodraw Fonts, e eae i i . 
You"! , . "s a 3 sci.virutal-worlds 1994 Internet newsgroup. GIF, FLI, PLG, 
Seen neem eu files abou a s ue IFF Mono /Colour ; WLD graphic images of VR worlds. * Source\code for creating 
ards, a selection of > tion referenced Each Shuttle mis: » Theres handy fonts, Pro Page II Fonts, Page Setter 11 Hil and editing VR applications. * The AVRIL Virtual Reality 
idered textures in a variety ies such anywhere on the ie sion is represented, in addition to cate- fmm yowets to, browse Renenan presarrcicction of clipart Interface Library. * The VR xoRram END386 for PC and 
CDROM in seconds and be able to 7 Shuttle F S ao ¥ oe Zhen ls * I Macintos! ith the VR Zone and your trusty comput- 
"associat SOME HAMeR GRIT launch pad, & pe index files for rbbs. HJ 1,000 .EPS Format, & 2,379 TIFF files. HM cr."you're set to explore limits of your imagination, ‘This dise 


svorks on PC computers and Mae computers. 


ori 
» Arena is one of the better fH planes, animations, morphs, motorcycles, 
with some very tasty Jj jetski, 3D rendered art, space, and many JM browse the associated document or sorce {MM night images on the launch pad, & pi psteel e % BB 
‘others. QT for Windows is included free Mm code. tures of the instrumentation, Delve into fag OPUS, peboard, spitfire, maximus, & BBS fi DTP Users. 
‘on the CDROM. the history of the Shuttle program, software. 


Our WAREHOUSE PRICES Are So Good 
You Won't Get A Better Deal Anywhere Else 
Just Take A Look At These Mega Low Prices 


Aircraft Encyclopedia 
Animals of San Diego Zoo 
Animation Pack Vol. 1 
Arthur’s Teachers Trouble 
Bible Heaven 

Bible & Religion 

Bugs Bunny 

Blonde Bombshell (adult) 
CD Sampler 

Chessmaster 3000 MPC 
Cyberia 

CICA FEB ‘95 

Compton’s Encyclopedia 
Corel Ventura V5 

Corel Draw 3 

Dangerous Creatures 
Dark Forces 

Day of the Tentacles 
Dawn Pairol 

Desktop Dream 

Desktop Imager 

Disc World 

Dorling Kindersley: 
Ultimate Human Body 
Nature 

My First Incred. Amaz. Dict. 
Doom II 

D.O.A. - Dead On Arrival 
DOS & Windows Col. 
Dune 

Epic Pinball 

Family Health Book 
Gabriel Knight 

Games Empire 

Games Platinum Windows 
Gardening 

Great Naval Baittle | 

Great Naval Battle 

Great Literature Plus 
Grolliers Encyclopedia V7 
Home & Business Platinum 
Full Throttle 

Infopedia 

Libris Britannia IV 

Hell 

Internet Tools 


Internet Information Mar. ‘95 
Indiana Jones & Atlantis 
Indy Car Racing 

JFK Assignation 

Klik & Play 

Mad Dog McCree Il 

Mega Race 

MS Encarter ‘95 

MS Golf 

MS Home CD Sampler 
MS Cinemania ‘95 

MS Works 

MS Ancient Lands 
Multimedia Platinum 
Multimedia World History 
Nascar Racing 

Night Owl 16 

Oceans Below 

Platinum Entertainment Pack 
Return of the Phantom 
Sam & Max Hit The Road 


‘Simtel (2 disc set) 


Simtel Jan. ‘95 

Sherlock Holmes Vol. Il 

Sim City 2000 

3ft 6 Pack 

Sirus 5ft 10 Pack I 

Sirus 5ft 10 Pack I 

Sirus 5ft 10 Pack Special Ed. 
The Ultimate DTP Col. 

2000 Greater or Lessor Mysteries 
World Atlas V5 

World of Pin-Ups (adult) 
World of Space 

World of Flight 

World of Trains 

Software Vault: Emeral Col. 
Software Vault: Platinum Col. 
Software Vault: Gold Col. 
Star Trek - Final Unity 

Star Wars - Rebel Assault 
Super Street Fighter Il 
Theme Park - Special Edition 
Wade Of Wade 

Webster’s Encyclopedia 


FOR HUNDREDS OF OTHER TITLES JUST PHONE & 


ENOUIRE 


For our Latest Catalogue containing the full range of CD-Rom Software Titles including 


Educational, eee Games , aay & Puevelence!s Phone 


SSHOUOLIEM, OQIBAWOS OUI 


Name Title Qty £ 
Address 

Postcode 
Tel Sub Total 


Please make your cheque/PO made payable to Britannia Multimedia. UK P&P (£6) 
Send your payment to: Unit 3, Bittern Place, Coburg Road, London N22 6TP. VAT @ 17.5% 
Tel: 0181 888 3525 Fax 0181 888 3626 TOTAL £ 

Allow 7 days for delivery. Prices are subject to change without notification. E&OE. 
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Please Send Cheques/PO’s (made out to Premier 


Dept: 


PCR11 


Preacer Wal Order 


Mail Order) or Access/Visa/(Switch + Issue|No) & Expiry Date to: 
9-10 ae CAPRICORN CENTRE, CRIES FARM ROAD, BASILDON, ESSEX SS14 3JJ. 


Telephone orders: 01268-271172 Fax your order on: 01268- 271173 Mon-Fri 9am- -7pm Sat&Sun 10am-4pm. We ate open 364 days a a year 
P&P and VAT included for all UK orders. Please add per item £2 P&P for Europe and £3.50 for the rest of the world. Next day service available UK only @ £4.00 per item. 


Please jnote: Some titles may not be released at the umes a going to press. Most titles are despatched same day. but canitake up to 28 days. 
3.5% cD 


3. Ss” cD 
fears Of Motoring (Win) 31. 
Railroad & Robber Barons. 26. 99 26: 33 
compilation. 
Attack Sul 


TLAS. 
NETWORKS .. 
in & Construction Ki 


16.99 
27.99 27.99 


of the Deep ue 
13.99 - 


of the Deep Exp Disk. 
of the Deep SVGA 
over Euro) 


‘Action Trilogy 

Dragonlance Trilogy 
fantasy Fest. Stonghold + 

‘ted Adv’s + Dungeon Hack + 
Empires: 

orgotten Reaimns Til y 

) Masterpiece Coll - Al Qadim; 

un 182; Ravenloft 182... —- 29.99 

- Ravenloft 1 + 


) Ultimate Fantasy - Dark Sun $ Lands; 
Jold: Unlimited Adventures: 
Jn Hack; Fantasy Empires 
: Family Pinball 
jon... 
tage Tennis 
tures of Nikko i 
3uardian Of The Fieet . 


yo Controller. 
ver (Airship) 
rrior Plus . 


‘onde 's Pro Hockey ‘95. 38: 99 BS 2 
nderland 

~PANZER GEN 2 —— 29: 39 

26.99 26.99 

29.99 


Ir's Arcade Racing 
Queen, 


2ans Pool + Ryder Cup 
sd Fist 


oO 
ast & West USA 
‘Adv Graphic System 
hada - Montreal 
nad. 
sat Britain... 
1WUSA Scenery EGA.. 29.99 
r W USA Scenery VGA.. 34.99 34.99 
jht Controls Driver v1.0 Le aa 
12: 


loumneyman proieet Turbo 
inners Platinum ... 

reen Things From Space 
tear cir 


f 
steel Sky 
GR 


. 19.99) _ 
- 16.99 16.99 
. 22.99 26.99 
. 27.99 27.99 


WINDOWS) 3 
DOS or Windows... 


Je... 
ou ~ DELPHINE 


26.99 26.99 
. 12.99 14.99 
. 12.99 12.99 
29.99 29.99 
. 26.99 29.99 
. 22.99 22.99 
» AND CONQUER. —— 29.99 
ces of Deep(Win) - 9: 
ces of Deep(W 95) 
ess System 2... 26.99 26.99 
Kingdoms 127.98 


= 24.99 
. 12.99 12.99 
«como 31.99 
. 12.99 12.99 
. 6.99 


irk it ‘Awakening : 
‘Win'95). - 29.99 
26.99 26.99 
22.99 22.99 
119.9: 
2899 
. 16.99 26.99 
. 12.99 12.99 
= 29:99 


3.5” CD 
———- 22.99 
24.99 29.99 
19.99 22.99 
— 36.99 
14.99 14.99 
~~ 27.99 
22.99 22.99 
12.99 - 
27.99 27.99 
—— 13.99 
10.99 10.99 
—~ 29.99 


Dark Universe 

Daughter of Serpents. 

Dawn Patrol 

Dawn Patrol Head to Head 
Day of the Tentacle... 
Deadlin 

Death Keep (Win 95 & 3.11). 
Defcon ——- 31.99 
Delta V 27.99 27:99 
12.99 12-99 
Destruction Derby 

Descen 26: 

Deen & ‘Jungle Strike Compilation - 

Detroi 26. 


27.99 29. 99 
Doom Addons (Wolfdoom etc) 8.99 
Doom oe lor2or3o0r4 i. 


12.99 
Doom 1&2 Accessory Pack . 17.99 
Doom 2.. 32: 99 36.99 
Doom 2 Screen Saver. be Ee 13.99 
Doom 2 Cheats 
DOOM 2 EXTRA LEVELS caine: 33163 99 
Doom 2 Extra Levels Vol 1 . 


jonsphere 
ragos Madcap Chase (Win) ——- 24: 99 

Drbs jadcap Chase & Joypad 

Dreamweb 


Dune/Robocop 

Dune Bure ot the Temptress. 
Dungeon Keeper 

Dungeon Master 2 

Earth Sieg 

Ecstatica 

EF2000 - TFX 2. 

Elder scrolls. 


Empire Builder 

Empire Deluxe 

Encarta 1995 

Endorfu 

Entomorph (Win| 

Epic + Shuttl 

Essential Guide to Better Sex. 

ESPN Baseba 

ESPN Baseball:Hitting by Intellipiay 

ESPN Complete Tents “A Agasi 

ESPN Fly Fishing. 

ESPN Golf-T Kite Shot Making. 

ESPN Golf-Tom Kite Full Swing . 

ESPN Int Soc Skills & Strategies 

ESPN Master Skiing & Sboardini 

ESPN Winning Hoops Coach 
European Champions 

Evasive Action. 

Excellent Games (Compilation) 26.99 
Extractors. 2 
Eye of the Beholder 1 

Eye of the Beholder 1 or 2 or 312.99 


F1 Manager. 


F14 Fleet Defender/Subwar 2050 29. 99 
F14 Fleet Defender D/Disk ....... 13.9 
F15 Strike Eagle 2 or 

£19 Stealthfighte 

Fade To Blac 

Fairway to Heaven. 

Falcon 3.0.. 

Falcon Gold .. 


Fields Of Glo 

FIFA International Soccer 
Fighter Wing 

First Encounters - Elite 
Fist 


Flight Assignment: Seaplane . 
Flight Commander 2. 


Flyi ers 
enn Car SIMULATOR 5.1 
FSS - British Isles Part 1.. 


1 
FS5 - Canada - Montreai (v5.0) 
FS5 - Canada - Toronto (v5.0) 
FS5.1 - Canary Islands 
FS5 - Caribbean or Japan 
FSS - Scenery Designer Too! 
FSS - East or West England . 


_ Europe 1.. 
- FINAL APPR 


FSS - NAVIGATOR. 5 
FSS - New pee Paris 


FSS - Scotland & Ireland 
FSS - Southern England 
FSS - UNITED KINGDO! 


Muppets; Welcome to 2g Grego 
Lemmings + Oh No More Lemmings 
FX Fighter. 


Golden Games 

Grand Master Bi 

Grand Prix Manager 

Great Naval Battles 1.. 
Great Naval Battles 3. 
gun Triple Compilation 


ip. 2000 
Hammer of the Gods. 


Harpoon Classics . 

Harpoon 1 

Harpoon 2 v2.0 

Harpoon 2 

Harpoon 2 Cold War Battleset. 15.! 
POON 2 SCENARIO EDITOR 16.99 ——— 

Harpoon 2 W Pacific Battleset. 15.99 

Harrier Jump Jet .. 

HARVESTE! 

HeadCand) 

Heimdall 


Heroes of the 357th 

Heroes of the 357th + F29 

Hexx - Wizard .. 

Hidden Worlds - Magic Carpet 14.99 
High Seas Trader.. .. 26: 99 26.99 
Hired Guns 27.99 ------ 
History Lin 

Hokum KA-50 .. 

Hunters of Ralk 

fe & Fire 


indianapolis $00" 
INDY CAR RACING 
Indy Car Track Pack 

Indy Fate Of Atlantis Adv. 
Inferno 

Inherit The Earth 


Innocent Until Caught 2 
inordinate Desire.. 
Intelliplay Cowboy 
International Open Ten: 
Iron Assault 

Iron Cross 


Jimmy White’ 
} Nicklaus Uniimi 
J Nicklaus The Cour: 
Johnny Mneumoni 
Jordan in Flight. 
Jungle Strik 
Jurassic Park 
Kaleidosonics - 
Kasparovs GambitiGrandslam Bridge - 
Key Action Traveller (Win) 
Key Garden Planner (Win) 
Key Gourmet (Win) . 

Key Home Designer (Win). 
Key Sound Studio (Win). 

‘of Maramon 
Off 3 - Euro Cham 
The Far Reaches... ~ i 

12.99 12.99 
19.99 19.99 
12:99 


la 
tegen of Ryrandi 

Legends of Valour 

Legions 

Leisure Suit Larry 7 

Leisure Suit Larry 1 or 2 or 3. 
Leisure Suit Larry 1 - 6 Collection ~ 


inks Big Horn or Pebble Beach 16.99 

inks Castle Pines or Firestone. 16.99 
Links Innisbrook or Mauna Kea 16.99 _- 
Links Prairie Dunes or Belfry... 16.99 17.99 
LINKS RIVIERA OR DEVILS ISLAND .16.99 17.99 
Lion King. 22.99 - 
Little Big Adventure 
Live Action Football 
Live Action Football 96 
Loadstar 
Loderunner . 
Looney Tunes Screensaver . 
Lords Of Midnight 
Lords Of The Realm. 


Lost Files of Sherlock Holmes. 
Lost In Time. 

Lottery Trend Analysis v2.0 
Lure of The Temptress......... 
M1 Tank Platoon 
Machiavelli 

Madden 91 

Madeline... 

Maelstrom 

Magic Candie 

Magic Car 

MAGIC CARPET 2 

Magic Carpet - Hidden Worlds 
Manchester Utd The Double. 
Manhunter *New York" 
Maniac Sports 

Marine Fighters (USNF Data Dish). 
Mario Game Gallery . 

Master of Magic .... 

Masters of Orion 

Match Day Soccer. 

Mavis 4.0 (Windows) 

Marco Pol 

MECHWARRIOR 2 
Mechwarrior 2 Add On Dis 
Megarace/Bloodne 
Megatraveller 1 or 2. 
Mendax - Reunion 2. 
Menzoberranzan 

Metal Marines (Windows) 
Microsoft Cinemania ‘95. 
Microsoft Fine Artist. 

Micro Machines .. 

Micro Machines 2°. 


14.99 
22. 99 


19.99 26.99 
27.99 27.99 
12.99 12.99 
10.99 12.99 
. 27.99 27.99 
26.99 


Mortal Kombat 
MORTAL KOMBA’ 
Music Quiz 


Nigel Mansell's Wo 
Noctropolis (Classic) 
Noma‘ 


22.99 26.99 
9.99 9.99 
Boe 19.99 


On the Ball World Cup 

Operation Body Count 

Operation Crusader 

Qrion Conspiracy 
Outpost 

Outpost 0% 


Overdrive . 

OVERLORD... 
Pacific Strike. 
Panzer Gener 


al 
PERFE 

Perfect General 2 Scenai 

P General 2 Scenario & Map Bui 
Peter Gabriel Explorer. 
PGA TOUR GOLF 96 

PGA Tour Golf + 

PGA Tour Golf 486. 


Pinball Dreams 2 D/Disk 
Pinball Fantasies 

Pinball Illusion: 

Pinball Magi 

PINBALL MANIA 
Pinball Mania (Windows) 
Pinball Worl 

Pirates Gold.. 


29.99 
. 12.99 12.99 
31.99 


29.99 29.99 
16.99 19.99 
27.99 27.99 
12.99 12.99 

Police Quest 4. i 

Police Quest Collection (Win) .. 

Police Quest SWAT (Win) 

Pool Shark (Windows) 

Populous & Promised Lands 

julous 2 12. 
LOUS 2 & POWERMONGER 

Powerdrive 

Powergame 

Powermonger. 

Powerslide. 

Power House 

Power Tactic: 

PREMIER MANAGER 

Prem Man 3 Multi Edit System 

PRIMAL RAGE. “0 


Prisoner of Ice... 


29.99 12.99 
13.99) —— 


12.99 12.99 
<= 13.99) 33.99 
22.99 22.99 
-- 27.99 
12.99 — 
— 29.99 
12.99 12.99 
29.99 
44.99 
29.99 
—— 16.99 
26.99 Bored 
27.993 39.99 


Reach For The Skies 
Rebel Assault ..... 
Red Baron 


Robinsons Requiem 
Rome AD92 . 
18: 99 es ee 


2099” 
16.99 17.99 
12.99 12.99 


SWOTL P3! at *Het62 D/Disk 


34.99 
19.99 19.99 
9.99 
Silent Hunter... 27.99 29.99 
Silent Service 2 12.99 12.99 
Silverload 29.99 
Sim City 2000 (00S or Windows) 26 99 27.99 
Sim City 2000 Collection. 
Sim City 2000 Scenarios 
2000 Scenarios 2.. 
Sim City 2000 Urban Renewal 
Sim City Deluxe. 
Sim City Enhanced 
Sim Classics Compilation 
sim Tower 


226.99 27.99 
. 19.99 19.99 

oven mae 29 
. 26.99 27.99 
19.99 19.99 
22. 99 27.99 


Skins at Bighorn, 
Slipstream 5000 
Soccer Kid. 
Space Academy. 
Space Ace. 
Space Bucks (Win) 
Space Federation 
Space Hulk .. 
Space Quest 1 or 2 or 3 
Space Quest 4 or 5 8.99 
Space Quest 1 2.99 12.99 
SPACE QUEST 6 (WINDOWS) oat. 99 
Space Quest Quad Pack 28.9 
Space Quest Collection... 
Space Simulator 
Spaceship Warlock 
Spawn... : 
Speedball re 

Speed Racer : 
Spectre VR : 27.99 29.99 
Spiderman... —— 20.99 
Sport Challenge. 12.99 12.99 
SSN-21 Sea Wolf 29.99 12.99 

27.99 29.99 


26.99 — 
12.99 12.99 
12.99 = 


2799 27.99 
Star Crusader Data Disk . 9.99 

Star Crusader Speech+Data .... 13.99 

Star Reach... 26.99 

Star Trail Reaims of Arkania 2. 27.99 27: 99 
‘STAR TREK 25TH ANNIVERSARY -—-- 10.99 
Star Trek 2 Judgement Rites .... 26.99 

STAR TREK OMNIPEDIA. 

Star Trek Technical Manual ..... 

STAR TREK - FINAL UNITY .. 

Star Trek Star Fleet Roce 29.99 
Stardust Super Edition ... 17.99 

Steel Panthers — 29.99 
Streetfighter 2... 12.99 8.99 
Strike Commander...........0..... <---- 12.99 
Striker 95. . 19.99 24.99 
Strip Pot 17.99 19.99 
Stonekee| 


Super CD 12 Pack 
sl R KARTS. 


pe 
Super Streetfighter 3 26.99 26.99 
Superhero League of Hoboken 26.99 26.99 
SVGA Harrie . 12.99 12.99 
Syndicate (CD = Pius version). 
Syndicate Data Disk aAl 
Syndicate + (UFO 
System Shock (Classic) 
"ACOPS (Windows) 

Tactical Man... 
Tank Commander 
Tarzan . 
Task Force 1942 
Team Yankee... 

jon - Lands of Lor 

of Fate; Indy Car Racing 

Terminal Velocit 
Terminator 2 - Judgement Day 8.99 
TEX — 
26.99 26.99 
26.99 26.99 


ig venture 
The Bide And The Gray .. 
The Entertainer - Dark Sun 1; Link 
Kings Q 6; Trump Castle; G Prix Unli 
Theme Park. 

THE AIRPORT. 

The Joys of Sex 

The Last Dynasty 

The Louvre. 

The Orion Conspi 

The Plague. 
The Pure Warg 
The Ring Cycle 
The Scottish Open 
The Scroll 


me 


Thunderhawk 2 
Thunderscape 
Tie Fighter 

Tie Fighter 


TOP GUNFIRE AY WiLL 

Torins Passage (Windows) 

Tornado & 

Total Distortion 

Tower Assault 

Tower of Souls 

Trans Expres 

Transport Tycoo! 29.9 
Transport Tycoon Worid Editor 14. 39 
Treasure Island, 

Trial By Magic 

Trick Or Treat. 

Turning Points ‘ 

UFO ENEMY UNKNOWN 

UFO / Master of Orion. 

ULTIMA 7 COMPLETE. 

Ultima 7 (The Black Gate)... 

Ultima 7 (Serpant Isle). 

Ultima 8 (Pagan) 

Ultima Underworld 1 2.99 
ULTIMA UNDERWORiD 7&2 '~-- 12.99 
Ultimate Backgammon 16.99 
Ultimate Body Blows 19.99 19.99 
Ultimate Doom... 19.99 19.99 
Ultimate Soccer Manager ....... 22.99 22.99 
Under A Killing Moon’ ——. 39.99 
Universal Warrior . 12.99 13.99 
Universe 26.99 26.99 
US Navy Fighters Data Disk i 
US Navy Fighters Gold. 

USS Ticonderoga. 

USS Ticonderoga (WIN 95). 

Veil Of Darkness 


Virtual Pool . 27.99 29.99 


Virtual Worlds. 
Vi Bee Gi m 5 
isions of Glory (Windows 
Vital Light sa ne 
Voyages of Discovery : 
Voyeur 
Wacky Wheels... 
Warzone - Harpoon Classic: Starship; 
Fighter Wing: No Greater Glory, Pacific! x 
Warcraft Orcs & Humans.......... 26.99 29.99 
Wargame Construction Kit 3 17.99 
Warhammer Dark Crusaders... 29.99 
Warhammer Shad.Horn Rat W95 29.99 
Warlords 2 - Deluxe ~ 29.99 
Warriors... ©. 22.99 26.99 
Wayne Gretzky NHL Al Stars. 24.99 
Werewolf v Commanche 27.99 
Wheel Spin 22:99 22.99 
White Death .. 8.99 8.99 
WINDOWS 95 ( .79.99 79.99 
Wing Armada ... 29.99 12.99 
Wing Commander Academy... 10.99 
Wing Commander 1 11.99 8.99 
Wing Commander 2 ............ 13.99 13.99 
W Comm 2 Special Ops 182+ Speedh 13.99 
Wing Commander 3 ..... 
Wing Commander 3 Ciue Book 11.99 i 3 
WING COMMANDER 4. 


16.99 ® 3 


World Cup Golf... 
World Cup Year ‘9. 
WORLD CUP RUGB' 
World of Golf 
World Soccer 
World Tennis 
Worlds at War..... 
Worlds of Legend 
Worms 
oes 


"22.99 22 33 


14.99 14.99 
19.99 22.99 
32.99 32.99 

~ 36.99 
27.99 32.99 


10.99 = 
27.99 27.99 


‘ 19.99 22.99 
Zombie Dinos 19.99 
Zorro. 26.99 22.99 


SPECIAL OFFERS 


7th Guest (OEM)... 

Alien Logic (OEM) 

Alone In The Dark .... 
Betrayal at Krondor (OEM) 
Bloodnet (OEM) 

Burntime . 

Cannon Fodder (OEM) 
Civilisation(OEM) 

Command Adventure Starship 
Cyclones (OEM)... 

Dark Legions (OEM) 

Dark Sun Wake of Ravager OEM 
Dark Sun Shattered Lands OEM 
Day Of The Tentacle (OEM) 
DESERT STRIKE... 

Dogfight 

Dragon's Lair 

Dune (OEM) .. 

Eight Ball Deluxe Pinball. 
Ecstatica (OEM)..... 
Fortress of Dr Radiaki 
Frankenstein 

Gabriel Knight ... 
Gabriel Knii ght (OEM). 
GRAHAM GOOCH CRICKET .. 9. 
G Gooch - 94/95 Data Disk ....... 4.99 

G Gooch - Battle for the Ashes 4 cae 
Great Naval Battles 2 (OEM)... 

GREAT NAVAL BATTLES 3 3 (OEM) eer 38 
Isle of the Dead ..... 8.99 
Jutland (OEM).......... 

Kings Quest 6 (OEM 

Leisure Suit Larry 6 (OEM). 

Litil Divil ....... 

Lost in Time (Parts 1 & 2) .. 

Mad Dog McCree 1 or 2 (eek ' 
Maelstrom... 

Menzoberranzan | (OEM) 


: Terror from the Deep 
ter .. 
ing “Collection 

Xenobots, 

Zig Zag 

Zool 2 


Outpost (OEM). 

Panzer General (OEM). 

Ravenloft 1 (OEM)... 

RAVENLOFT 2 (OEM) 

Rebel Assault (OEM) 

Red Baron ... 

Red Baron Data Disk .. 

Retribution......... 

Return Of The Phantom 

Sam & Max (OEM)... 

SIMON THE SORCEROR 1 

Sink or Swim 

apie Screen Soccer Manager 
IFO (OEM). 

Syne Diss (OEM)... 


22.99 

12.99 12.99 

ie 2 39 12.99 
12'99 


The (OEM ee 
The Shadow Of Yserbius. 
Tornado + Desert Storm 
Wembley Rugby League . 

Wing Commander (OEM)... 
WORLD CLASS RUGBY 95..... 
Vikings. 

Yo Joe 
Zool 


puvYunvoe 
Bevovooo0 
SSSossss 


OVER 18 - GLAMOUR TI 
Asian Dream Girls 1 

Asian Dream Girls 2 

Asian Pleasures 1 

Asian Pleasures 2 

Asian Pleasures 3... 

Asian Pleasures 4... 

Erotic Games - Strip Poker 
Erotic Games - Zpider ...........- 
European Dream Girls Vol 1 
European Dream Girls Vol 2 
European Dream Girls Vol 3 
Girls Games No 1(Windows) 
Hot Spot Women 1 3 
Hot Spot Women 2 

Hot Spot Women 3. 
Nightclub Amsterdam 
Nightclub Copenhagen 
Penthouse Select A Pet Vol 
Photo Studio ... 

Pin Up Girls Vol 2. 

Pixels of Passion Vol 1 
Pixels of Passion Vol 2. 
Pixels of Passion Vol 3 
Scandanavian Cover Girls 1 
Scandanavian Cover Girls 2 
Scandanavian Cover Girls 3 
Sinful Girls No 1 

Sinful Girls No 2 


JOYSTICKS & 
ACCESSORIES 


1.8M Parallel Printer Cable 

3M Parallel Printer Cable 

5M Parallel Printer Cable .. 

10M Parallel Printer Cable 

3 Button Serial Mouse... 

486 25Mhz TO 63Mhz Pentium 
Addup Quick Action Joystick...... 
‘Addup Turbo Power Game Pad 
Addup True Fire Joystick. 
14400BPS Int Fa: lodem... 
14400BPS Ext Fax/Modem . 
14400BPS Int Fax/Modem + 
14400BPS Int Fax/Modem BABT 


bs 


28800BPS Int Fax/Modem. 

28800BPS Ext Fax/Modem.. 

28800BPS Int Fax/Modem BABT. 

28800BPS Ext Fax/Modem BABT. 

CD Storage Box (30 Capacity) .. 

CH FLIGATSTICK... 

CH FLIGHTSTICK PRO 

CH Gamecard 3 Auto 

CH Pro Pedals... .. 

CH Virtual Pilot ... 

CH Virtual Pilot Pro... 

Disk Box (10 Capacity) 

Disk Box (50 Capacity’ 

Disk Box (100 Capacity) 

Disk Drive Cleaning Kit 3.5 

Freewheel Analog Steering Wheel... 
prceiiaht AD enelea i! Throttle 

Game 

Gravis Ace.. 

Gravis Analog Joystick... 

GRAVIS ANALOG PRO JOYSTICK ...39.! 
Gravis Dual Elinninator PC Gameport . 24 33 
Gravis PC Gamepad 

Gravis Phoenix F} ightWeapon Controi 23 % 
Gravis Ultrasound v3.7 
Gravis Ultrasound Max. 188. 99 
Joystick Extension Cable 799 


Keyboard Extension Cable... 

Logic 3 Tornado-JT251 (Analog). 

Logic 3 Delta-Ray-JT256 (Digital) . 
Logiscan Hand Held Scanner-LG214 
Mains Extension Lead/Coupler 

Mains Lead Moulded 

Microsoft Home Mouse + Pack 
Microsoft Natural Keyboard ..... 
Monitor VGA/SVGA Ext Cable. 

Mouse Extension Cable ......... 
Mousehouse 

Mousemat ...... 

MT Speakers 2x5 watt-SBC600 
PCMCIA GAMECARD II 

Quickjoy Flight Force-SV240 

Quickjoy Flight Force-SV241 ....... 
Quickjoy Optix Switchable - An/Dig 
Quickjoy Raider-SV206 (An)........ 
Quickjoy Propad-SV230 

Quickjoy Propad (4 Button)-SV231 
Quickjoy Fighter MS-SV201 

Quickjoy Topstar SV227 (Dig) 

Quickyoy Commander SV20 
QUICKSHOT SKYMASTER QS206 ....2 
Quickshot Super Warrior QS201 
Quickshot Warrior 5 QS123... 

Saitek Megagrip 3-MX230 fan} 
Saitek Megagrip 7-MX732 (An! 
Saitek Megagrip 8-MX734 (Di ) 
Screenbeat 3 Speakers - SB20 

Screenbeat 4 Speakers - $B204 

Screenbeat 5 Speakers - SB205 

Screenbeat Pro 50 Speakers SI 

Screenbeat Mains Adaptor 

Soundblaster CDROM U 

Soundblaster 16 Value $8-2770 
Soundblaster 32 AWE Value Pack 
Soundblaster 32 AWE........ 

Suncom Analog Edge Il. : 

Suncom Dual Joystick Adaptor . 

Suncom F15E Eagle 

Suncom F15E Hawk 

Suncom F15E Raptor 

Suncom F15E Talon, 

Suncom FX2000 Left & Right Handed An 
Suncom FX3000........ 

Suncom Flightmax (Ana! 

Suncom Gameport 2000 

SUNCOM G-FORCE YO! 

Suncom SFX Gamepad 9 
Thrustmaster F16 Flight Control Sys 109.99 
Thrustmaster F16 TOS 109.99 
Thrustmaster Mk2 Flight Sys.69.99 
Thrustmaster Mk2 Weapons Control. 89.99 


EDUCATI 


10 out of 10 Dinosaurs 

10/ 10 Driving Test .. 

10/10 Early Essentials 3 7 

10/ 10 English (6-16). 

10/10 French (8-19) ......... 
10/10 Junior Essentials 5-11 .. 
10/10 Maths - Algebra 6-16. 
10/ 10 Maths - Number 6-1). 
Add_& Subtract (4-8 Years) 
ADI GCSE Maths, Eng or French 
ADI Reading 4-5 or 6-7... 
Alge-Biaster 3 (14+ Yrs 

Alge Blaster + (14 +Y15).......... 24.99 
Alphabet, Numbers & Shapes (3+ 6) - 


Beauty land The Beast (OEM)... 
Berlitz Think & Talk French 
Berlitz Think & Talk German 
Berlitz Think & Talk Italian.. 
Berlitz Think & Talk Spanish 
Better Maths (12-16 Years) 
Better Spelling (8+ Years) 
Biology (1 (12 16 Years) 


Buttertites of the World ... 

Caryoon Carnival (3-6 Yrs) 

Castle Secrets. 

Cave Maze (8-13 Years) 

Chemistry (12-16 Years) 

Corel All MOvie Guide 

Cute & Cuddlies. 

Creepy Crawlies. 

Dictionary of the Living World 

Dinosaurs (MD!) 

DK Encyclopedia of Nature . 

DK Encyclopedia of Science: 

DK Incr Cross-Sections....... 

DK History of the World 

DK My First Incr Amazing Dict 

OK P.6. Bears Birthday Party .. 

DK The Ultimate Human Body 

DK The Way Things Work 

DK Ultimate Sex 

DK World Reference Atias 

DRIVING INSTRUCTO! 

Emperor's New Clothes 

Family Doctor 3rd Edition 

Firefighter (7-12). 

Fischer Price A-B-C’s (3- 

Fischer Price 1-2-3's (3-5) 

Fischer Price Dream Doli House 3-5 

Flying Colours (8+) 37.99 

Flying Fingers 2.99 

Fraction Goblins (8-13 Years) 70 39 

F School 2 -6 or 6-8 or 8+... 

F SCHOOL 4 °5 OR 5-7 Of 7+ 16,99 16.99 

F School 5 In Dreamland (4-7). 19.99 

F School Maths (7-11) .... 1 

F School 5 In Space (6-7) 19.99 

F School 5 Space WIN 95. -—- 17. 

F School 5 in Time (8-11) 19.99 

F School 5 Time WIN 95 1 

F School Spelling (7-16) .........- 
ce & Ecology 

Global English 1 {wind 

Global English 2 (Win! 

Grammer Games (10+).. 

Grolier Encyclopaedia (OEM) 

How Animals Move 

How Many Bugs in a Box? (3-6) 

Hutchinson Multimedia Enc 

Incredible News 995 Kit (2-7) 

ITN World News 92 + 93 

Indian... 

Junior Typist 

Kid cad (7-14). 

Kid Keys (4-8) .. 

Kid McGee (Data Disk) 

Kid Phonics (4-7) 

Kid Pi 


id Rhymes (Data 

Kid Works 2 (4-14) . 

Kiyeko & The Lost Night 

Learn English - Asterix & Son 1 or 2 

Learn Eng - Asterix & Secret Weapon 

Learn French with Asterix & Son 1 or 2 

Learn Spanish with Asterix & Son 

Learn to do DTP... 

Macmillan’s Dict for Chil 

Maths in a Nutshell........ 

Magic Maths (4-8 Years) 
th Blaster 1 (6-12) 

Math Blaster 2 (8-13). 

Math Blaster Great Brain Ri 

Math Blaster My Bie (10+) 

Maths Blaster Plu 12) 

Maths Dragons ic § Years). 

Maths Mania (8-12 2 Years) 

McGee (2-4). 

McGee Series 

McGee petra ( 

M Beacon Teaches Typing 

Mooky-Oke (2-8)... 

MS 500 Hundred Nations 

MS Bookshelf 95 

MS Dogs (Windo' 

MS Explorapedia - Wo! re 

MS Explores the Human Body. 

MS Explores the Solar System 

MS Mozart... 

MS Ultimate Haunted House . 

MS Wine Guide (Windows) . 

Multimedia Workshop (104) .. 

My Favourite Monster (4-10 

Nigel's World (7-12)... 22: 

Noddy’s Big Adv or Playtime 3-7 19.99 

Ocean Escape (3-7). 2 

One Tribe (Windows). 

One World (Windows) 

Our Solar System..... 

Perfect Resume (CV) .. 

Physics (12-16 Years) 

Picture Fractions (7-10). 

Prescription Drugs Guid 

Prof Looks at Words (4-9) 

Putt Putt Saves The Zoo. 

Rand Mcnally USA Atlas 

Read ‘N Roll (9+) 

Reading & Me (3-5). 

Reading Adventures in Oz (4-9) 3 33 : 

Reading Blaster (7-10) .. 27.99 27.99 

Reading Rainbow 

Reasoning With Trolls (5-12 

Scavenger Hunt - Africa (8+ 


ren 
9.99 
13.99 —— 
27.99 27.99 
27.99 27.99 
+27. 


. 27.99 27.99 
$22 99 22.99 
17. 


“27.99 
13.99 
10.99 


« 9:99 


E&OE 


Sound It Out Land (4-6) 
Sound It Out Land 2 (4-6) 
Speed Reader (14+) 
Spirou .. 

Spirou & Prince of Mandar 
Spel It3 (6+). 

Syracuse Lang Sys Spanish (4.5) 
Syracuse Lang Sys English (4-9) 
Syracuse Lang Sys French (4-9) 
Syracuse Lang Sys German (4-9) 
Syracuse Lang Sys Japanese (4:9) 
Syracuse Lang Sys English 9+ 
Syracuse Lang Sys French 9+ 

ime Flies (6-12 Years) 
Time Life Astrology 
Tidy the House (5-9 Years) 
The Big Green Disc........ 
The Cruncher (10+) 
The Little Turtle (3-7, 
The Zoo - Behind the Scenes 
Thumbelina e 
Time Life Astrology... 
Treasure Island... 
Uncle Archibald 
Whales & Dolphins........ 
What's My Angle? (14+) 
Word Attack 3 (10+) 
World Atlas v5.0 (OEM) 
Youn Soentsts. 


Gao (6-12) 

ce9" Sadvon feosiand @ at 

2ug's Dinosaur World (4-9) 

2ug's Spelling Adventures (5- iat 33 
ADVENTURE: 


10.99 
10.99 
—— 2 
on 27.99 
22 


A Christmas Carol (8+) 

Alistair & the Alien ( 

Berenstain Bears Get in a 
Magic Labyrinth of IM Meen on 5 

in Hood (8+) 

The Lost inbe ty eae 

The Three Bears (5- 

The Wizard Of Oz (6+). 

Wind In The Willows (84) 

TALKING STOR’ 

Goldilock & Three Bears 

Jack & the Beanstalk 

KIYEKO & THE LOST 

Lion Kin 

Little Red Riding Hoo 

Rudolph the Red Nosed Ri 

The Three Little Pigs... 

The Tortoise & the Hare 

The Ugly Duckling 


3.5" Blank Discs 


TOK Unbranded 
Low High 
10 599 6. 
20 11.50 13.50 
50 27.50 32.50 17.50 2750 16.25 2250 
100 52.50 62.50 32.50 52.50 29.99 42.50 


RECYCLED DS/DD LOW 
10@2.99 20@5.50 50@ 12.50 100 @ 22.50 


BUSINESS 


Accent Express V 2.0... 
Accent Special Edition . 
Accent Professional v1.1. 
Access v2.0... 
After Dark v3.0 3 
Alpha Five ..... 
Amipro v 3.1 (Windows) 
Approach.. 
Astound V2 .. 
Borland Quaiire Pro v8 (08) 4 
Borland Sidekick for Windows 39. 
Borland Turbo C++(Dos) v3.0 59 
Bubble Hel; 2a 
EP 

Information Manager 19.99 
Contemporary Uninstaller v2 39.99 
Coral Draw 3°. 84.99 59.9: 
Coral Draw 4 “. 139.99 109.99 
Coral Draw 5. 449.99 

59.99 


Precision 


Coral Flow ..... 
Corel Galler 
Corel Paint 3+... 
Corel Professional Photos. 
Corel Ventura 4-5 Upgrade... 
Corel Xmas Bundle .. 
Dashboard (Win95). 
Delrina Winfax Pro v4.0 .. 
Or Fonts (Windows) ... 
Dr Dr Graphics (Windows) 
P ‘95 FOR WINDOWS 18.99 

First Aid ‘95 (Windows v3.x + 95) 39.99 
Freeway Accounts Master Coll $9.99 
GST First Press 00... 22.99 
GST First Design ... 
Instant Accounting ... 
Intuit Quick Tax Return ‘95. 
Intuit Quickinvoice ... 5.99 
Intuit Quickbooks v2.0 for Win1 38) 99 
Intuit Quicken for DOS v6.0. 39.99 
Intuit Quicken for Windows v4.0 35.99 
Intuit Quicken Home Inventory 22.99 
Intuit Quicken Delux Home Pack Win 59.99 
Intuit Quicken Delux Business Pack 59.99 
Kid Desk (Windows) .. 
Key CAD Complete (B05 
Key CAD Complete (WIN)... 
Key Calender Plus (WIN)... 
Key Database Plus (WIN) ... 
Key Draw Plus (WIN) 2 
Key Draw Plus (DOS) 3 
Key Form Designer Plus (D or W) 29: 99 
Key Optimiser Plus (WIN) ...... 29. 
Key OrgChart (WIN) 
Key Photos (WIN) 
Key Project Manager win) 
Key Translator (WIN) ...... 
Landmark Datasafe .. 
Landmark Uninstall-It 
Landmark Winprobe .... 
Landmark Triple Pack 
Lotus Organiser 
Metamorf 3D 
MINI OFFICE 
MS 500 Nations . 
Microsoft Plus for Windows 95 35, 99 
MS Creative Writer - — 
MS Word v6.0... 279.99 
MS Works for Windows v3.0 119.99 
MS DOS v6.22 (Upgrade)....... 49.99 
MS Money for Windows v3.0_34.99 
MS Office Professional - 549.99 549.99 
MS Publisher v2.0... 79.99 79.99 
MS Visual Fox Pro v3.0.......... 149: 88 149.99 
MS Windows v3.11 . 79.9 
MS WINDOWS 95 (UPGRADE) 79. 39 79.99 
MS Windows 95 (From DOS Upgrade) 159.99 
Norton Anivirus Windows 95 69.99 - 
Norton Navigator Windows 95 89.99 94.99 
Norton Utilities Windows § 95 109.98 115.98 
O/S2 Warp v3. 64.99 
PFS First Choice 
PFS First Publisher (DOS or 
PFS Publisher for Windows .. 9 
PFS Window Works (D0S or Win) 32.99 
PFS Window Works + (Win) 49.99 
Platinum Fonts (Win) 
Platinum Multimedia 
Platinum Publisher (Win) 
petnuinl Utilities (Win). 
QEMM v7.5. 
Quarterdeck Cleansweep 
Quattro Pro vS..... 
Sage - Instant Accoun 
Sage - Instant Payroll (wi .. 89.99 
Sage - Stg Payroll (Dos or Win) 189.99 
Sage - Stg Bookeeper v7.0 (Dos). 75.99 
Sage - Stg Bookeeper (Win). 115.99 
Sage - Stg Accountant v7 (Dos) 229.99 
Sage - Stg Accountant (Win) 259.99 
Sage - Stg Accountant + v7 Dos. 329.99 
Sage - Stg Accountant + (Win) 369.99 
Sage - Stg Fin Controller v7 Dos 429.99 
Sage - Stg Fin Controller (Win)459.99 
Serif Page Plus v3.0 (Windows) 49.99 
Sidekick ‘95 (Win95) .. 34.99 
Softkey Labels Unlimited Dos or V 
Softkey MPC Wizard 2.0 inh 
Softkey MPC Wizard 3.0 
Softkey PC Paintbrush for Windows 25.99 
Softkey PC Paintbrush 5 + (DOS) 25.99 
Softkey Photofinish 3.0 (Win) oS 4 
Softkey Ultrafax (Win)... 

SoftRAM (Win v3.x + 95). Fc 33 
tas Books 1 (Single User)....._ 99.99 
TAS Books 1 (LAN Version)... 169.99 
TAS Books 2 (Single User)..... 549.99 
TAS Books 2 (LAN Version| 
TAS Payroll {pinale, User) . 
TAS Payroll (LAN Version) 
Turbocad v2.0 (Windows) . 
Video Director v2 (Windows) 58. 99 
Visio v3.0 ass .99 
Visio v3.0 (Windows) .. 
Visual Basic Pro .......... 


G T his month our PC 


Review Labs’ bench 
testing gets up a full head of 
steam as we round-up some of 
the best V.34 modems around. 
We’ve put six models to the test 
and tweaked the testing and 
results reporting to help you 
find all the information you need 
much more easily. In particular 
check out the panels showing 
the scores each modem 
achieved, plus our final 
thoughts and verdicts. i 

Starting this month we’ve also 
increased the size of the Get 
Serious reviews section. There’s : 
now 11 pages overflowing with J 
the very latest and greatest of 
products. We’ve also changed 
the look which means we can 
now give more space to the 
products you’re interested in, 
and as a consequence show 
them in much more detail too. 

This month’s shareware sec- 
tion has metamorphosised too. 
It’s now lurking under a differ- 
ent guise at the front of the 
magazine and all the shareware 


we feature can be found on our 


cover CD. 


Andy Leaning 


‘Corel Draw 6 ... 


GET SERIOUS 


Andy Leaning takes 


Mesh’s Junior 486 on a 


whistie-stop tour of Doom, Word, Descent, 
and Xara Studio. Alli aboard piease... 


Price: £724.97 


Manufacturer: MESH 


Contact: 0181 452 1111 


hud, thud, thud, arrgghhh. 

Dammit! A close quarter gun 

fight with three monsters in 

Doom on this 486DX66 system 

revealed it to be a snappy per- 
former. My rapid pounding of the con- 
trol-key produced a stream of lead from 
which only two of the monsters sur- 
vived, their death shown in glorious 
high-detail. Turning rapidly to face a 
third | wasn't hammered by the jumps in 
screen update normally associated with 
running Doom on a 486. Sadly, 
although the machine was fast enough, 
| wasn’t, as the screaming death cry 
from the 25 watt speakers let me know. 
So the Mesh Junior 486 is great with 
games. But how would it fare with 
Windows and Word? 

This is where most low-price PCs fall 
down, with the Junior being no excep- 
tion. It comes with a base 4Mb of RAM, 
which isn’t enough these days for most 
applications, especially Windows 95. 

But that’s not to say it isn’t good 
value. Seven hundred notes buys you a 
486DX2-66 powered PC, 14” monitor, 


double-speed CD-ROM drive, medium 
sized hard drive and speakers. First 
time PC users will find its performance 
reasonable, but not brilliant. The 
Diamond Stealth S3-based graphics 
card punches visuals onto the screen, 
while the 486DX 66 slices through pro- 
grams and data. Sadly this good start is 
limited by a standard IDE hard drive. 
Having said this it’s still faster than 
many other 486 PCs. What really makes 
the Mesh Junior stand out from the 
crowd is its expandability. If you’re plan- 
ning to use the Junior as a low cost 
base from which to build a more power- 
ful system you won't be disappointed. 
Truth, however, is in the testing, so off 
came the lid and in went an extra 12Mb 
RAM, into the three spare sockets, with 
a brand new Seagate IDE hard drive 
going into the vacant 3 1/2” drive bay 
(leaving another two 5 1/4” spare bays). 
On top of these | added a network card 
into one of two free ISA slots, and a local 
bus EIDE interface card into one of the 
two empty VESA Local Bus sockets. 
Installing all of this was simple, existing 
cables are tied back, and the sockets 
easy to get at — there was even plenty 
of room to get my fingers in behind the 
drive bay when fitting the hard drive. 
It’s unusual to find a low-priced sys- 
tem which experienced users can 


upgrade and customise, and that new 
users be immediately comfortable with, 
although they'll also find the need to 
upgrade the basic unit. But Mesh has 
managed it and deserves applause for 
its excellent efforts. 


PCR VERDICT 


Category: 
Hardware 


System requirements: 
Not Applicable 


Plug it all in and go. No prob- 
lems here. 
For a 486 based PC it’s more 
than respectable. 


Value for money: 

Packs a punch and does it 
on a budget. 
Superb. 


| 


100Mb Diskettes £15 each 


Manufacturer: lomega 


Contact: 0800 898 563 


f your hard disk crashes you could 
be left with a system which is about 
as useful as the cones hotline. So 
the solution is to get a tape stream- 
er right? Think again. Tape stream- 
ers are expensive, and inflexible (great 
for backing up, but try running Doom on 
one and you could be waiting until next 
Christmas). However a revolutionary 
alternative is now available. It’s called a 
Zip drive and was a massive hit when it 
was launched in America recently. 
, This small blue drive is a cross 
between a floppy drive and a hard disk. 
With it you can back up your most 
important programs on 100Mb remov- 
able disks which are not much bigger 
than standard 1.44Mb floppies. And 
lomaga’s new drive is much more than 


{just a cheap alternative to a tape 
{streamer. The drive provides an effec- 
| tive way of moving information between 
| machines, it’s also a cheap way of 


expanding your hard disk’s capacity 
and it’s portable. The SCSI version of 


this drive is even capable of transferring 
programs and data from PCs to Macs 
(or vice versa). 

The Zip drive is very stylish, in fact it’s 
a bit too good looking for most of the 
PC’s it will have to sit next to. The drive 
is about the size and weight of a paper- 
back book, making it easy to carry. 
However, it’s not that portable because 
it lacks a battery. 

Although you can manage a Zip disk 
in Windows or DOS, a full set of disk 
tools are provided. These allow you to 
copy, catalogue and find files. The tools 
also allow you to manage a diskette’s 
write protection. Unlike conventional 
floppies, which use a tab, these disks 
are protected by software using a pass- 
word system. A determined hacker 
could probably break the code, but it 
should deter any casual tampering. 

| do have some reservations, though. 
The power lead plugs into the side of 
the Zip drive, restricting the number of 
places you can put the drive. lomega 
should also think again about the lack 
of a power switch, the only way to 
switch it off is to pull the plug! More seri- 
ous is the drive’s performance. The 
spec sheet claims the parallel port ver- 
sion of the drive can reach a transfer 
rate of 20Mb per minute. | found the 


| GET SERIOUS 


lan Howie Zips away those 
storage biues with a revolu- 
tionary new peripheral. 


performance of my review drive to be 
between six and 15Mb per minute 
depending on the configuration | used. 
This is pretty tame when compared to a 
hard disk (300Mb per minute) and a CD- 
ROM drive (36Mb per minute). 

Despite my criticisms, this drive has a 
lot to offer. It represents a cost effective 
way of increasing your storage require- 
ments. Now every time you need more 
storage you can just go out and buy a 
few £15 diskettes instead of a £150 hard 
drive. The Zip drive is also excellent for 
porting programs between systems. 
Let’s not forget that the drive is really 
useful for backing up your favourite soft- 
ware just in case the worst should hap- 
pen. Given its low cost, its flexibility and 


Elle Options Help 


copy == 


| copy aReucvactedak by | Com ANY EK tom enadtira | 
Swappingdisks inonadta | 


Insort SOURCE dick in drive F: and prose [Stat | 


"Copy Status 


A Just plug and copy. 


its portability the Zip drive deserves to 
have the same success here as it did in 
the United States. In fact you never 
know, one day it could become the new 
floppy disk standard. 


| 
Category: 
Removable Storage 


System |requirements: 
Parallel Port Version: any 
PC/SCSI version: PC (with a 
SCSI card) or MAC 

Ease of use: 

Installing is simple - hook it 
up and go. 

Performance: 

Average, compared to a hard 
disk. 


Value for money: 
Excellent, allows you to 
back-up, increase 

your 

storage and 

share your 

files with other 
systems. 
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GET SERIOUS 


It’s good to talk 


Eat your heart out Bob Hoskins. PC Review Labs spent a 
fortune on the phone for this month’s hardware round-up of 


fastest V.34 modems around. 


The PC Review Labs Bench Tests 


The need for speed is paramount in for 
Internet and comms use these days. 
So’s the need for an affordable price. In 
real mercenary style we hit the ‘phones 
and instructed Manufacturers to send us 
their V.34 modems, with fax capability 
and a maximum price of £300. V.34s are 
capable of transferring data at a nippy 
28,800 bps (bits per second). The V pre- 
fix signifies that the modems comply 
with an industry standard, of which 34 is 


Pace Microlin 
FX34 Pocket 


: his is the only truly portable 

: Terre modem on test here, it 

: even comes with its own battery 
: compartment so it’s safe to use with 

: laptops. Not that your average punter 
: needs to go on the road with a 

: modem, but it’s an option, and one 

: which also forces the Microlin to be 

: very streamlined indeed. It’s tiny, light, 
: and (as opposed to the LASAT) a neu- 
: tral colour. In performance the Pace 

: and LASAT were neck and neck, with- 
: out so much as a connection error 


: between them, although if anything the : 


: Pace is just that bit more user friendly 
: and has a lifetime warranty for good 
; measure. 


Contact: (01274) 532000 


Score: 7 


currently the best and fastest. These 
modems are also fax compatible, able 
to send and receive faxes — as speci- 
fied by the Group Two wording. 

For the tests we devised something a 
little special. Using a normal BT line you 
can never be sure that the test condi- 
tions will be the same each time around. 
Instead a dedicated test environment 
was established using a telephone line 
simulator. This allowed us to not only 


LASAT Safire 28.8 


being a funky blue-coloured 
3 wedge design, winning it the 
: bizarre styling of the month award - it 
: would be more at home in our ; 
: Gadgets Column! Given this good start : 
: it’s unfortunate that it doesn't manage i 
: to better the competition in price or 
: performance, and loses brownie points i 
: for having lousy bundled software. i 
: Over all the Safire is a bit of a mixed 
: bag, offering good performance 
: results, but coping badly with increas- 
ing line noise. We can’t help but feel 
: that, even if it couldn't be faulted, it 
: didn’t stand out from the crowd either, 
: apart from pure garishness. 


i T- LASAT has the distinction of 


Contact: (0800) 136 331 


Score: 7 
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reproduce perfectly clear lines, but also 
generate interference, such as echoes, 
delays and noise. 

The tests also checked for how much 
interference, otherwise known as line 
noise, the modem could tolerate. This 
was done by gradually increasing the 
amount of noise on the line in 1dB incre- 
ments until the modem gave up. If 
you're interested we used a TAS Series 
Il Telephone Network Emulator (thanks 


Volante VossNet 
V.34 Fax/Modem 


merchants covered was the 

VossNet, which isn’t even begin- 
ning to fight for the style award. It’s 
also a disappointment on the installa- 
tion front, with the software not as 
user-friendly as it could have been. 
That’s a major problem which ham- 
pered it right from the outset. To make 
matters worse for itself, it posted lousy 
speed results on heavy noise lines, 
and only managed to pull itself out of 
the communications gutter by having 
good bundled software and selling for 
a decent price. Other than that, there 
isn’t a whole lot to distance this from 
the rest of the field. 


: ast among the out-and-out speed 


: Manufacturer: Pace Micro : Manufacturer: LASAT Manufacturer: VossNett E Manufacturer: MultiTech 


Contact: (01753) 737900 


@ Price: £299 @ Price: £290 i Price: £249 I Price: £299 


Score: 6 


H and it still keeps ticking. We know, 

i because it made such a racket while 

i connecting, we decided to manhandle 

: it a little, and the noise still continued 

: unabated. The 288ZDXK was a nice lit- 

: tle performer, too, coming up with 

: good results, a touch better than those 

: of the LASAT. The software bundle isn’t : 

i bad and the manual is well laid out. E 

: Take the noise away and turn a blind j 
§ 
7 


i eye to the price, and this isn’t a bad 
i option. Not the best option either, of 
i course, but then it’s up against the 

: Hayes and Electronic Frontier. 


for Phoenix Datacom on 01296 397711), 
PCs equipped with Hayes ESPs running 
Odyssey 2.0, passing various files 
across a range of m1025 worst 
case/standard case lines. 

They were also cross-tested to see 
whether they would talk to each other at 
top speed as well as to models using 
their own chip-set. And to round every- 
thing off we also tested out their fax 
capabilities. Now that’s thorough. 


MultiTfech 
28sZDxK 


lhe MultiTech is one of those inde- : 
structible pieces of equipment that | 


you can throw around the room 


pereereerererecererred 


Contact: (01344) 891266 


Score: 7 


GET SERIOUS 


FAX MODE DIAL BACK EASE OF VALUE OVERALL 
LED SECURITY USE 


Electronic 
Frontier 


Hayes 


28.8+ Fax 
LASAT Safire 28.8 
MultiTech 288ZDXK 


Pace Microlin 
‘ FX34 Pocket 


| | Volante VossNet V.34 
Fax/Modem 


By Hayes Accura 28.8 + Fax @ Electronic Frontier XL28s8 


yoo" 


ca) FAM 


: fi able for a reasonable amount of money in the shape of the Accura range. The : ting near a TV than a dull grey PC. On top of that is 
Accura is everything a modem should be: easy to use and install, without an i takes up hardly any space, and could be easily be carried 

: overly complicated manual, and it was the fastest performance across the board : around for mobile computing. More importantly it does its job without fuss or flap 
: Of any of the tested machines. While it’s here, the rest of the £200+ guys will be i and at an incredibly low price compared to the other modems. You'll see your 

: hard pressed to compete. The only reason it isn’t a clear winner is that Electronic i documents winging across the electronic ether double-quick time, with excellent 
] Frontier came along and upset the electronic apple-cart with a modem almost i performance come what may. Even sending and receiving compressed files 
£100 cheaper that gives the Accura a damn good run for its money. Aside from i across crackly international lines it came out smelling of roses. The most out- 
Ls price, however, the Hayesmodemisa : standing thing about the XL288E how- 


Manufacturer: Hayes superb piece of kit. In the PC Review i Manufacturer: Frontier ever is its price. This round-up is based 
lab tests it turned in impressively fast on RRP where it wins hands down, but : 
Contact: (01252) 775577 


: I: the USA Hayes is synonymous with modems. Its silver boxes are now avail- : T° XL288E looks stylish, more like it should be sit- 


transfer speeds, especially for basic i Contact: (01734) 810600 even using street pricing (the price that 
| Price: £249 text where it outpaced every other a Price: £160 competitive dealers sell for) it comes 
} f : : ; 
Score: 8 model seen here, reaching a massive : Score: 9 out ahead. Without a doubt the one to 


7000 characters per second. go for. 


PC Review Technical Editors' Award 


| Modems exist purely to transfer your data, so they must be fast. But with the masses of confusing standards, jargon and protocol that sur- 
| rounds modems they must also be easy to use and install. Finally, a modem should come with a good set of basic software to get you started 
— without comms software you won't get very far on the digital highway. With superb performance and exemplary ease of use the Hayes 
Accura meets two of these requirements and hence comes in a close second, but its Electronic Frontier's XL288E with its blistering speed, 
wonderfully simple setup and comprehensive software that wins this month’s PC Review Technical Editor’s Award. 
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ate Microsoft 


Contact: 01345 002000 


One of the 
best has just 
got better, but 
Andy Leaning 
finds out that 
if you want 
the power 
you’ve got to 
pay the price. 


This program. is protected by U 5 and International copyright lave as described i in Help About. t. | 


for Windows 


Copyright® 1983-1995 
Microsoft Corporation 


Version 7.0 


ne of the less-known terms 
floating around in the PC 
world at the moment is SoHo 
-— Small office/home office. 
Basically, it means anyone 
who uses spreadsheets or wordproces- 
sors on their PC, and if that sounds like 
you, then this is one package you can’t 
live without. 

Office 95 is without doubt a monster 
of an application suite. The floppy ver- 
sion comes on 27 disks, while the CD 
version is overflowing with files. You get 
Windows 95 versions of the premiere 
word processor and spreadsheets, 
Word and Excel, a personal information 
organiser, Schedule+, and the brilliant 
presentation package PowerPoint. 
There's also features like the on-the-fly 


spelling checker that points out mis- 
takes as you make them, and an 
Answer Wizard which allows you to ask 
the program for help by typing in ques- 
tions, rather than looking for a topic in a 
list of help subjects. 

Not only that, but OLE2 — the system 
that allows you to take data from one 
type of application such as a spread- 
sheet, and then enter and edit it within 
another application such as a word- 
processor — has much easier to use. 
This is because most Office 95 applica- 
tions have been tidied up to look like 
each other. So there is now less confu- 
sion when menus change as you switch 
between the different types of data. For 
instance, dragging illustrations from 
PowerPoint into Excel, and Excel 


Sneak preview 
time, when cre- 
ating a new doc- 
ument you can 
get a quick pre- 
view of tem- 
plates if you 
want. Also see 
how templates 
are held in 
groups accord- 
ing to their type. 
> 


Fees Letters & Fenes | Reports | 


spreadsheets into 
Word is straightforward as the only dif- 
ference between the Word and Excel 
menus is the Table menu. The compati- 
bility is further enhanced with the binder 
system which lets you combine work 
from all the different applications in one 


7 Microsoft Woul -Unizunerd:s 
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A Whiter than White washes. Before and after OLE usage. On the left is a document in Word while I’m editing 
the normal text. The screen shot on the right shows how the menus and tool bars change when I double click 
to edit the spreadsheet object (from Excel) live in Word. Notice how the tool bar changes, but in the menu only 


the ‘Table’ menu changes. 
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Contemporay Contemporay Elegant Fax Elegant Letter 
Fox Letter 


A WN 8 


FaxWizsid Letter Wizard 


w| 


Feeder just 
Letter 


; Create Now 
| © Docume Template 


document. As well as these feature| 
improvements there are also many 
changes beneath the surface that aren't 
visible but make the programs faster. 
The different applications share much of 
their internal code, this means that 
when loading Excel after Word has been 
started Windows only needs to load bits 
it doesn’t already have in memory — 
resulting in faster loading times. The 
same dictionaries are also used 
between the programs, cutting down on 


the disk space used. 


} 
The word! | 
The changes to the individual program: 
are less dramatic. Word's as familiar a: 
ever with the key difference being th: 
speedier __ text-formatting system 
AutoCorrect has also been expande 
and improved, words without vowel 
are no longer capitalised. It also allow, 
various styles of layout to be easily cre 
ated. For instance, entering a numbe 
followed by a space and text will creat 
a numbered list — no messing aroun| 


Regrets, I’ve got a few... 


Until Novell and Corel get their office 
suites out there’s nothing to really touch 
Office 95 for users of Windows 95. So 
how come it’s only got a PC Review score 
of eight out of ten, and not a coveted 
award? Put simply Office 95 Standard 
Edition (seen here) is missing several 
important elements, for both business 
and home users. Most significantly is a 
database. True you could use the data- 
base facilities of Excel or the name and 
address book in Schedule+, but these 
aren't full databases. As an application 
suite for offices it sorely needs a data- 
base, more than a presentation package 
or personal organiser. Why Microsoft 


with the formatting menu here. Likewise 
simple graphics effects can also be eas- 
ily produced without having to use the 
drawing tools — typing in three equals 
signs in a row will automatically produce 
a line across the page. Don’t get the 
wrong idea, though, while they don’t 
sound exciting these changes really do 
make life easier - once you've experi- 
enced typing in Word 7 with its clever 
AutoCorrection, you'll loathe using 
Word 6. 

On the other hand Excel has been 
dramatically improved. For starters it’s 
been rewritten from scratch to 
make it much, much faster. 
Recalculation times are way 
up on previous versions, and 
with the extra speed avail- 
able new facilities have 
been added to allow 
common operations to 
be performed with mini- 
mum effort. For example, when you 
create a column (list) of names, Excel 
automatically figures out what you'll 
want to enter in the next cell based on 
the previous entries. Other tricks include 
the ability to carry out one of five com- 
mon calculations automatically on a col- 
lection of cells just by highlighting the 
cells and clicking on the function name. 
There are lots of other goodies as well 
as those; cells with cell-notes are now 
shown with a little red dot in the corner 
of the cell, while column and row inser- 
tions are graphically displayed. Like 
Word too, Excel also has the 
AutoCorrect facility, and uses the same 
dictionary saving both disk space and 
dictionary maintenance time — no need 
to add words to two dictionaries. 

PowerPoint 7 also has a few new 
tricks, such as animation and the ability 
to add notes to a presentation during its 
display and the option to show a mono 


| version of a slide so changes can be 


made to compensate for black and 
white printers. Then there are other aids 
to make life in PowerPoint easier. 
Inserting a new slide in a presentation 
brings up a dialog box prompting you 
for a default slide format to use as a new 


chose to drop its database, Access, from 
Office (it was in previous versions) and 
replace it with Schedule+ we'll probably 
never know, but without it it’s not com- 
plete as an office applications suite. 
Another missing element, but not so 
important, is some form of graphics pro- 
gram. Not vital to business users, it would 
none the less have been a useful addi- 
tion. Given the importance of graphics to 
DTP and presentation programs, which 
Office with Word and PowerPoint pro- 
vides, a drawing or painting program 
ought to be included. As a final note, it’s 
worth pointing out that the Professional 
Edition of Office 95 has a, Access in it. 


template (making creation easier) along 
with a timer so you can accurately judge 
how long a presentation will last. 
Schedule+ is now a fully functioning 
PIM: with meeting managers, address 
books even the ability to import from 
Sharp IQ calculators (via a serial link) or 
program the Timex data watch. You can 
also transfer data from the name and 
address book in Schedule+ to a Word 
file for quick letters and the like. 


lv’s a knockout! 
Now the bit you’re waiting for. The final 
conclusion. Well, the down side of all 
these wonderful features is that a 
lot of people will have to 
upgrade their machines 
if they want to use them. 
On a 486DX 33MHz with 
8Mb RAM it often took sev- 
eral seconds for a menu to 
drop down, while the Open 
and Save dialogs took up to 
three seconds to appear. But the 
extra features are worth the wait. The 
time the program saves by correcting 
mistakes as they’re entered rather than 
the user changing them later makes up 
for much of the time spent waiting for it. 
In conclusion Microsoft Office 95 is 
classic piece of software, taking some- 
thing everyone thought was great and 
expanding it further without loosing any- 
thing in the process. It’s now easier to 
use, more powerful and functional 
where it counts. The only problem 
being as men- 
tioned earlier that 
owners of slower 
systems will doubt- 


W Microsoft Word Diskumond 


less need new 
hardware. Until 
Novell and Corel 


ship their version of 
Win 95 application 
suites Office 95 is 
simply the best of 
its type, a knockout 
product. If only it 
had a database 
rather than a per- [rs 
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4 Easy does it! If you’ve got a list of words and start typing in the next 
cell Excel looks at the previous entries and makes a very intelligent 
guess as to what you’re going to type next and expands it for you. Here it 
thought I’d want to type ‘Mr. Blond’ because it found a previous cell 


matching the ‘Mr. BI’ ’d ped in. 


X Microsoft Excel = Ponkas: 
) Fie Edit View Insert Format Tools Data 


Window Hel 


Dléli| Slaly| |elelo| ol) za) al%) slo] a] rr—z ‘ole 
ar e{ zo) = ||) e o/ecl, [eal 9) 2] Oe eH 


{> [I\ Sheet! (Shee® {Shen A Sheets 
Ready 


eet A Sheeto Ala] 2 CSA) A 


{Sum=410 INOM | 


iWStart} BY Microsoft Wor., | A3My Computer | FY Microsott Wer., | (wera [ZY word!, - Paint Reena | 5:39 PM 


A Click on any group of cells and 
Excel will automatically work out 
one of five possible calculations, 
in this case using SUM, the 
answer can be seen at the bottom 
of the window. 


Dead Sea Scrolls. Well it doesn’t 
any more, but Word 7 does, and as 
you scroll through a document the 
Pages that the scroli bar moves 
over are shown in a box next to 
the slider. ¥ 


Question of the Month.... 


What do 


Captain Kangaroo 
Bruce Willis 


Die Hard 3 


oo 


Application Suite 


System) requirements: 

Any PC running Windows 95 

Ease ofuse: 

Not simple to use, but a joy 

once you get used to it. 

Performance: 

Good, but most people will 

end up upgrading their hard- 
rmoney: | 

Reasonable, but not outstand- 

ing. Would be nice to have a 

database, and some form of 

graphics program 

to create pic- 

tures for 

PowerPoint 

and Word with. 
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COMPLETE MULTIMEDIA KIT 


: 16 BIT SOUND CARD STEREO FM SYNTH 

DUAL SPEED CD-ROM DRIVE, AZTECH LABS SOUND CHIP MIDI QUAD SPEED CD-ROM DRI, 

300 KB/SEC DATA TRANSFER, AMPLIFIED POWER SPEAKERS 217 MSEC ACCESS TIME 

350 MSEC ACCESS TIME, CHOOSE 2 CD-ROMS FROM 5 TITLES 8.3 MB/SEC 128 KB BUFFER 

128 KB BUFFER, + DUAL SPEED OR QUAD SPEED DRIVE MpCo CODAICD-ROM. 

MPC2, CD-DA, CD-ROM, ’ , CD-ROM, 

CD PHOTO, CD AUDIO, CD-! CD PHOTO, CD AUDIO, CD-! 
PLAY BUTTON EASY TO USE! 


IDE CONNECTIVITY, VERY FAST 


PLAY BUTTON EASY TO USE! 
aad as *PREE Me. AIS ORGO 


IDE CONECTIVITY, 
*FREE SOFTWARE* 


PL. COnt 


Ene Cita 10, 
WE iG ‘el 


ALL MULTIMEDIA COMPONENTS AVAILABLE 
SEPERATLY CALL FOR PRICING 


HS MONTH'S SPECIAL 


SOUND CARD 32 WAVE TABLE SYNTHESIS 


£45.48 SURROUND SOUND 3D 
Ww Ly) . >| > )| (5/a\| \IN KE ARS 
sinpeg pias : £25.00 
SOUND PRO Ill 16 3 INTERFACE STEREO SCREENED a les C4524 
80 WATT POWER SPEAKERS SOUNDWOOFER 24QW sPOWER £59'50 
ENE CL EVARLE 22One YAMAHA YST-MSW10 SUBWOOFER SERVO £89.45 


RBOARD 
TV CAPABILITIES ON YOUR COMPUTER Roane L BEAT THIS 
DISPLAY AND CAPTURE VIDEO FULL UPGRADE KIT CAN BE FITTED £480 
CALL FOR DETALL 


THEATRE QUALITY FULL MOTION 
VIDEO PLAYBACK 


NETOSURFERS 
INT FAX/MODEM VOICE 9600 ©35.4 
GRAPHICS STAR 500 IMb INT FAX/MODEM VOICE 14400 65.4 


2 MEGA BYTE UPGRADE INT FAX/MODEM 28,800 V32_ 205.7 


EXTERNAL PARALLEL AND SCS! CD-ROM DRIVES AVAILABLE CALL FOR LATAEST INFORMATION,SPECIALS EVERY MONTH! | 
100 TOP CD-ROM TITLES AVAILABLE INCLUDING GAMES, GRAPHICS,ENCYCLOPEADIA’S, UTILITIES AND HOME OFFICE | 


Prices & Specifications are subject to change without notice E&O E. 
3 6 h) VA 
\ W/ \) \ | J) ul ATS WLI ¢ ( 


PERFORMERS SUITE 43 ORWELL HEIGHTS, EDGEWORTH ING TE ee IP2 OLB. 
© Copyright PERFORMERS. All trademarks are recognised. Prices + P&P & exclude VAT. 


GRAPHICS STAR 300 IMb 


Professiona 


CV Write: 


utting together a decent cur- 
riculum vitae or CV has always 
been a tricky task, so when 
the time comes you will prob- 
ably need as much help as 
you can get. This program guides you 
step-by-step to the perfect CV, using a 
wide range of examples and other tricks 
to put you in a creative frame of mind. 
Also included are various covering let- 
ters, some TrueType fonts, a 100,000 
/ word spell checker (American unfortu- 
nately) and even a list of au 


Manufacturer: VCI Software 


Contact: (01923) 255553 


dynamic sounding words! 

CV Writer comes on a CD that has to 
be kept in the drive as a form of copy 
protection. There’s also a thin seven 
Page manual that covers the basics of 
designing a CV, including some advice 
on whether to go for the chronological 


SEL or the functional approach or a 
2] mixture of the two. 


Help 


| The first stage is to create a 

rough, using the drag and drop 
layout to build up the sections in 
the order you want them. The sec- 
tions cover name and address, 
experience and qualifications as 


<4 It’s easy, just fill in the 
blanks for a ready-made 
Cv. 


GameStar buttons can be pro- 

|| grammed buttons to simulate 

|| keyboard key presses. But it 

|| needs this interface to work. V 


—— 


Able to turn his hand to anything (to quote 
one High Court Judge), Jim Gillies was just 
jthe man to try out yet another 


he problem with joysticks is 
that for a great many games 
there just aren’t enough but- 
tons. A typical beat ’em up has 
loads of moves that a two but- 
ton ’stick just can’t handle. Then there 
are games that have so many moves 
they need a keyboard to work. What’s 
needed is some kind of joystick that has 
a lot of buttons and can take over from 

= the keyboard, 
Nand this is 
<= precisely 


| GET SERIOUS 


We think Charlies Hathaway is looking 
for a job. This program might help him. 


The ideas section is handy too 
giving you ideas for your CV. > 


well as less common ones such as hob- 
bies, military service and so on. Each 
section can then be filled in using the 
custom dialogue box. The text is auto- 
matically formatted for you and you can 
preview the CV on screen at any time. 

Once you've entered the facts and fig- 
ures, you can alter the formatting of 
each or all of the sections as you see fit. 
You are given a fair degree of control 
over the typeface and appearance of the 
CV, but not quite enough to make indi- 
vidual lines really stand out. 

An export option would be useful for 
fine-tuning, but on the whole the printed 
output is very good indeed. 

The previews are frustratingly slow 
and the cut and paste facilities could be 
better. On balance though, CV Writer is 
an excellent program. I'll certainly give it 
the job of doing my CV — when the time 
comes of course... 


Price: £39.99 


Manufacturer: Euromax 
Contact: | Contact: (01262) 601006. 601006 


joypad. 


what the GameStar sets out to do. 

The joypad is the same basic six but- 
ton layout, but the buttons are perhaps 
a little bit too close together and the 
index-finger cut-outs in the underside 
seem to have been based on ergonom- 
ic data taken from the Roswell autopsy. 

The Gamestar works by proving a lim- 
ited, but definable keyboard (in the 
shape of a joypad, of course). The pad 
itself plugs into an adaptor into which 
the keyboard is plugged. A lead from 
the adaptor then goes to the normal 
keyboard port at the back of your PC. It 
has a separate socket to allow your key- 
board to remain connected and plug- 
ging it all in takes about two minutes. 
There are two ways to program the 
joypad. You can run the Gamestar 
program which displays a key- 
board and the joypad. Just click 
on the joypad key and then the 
keyboard press it should mimic. 

It’s from here that you can save 


your configurations. To program, 
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Application 


CD-ROM running Windows 
Value for money: 
Remarkable — 

every job 

hunter should 

have one. 


the pad in-game, just press “Set” on the 
adaptor and then it’s “joypad press, 
keyboard; joypad, keyboard” until 
you’re happy. The main problems with 
configuring in-game is that it can get a 
little confusing as to whether you're 
using keyboard or joypad and if you 
need more than six keys you can forget 
about it. Using a mixture of keyboard 
and joypad is impossible since the 
adapter acts as a switching box, so only 
one can be connected at a time. 
Gamestar comes with a pre-set Doom 
configuration, but unless you’re a pre- 
frontal lobotomy type then | wouldn't 
recommend it. It was pretty decent with 
shoot ’em ups and needless to say it’s a 
lot better than the keyboard for beat ’em 
ups. The best thing about this kind of 
approach is that it allows you to use a 
joypad on games that either don’t allow 
it at all, or get a bit shirty when you do. 


[catego 


Programmable joypad 


System requiremen 


DOS 2 and\above 


Value for 
Nothing very 
special, but it 
might come in 
handy for the 
odd game. 


Tel: 01274 532000 Fax: 01274 537029 Fax Information Service: 01274 531323 Email: pace@cix.compulink.co.uk 


Y 


: Notso long ago, ina world much ike ous. own, a, . 


mankind endured every hardship to enter cyberspace - 


Aowever great the cost. But that was betore Nethakk, a 
solution so complete and easy to use that, from.a mete E39, 
anyone with a PC could take off and explore the \nternet. 
Preparation took less than 10 Earth minutes -— and heralded 


a new era of freedom for millions. 
oo. : 
This is the story of those 
10 minutes... 


2 


Now you can be on the Net in minutes - travelling through 
cyberspace, meeting new people, sharing knowledge and ideas. 
Offering the complete solution for discovering the Internet, you 
can choose between the Netlink, which includes a 14,400bps 
Pace modem for only £139*, or the outstanding performance of 
Netlink Gold including a V.34, 28,800bps modem and Internet 
phone sampler software for just £229*. 
Both come with full Internet software, 21 days free Internet 


access and an invaluable Internet guide. 


Netlink - all you need to hook up to the 
Internet. All from just £139 including VAT. 


Available from selected branches of... 


Byte Superstores 0114 261 0333 
Comet 01923 714413 


Evesham Micros 01386 765500 
HMV 0171 631 3423 
Misco 01933 400400 
Virgin 0171 631 1234 


...and other retailers nationwide. Call Pace for your nearest outle 


PACE 


Pace Micro Communications Ltd, Victoria Road, Shipley BD18 3LF. 


* includes 


fficeBlox is a suite of mini-pro- 
grams that are designed to 
work as an integrated desk- 
top environment and help to 
simplify operations involving 
multiple applications. First up is 
Toolbox, which acts rather like the tool- 
bar of Microsoft office; you can assign 


{ buttons on the bar which will launch fre- 


quently-used applications, or even doc- 
uments, simply by dragging and drop- 
ping their icon over the bar. 

The rest of the applications are small 
utilities for performing simple functions: 
CalcBox — a calculator and simple 
spreadsheet; NoteBlox — a notepad; 
and ListBlox, a sort of simplified data- 
base-cum-spreadsheet. What makes 
them particularly useful, however, is 
their OLE support — it is possible to link 


Manufacturer: Softblox 


Contact: (001) 404 892 0202 


hese days, most Windows 
packages rely heavily on “but- 
ton bars” to simplify many of 
their operations; by removing 
the need to access numerous 
menus — or worse, memorise multiple 
Key combinations — life for the average 
user is now easier and more productive. 


50 what do you do if your favourite 
application doesn’t permit you to make 
tse of this sort of button bar? Have no 
ear, SmartPad comes to the rescue. 
SmartPad, at its most basic level, is a 
tility for designing your own button 
‘ars, whether you want to create a 
licrosoft Office-style control panel for 
iunching frequently-used applications, 
r design a personalised bar of your 
lost used program commands. For 
<ample, in the latter case, you might 


OfficeBlox 


if anybody needed their life 
organising, it’s Pat Fox. So 
we gave him OfficeBlox. 


fin ‘ CD AND DISK 
Pri ce: £58.78 


Manufacturer: AlphaBlox 


Contact: 01628 23458 


or embed components of each utility 
into the other, and also into documents 
from other OLE-compatible applica- 
tions. Put simply, this means that you 
might, for example, put a spreadsheet 
from CalcBox into a ListBlox list, or 
include a note from NoteBlox in a Word 
for Windows document, in order to 
remind yourself of something. 

Each of the components works well, 
and the integration is practically seam- 
less. With a whole series of integrated 
packages promised for the future, this 
suite is worthwhile for someone who 


|W Enabled 
|W Enable Shortcut Keys T Keep On Top 


> Current Pad Attributes ———_______—— 
I Allow startup through DDE 


Pads inthe curent profi: 

X © SOD - Communications 
| X©@ SOD - Pulldown Menu 
X©@ SOD - Utilities 
ve 


(SmaitPsd Office Director 
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Ose] Ala [sale] : 


Petsonal 


OT 


| | 
Geneial | Broker-Trader | Business and Home Office |] Educational | Financial | Leiswe 


Reference Using Blox | 


‘) 
pe} 
24 

Datesto 


List = ListBlox 


Address fist 
Fle Edt Bkx Help 


pee Peleioseapel le perc lpay 
Fret =] lvl | Far) 


e ¢ 


Idea 


Phone call 


| [Things to do] Things not to do [Th 


Coches 


ings to wear [Things to eat 


A Keep track of your life with 
OfficeBlox’s suite of handy utili- 
ties. The ListBlox allows you to 
keep tabs on all those important 
reminders. 


makes intensive use of several different 
types of application, since it provides a 
common set of tools for use in a variety 
of applications. The only question is 
whether you really need another calcu- 
lator, another notebook and another 
way of launching applications when all 
these are already present, in some 
form, within Windows 95 itself. 


SmartPad 


|Pat Fox investigates a small — but perfectly 
formed — utility with very big ideas. 


[None] DDE 5Btns OTabs | | 
[None] DDE 6Bins OTabs | 
[None] DDE 12Btns OTabs \4 


SS DDE. 1SBine 3 Tabs © 


A The SmartPad editor allows you to create detailed button bars with 
the minimum of fuss - even generic toolbars that can be used across 
several different applications. 


Category: 
Win 95 utility suite 


System requirements: 
Any PC running Windows 95 


Value for money: 
Good, but most 
of its utilities 

are already 

part of 

Windows 95. 


wish to group together tools such as 
Cut, Copy and Paste in a particular way; 
you can also use the same bar in differ- 
ent programs, thus ensuring standardi- 
sation across applications. 

In addition to being able to launch 
applications, or assign menu com- 
mands to a button, SmartPad also 
allows you to create a button that will 
execute a series of predefined key- 
presses — a useful way to simplify 
tasks that might require multiple menu 
commands, without having to define a 
macro menu command. 

There is a whole lot more to 
SmartPad than could ever be covered 
here. It is potentially a very powerful tool 
and an aid to productivity. However, 
with the increasing configurability of 
modern Windows applications, and the 
advent of the simplified Windows ’95 
interface, | can’t help wondering 
whether the day-to-day user really has 
need of such power. 


Category: 
Windows utility suite 


System re 
Any PC running Windows 95 


Value for money: 
A good tool 

for increasing 
productivity in 
applications. 
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The hottest CD in town, with 100s of files with Pin-Uy 


(includes Membership Discounts at Special Prices 


(8) Proof of age required. We do not condone or supply illicit hardcore mater 


gee eee ey 


THE STAG NITE 
CD ROM 
19935 


PLUS FREE 1 YEAR -MEMBERSHIP 


550181 807 9S 


For free sample Bulletin Board 


Please rush me a copy of THE STAG NITE CD ROM. | am over 18 years of age. 
Sign Here 
Please tick box if you would like Free Membership to the MEN ONLY CD ROM CLUB. 
Tick Here E 
Full Name 
Address 
Post Code 


Send Payment to: Fluent Systems, Unit F16A, Cecil Wharf, Lee Valley Trading Estate, 
Angel Road, Edmonton N18 8BP. 
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STYLE Writer 


John Kennedy re-lives a crush on his 
English Teacher as he flirts with a utility 


to improve writing skills. 


Supplier: Editor Software 


hile word processors 
ensure that we don't 
have any excuses for 
misspelling, style is 
something else and this 
s what StyleWriter attempts to improve. 
\ts not a word processor replacement, 
out rather a utility that runs in the back- 
ground. If your word processor sup- 
dorts the Dynamic Data Exchange 
(DDE) standard, such as MicroSoft 
Nord or AmiPro, then a menu option 
nith invoke the style check. If DDE is not 
available, then it will analyse text placed 
n the clipboard. 


StyleWriter Help 


iS [=] 
| File Edit Bookmark rene } 


4 Comprehensive on-line help 
facilities: although useful, they 
aren't as attractive as my 
English Teacher, Miss Erwin. 


StyleWriter looks for long sentences, 
passive verbs and a long list of other 
possible problems. You can fine-tune it 
to the style of writing you are working 


| GET SERIOUS 


n (legal, academic, general 
and so on) and then watch ra 
your prose heartlessly torn 
apart in front of your eyes. 

If you already own Word or some 
other WP with grammar checking, it will 
be hard to justify the expense of 
StyleWriter. Word will pick up many of 
the same faults (and some others too) 
and will offer suggestions and let you 
make changes easily, but one thing 
StyleWriter does have is excellent help 
facilities. If you really want to know what 
a "passive verb" actually is and why you 
shouldn't use one, then look here. 

As a stand alone program, StyleWriter 
would have been much more useful 
(with e-mail programs for example) if 
there was an option to install a full 
spelling checker, rather than a list of 
2000 common mistakes. It's still an inter- 
esting program though. 


Total Sentences: 
Words in Sentences: 
Passive Verbs: 


Average Sentence Length: 20 Excellent 
Passive Index 


Sentence Lengths 


Dexceticnt for General Writing 


Average 
Length 


0 5 1015 20 25 30 35 40 45 50+ 
Sentence Length (words) 


Wiig Tost [Seno Wikeg [2] Long Sentence ti 20TH 


— 
Utility 

System requirements: 

Any Windows PC 

Value for money: 

If you have 

Word, think 

hard: other- 

wise consider 

this strongly. 


In ‘95 Advis 


in 95 Advisor is a some- 
| what curious program 
| — its sole purpose in life 
| is to help you install 
} Windows 95 — find 
{roblems, report prospective Windows 
\5 performance on your system and 
ienerally help with the installation. 

| After running the main program which 
ses Touchstone's neat little information 


Anting utility to collect as much detail 


Price: £29.95 
Manufacturer: Touchstone 


Contact: 01442 862612 


about your system as it can, (from the 
date of the BIOS to the number of hard 
drives) you're then given a rating. If 
you're likely to run into problems with 


the performance of 


Aaeced, 10/13/34 
|) sus: 188. Po. scst 
16 MB Total Memory 
|) S27MB Had Drive 


1.4043 1/2) Fleopy 


The eystem Bd not detect a Pig and Play 
BOS, Chock PrP BS wopade 
vaste lr 


Windows 985, it'll be 
highlighted here. 


<4 The bench- 
mark utility 
gives your 
system a 
Windows 95 
suitability rat- 
ing. Just in 
case you 
can't read the 
minimum 
requirements. 


|: Intel Pentium, 90 MHz 
}: Integrated NPU 

= ISA PCI 

: DOS 6.20: Windows 3.11 


Non Phag and Play 


Charles Hathaway discovers an even more 
2axpensive way to upgrade to Windows 95... 


But so what? You've probably got a 
pretty good idea already what your PC 
can do — do you really need another 
program to tell you? 

If you've got incompatible hardware 
you get no help either — all the pro- 
gram offers is to let you read through a 
long text file where most of the contacts 
turn out to be US. Other elements of the 
program include a planning checklist, 
an installation tutorial, some facts and 
figures on disk space and a multimedia 
benchmark to tell you how much faster 
Windows 95 is once you get it installed. 

You also get a virus checker called 
PC-cillin, a very useful compression 
program and a text editor to let you 
remove existing device drivers from 
your system files. But what's the point if 
it can't tell you which files to back up or 
remove? 

Win ’95 Advisor looks like a poor 
attempt to cash in on the worries of 
thousands of prospective upgraders. In 
short, it's little more than a souped-up 
read me file with knobs on. 


A Win 95 Advisor may not be 
good for much, but at least you 
get a free virus checker. 


Category: | 


Utility 


System requirements: : 


Any PC running Windows 
For 99% of 


upgraders it's 
pointless, sub- 
scribe to PC 
Review instead. 
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GET Fcagss00sn exclusive review — 


CorelDRAW 5 


lt’s been a long time but it was worth the wait. David 
Bradwell tries out the huge new version of Corel Draw. 


Publisher: Corel 
Price: £495, upgrade £199/£299 


Contact: (0800) 581028 


raphic artists beware! 

CorelDRAW 6 is far more than 

just a drawing program. It’s 

actually a suite of applications 

and utilities that all work 
together to offer virtually unlimited 
design possibilities. Whether you just 
want to pep up a poster with a bit of clip 
art or you want to produce complex 3D 
graphics and animations, the latest 
version could well be for you. 

The desktop publishing program 
Ventura has been dropped from this 
release so Corel can _ develop 
CorelDRAW 6 as a standalone applica- 
tion. In its place there’s a new version of 
the image editor Photo-Paint, a new 3D 
modelling program called Dream 3D, 
Motion 3D for 3D text and logo anima- 
tion, and Presents — a multimedia pre- 
sentation graphics program. While there 
are more powerful 3D products on the 
market, with CorelDRAW 6 this is the 
first time so much has been bundled 
together into one comparatively afford- 
able package. 


Useful utilities 
There’s also a batch of rather nifty 
utilities contained in the new version, 
including a multimedia resource manag- 
er, a font controller, and an instant 3D 
effects generator for text and graphics. 
Getting your head round the creative 
potential of all the different components 
is tough enough — and that’s before 
you have to learn how to use them. 
Historically CorelDRAW has always 
been lauded for being rich in features, 
but then criticised for being difficult to 
work with. The new version is a lot more 
approachable. There’s a consistent 
interface between all the different appli- 
cations, and far more on-line assistance. 
As the suite is a collection of 32-bit 
applications, you’ll need to be running 
Windows 95 to install it, although a ver- 
sion for IBM’s OS/2 Warp operating sys- 
tem is also on the cards. You'll also need 
a fairly high spec machine. A full instal- 
lation requires a staggering 180Mb of 


2 CorelDREAM 3D 


= Edt View — Scene) Windows aT 


apache apple baseball 


Universe 


{ Colors 1.shd 


brs 


bee boxtruck 


A It’s a drag act! Corel Dream 3D makes full use ar icons, with drag & Green to make 3D pedaling very easy. 


Just pick the shapes you want and drag them into position! 


4 The Lens roll-up is just one of 
many floating menus that let you 
access the most powerful features 
of the program. 


hard disk space, although if space is 
tight you can choose to omit certain 
applications or run the program directly 
from the, wait for it, four CDs! Ideally you 
should also have a Pentium processor in 
your machine and lots of memory — 
especially for the 3D components. | did 
try to run it on the minimum recom- 
mended system and at times it was 
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4 Corel Motion 3D allows video 
with 3D effects to be created, now 
you can add your own tacky intros 
to wedding videos... 


painfully slow. 

To fully do justice to every part of the 
CorelDRAW suite I’d need to take over 
the entire magazine. But, as space is 
tight, I've concentrated on the three 
main elements: CorelDRAW itself, and 
two of its main components Dream 3D, 
and Motion 3D. Of the other bundled 
applications, Photo-Paint and Presents 


Camera 1 


Light 1 


| Patternl.shd | Tutonal.shd 


are the most significant, being an 
extremely capable image editor and 
multimedia presentation graphics pack- 

age respectively. 

The main application, CorelDRAW 6,} 
has a new interface and lots of signifi-| 
cant improvements. It’s easier to use) 
than previous versions, and the on-line} 
help is much better. This comes in the 
form of Wizards (which lead you step- 
by-step through common tasks), tutor 
notes, and right mouse button support. 
New users can work through the com- 
prehensive on-line tutorial which intr 
duces the basic features and tech 
niques required to get the most out of 
the software. 

Other improvements include a multi- 
ple document interface, so you car 
have more than one image open at < 
time, and there’s precision down to one 
micron, should you need it. As well as al 
of the usual drawing tools, CorelDRAV 


come to CorelDRAW 


Start a New CorelDRAW Graphic a 


Start a new-graphic with the current default settinas. z 


Open a CorelDRAW Graphic 
Work on an existing CorelDRAW file, — 


Openthe LastGraphicEdited 
“Work on the most recently edited CorelDRAW file, 


Choose a Template to Begin Your Graphic _ 
‘Select from:50 plofessionally desianed templates tanging 
from newsletter designs to business cards; 


‘Start the CorelDRAW Tutorial ne 
Learn how to use CorelDRAW by example: 


Shaw this Welcome Screen at'startup 


4 The new welcome screen makes it a lot easier to get started with 


CorelDRAW 6. 


6 also comes with all sorts of special 
effects, accessed through floating 
menus. You can tint objects, extrude 
their edges, make an object partially 
transparent, apply effects to text and a 
whole lot more besides. As you can 
imagine, it takes a while to discover 
what all these roll-ups do, but if you want 
to get the most out of the program it 
will be time well spent. It’s 
incredibly powerful once mas- 
tered! 


iv’s a modelier’s 
dream 

Dream 3D is a 3D modelling 
and rendering application that 
helps you create 3D illustrations with 
pre-defined models and surface tex- 
tures. It’s based on RayDream Designer, 
an old Windows and Mac 3D application 
and adopts a simple drag and drop 
approach. You can create your own 


| models or import and adapt those sup- 


plied with the program. You can then 


| adjust the viewing angle, shading, sur- 


face texture and colour until you get the 
effect you want. 

Motion 3D lets you create a virtual 
world and then move objects around 
within it. The resulting animation can be 
saved as an AVI video file, which can 
then be viewed as a stand-alone movie 
or imported into multimedia presenta- 


| tions and applications (take a look at 


| this months Video feature for other AVI 


video creation and editing packages). 
You can create text objects within the 
program or import 3D models and 
graphics from elsewhere. You can then 
apply surface textures, lights, and move- 
ment, and change the camera viewpoint 
and experiment until it all works well 
together. Be warned though, that it can 
take a long time to render a 3D scene. 
Thankfully you can use wireframe pre- 
views when you’re putting your movie 
together, and then only hit the render 


button when you're finished. Even for a 
short movie there’ll be plenty of time for 
a refreshing cup of tea! 


And finally... 

As well as the applications and utilities 
mentioned above, CorelDRAW comes 
with 25,000 bits of clipart, hundreds of 
photographs, 3D models and video 
clips, which explains why it 
"| comes on four CDs! With this 
lot you certainly can’t com- 
4 plain about value for money, 
even at this price and there’s 
no excuse for ever running 
short of inspiration. You may 
need to take a week off work 
to get to grips with the monster, 
but when you do, you'll find it the most 
awesome and powerful graphics pack- 
age ever released. 


Category: 

Graphics software 
System requirements: 
486DX2-66 with 8Mb RAM 
Ease of use: 

It can be difficult going, but 
it’s still easier than the 
previous version. 
Performance: 
Impressive, although it 
needs lots of hardware. 
Value for money: 

With over 25,000 clipart 
images, 1,000 fonts, 1,000 
photographs, 750 3D 
models, 260 

video clips, 

plus 1,500 

actors, props 

and sounds — 

it’s a bargain. 


Cho 


or Pammy! 


Subscribe to PC R 
can choose to have either the 
excellent Widget Workshop edu- 
tainment program or|the Pamela 
Anderson, or Chippendatcs 
screensavers, delivered to your 
door absolutely free.|Not only that 
but we’re offering a special 
introductory one years’ 


subscription discount too. 


For more information and to subscribe by Direct 
Debit please see pages 68/69 


IEW and you 
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‘PC REVIEW SUBSCRIPTION FORM 


I 
I Please enter my subscription to PC Review. 


I Please tick as required: 
HD disk option (12 issues) 
y S UK surface mail £47.40 
I O Overseas surface mail £55.00 
Ia Europe airmail £65.00 
QO Overseas airmail £95.00 


(4 Overseas surface mail £67.00 
Q Europe airmail £77.00 
QO Overseas airmail £107.00 


CD-ROM free gift 

Q Widget Workshop (IC10) 

O Pamela Anderson Screen Saver (IC1y) 
Q Chippendales Screen Saver (IC1z) 


I 
I 
I CD-ROM option (12 issues) 
i (4 UK surface mail £49.40 
| 
| 


(source code: IC1N) 
I Free gift offer open to UK residents only. 
INGUTG Nek casas oesgucisdeccastscaveasaccescisvaswaysis coi ssveavesdeadiseevadstastesdasditaasaeveieacai ; 
Address . 


I A) CREDIT CARD PAYMENT 
Please charge my Visa/Access/Mastercard/Amex 


| 

feawve FO OOOO00O00o00 
card Expiry Date: | | | LJ 
| 
| 
| 


Your signature: Date: 2. -:sccc.0cc0c3 1995 
1 B) CHEQUE 

I | enclose a cheque for £......... (sterling) made payable to EMAP Images Ltd. 

| Once you have completed the form please send it to: PCR Subscriptions, FREEP- 
1 OST (LE5981), Leicester LE87 4AB. Free postage only applies within the UK. 
Subscribers outside the UK should send coupon with payment to PCR 
Subscriptions, Tower House, Sovereign Park, Lathkill St, Market Harborough, 


01858 468888 


From time to time PC Review would like to send you information of products and services that 
we feel may be of interest to you. If you do not wish to receive this information please tick this 
box: O Offer closes on 30 November 1995. Please allow 28 days for fulfilment from receipt of 
order. Your free gift is sent separately from your 1st issue. EMAP Images reserves the right 
to provide an alternative software gift in the event of the unavailablity of your requested gift. 
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C) OR CALL THE SUBSCRIPTION 
HOTLINE (9.30am-5.30pm Mon-Fri): 


GET SERIOUS CHET 


SMARTBook 4 Tutorial 


Im the last issue of PC Review we gave away the rather 
brilliant SMARTBook 4. This month ian Howie shows how 
to use some of SMARTBook 4’s powerful buttons to create 
interactive productions and more. 


This month we'll be exploring 
s | the button tool in order to cre- 

ate some navigation controls 
within a book. Plus we’ll also be 
devising a simple slide show for 
you to create. First create a book 
with at least three pages as 
explained in issue 48 page 12. Now 
go to page one and add some text 
with the ‘A’ icon. 


Next we’re going to add a 
Drie which will take a 

reader to page three. In the 
toolbar is a small icon with a finger 
pressing on a button. Select this 
icon and then click where you want 
the button on the page. To change 
the button’s properties, click on 
the one you've just created and a 
properties dialog will appear. Type 
‘Goto Page 3’ in the text box to 
change the button’s name. Now click on Style box and select one of the 
options. To alter the button’s colour click on the colour button and select 
a colour from the pallet, I’ve chosen red. Selecting the colour for the text 
is similar just click on the text colour button and again select from the 
panel, | went for white. 


Next we’ll turn this button 
me fos a navigation tool. Click 
on the Define Command but- 
ton near to the top of the box. This 
brings up a Commands Dialog. 
Select the Goto command. An 
Arguments Dialog will be dis- 
played. Press the Specify 
Arguments button. In the 
Argument Value box dialog type 
Page 3. 
Now click OK on every dialog which has been opened. You have now 
created a button which will take your readers from page one to 
page three in one click. 


Now click on the last icon on 
Qi Toolbox and click on 
‘page 3’ in the contents list. 
On this page we are going to create 
an exit button. First create a button, lil ce el 
entering Exit in the text box, and 
then press the Define Command 
Button. From the list of commands 
select exit and click OK on both the 
dialog windows. 
To test what we’ve done so far, click on the compile and preview menu. 
Once complied click on the two buttons to see if they work. 
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MARTBook is a multimedia package that allows you to mix photographs, drawings, and text to produce your own interac- 
tive books, magazines and presentations. Free with PCR October. 


Let’s now create a slide show 
5- page three. Go to this 

page and click on the image 
array button on the tool bar (it’s the 
one with cascading windows). The 
Modify Image Array dialog will aoe 
appear. SMARTbook 4 comes with [ei 
several still pictures contained in fea 
the images directory. Just click on 
the name of an image and then 
press the add key to attach one to your side show. Once you've finished 
adding images press the OK button. 


rr 


~~~ Style) 


Tr Seroltabte 
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fi) Book Edt View Insert Navigate Compile Window Help 


Page 3 
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type Play in the text box. From the Commands Dialog click on 
PlayImageArray. In the Arguments Dialog press the Specify 
Arguments button and in the Arguments Values box enter Image. Now 
select OK on all the dialog window. Finally compile and save the book. You 


6: play button is required to start the slide show. Create a button and | 


can now run the book using the reader program. 


Upgrade Now! 


Version 1.1 of SMARTbook has: 
@ Support for AVI video files 

@ New marco commands 

@ More backgrounds 

@ Fast saving 


@ Snap to grid option 

@ Plus loads more 
SMARTBook 4 Version 1.1 has 
a RRP of £316, but as an 
exclusive offer to PC Review 
readers, it’s £216, from Frax 
Ltd on (01224) 621144. 


Get SMART 


If you missed the October 
issue with SMARTBook on our 
cover CD-ROM then don’t 
worry. You can still get a copy, 
just call our back issues 
department on (01858) 
468888. This issue also 
features an in-depth feature on 
Artificial Intelligence, a 
monitor round up, plus news, 
reviews and a free 52-page 
games supplement. 


| a7 THE SUPERHIGHWAY CODE 


You’ve seen them. Wandering around looking a little shaky. Obviously not using an ATI graphics 
accelerator. Our software drivers are the same across the entire product range to ensure stability and 


compatibility for dynamic, flicker free graphics. Get into the fast lane and call Taxan on (01344) 484646 C 


cares INC. 
| 


TO PLACE YOUR SHAREWARE ORDER RING 01282 611 323 OR FAX 0121 580 0770 


TEL: 01282 611 323 or FAX: 0121 580 0770 


PC-ACCOUNTING Very good. Accounts fully featured (1) 
FAST BUCKS v5.07B New version. Brilliant! (1) 
PURCHASE ORDER SYSTEM Ideal for business! (1) 
TIME AND MONEY v1.5 Simple to use. Planning pro- 
gram (1) 

CASH TRAC v6.08 Multi-featured tracking program (2) 
B CHECK Easy, efficient checkbook program (2) 
MEDLIN ACCOUNTING Excellent accounting system (1) 
CHECKMATE PLUS Fully featured checkbook program 
(2) 

CASH CONTROL Excellent program (1) 

HOME MANAGEMENT I! Keep track of all home ins and 
outs (1) 

PAINLESS PAYROLL Fully integrated payrol system (2) 
PAINLESS ACCOUNTING v5.0 Easy to use pull down. 
Menu driven (3) 

SIMPLY BOOKKEEPER AND BILLING Very good (1) 
BOTTOM LINE ACCOUNTING Fully featured accounting 
syst. covers all (8) 

PC DEAL v2.45 Double entry ledger accounting system 


(1) 

BILL POWER v5.9 Time keeping, billing & bookkeeping. 
Excellent (1) 

IN CONTROL v4.1 Tracks appointments, commitments, 
callbacks etc. (2) 

DALTON v1.2 for individual investors to track assets & 
stock (1) 

PC-ESTIMATOR v2.72 excellent program (2) 

SOLVE IT Financial package (1) 

TT - time lock, ideal for solicitors & accounts (1) 
EXPRESS GRAPH - v. good program (1) 

Z PAY - powerful payroll system (2) 

POWER 123 - 7 worksheet for Lotus 123 including doc- 
umentation (1) - 

ORGANIZER FOR LOTUS 123 — allows user to track and 
retrieve files easily (1) 

POETRY STAR v1.1 - highly interactive tutor for poetry 
writing (1) 

PC LABEL MAKER v1.5 - creates labels, print in different 
fonts! (1) 

EZ-TREND — program for forecasting future projections 


(1) 

PERSONAL APPOINTMENT LOCATOR - scheduling 
appointments etc. (2) 

POP FORM v1.1 — allows you to grab information, cram 
screen and print (1) 

DAYO TIME AND BILLING — create invoices for services 
or products (2) 

DAYO SMART REPORTS - reports that allow you to 
manage purchases etc. (2) 

DAYO PRICEBOOKS - maintains specialised pricing for 
customers (1) 

CALL MASTER - track and set up service contracts 
schedules etc. (2) 

BUSINESS ANALYSIS - 3 programs that will help make 
better decisions (1) 

PC SHIFT — employee scheduling to help fill various 
positions (1) 

BARCODE - can print any kind of barcodes and labels 
(1) 


BLASTERMASTER - play edit soundblaster (1) 
TRACKBLASTER - excellent for .MOD files (1) 
DRUMBLASTER — make computerised drum machine (1) 
GUITAR TEACHER - excellent program (1) 

SUPER PRO PLAY - play Amiga .MOD files on PC (1) 
PIANOMAN — highly recommended (1) 

THE SOUNDBLASTER (1) 

MELODY MASTER (1) 

MUSICIANS TOOL BOX — wicked program! (1) 

ADLROLI - 105 adlib ROL sound files, use with a player 


(1) 

BEATMDI - midi; a collection of Beatles songs (1) 
BPTO5 - pro MOD editor & player for EGA/VGA (1) 
CDBOX v2.10 - excellent MOD, ROL, CMF & VOC player 
for SB! (1) 

CDP v1.20 - play music CDs with your CD-ROM drive 


(1) 

COMPOS v1.2 - 8-channel VGA digital soundblaster 
composer (1) 

INTUNE v2.5 - ROL player w/menu for 
soundblaster/AdLib (1) 

MELOD - excellent PC speaker music creation program 


(1) 
MODED v2.00 — music sequencer to create your own 
.MOD file (1) 


Access 


ED43 


SCHOOL MUM V4.1 - comprehensive education pro- 
gram (1) 

FUNNY FACE Il - fun program for children (1) 
HANGMAN - classic program for all ages, v. good (1) 
TYPE TREK — good typing program (1) 

COMPUTER TRIVIA QUIZ — for all ages! (1) 

MUMS MATHS v4.0 - excellent learning program (1) 
WORD GALLERY v3.0 - colourful word & object pro- 


gram (1) 

BERT’s DINOSAUR v2.0 - latest version. Learn about 
dinos! (1) 

FRENCH LESSONS v2.5 - teach yourself French lang. 
brill tutor (2) 

GERMAN LESSONS v2.5 - teach yourself German lang. 
brill tutor (2) 

ITALIAN LESSONS v2.5 - teach yourself Italian lang. brill 
tutor (2) 

SPANISH LESSONS v2.5 — teach yourself Spanish lang. 
brill tutor (2) 

RUSSIAN WORD PROCESSOR - very interesting pro- 
gram (1) 

MOKE JAPANESE - excellent language program (4) 
KAL — program entertaing Mathematics game (1) 

TTT - time tutorial program (1) 

X WORD WRITE - good crossword compiler (1) 
FUNNERLS - stimulating mathematics game (1) 
HANGMAN v4.1 — traditional English witty game (1) 

C BOX - maths for age groups 7-10 (1) 

PLAY AND LEARN - many different games for 4-8 yr 


olds (1) 
COMPILATION OF CHILDRENS EDUC. GAMES - recom- 
mended (3) 


ED44 TUTOR DOS - teach yourself all you need to know about 


ED45 


ED46 
ED47 


ED48 


ED49 
EDS0 


ED51 
ED52 
ED53 
ED54 
EDSS 
EDS6 
EDS7 
EDS8 
ED89 
ED90 


ED91 
ED92 


ED93 
ED94 
ED95 


ED96 
ED97 


ED98 
ED99 


DOS! (4) 

GCSE: MATHS, COMPUTER STUDIES, SCIENCE & 
PHYSICS (4) 

1.0. BUILDER - test your skills! (1) 

PC FAST TYPE - program to test how many WPM you 
can do (1) 

LOTUS 123 TUTOR - in conjunction with Lotus many 
features (2) 

PC QUIZ - entertaining PC game (1) 

FLAGS OF THE WORLD - rest your memory skills, good 
program (1) 

MATHS COLLECTION - wide variety of programs to 
improve your maths skills (3) 

TUTORIAL WRITER (1) 

ABC FUNKEYS - for pre-schoolers. Well animated (1) 
ALGEBRA TUTORIAL — menu driven program. V. easy to 
use (1) 

FUN WITH DESIGN — highly recommended (1) 
BALLOON SPELLER — good education program (1) 

T. TREK — very good typing game (1) 

HOORAH FOR HENRIETTA - a good simulation game (1) 
DIFF. EQUATIONS & CALCULATIONS — variety of maths 
probs. (1) 

XYSEE v3.00 VGA - graph any kind of maths function 
(1) 

MIGHTY MATH v1.4 — quickly learn the Times Tables! (1) 
MORAFF’S MATHER v1.0 - Mather game of speed & 
arithmetic skill (1) 

STATHELP v1.01 — stat tools for both novice and experts 


(1) 

HYPERGED v1.1 — investigates geometrical properties of 
4 dimensional objects (1) 

NIMONIK v1.0 — helps adults to improve memory skills 


(1) 

READFAST - teaches good speed reading (1) 

KRYPTO - computer game, encourages creativity and 
thinking (1) 

ANIMATED MEMORY - 30 animated shapes to test 
memory skills (1) 

CREATIVITY PACKAGE v2.2 - many different games to 
help you! (1) 


£D100 COMPUSTITCH - design and print cross stitch patterns 
(1) 


Gog 


DRACULA - a Count Dracula arcade game (1) 
WOLFENSTEIN 3D (1) 5.25” - only on HD 
COSMOS’S COSMIC ADVENTURE (1) 
POWER CHESS (1) 

DUKE NUKEM (1) 

KUNG FU LOUIS (3) 

FLIGHT PRO-SIMULATOR (5) 

CREATE CROSSWORD (1) 

COMMANDER KEEN III (1) 


Creative Shareware 


Market Leaders in PC Shareware 
Open 7 days a week, with 24 hour order service 


CAPTAIN COMIC V5 (1) 

PC GOLF (1) 

CRYSTAL CAVES (1) 

MARIO VGA (1) 

SHOOTING GALLERY (1) 

ALIENS ATE MY BABYSITTER (1) 

CROSSWORD CREATOR (1) 

PHARAOH'S TOMB (1) 

PAGANITZU (1) 

SECRET AGENT (1) 

VAMPYR (2) 

JUMPMAN (1) 

WHEEL OF FORTUNE (1) 

CASINO GAMES COLLECTION (1) 

JUNGLE JACK (1) 

PINBALL GAMES (1) 

RISK — brilliant strategy game (1) 

DONKEY KONG - very good arcade game! (1) 

BLACK JACK - good card game (1) 

DARK AGES (1) 

30,000 WORD DICTIONARY & ANAGRAM FINDER (1) 
TANK WARS (1) 

SCRAMBLE (1) 

JOYSTICK GAMES (1) 

PGA GOLF — PGA golf game, sample 3 notes on this 
game (2) 

BUST - latest puzzle game. V. good graphics (1) 
JIGSAW PUZZLE - excellent graphics (2) 

ARMY 12 - strategy board game. Mouse needed (1) 
BATTLE GROUND -— action/strategy game (1) 
CONQUEST v1.7 - world conquering strategy game (1) 
LANDSLIP - strategy game, bid for electoral votes (1) 
DICE — new game VGA, mouse required (1) 

AIKEN — horoscope, mindreader, fortune telling etc. V. 
good (1) 

ARKANOID - good arcade type of game (1) 

BABBLE! - a game for people who talk a lot (1) 
MARBLEMAN - brilliant arcade/board game (1) 
CONMAN - brilliant arcade game (1) 

CUNNING FOOTBALL v4.5 - good fun, latest version (1) 
CHAMPAGN - run a business. Very good (1) 
CLASSROOM JEOPARDY (1) 

CLONE - the very best of space invaders (1) 
CAPTAIN COMIC — (fractured version) (1) 
CORPORATE SCUM - work your way to the top (1) 
CROSSWORD GAME - very extensive! (2) 

CRAZY SHUFFLE - v. good game but like Concentration 


(1) 

DARK AGES — a ‘Mario’ style game! (1) 
DANGEROUS DAVE — awesome VGA game (1) 
D. DUCK - Donald Duck arcade game (1) 
DUNGEONS & DRAGONS (1) 

DRAGON HUNT - a graphics oriented game (1) 
EMPIRE v1.5 - conquest game EGA/VGA (1) 
FAMILY FEUD - brill! Family game (1) 


W128 
W129 
W130 
W131 
W132 
W133 
W134 
W135 
W136 
W137 
W138 


By post: Send Cheques/Postal Orders to:- Creative Software, 
5-11 Bull Street, The Ringway, West Bromwich, West Midlands B70 6EU 


Please add: £1.50 P&P for UK orders, £3.25 for Europe and £5.50 for Rest of World. We accept all major credit cards. 
Open: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm; Saturday 9am-6pm; Sunday 10am-6pm. 24 hour answer service all other times. Shareware is not free. If you like it register it with the author 


ALMANAC - scheduler, calendar, reminder (1) 
CD-PLAYER - brilliant win. program (1) 

COMMAND POST v7.2d — front end menu for windows (1) 
SOUNDBLASTER - editor for wind, brilliant (1) 
EASY FORMATTER - v good formatter, easy to use (1) 
GRAPHICS WORKSHOP - excellent program (1) 
FINANCE MANAGER - covers all aspects (2) 

ICON MANAGER - superb utility (1) 

MICROCHECK — home finance management (1) 
ORGANIZE v1.53 - Excellent diary like program (1) 
PAINLESS ACCOUNTING — for windows, brill (2) 
PAINT SHOP PRO - display/convert/print & more (1) 
MONEY SMITH - business accounting program (1) 
UNICOM v3 - excellent comm. program (2) 
WINSPELL v1.05 - check spelling in win. apps. (1) 
ORION SOL v2.0 - database manager for win (1) 
VIRUS SCANNER - Mcfees version for windows (1) 
TRACK — personal time usage & projects (1) 
DUNGEONS & DRAGONS - for windows, brill (1) 

8 GAMES FOR WINDOWS - includes card, shoot, 
strategy games (1) 

PROJECT MANAGEMENT FOR WINDOWS (1) 
POWERPAD v1.1 (1) 

CLIP ART - BMP (3) 

PARWIN - genealogy program (1) 

COMMAND POST v7.2d (1) 

FRACTINT v127.2 (1) 

SMART ACCOUNTS v1.2 (1) 

RUN PK ZIP FROM WINDOWS (1) 

WIN ORGANISE (1) 

METZ UTILS COLLECTION (2) 

ATM FONTS FOR WINDOW (1) 


VISA 


TEL: 01282 611 323 or FAX: 0121 580 0770 
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nscend 4 


Never be 
disorganised 
again by 
following this 
exclusive 
information 
filled tutorial 
for our easy 
to use (not to 
mention free) 
September 
cover utility. 


scend is a personal informa- 
tion manager, sort of a private 
secretary for your PC. It'll 
remind you of appointments, 
help you prioritise your time, 
record daily events and more. The entire 
| program, in full, was given away on our 
September issue cover CD. And 
each month our tutorials have 
shown you how to get the most out of 
_ this useful package. This month we 
| reveal how to search all parts of Ascend 
for specific peices of text, control master 
| tasks and finally how to use the Journal, 
| Red Tabs and Daily Record of Events. 


What is Ascend? 


Ascend is a personal information 
manager. We gave away the entire 
program, in full, on our September 
issue cover CD. If you missed this 
issue, but would like to get hold of 
it, all you need to do is call our 
Back Issues department on 01848 
468888. They will supply prices and 
ordering details. If you are interest- 
ed this issue also featured a 
Pentium roundup, an in-depth fea- 
ture on animation, and of course, 
our regular Internet section, games 
reviews, news and more. 


UPGRADE 


This tutorial illustrates how to use 
Ascend Version 4, as found exclu- 
sively on our September issue 
cover CD. If you find it useful we 
recommend you upgrade to 
Version 5. This is big upgrade of 
the program, with new features, 
capabilities and even a revamped 
user interface. To upgrade call 
Softwerk on (01462) 832 244. 


File Edit Window Options Goto Help 


| GET SERIOUS 


ECT SS SSS 


Master Task List 


Te] Description [RZ] Days Old | 
1 Build sewvertornework | | 
[2 ea Emap Lbs fren. see] [I 


Master Blaster 


A The Master Task List is similar to the Daily Task list, but is for long term jobs. Tasks are divided between 
one of five definable categories, and only the tasks relevant to the currently selected one are shown. 
Defining category names can be done from Options, Preferences, and Master Task List Preferences. Now 
select a category (from the arrows either side of the wide bar at the top of the Task List window) and enter 
your tasks. Clicking on the number to the left of the job eecnyecne allows them to be deleted or moved. 


Ascend 


Eile Edit Window Qptions Goto Index Help 


444] 44) 4] [— Thu. Sep. 7.1995 Dl DOT D>»! el 


Journal 


Fal 2) (=) ES fas} 


Mesh TEE es Pentium sae 
initial test results, 


System configuration: 
RAM: 16Mb 


Hard Disk 1 Gigabyte 


Basbatea 


1 Thu, Sep 7, 1995-03:00PM 


Journal 

A The Journal works in a very similar manner to the 
Red Tabs and the Daily Record of Events, all use 
identical sets of icons. The first six icons from the 
left will be familar to anyone (changing text to: bold, 
italic, underline, and setting justification to the left, 
centre and right). The next three icons insert the 
current time and date, or a page break. These are 
followed by cut, copy and finally paste. Note the 
paste option will paste both text and graphics from 
the paste buffer. 


PC Review ee a 


O Preview 
Stotting Date: 


(8 77 735 fel] 


Ending Date: 


10 77 735 }O li) 


& Journal 
(&l Phone & Address Notes 
(Bl Master Task List 
D Appointment Notes 1 Master Task List Notes 
O Daily Record of Events 1] Red Tabs 


Additional [nformation 


Global Search 

4 Found under the File menu Global Search gives 
you the power to search any of Ascend’s modules for 
a word or words of your choosing. At the top of the 
dialog is a field to enter the text you wish to search 
for. Below this are tick boxes where Ascend is told 
which modules you wish to search. To the far right 
of these are buttons to start the search, ask for help 
and cancel the operation. If references are found 
they are shown, and after clicking on the references 
you can jump to any module using the Goto button. 
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GET SERIOUS RTE 


DesignWorks was that brilliant drawing package we 


gave away on the cover CD-ROM of our August ee. : a 
part 2_ issue. In our second tutorial, we look at ways to ited Aj 


create more interesting effects with text. 


DesiqnWork. 


Dealing with text 


Click on the Text icon, then point 
to the area of the screen where 
you want the text to appear, and 
sexe! Click again. 


The Text box will appear, and 
this is where you enter your 
text and decide things like 
font, style and size. Click OK 
when you are happy. 


Align: © Left 


> Font SS ee a 


Hold down the Scale button and 
| you gain access to three other 
4 basic transformations: Rotate, 
Skew and Mirror. Simply point to 


| ‘3p Hotel MN 


| T Bold 


button and move it around until Filet 


=! you get the desired result. 


the Bend 


7] You can make text follow a 
| curved line using the following 

method. First, use the Draw 
1 icon to create a curve. 


Now enter the text you want. When you’ve done that, select the text using the 
pointer, and, holding down shift, select the curve as well. Now simply click on 
Join in the Object menu, and the text will follow the course of the new line. The 
faded grey effect was created using the Style option in the Fill menu. 
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Cente © Right 


Size: pt 


Raise: op pt 


| the object you wish to trans- ra] 
i Ki 0 z 
form, hold down the left mouse Eylmpact ei na 


Auto Kern T~ 


© Justified 


It’s easy to overlay opaque text over a 

picture, but what about if you want to 
j| have a background picture visible only 
I} through some text? 


Load the background picture using the Import option in the File 
menu. Enter your text as usual, then use the Box tool to create a 
rectangle that’s just larger than your background picture. 


Now, select the box and click on Ungroup in 
the Objects menu. Now do the same with the 
text. Use the pointer tool to select all the text 
and the box (holding down the left button cre- 
ates a box — everything inside will be select- 
ed) and choose Combine in the Objects menu. 
Now the picture will show through the “holes” 


lr 


4 


Yes sir, I like it 

Those of you who might have missed out on our fabulous giveaway of 
DesignWorks on the cover of our August issue (number 46) will no doubt be 
clamouring to get hold of a copy, so call (01858) 468888 and talk to the nice 
people in our Back Issues department. You can check out DesignWorks’ sister 
DTP package, Pressworks, by calling GSP on (01480) 496575. 


SOFTWARE 


Some of the following games 
titles are limited offers at the time 
of going to press. Order early to 
avoid disappointment.We stock 
all the latest titles which we offer 


at appx. 30% OFF 


R.R.P. 


POST HASTE 


Ila, Burgate Lane, Canterbury, Kent. CT! 2HH 


TRY US..WE LIVE UP TO OUR NAME..RING NOW!!! 


ADVANCE _ 
BOOKINGS. 


We accept advance orders for 
new releases. You can order 
with peace of mind as we will 
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GET GET SERIOUS (DEI 


Q 


HEADINGS 


You 


may be just 


browsing or 
perhaps looking 
for a specific 
solution. Either 
way the 
questions and 
answers are 
now broken 
down into 
subject types to 
help you find the 
ones you want. 


VIDEO 

Anything relating to 
video and graphics 
hardware. 


SOUND 
For all those audio- 
related conundrims. 


HARDWARE 
Motherboards, hard 
drives, BIOS and 
general hardware. 


COMMS 
For all your Internet 
and modem questions. 


] MS-DOS 
| It’s messy and a 


novice’s nightmare. 
Help is at hand. 


1 WINDOWS 


General Windows 


J enquiries. 


APPS/SOFTWARE 
For those enquiries 


ij about your applications 


and software utilities. 


7 PROGRAMMING 


Coding problems aired 
and solved. 


G&A. 


YOUR TECHNICAL | YOUR TECHNICAL ENQUIRIES ANSWERED | YOUR TECHNICAL ENQUIRIES ANSWERED 


7] HARDWARE 

Two months ago, my Dad 

& brought a 25Mhz 386 PC from 
his office for me to use (the words sod 
and lucky come to mind — Ed). | 
reconfigured the machine, added a 
soundcard and eventually got it work- 
ing to my satisfaction. Dad came up 
later to see the changes and just hap- 
pened to mention that the PC now set 
up in my room had a nasty habit of 
crashing for unknown reasons. 

Since then, | have duly found that 
yes... it does crash quite often. I’ve 
experimented with it, whacking it hard 
on the case, but to no avail. I’ve loaded 
up my favourite game, accidentally 
dropped a 3.5” disk on the top of the 
case only to see it crash right in the 
middle of the game. Sometimes it 
reboots (I thought perhaps it was a 
power problem to the motherboard). 
Sometimes it just hangs (| thought this 
was a memory problem). I’ve always 
been very handy when it comes to PCs 
yet this has plagued me for some 
weeks. 

Another problem which | have found 
is that when is that when the computer 
is off, the internal clock keeps perfect 
time, yet when it is on and warm, the 
clock races away gaining hours ahead 
of the real time. PLEASE HELP! 
Richard Hughes 
Wiltshire 


The source of the problem could be 
any of a thousand defects: a crack in 
the motherboard, a faulty connector, a 
badly soldered joint, or any component 
you care to think of. Clearly your 
chances of finding such a fault are slim, 
most manufacturers faced with the 
problem would simply relegate the 
motherboard to the bin and fit a new 
one! 

You could spend years looking for 
the problem and get nowhere, but you 
might like to try cleaning all of the con- 
nections with switch cleaner — espe- 
cially the expansion slots and the 
power connections — and push all 
chips back into their sockets. If this 
doesn’t work | would suggest you give 
up! There are hardware testing boards 
and equipment that you can buy to take 
it further but it would be cheaper to buy 
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Got a problem? Then worry 

not, we have the man to 
solve all your troubles 
technical, software or 
hardware. Mike James will 
have the answers — you just 
supply the queries. 


a new motherboard. 

My final thought relates directly to 
your observation that the date and time 
clock runs fast when the machine is 
actually turned on. This is because 
while off, the date and time is main- 
tained by the clock chip that has its 
own power. When you turn your 
machine on the machine’s processor 
clock is used — which often isn’t as 
accurate. It could be that the mother- 
board in the machine was designed to 
work at 16MHz and someone, perhaps 
the manufacturer, has simply cranked 
up the clock to 25MHz. This would 
make the date and time clock run fast 
— gaining roughly half an hour for 
every hour it is on. But I’m not 100% 
sure that’s the problem. 

However, I'm not surprised that the 
machine hangs every now and again as 
it was never designed to go that fast. If 
you can, try running it at a lower clock 
rate — use the Turbo button if there is 
one — and see if the problem goes 
away. 


7] WINDOWS 95 

| have tried to install a new 

3 sound card under Windows 
96. This is supposed to be easy using 
the Installation Wizard as values for the 
port address, IRQ and DMA are sup- 
plied automatically. This would be fine, 
but they don’t correspond to the actual 
values | have selected using jumpers. 
The boxes showing the values look as 
if they should be editable, but when | 
try to change them nothing happens. 
What do you have to do to tell 
Windows 95 not to use the defaults? 
Steve Oakely 

Manchester 


Personally | think that this is a piece of 
bad design in Windows 95. You can 
change the defaults, but not while you 
are in the new hardware Wizard. What 
you have to do is accept the defaults 
and allow the machine to reboot. Once 
re-started click with the right mouse 
button on My Computer and select 
Properties. Next click on the Device 
Manager tab and select the sound 
card. Either double click on it or click 
the Properties button. You will then see 
a list of resources — port addresses, 


IRQ numbers — and at last you will be 
able to click on the Change button to 
set the correct values. Of course you 
will have to reboot the entire machine 
to put them into effect, but at least this 
time it should all work. If not check that 
the resource assignments have 
changed and if not repeat the proce- 
dure. | have noticed that it sometimes 
takes more than one reboot for the 
“olug and play” hardware detection to 
get it right. 


} Windows cen install your hardware. using the following setlings. 


pens ‘Yout hardware may nict be set to use the resources rted. If you 
need to. you can adiust these settings by using the Device Manager in the 
Syn at poe brag core fe. To change you 

bon that came wih your hardware. 


A It looks as if you could edit the 
values in the boxes — but you 
can't! 


SOUND 
| read with interest Q&A’s 
“Blue Lightning Blues” (PC 
Review 43) as | have exactly the same 
problem with my 486DX2 66. | bought 
mine from ‘Time Computers’ who | duly 
asked to investigate the problem. They 
replied with a standard letter which 
indicates, without actually admitting it 
in so many words, that the DMA con- 
troller on the 486DX2 66 hardware is 
different from that of most PCs. As long 
as a game uses the BIOS to access the} 
DMA channel there should be no prob- | 
lem, but won’t work if it programs it 
directly. The only solution offered was 
to remove the motherboard and return | 
it for an upgrade which would cost 
£92.83 and this was offered as though | f 
IBM were doing customers a favour. | 
As you can imagine | was less than 
pleased to be told that a machine | 
bought to play the latest games on is 
simply incompatible without an 
upgrade costing over £90. The galling 
part is that with my PC was a 
“Question & Answer” trouble-shooter ta 
sort out any of the problems novices 
like myself might encounter. One of the 
questions on the sheet was, and | 


quote:“Why do some games appear to 
run correctly with sound, but there is 
no digitised speech coming through 
the soundcard?” 

Answer: “The digitised speech on a 
very few new games (e.g. Doom 2, 
Theme Park) is not compatible with 
some IBM 486 50/66 systems although 
the games themselves and all other 
sounds work OK”. 

Well thanks a lot for telling me before 
| paid £1,500, Time! As this sheet 
arrived with the PC, it would appear 


that the company was aware of the 


problem beforehand, yet no mention 


| was made to me when buying. 


I've rung Time’s help line and written 
to the company also, but all | hear in 
reply is that programming techniques 
are to blame, and that there’s nothing 
wrong with Blue Lightning itself. Time 
made no mention of its failure to report 
the problem to me prior to buying. 

As for “a very few new games”, | tried 
Doom 2, Magic Carpet and Dark 
Forces, and all three failed to work 
properly. I’m currently in correspon- 
dence with Time, attempting to get a 
| full refund (my hard disk has now failed 
| as well, so the PC is out of action per- 
manently). | hope they’re more obliging 
that they have been to this point, or I’m 
| going to be saddled with the biggest 
waste of money of my life! 
| Andrew Lindsey 
| Northumberland 


| This is just one of a number of letters 
PC Review has received on this particu- 
lar matter, Time was contacted and 
asked for a response when PC Review 
looked into IBM Blue Lightning compat- 
| ibility with software. Our findings were 
that the IBM Blue Lightning mother- 

|| board does have problems with some 
games using digital sound. Time report 
|| that at the time it started to this mother- 
board the games in question weren't 
\|available and as such it couldn’t have 
\|known there would be a problem. 
Having then discovered a problem IBM 
developed a fix for existing customers 
which Time offer and pass on to their 
customers at their cost price. 

leanwhile Time Computers no longer 
use the IBM motherboard, opting for an 
Intel one instead. 


PROGRAMMING 
I've been using Qbasic for 
Buty ages but want to now move 
dn to Windows programming. | can’t 
afford Visual Basic which would be the 
ybvious next step and I’m not sure my 
nachine has the power to do a good 
ob of running it anyway. Can you sug- 
jest an alternative? 

‘homas Bush 

ondon 


here really isn’t a good low cost alter- 
ative to Visual Basic. Personally | pre- 
‘ Delphi anyway, but that’s not 


answering your question. Alternatives to 
Visual Basic are hard to come by, but 
you could look out for a cheap copy of 
Realizer. It’s slower than Visual Basic 
but you can do nearly as much using it. 

If you need something cheaper still 
then try Liberty Basic from The 
Thompson Partnership on 01889 
564607. It's shareware so you can try it 
out for free, but if you like it then the 
registration fee is £25. It's a bit odd and 
is closer to the older GWBasic. but it 
does work. 


WINDOWS 
| have had problems with my 
=i PC since | got it. After running 
Memmaker, it seems that Windows 
won't run, it just hangs after the logo. 
I've enclosed the config.sys and 
autoexec.bat files. 
L Platt 
Cheshire 


Yes sometimes Memmaker does get it 
wrong and the result can sometimes be 
that the whole machine stops working, 
not just Windows. The solution to your 
problem is to go back to the state that 
the machine was in before Memmaker 
messed it up. Fortunately this is easy as 
long as you can edit your Config.sys 
and Autoexec.bat files. Memmaker 
alters the lines in the Config.sys to read 
something like: 


DEVICEHIGH 
/L:32111=C:\DOS\SETVER 


To convert this back to its original state 
edit out everything from and including 
the word HIGH to before the equals 
sign. For example, the above line would 
be changed to: 


DEVICE=C:\DOS\SETVER 


In the Autoexec. bat file it adds the com- 
mand LH to the start of some lines. The 
LH is followed by /L, some numbers 
and sometimes /S. You need to delete 
everything from the LH to the end of the 
numbers including the /S if present. 

For example, the line: 


LH /L:1,35488 MOUSE 
Would be edited down to just: 
MOUSE 


If you reduce both Config.sys and 
Autoexec.bat files in this way you 
should find that Windows starts working 
again but you will have less memory for 
DOS programs. You could give 
Memmaker another go, only use its 
Custom option and see if it can get it 
right. It’s also worth keeping a backup 
of your Config and Autoexec files. 
Alternatively you could try QEMM as an 
alternative. It doesn’t get stuck as often 
as Memmaker. 


| GET SERIOUS 


Step by Step to File Management 


Last month we looked at 
how you can manage your 
files using Windows 3.1. 
But now, with the advent of 
Windows 95, some of us 
have moved up and want to 
know about its newer and 
better ways! First however, 
there’s some advice if you 
are sticking with DOS. 


MS=DOS)Sheld 


PRESS 


ee DOC 
ES SAMBCi 


-CDR 497,716 


SENS aI MO TE 
ompt 


Editor 
MS-DOS QBasic 
Disk Utilities 


AO) 


== 


Frame 1 
The traditional DOS way of managing files is to use commands typed 
in at the DOS prompt. It isn’t difficult but it is very easy to make mis- 
takes. The problem is that you have to type in a file’s full name 
including all of the directories that it is stored in - and this can be 
very long and almost meaningless! A much better solution is to get 
yourself a DOS file manager. If you are using MS-DOS 5 or later you 
will already have a file manger in the form of DosShell. Just type 
DosShell at the prompt and from then on you can manipulate files 
just as easily as if you were using Windows. If you have a mouse 
installed you can drag files from one directory to another. If not you 
will have to use the menu commands but you can still select files 
using the cursor keys. If you can’t find DosShell then go back to your 
original installation disk - it might have been deleted from your hard 
drive. If you are using a version earlier than MS-DOS 5 then you will 
need to buy a Suitable file manger. Even if you are you may still pre- 
fer to buy Xtree or try out DiskTree which is shareware. 


File Edit View Tools Help oe 4 
%[es|@) | xe] 


‘all Folders Car 


i Contents of 'C:\' 


Desktop 
i S} My Computer File Folder 
G9 344 Floppy (A:) Ads95 Fie Folder 29/06, 
© ag Onegig (C.) JAtomage Fie Folder 04/07, 
Bookcovs File Folder 29/06, 
_] Bookfin File Folder 29/06, 
_|Cats95 File Folder 29/06, 
ase : Corel50 File Folder 29/06, 
: nes 1} Corel60 File Folder 23/07, 
_| Coreldiv File Folder 29/06, 
AC nn Cita Daldar Zia 


If you are using Windows 3.1 or DOS file management is at least fair- 
ly stable with well known solutions. When it comes to Windows 95 the 
situation is very different because everything is so new and there are 
multiple ways of doing any given task. For example, you can, if you 
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ick Silver PCs 

'86DX2-66 VL........£723 
486DX4-100 VL......£765 
- Pentium 75 PCI.....£910 
- Pentium 90 PCI.....£999 
Pentium 100 PCI .£1099 


The above Quick Silver range 
of computers are built to the 
highest standards with total 
upgradability in mind. 

All prices above are based on 
the following Specifications:- 


@ Mini Tower Case 

@ 256K Cache, 4Mb RAM 

@545 Mb Hard Drive 

@ 3.5" 1.44 Mb Floppy Drive 

@ Vesa Multi I/O (4 x HD/FDD) 

@ 1Mb Accelerated VGA 

@ 14" 0.28, MPR2 NI, 1024 x 768 

@ 102 Key Keyboard & Mouse 

@DOS 6.2 & Windows 3.11 
includes disks/manuals 

VL- VL Green Motherboard, 
VLi/o card 

PCI- On Board EIDE/IJ/O, Triton 
chipset motherboard. 


Ladbroke Computing Interna- 
tional are one of the longest estab- 
lished home computer dealers in 
the UK. We have an extensive cus- 
tomer service policy which 
involves testing of all hardware 
prior to despatch to ensure that the 


goods arrive in working order.” 


Offering free advice and support 
over the phone and keeping cus- 
tomers informed. Although our 
prices are not always the cheapest 
we do endeavour to offer consis- 
tently good service and backup. 


All prices/specifications are correct 
at copy date 10/8/95 (while stocks 
last), and are subject to change 
without prior notice. 


Components 
Hard Drives 
510) NIB IID Sisal een ae eee ; 
850 Mb IDE..... 
P2IGD IDE... 
353 Mb SCSI.... 
520 Mb SCSI.... ce 
ISON) GICs) cern eee eeeeeeee £215 
TL Glo. SCS a erterepe creer b 
2.1 Gb SCSI & 
ANS iS S COLA Vien eer ane £900 


Floppy Disk Drives 
SOU GAMDD.. vcsdebyrsctscevenseeeesss £19 
SOS ELD MD) 8 ators eee ee SO 


Multi-Media 
Sound/Media Cards 
Jazz 16 Sound Card ......... 
Sound Expert Deluxe 16. 
Sound Waveo2 tain sites. de 
S/Blaster AWE 32 Value.......... 
S/Blaster AWE 32.....:....cc:.c00050 g 
Trust M-Peg Player... 
Trust Game Viewer ...............0.. 


Quick Silver 
Upgrade Options 


Ram Upgrades 
Upgrade RAM from 4Mb to 8Mb...&115 


Multi-Media Upgrades 
Dual speed CD-Rom, Soundblaster 16, 
25 Watt mains powered speakers...£150 


Soundblaster 16..:-esneeee £65 
Quad speed CD-Rom.............. £119 
Monitor Upgrades 
Upsrade 14 to. 15! ee &50 
Upgrade 14 to 7" arenas £235 
Software Upgrades 


Microsoft Works (CD-Rom) ...... £24 
Microsoft Office Pro 4.3 on Disk .&245 
Microsoft Office Pro 4.3 on CD ...&220 
Perfect|Ofices ss sneer £175 


Components 

Processors 

SGS 486 Dx2-50 (5V) oo. eeeeeeeees S533) 
XS ANG Dy AAC GD eee ee &60 
AMD 486 Dx4-100 (.45v)........5 £87 
Intel 486Dx4-100 (3-3V) ...... £118 
TntelPPentiiimy! 75:20. ncceesssé eee cas $150 
ImtelbPentiumy 90) sc ..c. sess 4250 
Intel Pentium 100................. £330 
Intel Pentium 120... £540 
Motherboards 

486-0k, 3xVLB, Award...........00 £46 
Lesa OM SVM Mcatse rest eccyeths cos 5) 


Gigabyte Pentium Triton chipset .£167 


Motherboards+CPU+HS/Fan 
Intel Pentium 75 Zappa Triton c/s ..4330 
Intel Pentium 90 Zappa Triton c/s .£435 
Intel Pentium 100 Zappa Triton c/s.&545 
Intel Pentium 120 Zappa Triton c/s.&£695 


Memory 

Mise Obit SO pie ace ss iteesscss £29 
1Mb x 32 bit - 72 pin (4Mb) ....&115 
2Mb x 32 bit - 72 pin (8Mb) ....&215 
4Mb x 32 bit - 72 pin (16Mb)...£369 


adbroke 
omputing 


33 Ormskirk Road, Preston, 
Lancashire PR1 2QP 
Tel: 01772 203166 / Fax: 01772 561071 


CD-Roms 

Panasonic 562B Dual Speed............ 
Mitsumi FX400 Quad Speed IDE.....& 
NEC 6 Speed SCSI... 1sseeeeeeeree1&260 
Panasonic PD Quad speed CDROM/ 
650 Mb re-writable optical drive ...&560 


Speakers 

Soundwave 10 (80 Watts) ......... £34 

Soundwave 20 (25 Watts) ......... &22 

Soundwave 240 (120 Watts) .....&43 
Desk Top Publishing 

Scanners 


A4 Flatbed 24bit Colour 1200dpi.......4340 
A4 Flatbed 24bit Colour 2400dpi.......4420 
Hand Scanner 24bit Colour 400dpi.....490 
Hand Scanner 256 G/Scale 400 dpi.....&42 


Printers 
Panasonic KXP1150................ £102 
Star LC240 24pin Mono........... &115 
Star LC240C 24pin Colour....... £128 
Citizen ABC 24pin Colour.......&136 


Canon BJ10SX bubblejet mono.£162 
Hewlett Packard DJ540 inkjet .&£230 
Star Wintype 4000 GDI Laser ..&340 
Star Wintype 800 GDI A4 Thermal 


wax transfer. Glossy output ....£400 
Centronics printer cable..............&3 
HP high capacity black cartridge.&21 
HP Tri-colour cartridge ..............4¢ £21 


Monitors 


Cases seemed 
Desk Top Case (ine Display) ....£35 

Mini Tower Case (inc Display) .&35 
Large Tower Case (inc Display)£48 


Graphics Cards VL 
1Mb 5424 Cirrus Logic 
IMb Orchid Kelvin 0... cece 
2Mb Diamond Stealth Vram.......... £130 
* Ex Demo 4 Only 


Graphics Cards PCI 

2Mb Diamond Stealth 64 (Dram) ..£160 
2Mb Diamond Stealth 64 (Vram)...&190 
2Mb Hercules Terminator (Vram) .£210 


Controller Cards 

Multi I/O Card VLBus ........ccceeeee £12 
Enhanced Multi I/O Card VLBus.....£26 
Adaptec 1542 SCSI Controller Kit..&168 
Adaptec 2940 SCSI Controller Kit..£210 


Chicony Keyboard.............sseee+ £11 

TIUCMOUSE.........cssessseeecseeeessseevees £6 

Megagrip II Joystick.............000 £10 
How to pay 


You can order by mail, Cheque/Po- 
stal Orders made payable to Lad- 
broke Computing. Or give your 
credit card details to one of our tele- 
sales staff. 


Delivery 
Postal Delivery is available on 
orders less than £40 (Normally £3), 
phone for details. For orders above 
the value of £40 this will be 
charged at £10 for insured courier. 
Saturday Delivery £20. All the 
above prices are for mainland U.K. 


All prices are subject to VAT 


Fax/Modems 


UO SUMMON O Re Nest ryrsisssisitsssccinss £65 
14" 0.28 Non-Interlaced, MPR2......£149 
15" 0.28 Non-Interlaced, MPR2......4200 
17" 0.28 Non-Interlaced, MPR2......4387 


Battle Bugs CDROM... &11 
HTOMuUei El iter21 CD RD gaxcte cc £13 
Magic Carpet CDROM................ $22 


Little Big Adventure CDROM ....&30 


Super Harrier/Mig 29 CDROM..&11 
Under a Killing Moon .......... 430 


Dark Forces CDROM..........:.:.03 £33 


14,400 BT Approved, Internal......... §80 | 
14,400 BT Approved, External........ &85 | 
28,800 BT Approved, Internal.......8140 | 
28,800 BT Approved, External ......£156 | 
All our Fax/Modems come 
complete with Comms & Fax Software. | 


Overlord ?3:52:Disk: ss raises £24 
Microsoft FlightSim New York....&9 
Return to RingWorld «ce. $21 
Fun School 5 Space CD... §16 
Fun School 5 Dreamland CD....£16 
Fun School 5 Time CD ............ &16 


Descent: CDA ie scien £23 


Call for latest software prices 


A] APPLICATIONS 

| | thought | was trying to do 
1 something simple when | start- 
ed to record my weight using a spread- 
sheet — yes it’s about a diet! The trou- 
ble is that the scales | use give me my 
weight in pounds and | think in stones 
and pounds. How do you convert from 
one to the other and is it possible to 
display the result in a single spread- 
sheet cell rather than having to use one 
for stones and one for pounds? 
Paul Smith 
Sussex 


Dlélgl alale| vlelelo] ol- ]e) 2il2i\ isle 
fa ___s]f0 =] alr | ellale 


a 1/14 
I 7 sea a a 
it] 2096 


4A heavy weight spreadsheet! 


If you don’t see why this is difficult give 
it a go before you read the rest of the 
answer! 
Assuming that the weight in pounds 
is in cell A1 you can find the number of 
| stones by dividing by 14 and throwing 
away the remainder. You can do this by 
using the usual division sign and the 
INT function which converts any result 
to whole numbers. That is: 
| 
stones= INT(A1/14) 
To find the number of pounds you 
need the remainder after dividing by 14 
/and you can calculate this using the 
‘MOD(x,y) function which gives you the 
jremainder when you divide x by y. In 
other words: 


| pounds= MOD(A1,14) 


You could store each formula in a 
separate cell but a) it is neater to com- 
\bine them together. To do this you 
|need to convert each result into text. 
\Exactly how you do this varies from one 
spreadsheet to another and there even 
some that you can’t do it in. In Excel the 
pomplete formula is: 


| =FIXED(INT(A1/14),0)&” “& 
FIXED(MOD(A1,14),1) 


where the FIXED(value,d) function con- 
rerts the value into text with d figures 
ifter the decimal point. 


Just send your 
PC problems to 
Q&A, PC Review, 
30-32 


Farringdon Lane, 


London. 
EC1R SAU. 
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Step by Step to File Management Continued. 


want to still use the File Manger. However you didn’t change to Windows 95 to use the old 3.1 tools! The 
replacement for the File Manger is the Explorer. This looks very similar to the File Manager but you are in 
for a few shocks if you treat it as if it was the old File Manger. The main thing that is different is that you 
can’t open more than a single window within the Explorer and this makes dragging files from one directory 
to another difficult. The solution is to either open two copies of the Explorer or use the left pane to show 
the destination directory while using the right pane to show the file you want to copy to it. 


Frame 3 


To be honest the Explorer is mostly a waste of disk space! But to dis- 
cover how easy it is to manage files using Windows 95 you have to set 
your desktop up correctly. To be more specific you have to set My 
Computer so that when you double click on it to open it you can see 
the toolbar. This is important because without the toolbar showing it is 
much more difficult to move from one directory to another. The second 
important thing is to make sure that you select the option that doesn’t 
open a new window each time you open a folder to see what is in it. 
Use the View/Options menu command and fill in the dialog box that 
appears as shown. If you don’t select this option your screen will 
quickly become so cluttered that you can’t see anything! 


Frame 4 

As long as you have set My 
Computer up as in step three nav- 
igating the filing system is easy. 
Open any device or folder by dou- 
ble clicking on it and move one 
level back up by clicking on the 
folder with an arrow in it icon on 
the toolbar. To jump back more 
than a single level use the drop 
down list. This shows all of the 
levels above the folder that you 
are currently looking at, including 
other disk drives. 


Frame 5 

Given that you can now find your 
way around the filing system what 
can you do when you find the file 
you are looking for? Erasing a file 
or folder is easy, just drag it or 
even a group of objects to the 
Recycle bin. This is fine as long 
as you can see it on the desk- 
top. If not you could move win- 
dows around until you do or just 
use the File/Delete command in 
the menu! Finally, to create a new 
folder or file us the File/New com- 
mand and pick your option. 


Frame 6 

Dragging files to copy them is 
fine when you can see the desti- 
nation folder. If not, open a sec- 
ond window by double clicking 
on My Computer and working 
your way down to where you 
want to be. The easiest solution 
is to select the object or group 
of objects and use Edit/Copy or 
Edit/Cut, or the icons on the 
toolbar, the right mouse button 
menu or Ctrl-C and Ctrl-V key- 
board shortcuts. This puts the 
file(s) on the Clipboard and can 
be relocated with Edit/Paste. 


Folder |View | Fie Types | 
Browsing options 
| Browse folders using a separate window for each folder. 


| 
j 

| © Browse folds by ueng a angle window that changes] 
| syou opan each fader, i 
| 

} 

| 

| 

i 
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Example: 
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(=) Removable Disk (D:) 

&} Xarastudio (E:) 

& Cio on to’ (M:) 

a) Control Panel 

() Printers 

G3) DialUp Networking 
$3 Network Neighborhood 
ig Recycle Bin 


Spool Stat Menu 


og 


_cppcov3.fsf _cppcov7.fsf _Ipttsf 
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File Edit View Help 
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erifdll ShellNew 
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Start Menu Sysbekup 
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NED S 2h 


_ & MailRecipient 
Create Shortout £9 My Briefcase 
&S) My Briefcase (2) 
(=) Removable Disk (D) - 
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Make love, not war 
Your recent feature on the uses of the 
PC by the military (Missile Command, 
issue 47) seemed to cover everything 
about the subject — what sort of PC’s 
were used, what for, where etc, but one 
vital thing was missing, there was 
absolutely no discussion about the 
morality of their use. There was no men- 
tion of the fact that in the end, they were 
being used to help one group of people 
kill another. The Gulf war was mentioned 
a number of times, but again without 
any reference to the charred corpses of 
Iraqi soldiers on the road from Kuwait 
City or the civilians in the Baghdad 
bunker killed with a computer guided 
“smart” weapon. It may have slipped 
your mind, but war is about people 
dying — usually very painfully and if 
you're going to use war to help sell your 
magazine then the least you could do is 
to show how destructive it actiially is. 
Perhaps you should have thought about 
it a bit more carefully. 
Mrs Judith MacDonald 
Dundee 


We think about all our features and par- 
ticularly when they involve something as 
serious as war. No-one is blind to the 
horrors of war, and with Bosnia and the 
recent VJ Day we didn’t exclude com- 
ment on the morality of war lightly. The 
simple truth is that there was no way we 
could hope to touch on the subject with 
even the most cursory depth in any fea- 
ture, let alone in the limited space avail- 
able. The debate on morality and war 
has been raging since the earliest 
Christian philosophers and if two thou- 
sand years of thought have failed to pro- 
vide any definitive answers we could 
only have succeeded in trivialising the 
subject. As a PC magazine we sought 
only to provide information on the uses 
of PC’s by the military, we believe our 


Using PCs in the field of combat 
is common place. 


ie = 


readers are mature enough to decide on 
the morality, or lack thereof. 


Cryptic X-Words 

As something of a learner driver in terms 
of the information superhighway | was 
shocked to read recently that a French 
hacker had broken the data security 
program used by Netscape. One of the 
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main things which attracted me onto the 
net (and persuaded me to shell out all 
the money for the modem, connection 
charges etc.) was the ease of use that 
Netscape offers. | don’t send highly 
confidential documents, nor am | partic- 
ularly bothered that people should 
know what | download, but | do value 
my privacy and the thought of someone 
trawling through what amounts to pri- 
. vate mail is not welcome. 
| feel that | was deceived into think- 
ing that | would have the same 
degree of privacy on the Internet as 
| do in the rest of my life. How can 
companies like Netscape get 
away with offering only second rate 
privacy to their customers? 

Hugh Hook 
Cornwall 


| think everyone who heard the news 
was shocked, but you're barking up the 
wrong tree when you lay the blame at 
Netscape’s door. The security program 
in question was part of the non-US ver- 
sion of Netscape Navigator and only 
used a 40-bit encryption algorithm as 
opposed to the 128-bit version used in 
the US Netscape Navigator. If you're 
asking why it is that only US users get 
128-bit encryption then look no further 
than the US government — it has forbid- 
den the use of US created 128-bit 
encryption algorithms overseas. In fact 
one US cryptographer, Phil Zimmerman, 
is currently under criminal investigation, 
for making his PGP (Pretty Good 
Privacy) program available as freeware 
on the Internet, since the encryption 
algorithm is classified as military hard- 
ware. It’s a situation that everyone realis- 
es is a bit ridiculous, but it's not easy to 
change the US government's mind. On 
the bright side though, the US adminis- 
tration will allow 64-bit encryption to be 
exported and it’s estimated to be 65,000 
times harder to crack than 40-bit. 


Ready, take aim, 
fire, fire, firell! 
When | went away to university | took | 
my PC with me — great for writing 
reports (and the odd bit of Doom) and 
got it safely into my flat. Everything was 
fine until | went home to see my parents 
last month and the apartment block 
burnt to the ground — along with my 
PC. Fortunately no-one was hurt in the 
fire (although my neighbours two cats} 
weren’t so lucky) and everyone went! 
about getting their lives back together 
(except for the cats). There was no) 
problem with the insurance until it came 
to replacing my PC — which, it tran- 
spired, wasn’t covered by my policy. 
The insurance company had me by the 
small print and so here | am a month on! 
with no PC. When | do save up enough, 
money to buy another machine you car) 
be sure that I'll keep enough aside tc 
adequately insure it. A word of advice 
then, check you policies. 

Yours, no longer a PC owne! 

Londo 


Like they say, never take anything for 
granted when it comes to insurance, 
and it's a real shame that you had to 
learn that particular lesson the hard way. 
Insurance companies can be very picky 
when it comes to PCs (especially 
because they're easy to nick) and you 
should look very carefully at your policy 
— don't just assume you're covered. It 
might cost a little more, but it’s cheaper 
than having to buy a new PC 


Windows 95 
counterfeit? 
Why all this fuss 
- about Windows 
95, I’ve been 
using it since the 
1980s? No | 
wasn’t part of 
“=. some incredible 
beta testing programme (unlike every- 
one who’s bought Windows 95 since its 
launch), I’m an Apple Macintosh owner. 
_ Long file names, a real desktop, short- 
_ cuts, plug and play and the “Start but- 
| ton” — all very, very familiar. 
Please don’t dismiss this as just 
another embittered Mac owner having 
la go at Bill Gates’ evil empire though. 
, Although just about everyone with a 
brain knows that the Mac operating 
system is better than Windows 95, let 
| alone Win 3.1 (naturally excluding the 
lunatics who still like using DOS and 
yearn for the days when computers had 
valves), | know that a large degree of 
| Microsoft's dominance was handed to 
_ them on a plate by Apple. What really 
| gets me is that Microsoft has the gaul to 
present Windows 95 as something 
totally revolutionary when it’s nothing 
more than a third rate Mac rip off. 
| | know the saying that history is writ- 
ten by the winners, but it doesn’t help 
|| that every PC magazine in the market 
|, seems intent on perpetrating the myth 
|| that Windows 95 is somehow ground 
{ breaking. It’s not! 
] Leon Sharpe 
Bradford 


\No-one is blind to the similarities 
between Windows 95 and the Mac OS, 
but the key thing to remember is that to 
la large degree the markets are very dif- 
ferent. It's true that Mac owners have 
had many of the advantages of Win 95 
for years, but the important thing to 
realise is that PC owners haven't. Up 
until now the closest we could get is 
Win 3.1 so Windows 95 is a really big 
mprovement for PC owners. It’s 
drought us close to a real operating sys- 
em and the coverage it receives proba- 
ly reflects that more than anything else. 


Financially 
shailenging 

‘Ss Someone who usually has to wait for 
ames to get a budget release before | 
uy, I’m often disappointed to find that 
y the time | do get the games, the 
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solutions to them were often printed so 
long ago that I’ve lost the issues they 
were in. What about waiting until 
games come out on budget before you 

\ print solutions? 
J. Timmins 
London W12 


And be accused of discriminating 
against all the people who paid full 
price for their games and thus helped 
support the flow of budget titles? It’s a 
pity that you lose the solutions 
before you get the games, 
but there’s not much we 
can really do about it. For 
tips on specific games 
you could try writing in 
to “Help Wanted” (the 
address is in the tips 
section) or, if you're willing 
to damage your copy, you 
could tear out the tips pages 
and keep them somewhere separate. 


Huh, what, yes, 
well, whatever? 
Did you know that “PC Review” is not 
an anagram of anything at all but that 
Rik Henderson is an anagram of “Drink 
here son”. Spooky, eh? 
“No Brain” (aka lan Brown) 
Rhyll (aka Rhyll, I’m afraid) 


Hmmm... do you have someone who 
looks after you? Points for originality 
though — it’s not often that someone 
points out that your name isn’t an ana- 
gram of anything. | think we can all 
sleep soundly in our beds from now on, 
safe in the knowledge that we are ana- 
gramless. Perhaps you could do with a 
little Thorazine slumber yourself. 


Lost in (cyber) 
space 

I'm sorry, that’s it, I've had enough, | 
know it seems like I’m giving up too 
easily, but | just can’t take it any more. 
What am | talking about — learning to 
program in C++ perhaps or getting a 
particularly difficult game to work? No, 
I’m talking about the Internet. 


<s/59) _hittp:/vwewexsdall ni amulernaveyeat hin! —— 
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Please feel free to send 
in correspondence to 
us via the Internet on 
pcreview@cix.com- 
pulink.co.uk, or via the 
post using the address 
printed on these pages. 


4 Well, not every thing on the net 
is interesting. 
| swallowed all the hype, bought my 
modem and my software, paid the con- 
nection charges and spent days setting 
it up and then it was time to surf the net! 
What a waste of time and money! Huge 
web sites where people upload thou- 
sands of (bad) pictures of their cats or 
speculate about insignificant details of 
obscure TV shows — it’s like opening a 
huge Christmas present and finding the 
only thing inside is a mouldy 
tangerine. To anyone else 
who's thinking about 
going on-line | have only 
one thing to say — 
“don’t”. I'm off to do 
something far more 
interesting with my PC — 
spending an afternoon fid- 
dling with my autoexec.bat 
springs to mind. 
Disgruntled and disgusted 
London 
I'm sorry to hear you had such a bad 
time on the net but | have to point out 
that your experience is by no means 
typical (in spite of the regularity with 
which such letters turn up on this page). 
A huge variety of people — from house- 
wives to vicars — get a lot out of having 
access to the ’Net. The site with the pic- 
tures of cats (duller than dull though 
most normal people might find it) prob- 
ably has an enormous appeal to some 
others. The only way for people to make 
up their minds about the Internet is to 
go on-line themselves, in reality, very 
few of them are disappointed. | suspect 
they don’t appear here because they're 
too busy surfing the net. 


When I were a lad 
Dear PC Review 

|, an ex-Amiga owner have just upgrad- 
ed to a PC, but what | now realise is that 
l’'ve also down-graded because of the 
following reasons — 

1) PCs are the worst user friendly com- 
puters ever. 

2) Windows is too slow compared to 
Amiga Workbench 


PCR 


3) The PC does not have built in Sound 
capabilities as Amigas do. 

More? 

4) You have to go through setting up 
DOS in a different way each time you 
buy a new game. 

5) All the Amiga software has been 
converted and now costs more on the 
PC. 

6) The PC does not have any program- 
ming software such as AMOS. 

7) The PC does not have the means to 
have 200,000 colours out of 16.7 million 
colours built in. And last... 

The PC, is actually next to useless, 
and I’ve wasted my money on one. 
Take my advice, change to an Amiga !!! 
or stay a looooser!!! 

Russell Lewis 
CIxX 


Russell it’s unfortunate that you feel you 
wasted your money on a PC, but not all 
your criticisms are valid. With Windows 
95 the PC is more user friendly than 
ever (and should make setting up 
games a lot easier), and although the 
PC doesn’t have some of the built in 
capabilities that the Amiga has, you 
decide what you want to pay for. The PC 
has “Click and Play” instead of AMOS 
and as for running Windows — the 
faster the PC... A lot of Amiga owners 
seem to be very loyal to their machines 
but the PC is the machine of the future. 


You’re not on the 
catwalk now 

Why is Gareth Bissicks hawking on 
about how the PC looks (Fashion 
Statement, issue 47) when it’s hard to 
think of anything more pointless? 

As long as your PC does what you 
want it to do and doesn’t crash or 
bomb every five minutes, then who 
cares what it looks like? If you want 
fashion try Paul Smith, or Armani. 

Jason Petterson 
Newcastle 


Let's be fair to him, now. Having a PC 
that works is the most important thing of 
all, definitely, but if you either have to 
look at your own PC or someone elses 
all day (we certainly do) then it doesn’t 
hurt to have something attractive to look 
at too. And since most of us can’t actu- 
ally afford an extensive collection of 
impressionist art then cuter PC’s would 
certainly be no bad thing. 


Our heads are 
swelling 
Just a quick line to say that | loved the 
animation feature (Turn on, toon in, 
Issue 47) and to ask if | can win Letter 
of the Month? 

Andrew Peters 

Brighton 


Just a quick line to say, “nice try, but no, 
you can't!” 
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KEY 


©00:50 
£ 00.00 


Top: time taken 
Bottom: amount 


urf Of the Month 


Whether it’s just a frisbee snapped on a cheap 
Polaroid camera, or a huge, flying alien mother- 
ship, the UFO debate is a fervent one. Rik 
Henderson rides the unexplained waves. 


File Edit View Go Bookmarks Options Directory Hela 


All prices are 

estimated at 4p 
per minute, local 
call rate off peak. 


[Gg Netscape - [Ben's X-File Page] -|e]|x 
File Edit View Go Bookmarks Options Directory Help 
| = 5 mm 

Back 


Location: [httpudwww.{bi.gowvassell.him | 
What's New! | What's Coal! | Handbaok NetSearch | Nat Diractory | Nawsgraups | 
WANTED BY THE FBI i 


Unlawful Flight to Avoid Prosecution - Murder 


Location: [httpaiwww.airmailnetrorkifiles N 
What's New! | What's Coot | Handbook | NetSearch | Net Directory Newsgroups | 2 


O'Neil Vassell 
~~ Federal Bureau of Investigation 
o. wae ” Tireetor: Lands 1 Free | 


©@00:35 
£01.40 


pee - [DCI Welcome Message) 
Ei 


le Edit View Go Bookmarks Options oe 
SO] es [EEE 
Lacation: |http: Inttpuwww.odelgoviclaldchwelcome.htm odcl. Inttpuwww.odelgoviclaldchwelcome.htm htm! J 
£ What's New! What's Coal! Handbook | Net Search | Net Directory | Newsgroups | 
| 
{gj Netscape - [Bureau of Federal Investigation - X Files Division} -|o) x | 
file Edit View Go Bookmarks Options Directory Help | 
@lola # John M. Deutch 
Beck Home | | Aebed Coen Director of Central Intelligence 
Location: |http/Avww.ssc.com/ roland/<-fileshfiles.html | 
Welcome to the CIA. For forty-eight years the Central Intelligence Agency has been in 
What's New! | What's Cooll Handbook NetSearch | Net Directory | Newsgroups the business of collecting and analyzing information on developments in foreign countries. 
Oe 


From that information the CIA produces intelligence for the President, the Congress and 


Bureau of Federal Investigation : 
X-Files Division 


@00:23 
£00.92 


This network is for use by official Bureau persomel only. All transactions are logged, security 
countermeasures are in effect. Violators will be prosecuted to the fullest extent of Domestic and 
International Law- SSFT 434.55 SSS. 


ss 
al Pas i 
'Astart| B-WinPop...| BE Microsot.| ge imegePr..| H] Custom=| 48 NEWT |[ESbvetsc. Boo Piay..| afk 0947 
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internet 


Pez Home Page 


lu/~te 


Remember those plastic con- 
tainer things with famous 
character’s heads and sweets 
that taste like house bricks? 
The controller of this new site 
certainly does. He has dedi- 
cated his own personal slice 
of cyberspace to the hugely 
popular 70s Pez widgets. 


Yearling 
interactive TV 
Guide 


If you’re fed up with the Radio 
Times because it keeps being 
chewed up by the family pet 
(which is even more surpris- 
ing if you have a goldfish), 
Yearling has put on the ’Net 
an interactive TV guide that 
will ask you what your person- 
al TV viewing details are and 
then compile a special listing 
just for your preferences. It’s 
free to use, but could do with 
having an option for VideoPlus 
codes with the information. 


Lsmnre for en te weet ales 
fie Se: Yee Ce Oynes ance, re 


01:02 
£0 


2.48 


Locenon: ily swore ne ne Luu! bat toctahenipic lat exces comatebersTad NM 


weetenen | Wintationt | teraten | maiorne_[ tet teretey | towers | 


Tad Deemed 0 2649 tes 
Bet Peron |Pbvv.nta Farar-c fGen |e werner [Enowmne GE 


wel Bevwrrne [Qin |f]reree [apie Jezeenees [Breton vs 


The Soundroom 
ttp://s 


The ’Net has become a valu- 
able source for material of all 
kinds and more and more 
sites are sprouting up offering 
copyright free .wav and .avi 
files to add to your latest 
musical masterpiece. The 
Soundroom hasn’t got many 
files in its archive as yet, but 
it promises a lot more soon. 


for both sexes that has been 
in print for a short while and 
is now on the ’Net. The inter- 
esting aspect is that the mag- 
azine is remaining subscrip- 
tion only, and in a backlash to 
the mainstream UK magazine 
distributors, claims it will have 
great success by enticing sub- 
scribers through its ’Net site. 
The site is well written and 
informative — a good indica- 
tion of the magazine itself. 


= = = 
Biome Foo | svete TOBE Siracree Ba OF ce I ome amas [Ei tiasar |S] meme 2] | Sr tne Wrmane C va Me Eston ote | Ymca os ES gel Se cee [rowers |e [Be [eee Soe Ee 
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h of great 


multimedia 


You heard, there’s almost a grands worth of 
cutting edge CD-ROM tities to be won courtesy 
of FlagTower. Twenty CD-ROMS each worth z 
£49.99 are up for grabs and they’re brilliant 


boys-own material. 


The Space Race 
The genesis of the space race 
The astronauts and cosmonauts 
The arms race and space 
The global village 
Dramatic new Soviet video footage 


World War I gives an 
insight into: 

The home fronts 

The soldier’s life 

Military technology 

Politics and revolution 

Battle and conflict 


War in the Pacific 


American versus Japanese 
perspectives 

Why Japan entered the war 
The battle beneath the waves 
The story of the A-bomb 


World War Il is a 
two-disc program: 


The Battle of Britain 

The road to Berlin 

Hitler and the Third Reich 
Battles in the Pacific and on the 
Eastern front 


THE GIANT LEAP 


BLAST OFF 


How to win 

All you have to do to win a copy of one 
of these CDs is answer the questions on 
the coupon below correctly. Then send 
your entry to: 

FlagTower Competition, PC Review, 
EMAP Images, Priory Court, 30-32 
Farringdon Lane, London EC1R 3AU. 
Senders of the first 20 correctly 
answered postcards out of the bag will 
each win a Flaglower CD-ROM. All 
entries must reach us no later than | — 
November 15 1995 ifyouwanttostand |} 
a chance of winning. 


THE MARS. PLAN 


This competition is not open to 


NAM iiccsccecucesescsccasunvacccceeccnssstoesene 2) Which Fascist European employees of Emap Consumer 
ACAreSSis.sssssssssssssseesesssatenseseeseaees state remained neutral during magazines, Flagtawer or 

Kinross Render Ltd. al 
Ree aneetertemenenenaneseersecsersuntecrscusecettocted the course of World War II? The Editor’s decision is final. -Easternt 
Se ceca te a taeent renee ny ten semtancasteer creeds cata [iteesnctanracetssentesanersorsndtceanecerristeter ater No correspondence will be 3 

entered into regarding the é. 
POStCOCE?.....ssscssceensseeeseeeeseeenseees oe 

Now send your answers to: competition. 2 

Questions Flag Tower Competition, PC Review, Entries must be received by 20th Ee 


November on a postcard or ina 
sealed envelope. 

FlagTower titles are also 
available direct from FlagTower 
by telephoning them on: 

(0500) 486 500. 


EMAP Images, Priory Court, 30-32 
Farringdon Lane, London EC1R 3AU. 


1) Which side was Croatia 
allied with during World War II? 


(_] Tick this box if you do not want to receive any further information from 
companies associated with this competition. 
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MS-D0$.6.2°& Microsoft Widows 3. i 
64-bit PCI Graphics Card 5 

14° SVGA Monitor 

S40Mb cos Drive 

Double Speed CD-ROM Drive 

Microsoft Works 


+ thé all-in-one wordprocessor, spreadsheet, design and) 3 
Frew ng package : 
wiett-Packard mw eo Pattee : 


‘oe Be; 


AS6DX2.66PCl_/ £778. 99 
PENTIUM 60 Pee £828.99 ©, PENTIUM S0PCI £1128:99 

PENTIUM 66 PCI” £878.99 PENTIUM 100 PCI £1178:99 
eee tt PENTWM 0 Pel esi 


areas PCI-£928.99 


486DX2.66 PCl...... £978.99 
PENTIUM 60 PCI*-£1028.99 PENTIUMSOPCI £1328.99 
PENTIUM 66 PCt"£1078.99 PENTIUM. 100 PCI £1378.99" 

| PENTIUM a ml Pte | 


Microsoft Encarta aH 5 
the flabbergasti (i) lencyalopee, lags } % 
Microsoft Gangerous Creatures 
ty ee all about Tener ae 


45x 400 PCI eri. 99. 
GUL 
PENTIUM :100 PCI. £1028.99 
ghia 120,PCl-£1228.99 


ABGDX2 66 PCI £628.99 
PENTINM 60 PCI* £678.99 
PENTIUM 66 PCI £728.99. 


4gepxa-100 Pel £4128. 9g 


486DX2 66 PCI 4b peal 


28.8k eaten 


f \ 1 YEAR Internet Account & = 


e-mail address 
Call us for PRICES 


Ncceaateal £690.99 
PENTIUM 90 PCI Bee 


P 100,PGI £940.99 
PENTIUM 120 PCI £1140.99) 


PENTIUM.106 PCI £1028.99 


PENTIUM 66 PCI a 
PENTIUM 120 PCI £1228.99 


tp ii SEAS cieaecenisesoptiieh | 


540Mb Hard Drive 


46-Bit Soundcard 
*¢ fos : 
Encarta 95 Dangers es eg Works i. 


: ‘rcs Fag och, 


~'e90a.99 », agenxa feo cl £ 

PENTIUM 60 PCI*, £958.99". PENTRIM9OPCI £1 
PENTIUM .66 PCI £1008.99 . PENTIUM 100PCI £1308099" 
: be ee ee! €1598.99 


hWindows 95 Mista E5909 


parest Tube: ae “Hill 


‘all (0181) 4 A27 1525 


hitp:/‘www.cex.co.ukicex! 


Computers ‘n’ Dreams 


All the best in Shareware titles 
Don’t delay - call today 


0141 337 1313 


Or write for Mail Order Catalogue 
Computers ‘n’ Dreams 
Unit K4, Cochrane House 
777 Dunbarton Road 
Glasgow Gll 6LU 


Te FATtlALESD C1 
fell 01/952 61/6161 FS) o1952 6iaiol 


ee write = 


Zone 1 Ltd. 
PO BOX 69, 
Stone, 
Staffordshire. 
ST15 8GH. 


| S 
| Great prices, same day despatch, free gifts, regular prize draws. 


= 
3.5” Disk CD-ROM 
P 942: PACIFIC AIR WAR 7-27.99 

P0220 A-TRAIN'E CONSTRUCTION’ SET 

P0230 ACES OF THE DEEP. 
P0165 ALADDIN 


‘Ss oe 
R117 ALL NEW WORLD OF 
RO245 ALONE IN THE DARK 2. 


R0290 CANNON FODDER/BEN.A 
Ro343 CHESSMASTER 4000 TURBO 

CLASSIC COLLECTION (ACCESS) 
P0642 CIVILISATION na, ReaT GOLONTE: Tone oe! Try) 
P0292 SRE Denon * Tenase 3 


P0363 FRONTIER: ELITE 2 
P0692 FULL THROTTLE 


WOOD DODOUHDOLWKUDDLOLLKLL 
WWWWDWWWODWWDWDWUUD WDD DID 


P0010 IND. JONES&FATE OF ATLANTIS.... 
P0273 INDYCAR RACING. 
P0594 JIMMY WHITE'S 

P0056 KLIK AND PLAY.. 


P0403 MICRO MACHINES. 
P0521 MONKEY ISLAND 
P0135 MONKEY ISLAND 2 
P0S06 MS FLIGHT SIM 5 
P0272 NASCAR RACING 


BPERPNPRRRE NNPBRENN XN 
NNOIURWOWINGEHOAWHOUUWO 
o 


WwWwbwovwvvvvran 
WWKWWKDWWBWWKOWO 


RO198 NASCAR RACING. 

RO190 NHL HOCKEY 95.... 
RO187 ON THE BALL-WORLD 
RO180 OUTPOST 

R0253 ULTIMA 8 (SPEECH PACK) 
RO191 PGA TOUR GOLF 


P0693 POLICE QUEST 4. 
P0625 POWER DRIVE. 4 
P0261 PREMIER {MANAGER 3! 


WOKWDWDULVUAWLUKOOLKULULEDRUL 
WWWWDWWUKDUOWWOUWUWWWWWIO 


P0620 SENSIBLE SOCCER (INT'L ED). 
P0208 SETTLERS 
SIM CITY & GRAPHIC SET 
SIMCITY 2000 
RO352 SENSIBLE SOCCER (INT'L ED) 
RO175 SIMCITY 2000.. 


P0384 SYSTEM SHOCK. 
P0252 TACTICAL MANA‘ 


Pi 2 
P0009 TIE FIGHTER: DEF. OF THE EMPIRE. 
P0295 TRANSPORT TYCOON 2 

P0644 UFO 

P0212 ULriMA’ 

P0186 ULTIMA 7 

P0187 ULTIMA 

P0583 UNNECESSARY ROUGHNESS. . 

P0495 WING COMMANDER e RO353 WORLDS CUP USA 94 
P0259 WORLD CUP YEAR e RO322 ZOOL 2 

P0530 ZOOL 2. a 


AEN TOE 
P0560 ADI-ENGLISH (11-1 

P0459 ADI-ENGLISH (12-13 GEA) 
P0463 ADI-FRENCH (11-12 YEARS) . 
P0464 ADI-FRENCH (12-13 YEARS) . 
| P0466 ADI-GCSE MATHS 


69 
RO070 3D DINOSAUR ADVENTURE 
ROO79 BODYWORKS el 


| P0089 CHEMISTRY WORKS...... 

|} 20470 FATTY BEAR FUN PACK. 

P0455 FUN SCHOOL 4 (UNDER 5 YEARS). 
P0456 FUN SCHOOL 4 (5-7 YEARS). 
P0457 FUN SCHOOL 4 (7 

P0073 KID PIX... 


me} 
ROO75 MS-MAGIC SCHOOL BUS HUMAN BODY 30. 
ROO74 MS-MAGIC SCHOOL BUS SOLAR SYS. ae 


R0O294 TEDDY'S HIDE AND SEEK. 
. R0124 THE ULTIMATE HUMAN BODY. 

P0081 NODDYS BIG ADVENTURE TUNELAND 

P0109 PLAY & LEARN 

P0535 PUTT PUTT. 

P0112 READ WITH 

P0110 WRITE WITH ME 


Ne BRR 
JAMO IOAADAOADAA! o 
LOD DDD UhWKDDKDWKWUWDWWL 
WO 1D OD ODDO WW WWD 010101010 


If you don’t see what you want, please call, we probably stock it. 
If you can find a better price, please call,we will try to beat it. 


Tf we tell you that an item you order is in stock, 
and you don’t get it within 10 days, it’s FREE. 


Optional membership scheme; 
® Bi-monthly catalogue & disk. 

© Money saving discount vouchers. 

® We never surcharge credit/debit cards. © Bonus point scheme. 

» Cards only charged after goods are sent. | |@ Monthly prize draw. 


Our promise to you; 
® We will try to beat any genuine offer. 
® We keep hundreds of titles in stock. 


» We are always friendly & helpful. © Free competitions & more... 
> We are available 9am to 9pm every day. Membership Rates 


» We never mislead you about our stocks. EEC WORLD 
) We never quibble about returns. A al Losec ol eer 


Call our sales hotline now (9am to 9pm). 


@ 01785 813355 


Prices correct at time of going to press (4.6.95). E.& O.E. 
Prices and offers may chan ithout notice. Some items may not be available at time of ordering. 
Zone 1 Ltd. Dresden House, The Strand, Longton, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire. ST3 2PD. 


When you want more than a first class service 
PoPs In 


London, Manchester 
& Lerwick 


£35.00 set up fee & £6.00 per month subscription (Incl. VAT) 
No on-line charges & No time restrictions 


Free Windows Front-End Software quoted by 
| & CT (June) as being 


‘some of the best front-end software yet seen.’ 
Full Internet Access at up to 33k6 access 
99% First Time Connect with 12:1 user to modem ratio 
Zetnet Services Tel No (01595) 696667 
Garthspool Fax No (01595) 696548 
Lerwick e-mail info@zetnet.co.uk 


Shetland Isles WWW _shitp://www.zetnet.co.uk/ 
ZE1 ONP FTP ftp.zetnet.co.uk 


NORTH OF SCOTLAND 
ONE STOP COMPUTER SHOPS 


WE HAVE COMBINED OUR EFFORTS 
TO BRING YOU EXPERIENCE 
AND AN EXCELLENT BACKUP SERVICE 


486 MULTIMEDIA SYSTEMS 


BUILT TO YOUR 
SPECIFICATION 


ADVICE NEEDED? 
SYSTEM UPGRADED? 


FOR A QUICK AND EFFICIENT 
SERVICE ON ALL YOUR 
PC REQUIREMENTS 
RING 


COMPUTER AND JAYCEES 
VIDEO ENTERPRISES 20 Tolbooth Street 
45 North Street Forres 
Bishopmill Elgin Moray Moray 


A PRO-POOLS v 


[ The scientific football forecaster for 


Pools and Fixed-Odds betting 


PRO-POOLS is a superb, scientific aid to successful football betting on = 
coupons and bookmakers’ Fixed Odds coupons, specifically designed for league 
and league based cup forecasting. PRO-POOLS produced may Pools and fixed- 
odds wins last season, including a £64,000 pools winner. 


NOW WITH CORRECT SCORES FORECASTING! 


* Employs the most powerful (E.W.M.A.) forecasting technique used in sci- 
ence, industry and the City to make match forecasts. The forecasting algorithm 
incorporates assessment of form, motivation, goal “firepower” and - new for 
1995/96 - produces actual score forecasts for “correct score” betting. 

x Forecasting is linked to critical recent performance. E.W.M.A. allows a bal- 
ance to be set between assessment of recent and historical form. The user may 
adjust the default balance if desired. 

* Unique “learning” database contains club records covering English and 
Scottish Premier, First, Second and Third Division teams. Further leagues and 
teams may be added by the user without restriction. 

* Fixture file containing 1995/96 fixtures sets up matches for extremely fast 
league forecasting. Manual fixture input available for cup matches. 

* Displays individual team fixtures for the season. 


be displayed or printed in best Home, Away, Draw, Input or Scoreorder. Keeps 
its own E.W.M.A. merit based league tables which often indicate teams “on a 
run” or in decline. 

* Special features for fixed odds betting in addition to new “Correct Scores’. 
Displays computer generated odds for each of Home/Away/Draw probabilities. 
“Cash Counter’ logs returns from winning accumulators. “PermCalc” calculates 
returns from winning Perms. 

* Full user guide. Printer support. 

Price £49.99 inclusive. PRO-POOLS runs under DOS for IBM PC and clones 


* Completely menu driven. Requires no special keyboard skills. Forecasts may 


DGA SOFTWARE 


437 Kings Road, Ashton-under-Lyne, Also available as 
Lancashire OL6 9AT PRO-LEAGUE 
Telephone: 0161-330 0184 for Rugby League/NFL 


ULK DISKS...TOP QUALITY BULK DISKS...TOP Q 
Professional standard Verbatim and Dysan bulk disks 
(Prices include VAT and fast UK delivery) 


Fax Modems 
+ Rockwell V34 28.8 Fax - 
Modem £109 + VAT -.£128.08 
+ MRI V32 14.4 Fax Modem 
£52 + VAT - £61.10 
If you're on the NET, visit our 
WWW Site : 
http:/Avww.linefeed.convline- 
feed/home.html 


DSHD 3.5” | £10.95/£21.50 | £34.50 [ £64.63 | £152.75 
6.25” Disks, Optical Media, Data Cartridges etc. - Please Call 


[20 {50 | 100 200 | 500 
DSDD 3.5” | E20 | £18.50 | £28.95 | £54.35 | £126.95 


100 BRANDED preformatted DSHD 3.5" disks ... 
100 Far East Manufactured High Clip DSHD 3.5" 
100 CAPACITY LOCKABLE BOX ORDERED WITH DISKS..... add £3.60 


SIMM SWAPPER | NEW! Supermicro P55-CMA 

+ Turns 4.x 30 pin SIMMS (258k, 4Mb or 4Mb) into 1 x Uttre-fast New-Technology Matherboard 
72 pin SIMM - for the new 486 & Pentium boards. Supercedes the CWA & CWS Boards - 

* Uses 8 or 9 bit 30 pin to giva 32 or 36 bit 72 pin + Fully Implemented Intel Triton Chipsel 

+ Uses SIMMS from 60nS down to 150nS : * Supports: Pentlum: cpu: fom 6 to 198 Mi and 
* On board de-coupling for greater system stably, “beyond 

* SIP type also available. * On-board dual EIDE intereces, 40550 /UART Serial 


“ports, Parallel port and FDP controller: 

* On board support for future: infra-red davkoe Z 

* ZIF Socket type 7 and VRM ‘ensures sompatibllty 

With the next generation of processors. 
+ Cache-on-a-stick sockal for asynchronous or yn : 

“ chronous fas! pipeline burst cache madules. 

+ Ugea EDO or standard 72 pin’ 32 bERAM = 

_Board Alone e1e2+ VAT a1 78. 60 


+ Use in conjunction with standard 72 pin SIMMS. 
Most 30 pin memory made since. 1989 is suitable. 


Thickness with SIMMS fitted (Approx) 25mm 2 paras 
NC7230 (Forward version) or £32.90  €265 + VAT. 
NC7230R (Reverse version) (£28 + VAT) HARD DRIVES 
CD WRITERS suppiied with scsi Mode 4 Enhanced IDE. drives 
Interface & WinOnCD To Go or Corel CD Creator 540Mb £114 + VAT... £133.95 


«Yamaha CDR 100 Quad Speed Internal 
850Mb £149 + VAT .. £175.08 
Complete Kit £1775 + VAT- £2085.63 14GB £179 + VAT. £210.33 


. ae os ee VAT £75883 Micropolis Fast SCSI-2 Drives -Please Call 
IOMEGA ZIP DRIVE - CALL 


TDK 74min Branded COR Media _ [Pioneer DR-UA124x Quad IDE CD-ROM 
£119 + VAT - £139.83 


5 £27.25: + VATicn: £32.02 

20 £98.00 + VAT...... £175.50, = == We stock a complete range of high per- 
SO £245.00 + VAT... $287.88 formance specialist & multimedia compo- 

Please call for quantity prices. - nents. Please call for our catalogue 
QUAD MULTI MEDIA UPGRADE KIT All prices include VAT. Delivery: Floppy Disks - A. 
Pioneer quad speed CD-ROM, 16 bit He epee Ug ook J 
Aztech Labs stereo soundcard, & speakers No Credit Card Surcharges 
Including VAT & Delivery SWITCH also welcome aA 


linefeed 


€ 0171 474 1765 (ern 


FAX: 0171 474 3440 Unt 7 Ashmead Business Centre, North Crescent, LONDON E16 4TG. 


His 


420Mb Hard Drive 
IDE 540Mb Hard Drive 


HARD 730Mb Hard Drive 
850Mb Hard Drive 
DRIVES 1.2Gb Hard Drive 
1Mb 30 Pin 


SIMMS 4Mb 30 Pin 


4Mb 72 Pin 
MEMORY smb 72 Pin 


16Mb 72 Pin SIMM 


HAND SCANNERS 
PCF Recommended 
inc. OCR for windows 
Grey Scale 
| 24bit Colour 


FLATBED 
SCANNER 
. 2400dpi 
[L x inc. SCSI interface 


£399.00 


— 
240 Watt Speakers £50.00 i 
25 Watt Speakers £25.00 SPEAKERS | 


Mains powered with 
Treble/Bass/Volume 


Controls 


£25.00 AlfaCrystal - crystal trackball 
£10.50 lights up when used £34.00 


ED ROMS ouvuad Speed from £110, Dual Speed from £59 


We aim to be competitive - if you think that we are not, tell us so! | 


All Prices Exclude VAT. Please add £3.50 P&P for Rodents, £8.00 P&P for other items. 
GoldenImage accepts Access, Visa, Cheque & Postal Orders. E&OE. Goods subject to availability. 
Prices and specifications subject to change without notice. Please ring to confirm prices. 


GoldenImage (UK) Ltd. SA#&S HOTLINE FX 
Unit 65, Hall mark Tra iding Estate, 0131 900 9291 as 
Fourth Way, Wembley, Middx HA9 OLB FAX 0181 900 9281 © 


GO GLOBAL 


COMPLETE 
INTERNET 
ACCESS FOR 
HOME AND 


BUSINESS 
USERS IN 
THE NORTH 
WEST. 


WE CAN PROVIDE: 
. | 
INSTALLATION DISK AN| 
MANUAL, WITH ALL | 
REQUIRED SOFTWARE T, 
GET YOU GOING. 
a 
YOUR OWN WWW PAGE 
USING OUR SERVICE YOU CAN ACCESS THE ri | 
WHOLE WORLD, PLUS WE WILL BE CONSTANTLY YOUR OWN CHOICE OF 
UPDATING ISSUES AND EVENTS THAT ARE OF USER & HOST NAMES. 
PARTICULAR INTEREST IN THE NORTH-WEST. a 


RECOMMEND A FRIEND! UNLIMITED ACCESS: 
FOR EACH FRIEND THAT JOINS NORTH-WEST NET E-MAIL: USENET NEWS 
YOU GET A MONTH FREE. WEB: FTP. 


CALL 0161 950 7777 - 
Sales lines open 9.00 am to 9.00 pm Monday to Friday FULL STATIC IP ADDRE! 
. 9.00 am to 1.00 pm Saturday (NOT BBS). 


ie GLOBAL ACCESS - LOCAL FOCU 


eg (FAN 
e ‘ADVERT IS WRONG, 
Y WHO PUTS ITRIGHT? 


We do. The Advertising Standards Authority ensures 
advertisements meet with the strict Code of Advertising Practice. 
So if you question an advertiser, they have to 
answer to us. 
To find out more about the ASA, please write to 
Advertising Standards Authority, 
Department X, Brook House, 
Torrington Place, London WCiE 7HN. 


ABR er 


This space is donated in the interests of high standards in advertisements. 


JUMBO PRESS SHAREWARE 


4 ANGEL HILL TIVERTON DEVON EX16 6PE 


SHAREWARE FROM IP PER PROGRAM! 
OVER | ANILLION TITLES TO CHOOSE FROM 
COVERING ALL SUBJECTS - INCLUDING ADULT - 
IN A FRIENDLY BUT FULLY AUTOMATIC CATALOGUE 
FOR YOUR FREE COPY GALL 


01884 255371 


OR FAX 


014-04 3614-78 


ke 


| 


ke 


Karlton 
Special Offers 


For a Limited Period 


Karlton’s Top Twenty 


Microsoft Office 95 V7 £259 Microsoft Office Pro V7 £359 


Microsoft Word 7 £189 Lotus Smart Suite 4.0 £259 
Microsoft Project 7 £249 Microsoft Excel 7 £189 
Microsoft Access 7 £189 Microsoft Works v3/4 £69 
MS Visual Basic Pro V3/4 £179 Lotus 123 V5 £189 
WordPerfect £159 Lotus AmiPro 3.1 £89 
MS Visual C++ Pro V2 £199 MS PowerPoint 7 £149 
Corel Draw 6.0 (Dual) £259 Borland Paradox V5 £189 
MS FoxPro 2.6 £69 Corel Draw 5.0 (CD+3.5) £259 
Sage Payroll +2 £99 MS Encarta 95 £39 
MS Windows 3.11 (W/groups) £59 MS DOS 6.22 upgd £19 
Tel: 0181-778 0908 Fax 0181- 778 4886 


Other Specials 


MS Windows 95 

4 Mb SIMMS Memory Chip 
540 Mb Hard Drive 

CD ROM Drive - Quad Speed 


Prices exclude delivery and VAT (17.5%) Delivery £7+VAT 
VISA - MasterCard - EuroCard - Amex - COD 
E&OE. Availability. Prices and Specifications are subject to change without notice. 
All sales are subject to Karlton’s Standard Conditions of Contract. Copies available on request. 
Karlton Computers Limited 
30, Metro Centre, Kangley Bridge Rd, London SE26 5BW 
(Next to Lower Sydenham BR Station - 18 min from Charing Cross) 


After Peace .... Friendship 


During the War Gordon was an RAF pilot, who afterwards became a metallurgist consultant P a 
German Steel Combine. One of his colleagues was an ex-Luftwatfe pilot and they became firm 
friends, resulting in him being Godfather to his two sons. 


After a very severe illness, Gordon was able to spend two weeks convalescing at the RAF 
Association's Nursing Home “Sussexdown” in Storrington. 


The Royal Air Forces Association 
Caring for your needs Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow ...... 


BATTLE OF BRITAIN WINGS APPEAL 


The Royal Air Forces Association 
Freepost (DS) ¢ Portland Road © Malvern * Worcs © WR14 1BR 


| enclose a donation of £ .......... or debit my Visa/Access 


Credit Cord | T TTT TTT TTTTT TT 


Legacies 
Covenants 


Membership Serving 
Membership Ex-Serving 


Charity Registration No. 226686 


— ee ee =o 
2R: Tick titles required and send with “PRIC ES. S 


your name, add ind payment of cheque/postal- ALL PRICES INCI TUDE VAT 
order or cash Payable to NIH to the address at the top of Ple | 
a i pled. 


Sewers » 


Fie Se 
— =k 


| PUBLIC DOMAIN & SHAREWARE 
] (PCR)12 Meesons Mead, Rochford, Essex SS4 1RN 
Tel:-01702 546796 (10am-6pm mon-sat) 


oe 
: “order for BaP 
f Elion OR SEND SAE FOR A ate | 
ULL CATALOGUE OF OUR 


1 “eps ODay at the races py ADULT PRO C64 c64 
| ( Brcccuna Galery PURER SENSATION FONTS roby SENSATION 
Buy 1 QHeretic (2) £17.99 £9.99 ROM £17.99 
Pacers one ecoomlinis (OUT NOW) (OUT NOW) (OUT NOW) } 
ermine! Nerlociy (9) GNight Rad @] GFX HOTTEST speccy SPECCY 2 
| Bbisgers (2) lous anes pK SENSATION PC DEMOS SENSATION | 
nice othe ang } ae lacky Whee (2) } £17.99 £17.99 £17.99 
a \ 
J aiuzzy Space Brees k (OUT NOW) | (OUT NOW) (OUT NOW) 
Bord sins Brighviay junter | SPECCY | PRO PCX aa HOTTEST 
pperarisi(2) rok SENSATION | PC UTILS 
Lott OBreak Fi 
J Bscorees arn Getiand i £14.99 | £17.09 
ague Manager 1 
OPako 2 pacman) Dero Workshgp | (OUT NOW) . (OUT NOW) 
J a2%connies (mahjong) OHard ie at ah SOUND ADULT AUT, ‘ HOTTEST 
Page areal 
Gistyoan padtony an LIBRARY — SENSA- 3 PC GAMES 
Glam Gt 100 fone is E £17.99 £17.99 
mulator 
Boar "Ridge win oupe (OUT NOW, (OUT NOW) 


ILLUSIONS PRO GIF 


SPECTRUM. PACK IN3D CLIPART 


] Latest emulator and over 200 games only £10 


Latest Emulator and over 500 games only £20 
ee veer cae ie aes ee 


losions | (OUT NOW) 
a ee ee 


GREAT BIG TURKEY? 


THATS WHAT YOU'LL BE IF YOU DON’T READ ON !!! 


then why not 


# GAMES SWOPPED 

WITHIN 10 DAYS Swor it 29 

OR MONEY BACK It eae 

* ALL PRICES $7.25 (1 GAME) 

MMCLUDE RETURN £6.50 EACH (2 GAMES) 
£5.50 EACH (3 GAMES) 


POSTAGE & PACKAGING 


inWare 


5 VALLEY GROVE - DENTON 


MANCHESTER ¢ M34 6JJ 


TEL/FAX: 0161-320-3313 


Instant Art - 


£20.00 


A CD-ROM packed with over 9000 clip art images in 
” 39 different categories. All images are in fully 
scalable WMF format. 


Encarta 95 


The best selling complete interactive 
multimedia encyclopaedia from 
Microsoft on CD-ROM. 


£35.00 


Image Bank 


A collection of over 5000 


Image Bank 


photographic images in GIF and JPG 


format, plus various utilities. 


£10.00 


Fareham, Hants POIS5 5E)j 
DAYS A WEEK 


Segensworth Road, 
OPEN 7 


Aircraft Encyclopedia 
Andromeda Space Encyclopedia . 
Anglo Saxons 
Audobon’s Birds/Mammals . . 
Brief History of Time 
Compton’s Interactive ‘95 OEM . 
Creepy Crawlies ......... 

Encarta ‘95 unboxed 
Grolier’s Encyclopedia VII ‘95 
Grolier’s Prehistoria unboxed ... . 
Guinness Disc of Records . . 
Hubble Space Telescope . . . 
Hutchinson’s Multimedia ‘95 UK 
Infopedia unboxed 
One Tribe 
One World Atlas .... 


Oxford Compendium . 

Redshiffiz;2.e8 eres ducenr. £32.00 
Webster's Interactive unboxed £10.50 
Whales & Dolphins ........ £14.00 
Wines of the World . . £13.00 
World/AtlasiVS tniter ncccitonysie circ teaestmioed siarctejore ate £9.00 
The Arts 

A Passion for Art (The Barnes Collection) ................ £33.00 
Beethoven's 5th Symphony ....................2-2--%! £11.50 


Classic Library 


Cootes Art Review - Impressionism £9.00 
Great Artists ............... 

Introduction to Classical Music . . . . 

Le Louvre 


Michelangelo ....... 
Microsoft Art Gallery 
Microsoft Composers (Beethoven, Schubert, Mozart, 
Stravinsky) 
Tchaikovsky’s 1812 Overture . 
The|Media\s.:150/-ssaeee « 
The Renaissance of Florence . 
Van Gogh 

Says JGalialon 
Ann Hooper's Sex Guide 
Encyclopedia of Nature 
Encyclopedia of Science 
Eyewitness Virtual Reality - Cats/Birds . 
First Incredible Amazing Dictionary . - 
History of the World .......... 

PB Bear's Birthday Party .. 


The Ultimate Human Body . 
The Way Things Work 
World Reference Atlas 
Educational Wiultimedia 
Climate Changes 
Conservation 
Dwindling Resources .. 
Elements 


World War I -Global Conflict . . 
World War II - Sources and Analysis 
Religions of the World 
Chilleens CD 
10 out of 10 Series - All titles 
SD)Seriesysisrnat eit teslsis 
Algae Blaster 3 
Arthur's Teacher Trouble . 
EA Kids’ Art Centre 
Fisher Price ABC & 123 .. 
Freddy Fish 
Fun School 5 Series .. . 
Just Grandma and Me 
Microsoft Explorapedia 
Microsoft Creative Writer/Fine Artist... ... 
MS Magic Bus Human Body/Solar System . . 
Other Living Books titles 
Putt Putt Fun Pack 
Science for Kids 
The Busy World of Busytown . . 
Young Scientist 
+ many other children’s products 
‘Shareware 

CICA 8/95 
Games for Daze 
Libris Brittanica (Applications, Science) . . 
Minerva 6 5 
NightiOwl 16; cote 55 ined Wie pease oN trees | 
Night Owl 17 
Simtel May ‘95 
Ultimate Shareware Games vol 1 
Myre and eLariore 

3D Interior Designer 
BBC Gardener's World v2__ 


_ 7th Guest / Dune together . 


Quote reference 
RW109501 


THE CD-ROM SPECIALISTS | 
Call now for your FREE | 
CD-Rom catalogue 


Windows 95 
Easy Tutor Learn Windows 95 


a Ss 


Corel Draw 6 upgrade for Windows 9 


Internet Connection - complete lists of — 


internet addresses 


+F4 


Corel CD Office Companion - applicati 


office and home hased business 


JUST CALL OR FAX OUR CREDIT CARD HOTLINE NOW 


01483 98151 


Bob Dylan - Highway 61 Revisited 
Bodyworks 4 .. 
Cookbook Heaven 
Fellini 
Interactive Music Instruction: 
Rock Guitar . . 
Jazz Guitar .. 
Blues Guitar . 
Blues Piano ... . 
Introduction to Archaeology .................2-2.-0008! £21.00 
Understanding Exposure (Photography) . . 
Dr Schueler’s Medical Guide 
Family Doctor ... 
Food Analyst . . 
Home Brewing . 
Home Designer . . 
Home Remedies 
Language Learning - French, German, Spanish, 
Italian, Japanese 
Microsoft Autoroute Express ..........-.2-0-0.0220e eee £47.00 
Microsoft wine Guide 
Microsoft Julia Child Cooking .. . 
MIDI Music Shop Professional 
Monty Python's Complete Waste of Time .. 
Plant Doctor .... 
The Herbalist . . 
Video Director 2 ... 
Full Bored Games 
1944 - Across the Rhine .............-....2..002.0005 


‘Alonelnithe; Dark:2vess cbaden seers n tare 
Alone in the Dark 3... 
Alone in the Dark 1 . 
Battle Beast .... . 
Chessmaster 4000 
Command and Conquer . 
Conspiracy ...... 
awn Patrol ...... 
Day of the Tentacle . 
Discworld....... 
Doom2.... 
FIFA Soccer 
Flight Unlimited ... 
Full Throttle .... 
Little Big Adventure . 
Litil Divil 


Microsoft Works 3.0 


DO NOT SEE 

THE TITLE. 
YOU REQUIR 
7 GIVE US ACAI 


Mad Dog McCree ll ............3 
Magic Carpet 
Microsoft Flight Sim 5.1 ............. 
Myst 
Panzer General .. . 
Phantasmagoria 
£16.00 

Rise of the Robots 
Sam & Max Hit the Road .. 
Sim City 2000 
Simon the Sorceror 
Star Trek 25th Anniversary . . 
Star Trek Final Unity 
Star Trek Omnipedia 
Street Fighter 2 
TFX 


Transport Tycoon 

Transport Tycoon World Editor . . 

US Navy Fighters ............ 

Under a Killing Moon .. 

Virtua Chess.......... 

Voyeur (18) 

Wing Commander III 

X-Wing Collector's Edition 
Please call for our catalogue 


Programming and Business 
C User Group Library .. . 

Hobbes OS/2 6/95 .. . 

Internet Tools .... 
Internet Info 
Libris Britannica Business Library 
Linux Developer’s Resource Aug 95 . . 
Linux Internet Archive 
Linux Slackware 2.3 7/95 ... 
Lotus Smartsuite 3.1 
Microsoft Office Pro 4.3 . 


Plug & Play Linux 
Religious Interest 

Bible Lands, Bible Stories 
Bible Library 
Bibles & Religion...........2.2-.-.2-02005 
Compton’s Multimedia Bible ... 
The Dead Sea Scrolls Revealed . 
The Holy Qur’an 
World Religions .............--.----- 


Prices exclude VAT and P&P. To calculate the order cost, 
VAT, @ 1'7.5% + £1.50 (+VAT) per item for P&P. For international rates, pl 
We accept all major credit cards and Switch with no surcharge. 


Pic‘n’ Mix \k Pic'n’ Mix 
< * Reino mdi me REEQOWSE CHILLY 
a," 


CHINESE weamots HEADHUNTER STEEL 
. 7 INDIANAT KEMP OIWRIC) STAR 
Why be tied to taking “Pot Luck” when BLOCK 


Unlike some of the cheap and cheerful Font WHARMBY! 
buying ClipArt? Now YOU can select your CDs doing the rounds, our Fonts WORK! 
own preferences from the comfort of yout Select from over 4000 Fonts in both TRUE 
own home. Choose from over 3000 image TYPE or POSTSCRIPT (ATM) and leave 
in over 40 Categories. Give yourself a break 


the rest up to us. Fonts from 30p each 
and TRY BEFORE YOU BUY! Available 


in over 40 PC and Mac formats, including Keep ee i spe cae weed 
pe 5 onts from 7p eac 


the popular WMF (scalable) and PCX. 
All images are 128/256 Colours.....suitable We have been in business since 1991 and 


for both Colour and Mono Printers. a ak PE REE pioneered the Pic n Mix concept. Our 
Bare ‘ service is unique with a TECHNICAL 
SAEVER HELPLINE for all of our valued Customers iami 

F ORIENTAL SRARCRA SAHRA RN 
aa i}cdusa STENCIL STRETCH 
@) TD Y Bi Ci BNVE GNSS 
POWERUMER OLDCGWORDGE Wilt s\ AeLIEP 
For your FREE 46 Page Information Pack, 


INK JET REFILLS N either Write, Phone, or Fax us. 
Having used Ink Jet Printers for over 5 years, we feel we are in a unique SELECTAFONT (Dept PCR) 

position to provide a Fitst Class Service to all of our Customers. We ee ee 
supply any amount of Ink from 20 mls to 500 mls in all Colours. For Bul 84 Thorpe Road, Hawkwell, Nr Hockley, Essex. SSS 4JT 


Buyers we can provide single refills from as little as little as 80pence! 
Trade Enquiries welcome 


WOBBLE 
ZBREON 


T = © 
FAX: 01702 200062 jggumpiems “ggg cy PHONE: 01702 202835 


@Roland SO RIWARE EBLOM, YOUR LUND 


'C MAID! STARTER PACK - DIREGH, - latest sound Goaracies for your PC 
TM 7 ___* Roland SC 7 710) WOU THE YAMAHA SOUND EDGE TURNS YOUR COMPUTER INTO A HIGH QUALITY MULTIMEDIA CENTRE 


i Karaoke and High Quality "DSP" Effects High Quality Musical Instrument Voices 
iF 4 External Sound Expander Yamaha’ unique DSP eet protesor provides many fails + HN we lof Natt isn 


© Attenyate the vocal part on your favourite COs ond 


k= x Ballade & Band | Do Re Mix 2 £55.00 | eer 


song; or od unique 
PS In A Box Music made easy for beginners oh te 
Software : ne feGeor end: 
Music Collage £55.00 | fee 
a MIDI Cable Music for video clips Veesatle MDI - ie 


wee NOW CakeWalk tgs £69.95 | [iam 
995 The best known sequencers >Home Studio £99.95 
£ for beginner to professional Pro £299.95 


Band In A Box £79.95 
The intelligent music accompaniment Be 
Software for your PC iat : Are 74 AD 05 
x ip x 
Music Time £149.00 Th tanh Sod eso sud cd ith obo mesa nr sand od ii fis el oe pe 
IMWVARIA 25w Create your own sheet music. On CD also el tela sal pee apeime y menei  Te Sl a el 
2 4 UPGRADE ¥ YOUR SOUNDCARD - VIVIDLY! y. t me MIDI 
DW  2xStereoins £116] Musicator £289.95 || THE YAMAHA MDB5OX IS THE MUSICIAN'S sampler sound card and 
Stereo Out P 
\WOOFER eae Ultimate composing sequencer software eae Pe te 49 NGvE i music card in Oy ARG 
is a new, Chea expansion eee 
J £ 1 Ad. 00 Fert ty owt eat creche sermat Turtle Beach, the company which has pioneered 
WAND ¢Si © ammer ° ¢ een lave! eee omens Sera imeiors whe every breakthrough i in Tarte Beay 
£8 5 nein conga sa pest onere eek Seance industry, 
NITOR SPEAKE RS ae Personal Composer £99.95 | dehoses Peer coe on ee of ted yori 
Stocks last 5 Seer alee Ae eoe Met enlstiee ones Gioieebes 
Do Re Mix 1 PRIGE eigleshese eat rope Satan oe, ee f 
en ; poets ea, g ie serious sampler, 
2 | iba Las, See a whte CoO. | CRA TSNRAAT om oe 
“ BUSTER ototke lace OU THISIS-YOURS FORTHE <BaQa cn Mec topenelne Li 
stocks last STEER UNBELIEVABLE PRICE OF £12995 iy, "2828700 ever meee! “Ine VAT 


0121 733 7881 


q Lees) as 382 Stratford Road Shirley Solihull West Midlands B90 6AQ 


eae editorial 


A slightly new angie for 
Hatstand this month, as we 
turn the whole thing into a 
head-to-head bout with one 
of our staff taking ona 
professional. This month: 
racing games (with a motor- 


cycle courier). 


16 


(ee3 


NEXT MONTH: 
In the next issue I’Il be looking at other new films involving 


computer themes including Hackers and Johnny Mnemonic. 
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The first round of the tournament turns 
out to be the most popular of the day’s 
games. Motorbike courier John is used 
to playing with his Sega Megadrive, 
though, and seems initially perplexed 
by the advanced gameplay of a PC. 

Pat has been elected PC Review's 
champion, guardian of the magazine’s 
honour, by dint of the fact that everyone 
else has already left to go to the pub. 
Rather worryingly, Pat is the only person 
in the office not to have made it through 
to Fatal’s second set of courses (“I 
haven't been playing the game for 
long,” he blusters). 

We elect to use the Zizin course (level 
two), complete with nasty loop and nas- 
tier glass platform. After a sturdy team 
talk and a couple of cans of lager, the 


The contenders face off before 
the first lap. Grrrr. 


boy Fox does us proud, turning in a bes 
lap time of 46.32. John can only man 
age 51.86, which he’s reasonabl 
happy with after clocking a terribli 
2:14.53 on lap one. 

Worst excuse: John, with “If | hadn 
fallen off eight times on the first lap, 
would have thrashed you.” 

Biggest foul up: John falling off eig 
times on the first lap. 

Score so far: Pat 1, John 0. 


Look at the concentration on 
those faces. Scary. 


Given that Need for Speed and Fatal 
Racing are more than a little similar, we 
decide that extra marks will be award- 
ed in this game for the best crash. Pat 
goes first and puts in some brilliant 
attempts, including a spectacular mid- 
air collision with a police car. He man- 
ages four crashes in all, and a total 
time (on the coast course) of 3:47.1 — 
pretty good. 

When it comes to his turn, John 
plumps for the behind-the-car view, 
compared to Pat's driving seat perspec- 
tive. This might be of interest to psy- 
chologists, but all that matters to us is 
that it effectively makes John’s car 
impossible to control, with the result that 
he takes a lengthy 4:53.6 to reach the 


John is left struggling as Pat 
speeds along an open road... 


finish line. The upside is that John man- 
ages to crash a highly impressive five 
times. The best of the lot — a quadruple 
pirouette followed by a triple roll — 
garns a round of applause from the 
srowd (including sad Pat) and the 
onus point. 


But the cocky young lad comes 
cropper on the next bend. 


3t advice: Pat saying, “You're on the 
ing side of the road, don’t forget this 
merica.” 
it finish: John flying over, rather than 
1ss, the finish line, taking two other 
with him. (The second best crash of 
3vening.) 
re so far: Pat 2, John 1. 


t takes it easy and cruises to 
ple win in Need for Speed. 


and blasts Pat right off the track 


John’s face lights up when we 
announce the next game in the sched- 
ule. It turns out that our courier friend is 
a bit of a whiz on MM2. Pat starts mak- 
ing excuses (‘I don’t know this game 
at all”). We choose the first course 


4659 mak 


There’s no contest - Pat loses 
within seconds. 


(Rollercoaster) and John makes swift 
work of the PCR man, wiping out all his 
lives before they'd even reached the 
second bend. 

We had planned on getting the couri- 
er drunk so that our boy could win, but 
John is driving and won't touch a drop. 
Pat has already polished all the booze 
off anyway. Things are not going 
according to plan. 

Food and drink left: One mushroom 
and courgette bran muffin that no-one 
wants. We wonder why? 

Total time Pat’s car was on the 
course: 1.3 seconds. 

Score so far: Pat 2, John 2. 


The final game, and — as it happens 
— the decider. Everyone pulls a face 
when the game loads. Pat informs us 
that it’s “an absolutely terrible game”, 
before confessing to John that he actu- 
ally reviewed it for the magazine. (Is 
this contest rigged or what?) 

There’s no other way to judge the out- 
come than by who passes through the 
most time checkpoints. John makes 


Andy prods the contenders with 
knives to get them to smile, 


A 
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Al Unser’s Arcade Racing — the deciding round, and tension is run- 


ning high as the lads sit on the grid, champing at the bit. 


cB OLS O01 ga 


And they’re off. At first it looks 
like a foregone conclusion 


three and skids to a halt a few yards 
from the fourth. Pat almost doesn’t 
make the first, relying on a freak gust of 
wind to propel his stationary car across. 
Eventually, as we were half expecting, 
Pat conks out at exactly the same point 
that John did. 

Best unsubstantiated claim: John with 
“Damon Hill used to work for West One 
Couriers.” 

Final score: Pat 2.5, John 2.5. 


P T=} Al is 
The contest has ended in a draw. Other 
PCR staffers, returning from the pub, 
are disappointed that Pat has let down 
the magazine’s honour. They suggest a 


In the blue corner... 


Name: Pat Fox 


Age: 24 

Profession: PC Review 
journalist 

Drives: His mum’s Volvo 
(occasionally) 

Fave racing games: Fatal 
Racing and Ridge Racer 


Look - Al Unser himself has 
dropped by. Or maybe not. 


boxing match as a decider, and offer to 
help John, but it’s too late — the secu- 
rity guard turns up to chuck us out. 

Pat opines rather wimpily that “justice 
has been done”. John is slightly more 
pugnacious: “I would have kicked his 
arse with more practice,” he claims. 
Either way, it’s a fairly inconclusive start 
to this series we’re terming ‘PC Review 
versus the World’. 

In next month’s action-packed issue, 
match two — another PCR staffer takes 
on a professional at their home sport. 
Why not start up a gambling ring with 
your friends and stake vast sums of 
money on the outcome? We promise 
not to let you down. 


Name: John Shorrock 


Age: 29 

Profession: Motorcycle courier 
Drives: Ford Fiesta and 
motorbike 

Fave racing games: Micro 
Machines 2, Road Rash and 
Skidmarks 
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We're 50 next month! 


Ah yes, the best years of our lives, the leaks, the spikes, 
the tip-offs from the squealers... hold that front page, 


we’re publishing Our... 


ual gy 


It?ll be a gilt-edged guide to the PC scene, complete with 
superb cover CD-ROM or disk packed with games, utilities 
and more. So purchase your anniversary copy of PC 
Review for more news, views, tips and reviews than you 
could shake a bus pass at. 
It comes complete with a fantastic FREE supplement! 


: On sale November 15th. 
The complete guide to PC leisure. 
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Apache-L ngbow...frontline 
action with unprecedented 


detail, realism and gameplay. 
From quickstart free-for-all 
to demanding real-world 
missions... Apache- 

Longbow rules the 
battlefield - day 

| and night. 


Wwipe-out 


Isn't it annoying that you have to go through the lengthy process of locating 


and deleting obscure files when you want to remove a program? You 
probably only wanted to try the program out anyway! Now, with QuickEx 14 ©); 
for Windows you can delete any software, including those obscure system cow" 
files at the touch of a button. | 


“File Manager = [C:AWINDOWS\*.7=] 
| =| Eile Disk Tree Yiew Options Tools Window Help 
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GOL 


20/95 19.39:04 

6/10/34 03,01:00 

42 20/07/95 22:15:34 
1478 05/08/95 11:10:06. 
1488 05/08/95 13:13:12 
1470 04/08/95 18:59:04 
11264 01/11/93 03:11:00 
19456 01/11/33 03:11:00 
18432_61/11/33_03:11:00 


Selected 1 file(s) (0 bytes) Total 312 file(s) (10.4MB) = Notshared 


Do you want to : a Windows 
4 install shareware Sess SED vl aV2tsion 
@ andcoverdisk | _=——=—a— : ilable 


Windows software just to test and then be i 
able to remove it easily? -No problem: Deinstall it 


Prior to installation, QuickEx establishes §& J If you decide not to keer 
the current system configuration enabling Ez 3 program, you can simpl\ 
€ 


it to be easily restored afterwards. "wipe" it from your hard ¢ 


' : | -together with all the associated files which may 
os 2 Simply install your 


| space and memory. Should you decide to keep 
installed software, then a simple mouse click is | 
that is required to update the system according 


littered around the system. This not only relieves 
system resources, but also saves valuable hard ¢ 

software using 
@ the QuickEx user 


interface. Now you can test and decide 
whether you want to keep the program 
or delete it. 


Please send me QuickEx, | enclose payn 
for £14. 95 + £1 =o post & packing) 


| require: 
Windows a Please tick] 
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